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Operations of Col. Fremont in Up-
per Califarnia.

The Washington Union of Mondoy
night, contains a lengthy and very inter.
estiog letter from Col. Thomas H. Ben.
ton, relating to the operations of Col. Fre.
‘mont, dusing the last winter and spring,
in Upper California, together with others
from Col. Fremont, giving a graphic and

‘Col. B.% letter is accompanted by sever-
al columns of official correspondence be-
tween the suthorities of Upper California, !
and Thomas O. Lsrkin, Esq. our Consul |
ot Monterey, relating to Col. Fremont
and the attempt to drive him from that de-
partment, in the early part of the year, by
force of erms. Qur limits force brevity
upon ue, so that we are compelled to omit
even the substaonce ol these letters, but it
is not unhnown (o our readers that theap-
pedrance of Col. F. and his party in that
department ol Califormia, early in the|
vear, pave anything but satialaction to the)
suthorities, and this correspandernce be- !
tween our Consul and Governor Castro,
resulted from a proclamation issued by the
latter, peremplorily commauding Cotonel |

Fremoot to withdraw with his men Irom |
the country. From the letter of Catonel
Bentun, we learn thut alter Col. F. had |
crossed the Rocky Mountamsand the Si- |
erra Nevada of the Aba Calilornia, he |
tett hiv men upon the [rontier, an hundred
miles [rom Monterey, and went ajone (o
that city to explain his object and wishes
1n person to Gov. Castro.  The interview
was entirely satisfactory, and resulted in
permission being granted him by the Gav.
eruor to winfer 1n the valley of the Sun
Josquin, where there was plenty of game
tor his men and grass fur his harses, —
Scarcely huad he arnived in this valley with
his men, when reports began to reach him
trom all quarters that the Governor was
raiving the province azainst him—he was
warned of his dangee by our Consul—the
settlers proposed to juin him but he refus-
ed their assistance—and taking position on
the summit of the Sierra, thirty iniles from
and overlooking Munterey, he awailed the
sseailants.  From this position ho could
clearly (iscern the movements of the force
under Gen. Castro, but after all their
threats, they only approached the camp,
and Col. Fremont, not finding himself at-
racked, and determined to aveid collision,
then determined) to tetire, and ta proceed
to Oregon, on his intended route of the
valley of the Sacramento, the Tiamath
Iake, and the valley of the Wahlamath
river. Accordingly, about the 10th of
March, he lelt his pusition on the Sierra,
descended into the valley ol the San Joa-
quin, snd commenced his warch by slow
and easy stages of four and six miles a
day, towards Oregon. The Governor af-
ter bis relurn from the evacuated campon

" the Sietra, issucd a proclsmation denoun-

cing Col. F. sad his men as a band of
sobbers sud nighwaymen, and it appears
they were not even permitted to reure
without further molestation,— Penn’an,
We copy from Col. Benton’s letter:
 The first letter that we received from

’nnd west,

{was infurmed by Mr.

the 14th of May,and informs me that, in
his progresa to Oregon, he (ound himsell
and party unexpectedly attacked by the
Tlemath Indians—the most warlike of that
qusiter—had lost five men in killed and
wounded—and still expected to be in the
United States in the month of September.®

This was the last letter received from
Col. Fremont until the following, of July
26th, from Monterey, and which was bro’t
by Commodore Sloat. It is a plain state-
ment of his movements, and will be read
with deop interest, The letter of Col.
Benton goes into a lenghty and able re-
view of the operations of Col. F. and ful-
ly justifies his conduct against the [alse-
hoods and gasconade of Gov. Castro. The

Union truly savs:—Nothing could bemore |

moderate at first—nothing moere decided,
when he was assailed by the Mexicans—

pieces of artillery, 250 stand of muskets,
some olher arms, and a quantity of amau-
nition. Gen. Vallejo, his brother, (Capt.
Vallejo,) Colonel Greuxdon, and some
othery, were taken prisoners and marched
to New Helvetia, a foriified post under
my command. lo the meantime a launch
had reached New Helvetia with stores
from the ship Portemouth, now lying at
Yerba Buena, on Francisco bay. News
ol Gen, Custro’s proceedings against me
in March, had reached Commodare Sluat
at Mazatian at the end of that month, and
he had immediately despatched the ship
Portsmouth to Mouterey, with general in-
slruclions to protect American inlerests
in California..

These enterprises accomplished, I pio-
ceeded (o the American settiements wn
the Sacramento, and the Rio de los Amer-

mofe manly, more hervic than his con-|icanons, to oblain reinforcements of men

duet.”
Private letler from Captain Fremont (o

Alto Cahforma, July 25, 1846.
Misiion or Canmer,*
July 25, 1845.

t

Senator Benton, dated Monterey of the - pie to Captan

and rifles,
‘The inlormation breughtby Mr. Gilles-
Montgomery, inrelation to

imy position, indaced that sfficer immedi-

ately to proceed to Yerba Buena, whence
he had despatched his 'aunch to me. 1

My Dear Sir—\When Mr. Gillespie o | immediately wrote to him by return of the
vertuok me in the middle of May, we!boat, describing to him fully my position
were encamped cn the northern shore of ' and intentions, in order that he might not,

the Greater Tlameth Lake. Snow was
falling steadily and heavily in the moun-
tains, which entirely surround and domin-
ate the elevated valley region 1nto which
we had penetrated; in the east, and north,
bariiers absolutely impassable
barred vur road ; we had no provisivns ;
vur arimals were already leeble, und while
any other way was open, I could not bring
mysell toattempt such a doubtiul enter-
prise ns a passaze of these unkpown moun-
taing in (he dead of winter:” KEvery day
the snow was falling; and in the face of
the depressing influence exercised un the
people by the loss ol our men, anid the un-
promising appearance of things, | judged it

inexpedient to pursue our journey lacther

i this directhion, and determined to re-
frace m) steps, and carry out the views
of the government by reacning the ltontier
on the line ol the Colurado river. | had
carcely reached the lower Sacramerte,
when Gen, Castro, then in the north (al
Sonoma, in the depariment of Senoma,
north of the bay vl San Francisco, com-
manded by Gen. Vallejn,) declared his
deternnnation immediately to proceed n
zuinst me, and after defeating we to pro-
ceed against the foreigners settied 1a the
country, for whose expuision an order had
Just been issued by ihe governor of the
Calfornias.  For these purposes Castro
immecdiately assembled a torce at the Mis-
sion of Santa Clara, a ~trong place, on the
northern shore of the Francisco buy. You
witl remember how grossly outraged and
insulted we had slreudy been by this offi.
cer; many in my own camp, and through
out the country thought that [ should not
have retreated in March last. [ felt ho-
wiliated and humbled ; oae of the main
ubjects propused by this expedition had
been entirely defeated, and 11 was the o
pinion of the officers of the squadron (su |
Gillespie) that |
conld notagain retrest consistently with
any military reputation. Unable to pro-
cure supplies elsewhere, 1 had sent by
Mr. Gillespie, Capt. Montgomery, com-
manding the United  States ship-of-wai
Portsmuuth, then lying at Monterey, a
small requisition for such supplies as were
indispensably necessary tu leave the val-
ley ; and my snimnals were now in such a
state that | could not get out ol the volley,

Capt. Fremont alter his withdrawal from | without reaching the conntry which lies

the Sierra, and from the valley of the San
Juan, is dated the first day of April, in

. Jatitude 40, on the Spcramento river; a’ml,
" «though written merely to inform Mrs. Fre-

wont of his personal concerns, becomes im-
portant io a public poist of view on ac-
count of subsequent events in June and
July, by showing that on the first of Apri!
he was un his way to Oregon—that he had
sbandoned all intention.of returning thro'
‘apy patt of California—would cross the
Rocky .mouotaios through the Northern
Pass on the line between the Upper, or
Kettle. Falls of the Columbio, wq the
«Great Falls of the Missouri#and be in the
tUniterl States in Septembef. This shows
' that be bisd, at that time, noidea of !he e-
.vents in which ke was subsequently invol-
-¥ed, and that he had abandoned the cher-
ashed field of his intended scientific re-

- .aearches for the espress purpose of avoid-

«ing all offence to the Mexican authorities.
Of the events in the valley of the San Joa-
quin and the camp on the Sierrs, he
speaks a few words without detail, but
descriptive of his condition, characteristic
of his prudence .1n not’ compromising his
country, and worthy to be repeated in his

__own- laoguage, ~He says : - The Spag-

iards were somewhat rude. -and inhospita-
. ble below, and ordered me out of the coun-

' tey,'dfter having given me permission’ to
: ‘;{;ter'thére. -+ My ‘sense ‘of duty did not

 permit me to . fight them, but we retired

- slowily & growlingiy befere a force of 3 or 4

-hundred wen, and two pieces of artillery,
Without the ‘shadow ol a cause, the gov-
{ernor'suddenly raised the whole country

- sgainst me, issning a false and scandalous
'E:‘r;'c'l'l‘ma'tion.-' Of course, 1did not dare

-to compromise the United States, against
" which appearances would havebeen strong;
. hut though it was in my power to increase
‘' my party by Amesicans, I refrained from

commutiiog s solitary. sct of bostility or

on the west side of then 1n an entirely
destitute condition,

Having carelully examined my position,
and toreseeing, | think, clearly, aLwL the
cunsequences which may eventuate to me
(rom such a step, I determined to take
such active and anticipatory tneasures as
should scem to me most expedient to pro-
tect my party and justtfy my own charac-
ter. 1 was well aware of the grave re-
sponsibility which 1 assumed, but I also
determined that having once decided 1o do
80, | would assuame itand its consequen-
ces (ully and entirely, and go through with
the business completely to the end. 1 re-
gret that, by a sudden emergency, I have
only an hour lor wiitiog to all friends, and
that therefore from the absence of detail,
what I say to you will not be clearly un-
derstood. Castro®s first measure was an
attempt to incite the Indian population of
the Joaquin and Sacramento valleys, and
the neighburing mouutains, to burn the
crops of the foreigners and otherwise pro-
ceed immediately against them. These
Indians are extremely numerous, and the
success of his weasure would have been
very destructive § but he failed entirely.
On the 6th of June I decided o the course
which’ 1 would pursue, and immlediately
concerted my eperations with the foreign-
ers inhabiting the Sacramento valley, A
few days afterwards, one of Castro’s offi-
cers, with a party of 14 men, attempted
to pass a dreve of 200 horses from Seno-
ma to Santa Clara, via New Helvetia,
with the'avowed purpose of bringing truops
into the country, ' On the 111h, they were
surprised at daylight on. the Cosumne riv-
er by a party of 12 from my camp. ' The
horses were taken, but they (the men)
were dismissed without injury.. At day-
break on the 15th, the military fort ot So-

.impw;‘wjaty;”7 His vext 1lelte(“i‘! q.ated
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noma was taken.by surprise; with 9 brass,

|
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by supposing me to be acting uader or-
derg Irom our government, unwittivgly
commit himself jn affording me other than
such assistance as his instructiony would
authorize him paturally to offer an officer
charged with un important public duty ;
or, in fine, toany citizens of the United
States. e

Information having reached me from the
commanding officer at Sonoma, that his
post was threatened with an attack by a
lorce under Gen. Castfe, 1 raiged camp
on the American lork on the aflternoon of
the 25d, and, accompanied by Mr, Gilles-
pie, ut twa in the morning of the 25th,
reached Sonoma, with 90 mounted rifle-
wen, having marched 80 miles.  Qur peo-
ple stili held the place, only one division
of Castro’s force, a squadron of cavalry,
numbering 70 men, and commanded by
Joaquin de ta Torre, (one of his best offi-
cers,) having succeeded in crousing the
straits, (Francisco bay.) This force had
attacked an advanced party of twenty A-
meticans, and (was) defeated with the
loss of two killed and two or three woun-
ded.  The Americans lost none. ‘This
was an unexpected check ‘o the Califor
nians, who had ancounced their intentions
to deleat our people without firing a gun;
'o beat out their brains with their ** tape-
derog,”’ anil destroy them ¢ con cuchillos
puros.” They were led to use this ex-
pression lrom the circumstances that a
lew days previous they huad captured two
of our meo, (an express, | and after woun-
ding, had bound ‘hem to trees, and cut
them to pieces while alive, with an exag-
geration of cruelty, which rno Indian would
be capable of. In a few days de lg Torre
was driven from the country, having bare-
ly succeeded in eflecting his escape across
the straily, the guns [»ix large and hand-

some pieces] spiked at the fort on thel

soutli side ol enteunce to Francisco bav,
and the communication with the opposite
side entirely broken off, the buats and
lauuches being either destroyed or in our
punsession.  Thiee of Castro’s party hav-
ing landed on the Sonowna side in advance,
were killed near the beach; and beyond
this there was no luss on either side. In
all these proceedings, Mr. Gillespie has
acied with me. We reached Sonuma a-
gain on the evening of July 4, and 1n the
morning I called the people together, and
spoke tu them in relation to the position
of the country, advising a coarse of ope-
rations which was unanimously adopted.
California was declared independent, the

couniry put under martial law, the force]

organized, and officers elected. A pledge,
binding themselves 1o support these meas-
ures, and 1o obey their officers, was signed
by those present. [he whole was placed
under my direction. Several officers (rom
the Portsmouth were present at this meet-
ing. Leaving Captain Grigsby, with 50
men n command of Sonoma, 1 lelt that
place on the 6th, and 1eached my encamp-
ment on the American Fork in three days
Before we arrived at that place, General
Castro had evacuated Santa Clara, which
he had been engaged in fortifying, and with
a force of about 400 men and two pieces
of artillery, commenced his retreat upon
St. _John’s, a fortified pest, having eight
pieces of ariillery, principally brass. On
the evening of the 10th we were electrified
by the arrival of an express from Capiain
Montgomery with information that Com
Sloat had hoisted the flag at Yerba Buena,
and sent one to Sonoma, 1o be hoisted at
that place. One also was sent to the of-
ficer commanding at New " Helvetia, re-
questing that 1t might be hoisted at his post.
Independence and the fiag of the United
States are synonymous terms to the for-
eigners here, [the norihern, which is the
stronger part, particularly,’] and according-
ly 1 directed the flag to be hoisted with a
salute the next morning, The event pro-
duced a groat rejoicing .among our people,
"The next day I received atiexpress from
Commodore Sloat, transmitting to me his
proclamation, and directing :me to proceed
with the force under my orders to Monte-

rey. The registered force, actually in
arms, and under my orders, numbered two

hundred and twenty rifiemen; with one

iece of field astillery, and ten men, in ad-,
|dition to the artillery of the garrison, We

were on the eve of marching in pursuit of
Castro whea this intelligence arrived ; ac-
cordingly, I directed my march upon Mon-
teroy, where I arrived on the evening of
the 10th, with a command of 160 mounted
riflemen, and one piece of artillery. 1
found also there Commodore Stockton in
:ommand of the frigate Congress, and Ad-
miral Seymour. 1n command of her Britan-
nic Majesty’s ship Collingwood, of eighty
guns. 1 have been badly interrupted, and
shall gcarcely be able to put you in full
possession of occurrences.

To come briefly to a conclusion. Com-
modore Sloat has transferred the squadron
with California and its appurtenances inlo
the hands of Commodore Stockton, who
hasresolved to make good the possession
of California. This officer spproves en-
tirely of the course pursued by myself and
Mr. Gillespie, who, I repeat, has been
hand in hand with me in this business, 1
received this morning, from Commodore
Stockton, a commission of Major in the
United Siates Army, retaining command
of my battaiion, 1o which a lorce of eighty
marines, will be attached. We are under
orders 1o embark 10 morrow morning, on
board the Cyaune slovp of war,and will dis-
embark at San Diego, immediately in the
rear of Castro. He is now atthe Puebla
de los Angeles. an interior cily. with a
force of about 500 men, supposed to be in-
creasing. The design is to attack fim with
my foice at that place.  1le has there sev-
en or eight pieces of arullery.

Commodore Sloat, who
‘way ol Panama, promises to h3
you this 1mmediately on his arrival at
Washington, 10 which he goes direct. It
is my intention to leave this country, if it
is within the bounds of possibility, at the
end of August. | could then succeed in
crossing the Rocky mountains—later it
would not be possible on account of the
snow ; and by that time a terntonal gov.
ernment will be 1n operation here.

Yours, very truly,
J. C. FREMONT.

Hon. Thomas H. Benton, United States'

Senate, YWashington cily, D. C.
DEATH-BED OF AN INFIDEL.

The wiiter of this was called about mid-
day io visit a young man in the last mo-
ments of life, He was a professed infidel,
and refused any spiriinal aid or the servi-
ces of a minister. On eutering the room
th escene was truly awfal—the young man
was dying —near the bed sat his widowed
mother and sisters., He was strugzling to
hide his feats, and appear ca'm and collec
ted in the conflict with death. Ae [ ap
proached him, the window was shightly o-
pened 1o admit sufficient light ; he turned
towards the window, and as his eye for a
moment rested on me—it was only for a
moment, however, for he as quickly turned
away, with his face towards the wall—
seemed determined 10 prevent my conver-
sing with him. I took his hand, he wiil..
drew it; [ usked him 1o look at me and 1alk
aboul hus latter end ; he groaned and hid
himself beneath the bed clothes. Again |
held his hand, and by gentle force turned
him towards me. His countenance was
intelligent, and his features good ; his ap-
pearance indicated twenty or twenty vne
years of age,

* Shall I pray with you, thy friend?’

* No, no,’ said he ; * | don’t believe in
prayer.’

* Shall I read a portion of God’s holy
word?’

* No ;10. don't worry me ; I don't be-
lieve the Bible. Why add te my suffer-
inge with such things? 1 tellyou | am an
infide!, and all 1 ask is to be left alone.?

* Do you know you are dying, my young
friend?’

* Yos, | know it well enough~1I never
shall see that sun rise or set again—1 wish
it was over—] wish [ was dead—I wish
you would leave me—I did not send for
you—-mother, mother, send this man away
—it is useless to talk 10 me.’

* Oh, my boy,’ cried the almost heart

broken mother, ‘ do listen to the word of

truth.  You will eoon be beyond its reach
—you are fast hastening to the judgment,
Oh, my child, itis a fearful thing to meet
God unpiepared.’

Her sobs chosked her utterance. I knelt
by his side, and prayed for God’s Spirit to
bring the wanderer back. He rolled and
tossed in his bed, and constantly 1nterrapt.-
ed me during prayer ; | then read from the
Bibie such verses as | thought would lead
his mind to right reflection. He hid his
face, placed his fingers in his ears, and beg-
ged me to desist, and groaned so audibly as
to alarm those in the room, After several
ineffectual attempts 10 get him into conver-
salion, I rose 10 leave the room. As I pas-
sed towards the door, 1 grasped his hand
and esid, * farewell, my friend.” He rais-
ed his eyes towards me, and seemed to be
willing to listen. .

* Suppose,” usid I, * we were on board
a ship together, aad in some violent storm
the ship was wrecked—1 had seeured a
plank, and as I clong to it for safety. refu-
sed to let you take bold. Whatwould you
think of me?’ o

¢ 'Phink -of youi’ said he; ¢ 1
think you were a selfish wretch,’

-+ We have been wrecked—here [point:
ing 10 the Bible] is the plank on which 1
rest; the billows of death ave riding over
‘you ; and will you lay hold beforeitis for-
ever oo late. Befoie you is the shoreless

would

‘'dom of Hedven
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ocean of aternity ; the voice of maroy may
yet be heard. Turn you, for why will ye
die? Your infidelity is no security for such
a storm. ‘Think ofiyour Saviour—O look
to him as your only stafl, your only sure
support.”’ , '

He kept my hand ; the tear started in
his eye ; Lis whole soul was centred in the
gaze of agony. ‘It is too late, too late;
there is no mercy, no hope for me, 1 am
tost, forever lost.’ ,

Before the sun set, his soul ‘was in eter-
nity ; gone to the sudit. At twelve years
of age, he left the Sabbath achool ; com-
menced hie apprenticeship, associated with
infidelity and drank the poison. At twen-
ty summoned to the bar of God, without a
ray of light to cheer the darkness of the
valley of the shadow of death. Young msn
think of this sad story ; flee from sin to
holiness and God.~— Boston Watchman.

THEORY OF WIND.

Heated air has a tendeccy to rise, and
cold air rushes into supply its place.—
Thus the heated air of the equatorial re-
gions rises and gives place to a current
sent {rom the polar regions, which isa
procesi that serves to equalize the tem-
peralure of the world, But the polar
eountrieslying near the axis of the sphere,
the uir lrom those regions has uot receiv-
ed 80 much motion as that about the equa-
tor, or greater distance [rom the axis,
wherefore it arrives at the equator, where
the motion of the earth 18 greater. If it
had no motion before an east wind would
be the consequence, and the force of that
wind would be as the difference between
the motion of the earth where the wind
came from, and that where it arrived ; but
then it has a3 motion to the seuth ; for it
rushes into'a vacum leflt by the air which
rises, s0 that the wind will not be from
the east, but from the northeast ; und the
number of degrees north of the east from
which it will blow, will depend upon the
comparative force of air from the oorth, te
the difference between the earth’s motion
at the equator and at the polar region from
whence the aic comes. - As there must be
a corresponding efflux from the equater
higher up, according to ‘this theory the
wind should every where be north-east or
south-west, but it blows in different direc-
tions at different times and places, and
this probably depends on the variations in
lemperature at diflerent tines and places,

MISERIES IN LIFE.

Residing between a stone-cutller’s and
ax undertaker’s,

Passiag a narrow passage fresh painted.

Lireaming that you have wings, and wa-
king with a fit of the gout.

Euadeavoring to make violent love ua-
der the table, and pressing the wrong foot,

Heartiog the bells ring for the marriage
of your rival.

Toasting cheese, and when it is wore
than half doane, letting it tall iato the ash-
er.
Drying a long letter, by holding it neg-
ligently behind your back to the fire, as
yuu converse with a [riend; turning round
and beholding it in fames.

Forced by politeness to leave a comfort-
able party for the purpose of accompany-
ing a cross old maid 1o her lodgings, twe
miles distant. S

Wishiog to wake early *‘for the boat,”
—louking at your watch, and discovering
you neglected to wnd it over night.

Making several memorandum knots in
your haudkerchiel, and furzetling the im-
purtant cause of every one uf them.

Dreaming that you have suddenly ac-
quired a large fortune; stretching wut
your hand {o grasp the welcome booty, u-
waking and finding nething in your fist
but the bed-post,

Going with a party of pleasure on the
water ; while in the act of handing a lady
into the boat, your foot slips, and you
tumble in up to your neck, dragging the
aftrignted fair one after you.

e

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.

*1f the people were not hanged for mur-
der,? said a young lady, * we should net
be safe in our beds. »

A mewmber of the Society of Friends,
who happeved to be present, and heasrd -
this argument for capital punishment, drew
his chair up to the lady, and said—

I waot to ask thee a question or two.
Dost thou think a man "ought to be hung
before he has repented ¥’ , ‘

*Oh no-~certainly not! No one ought
to be sent into eternity until he is prepar-
ed for the kiogdom of Heaven !’ i

*¢+Good " said the Friend : ¢ but now’l,
have another question to ask thee, Dost ™
thou thiak any man ought to.be hung after
he has repented and is fitted for the king-
We need.not

say the lady wase |p¢ech
less. i B o

. reod

ComioaLiTiEs—~* A new broom sweeps
clean,” as the widow said when her new:
husband ran oft with all her money, ... '

* | can be no follower of thine," as the
cripple said when the loaler ran. oB with
his crutches, . o

*1 hope I have:given satisfaction,” 38
the pistol ball said'to the. wopnded duelist,

‘I'm getting "up’'in" the world,? as the
shad said ‘whon drawn out of the water.

*Don’t speak all at once,” as thein.

strugtor said to his deaf and dumb pupils '




