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Extracts from the Speech of|
Col. Bigler.

In SeNaTE.—00 the Bill granting the
right of way to the Baltimore and Oljio
. Railroad Company, tv extend said road

o Pittsburg, _

Mr. SpeARER.—A considerable portion
of the remarks which 1 am about to make,
would have been quite 85 appropriate, if
they had bean delivered pending the pas-
sage of the Bil to incorporate the Pean-
sylvania Bailroad Company ; but that sub-
ject, and the one now before the Senate
ore no closely connected, that I concluded
to reserve all the.remarks which I had to
make 10 reference to beth, for the present
occasion.

I have not the vauily to believe that
anything that I can say will nfluence the
vote of any member of this body; and 1
should not now ask the indulgence of the
.Senate, if it were not that I desire to
make my position, feelings nnd opinions
.known to my constituents. Much time
has alrendy been occupied in the discus-
sion of this question. It hos Leen exten-
.sively and ably handled by its decided
friends, and 1 shall not pretend to exam-
ine it in all its bearings, but confine my
remarks to my ewn peculiar opinions in
reference to it,

I have, heretolore, Mr. Speaker, de-
clared a liberal doctrine on this subject.
1 have said thatif it were not for the inleo-
rest which the State has in her main line
of improvements, and the necessity which
exists for the revenues which she derives
trom ti-at quarter, to meet the urgent de-
mands ol- her creditors, 1 would grant al-
most any spplication of this nature. |
would extend to them a choice of markets,
and the greatest possible facilities for

_reaching our commercial cilies—leaving
those citiea to present their own induce-
meats for the attraction of trade snd
commerce. Nor would I adopt a contrac-

ted and selfish pulicy in reference to sur-},

rounding States. We sre in fact, the
same people, actuated by the same mo-
tives, and having the same object in view,
separated by mere imaginary lines—and
] would alwoys most gladly promote the
prosperity of the citizens of an adjoiniog
State, if 1 could do so without injury to
those of our own. It scems but nsatural
and right, however, that in legislating up-
on subjects of this kind, wo should exer-
cise a reasonable and proper discrimipa-
tion in faver of the marts of trade within
our own limits, and so direct our action as
to foster, enrich and build up ecur own
commercial cities, in preference to those
ol another State.. But even this cannot
always be done by the exercise of an illib-
<ral anid contracted policy. The laws of
trade cannot be seriously infringed with.
out being followed by the most injurious
consequences. ‘To stop the courses of the
tlood in the human system, is to produce
debilitation and death, Soin reference
to trade snd commerce. All efforts to
force trade through unnatural channels
and into markets having no attraction for
it, only tends to_weaken and destroy it.
1t isa true saying, * that business will jeg-|
ulate itself,? and it 13 true, that trade uo-
restrained will find its proper n.arket, as
that water will find its level il left to its
patural tendercy.
In the question now before the Senate,
both our principal cities are said to be
deeply interested ; and what is most un-
fortunate, those interests, according to the
conceived notions of the people of both,
sre adverse. What the Pittsburgers say
is' necessary for their future wellare and
happivess, the Philadelphians allege will
work out for them aund the Statate gener-
ally, ruin and disaster. 1 confess Mr,
Speaker that while I rgard the question
as a very important ore, I cannot ook up-
on it as involving such mighty consequen:-
ces. Whatever disposition may be mnde
of i1, both our Eastern and Western Me-
tropolis .will conlinue to prosper. The
Mechanical and Manufacturing operations
of Pittsburg will continue to progress—
the noise.of the hammer will be heard in
her machine-shops, and the general bustle
of business will be wilnessed in hier streets.
The commerce of Philadelphis will not
perish 3 and if the great city will but act
—if she will butimprave the advantages
which nature has given her, she need not
.be alarmed.atl the enterprise ot any ol her
‘commercial competitors, Lel ber and hes
.gister tity:of the West, but unite with the
" balance.of the State in improving the nat-
ural advantsges which we possess over
adjoining States, and it will. matter to her
Bt little, what her, rival cities, either on
- the North or South, may do.  We have
wiihig our own State, Mr. Spegker, the
‘lementsd of ‘prosperity and greatness ;
und i('is only necessary for us fo use the
“means, 0 ,
'&t"nfflﬁe reach of injur y, and above suc-
cess(ul fivalry. The subject, though im
portabt, b gréatly magmfied by the excite-
meint’ which exists in reference.toit.
The Philadelphians alter. remainiog si-
~ Jeit .on; the_ subjeet until danger.in: theis
‘opinion, was at fheir very doors, now step
Yosward and. ask the people of Pittsburg
M A .

adopted.

generally.

to place bothoyr principal cities|g
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to cease their eflorts to form commercial’

alliances with their rivals, a0d they will
consiruct an improvement that will sub-
serve the interests of both cities ; and for
one,,Bir, I believe them to be honest and
sincere in this matter, and desire to give
them a faie opportunity to do so. 1[I the
peopleof Philadelphia will construct a con-
tinuous Railroad from Harrisburg to Pitts-
burg or Erie, or to both, they will not on!y
be atowed to do so, but they ought to be
encoursged nnd aided in so grand & laud-
ible an enterprise. This improvement
would extend over the entire lenath of the
State, and would connect Pittsburg with
the Atlantic cities, by the shortest possible
link.  Why, then, 1 would ask, Mr,
Speaker, should it ot be preterred ? W hy
is it not satisfactory to buth parties 7 Why
will it not answer the purposes ot Pitts-
burg and Philadelphia both? ‘The an-
swer to all this, by the Pittsburg people,
is, that they have no confidence in these
Philadelphia declarations, that the idea of
a continuous road was gotten up asa mere
ruse to defeat a grant of the right of way
to the Baltimore and Ohio road—that a
conlinuous road will not even be com-
menced ; and that i the meantime, the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Compony
will edopt some other'terminug, and the
oppoitunity of drawing that improvement
to Pittsburg will be lost forever—and thus
the busivess and enterprise ol their city
would be prostrated. The Philadephianc,
on the otherhand, most solemnly declare
that they are able and willing to construct
a road to Pittsbusp, and that they wiil
commence (o do'so Torthwith, if the Le-
gistature will give them an act of incorpo-
ration, and the right of way he not grant-
ed. It is vur business Sir, to sellle this
dispute acccording to the dictates of our
judgment,

Iam, Mr. Speaker, in favor of a con-
tinuvus railroad through our ewn State;
and my ebject hus heen, and shall be, to
give it a prelerence. [ desire to test the
sincerity of these Philadelphia declara-
tions, to see whether they are the result of
calm, business calculation, or whether
they proceed Irom mere excitement and
alarm. I believe, Sir, that this can be
done without hazardiug the interests of
Pittsburg 85 connected with the right of
way—ond God knows, that if ever 1 haz.-
ard the interests of that city, sach action
will be the result of error, and not of de-
sign, No man here, Sir—not even the
Senator (rom Allegheny himself, feels
more attached to’the interasts and people
of that -enterprising and flourishing city,
than I do. It was with the view Sir, of
testing the disposition of the Philadel.
phians to construct a road from Harrisburg
to Pittsbarg, without hazarding the wel.
face of the latter, that T offered, some days

giace, {o attach a proviso ta thig bill, post-

puning its effect to the first of June, 1846

~—and rendering it null and void, il the
subscriptions to the continuous road should

be made. And, Sir, the more | examine
the subject, the more firmly am I grounded
in the opinion, that this pelicy ought to be
It 15, in my opinion, the true
policy of both cities, and of the Stute
Granting the right of -way

may not do as*much for that aity. ‘The

grant inay not be embraged, and will not
be, if it be the interest of that company

to carry it clsewhere. If 1 cannot arnive
at my ovbject in any other way, [ shall feel
constrained, by my own judgement, and

by the 1interests of that section of the
State, which I represent here, to vole
sgainst any bill granting the right of way
to the Baltimore and Ohio Company du-
ring the present sessivn; but, Sir, 1 de
sire at the same time to say, that if the

Philadelphians should fail ur neglect to

proceed with the continuous read, aud |
should live to take a seat in this Senate at
its pext session ; and the [riends of the
right of way will take such a bill as will

protect the interests of the State in her
public works, I shall advocate and vote
for 1ts passage. It will then come within

‘the genersl priuciples which L have lad
down upon subjectsof this kind.

It Phil-
adelphis will net act, the right of way
will, and vught to be granted ; and [ de-
sire to impress upon her citizens the fact,
that there 19 for them vo other alternative
—no escape from the consequences of the
extension of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-
road, except by uniling with the balance
of the State to cunstruct an avenue for
Western trade and travel through our ter-
ritory, The_travelling public will ne
longer be confined to canal boats and sla-
ges—that day has gone by.

But now sir, I am brought ta consider
what the effects ol sn immediate and up-
conditional grant of the right of way to
the Baltimore company would be upon
this grand enterprise of Philadelphia.—
What influence would it have upon the
minds of those who are to fyroish the cop-
ital to prosecute this noble design? 1t
must be spparent to all that the eflect
would be most injurious; that it would
paralize it not completely prostrate this
rand scheme, upon the success of which,
in my opinion, the luture welfare of jshe
slate fo a very preat degree depends.” A
considerable amount of capital would, I
have no doubt, be furnished from mere
feelings of local pride and patriotism, and
a still laiger amount, from consideratiops
connected with' the commercial interests
of ‘Philadelphia.  But these would. not; I

N

fear, be sufficient. Men must be induced
to"take stock in this work, with the view
ol receiving profitable dividends. - These
gentlemen will view the matter with cool’
ness and deliberation—they will see a
powerful competitor winding its way from
the south—stretching forth its iron arms
to grasp the glittering prizes of the Ohio
to arrive at Pittsburg simultaneously with
the continuous road, to compefe with it,
oot for a part, but for the entire trade
and travel, for every passenger and every
pound of tounage, and when they contem-
plate the nature of the competition “that
would be likaly to arise between two pow-
ecful corporations, brought into clese prox-
imity partaking somewhat of the sover-
eignty of two preat states—stimulated by
the commercial interests of Baltimore on
the one hand, snd those of Philade!phia
on the ether—and wheri they call ‘o mind
the consequences of such competition, av
presented in the case of the Reading rail-
road amd Schoylkill navigation companies,
I fear they will' become zlarmed and re-
luse to assist.  But sir, it iy said that it
would be the interest of the company con-
structing a continunus road to have the
Buttimore and Ohio road to terminate at
at Pittsburg; that it would be less injuri.
ous at that point than at any other on the
Ohio river. 1t matters not sir, whether
the apprehensions to which [ have refer-
red be founded in ercor or in truth j they
will be none the less potent for evil, tor
the time being, to this new enterprise ; and
thus, 1 fear, it may be nipped in the very
bud. T am perfectly sati-fied sir, that o/
both roads terminated at Pittsburg, the
chances of success would be against the
Baltimore road. T'he Pensylvania 1oad
would have many advantages~ The dis-
tance from PhilngelphiaAto-l’l!lsburg. by
the Bultimore road would be about 412
miles, while by the continuvus road it
would vot exceed 342, leaving & clear ad-
vantoge in distance of 100 miles. This
advantage would certainly be decisive as
to all travellers going to or returning from
New York or Boston, and if a railrond
should be constructed from Harrisburg to
York, it might even attract much of the
travel destined lor Baltimore, as the Pean-
sylvania route will be still the shorter of
the two; travellers weuld be likely, at
least to alternate on these routes. Time
and distance would therefore, be in faver
of the Pennsylvaunia road, ‘These areo
very important features in the law of trade,
but they are often neutralized By other
principles of the code. The produce ol
the west first seeks the best Atlantic mar-
ket, and then the shortest and cheapest
route wheseby to reach such market, and
hence it may aud will happen, that the
shortest and cheapest route for the pro-
duce of the west to resch the Atlantic
cities, will not always be embraced; be-
cause such avenue may lead to an inferior
market. These principles also tend to
insure the success of the Pennsylvania
rcad, because Phitadelphia.and N. York
ore the leading markets in the east, They
affurd not oly a mure extensive and equal-
ly favorable market for the trade ol the
west, but their exchanges are made on bet-
ter terms ; merchandise can be purchased
at lower rates, and hence the western
merchant consigns his preduce to these
markets, even if the costs of transporta-
tion should be a little higher than would
enable him to artive at an inferior eastern
market.

But we are told that if the Baltimare
and Ohio road be not allowed to come to
Pittsburg, that it will reach the Ohiv river
at Wheeling or Parkerburg, and that its
terminalion al either of these points will
render it much more efficient as a com-
petitor to our public works, or to a road
through our own state—that it will arrest
and carry off all the ascending trade and
travel of the Ohio river. To prove this,
it has been stated, that the three-lourths
of all the travellers now coming up the
Ohio river, leave the steamboats at Whee.
ling and go by stages, on the national read,

52 mwiles, to Cumberiand, and {rom
thence to Ballimore by the Railroad.—
These facts, Mr. Speaker, are well known
and wili not be denied by any one.  But,
sir, why is it so? Is the reason tound in
the diflicullies of the route from Wheel-
ing to Pitteburg? No, sir, itis because
there is no way of reaching the Kast {rom
Pittsburg in the winter season excepl by
stages to Chambersburg, or by the North-
ern route through Huntingdon and Lew-
istown, and in the summer season by the
Peungylvania Canal, or the Monongalhela
navigation to Brownaville, and from thence
to Cumberland by stages. ‘These routes
are tedious and taborious. But, sir, how
wany would leave the river at Wheeling,
if they had the opportunity of taking a
railroad at Pittsburg, teadiug to Philadel-
pbian?  Why, sir, not one man. KEven
the possengers destined lor 'Baltimore
would come to Harrisburg, and go thence
1o York by stuges, But it-may be asked
how the matter would stand, if the Balli-
more” rond were extended to Wheeling?

‘Would it take a- greater proportion of
travel ‘(han it would do if terminating at
Pittsburg ? .This, Mr. Speaker, I cunfess

is a question surrounded with some diffi-
culty. - I may not be competent to answer

‘was" in “regspuable: navigatioa oriler, pas-

-

1t ‘correctly. - 1 incline to the opinion,
however, that at all times mhen the river,

sengers for-Philadelphia, New York. or
any of the eastern cities, would- continte]

up the river to Pittsburg, and go thence
by the Pennsylvania road. [ believe, sir,
that the further south the connexion is
made, the more’ unsuccessful will this
rond be in carrying oft the trade of the
Ohio river—and the less so will 1t be in
carrying tonnage. [ cannot persuade my-
self that a railroad lying parallel with the
steam navigation én the Ohio river, with
no advantages in distance, and the disad-
vantages of high grades and eurvatures,
with the still greater .disadvantages of
leading toan inferior market, can succeed
in the transportation of heavy pooads or
western produce,  The higher up the con-
nexinn with the Ohio river, the nore pow-
erful will the competition of this roud be
tor the business of our public works., The
route from Cumberland to Pittsburg is
undoubtedly the shortest and best location
named for*this road. To save the toonage
to vur public works, is an object of two
fold importanca. " It will secure to the
state the revenue she so much needs, and
to Philadelphia her usuat commerce 5 for
itis not by permiting travellers to go (o
Baltimore, that this great city is to be in-
jured in her business ; it i3 by sending the
produce of the west to the Ballimare
market. And it should not be forgotten,
that il the terminus of this road should
be at Wheeling or Parkersburg, all the
business and travel above such terminus
is secured to the Pennsylvania works free
of competition, and should a railroad be
made to Cleveland and one towards Cin~
cinnati, this will constitute the largest
portinn of the western business. Where
will this road terwinate, il it be no} al-
lowed to come to Pit'sburg? The Vir-
ginia Legislature, for two successive ses-
sions, has refused to grant the right of
way to Parkersburg. The President of
the company has condemned the Whee!l.
ing route as being virtually impracticable.
Is 1t to remain at its present terminus ? It
is not fair to presume that it will. This
would be virtually throwing away the
large amount of money already expended
in its construction. Then, sir. will it
come to Pittsburg, if the right of way be
granted ; or will our law be used to ob-
tain more favorable legistation from the
State of Virginia 7 On this point, Mr,
Speaker, we are much in the dark. No
Senator’ scems to have any koowledge of
the disposition of the Baltimore company
on this subject. II we are to judge from
the public actions of the Company, they
do not desire to come to Pittsburg, and
will pot do 8o if they can get permission
o go elsewhere. Then, sir, what may be
the effect of our action here? We may
be giving this company the power more
effectually to injure us, We may be ma-
king one chance in the game agzainst our-
selves. I the offect of this legislation
should be to open all the routes, then it
would be a matter of cool business calcu-
lation with the Company, which to adopt.
And no set of men in the country are
better able to decide this question correct-
ly, than the officers of this Cempany. If:
they should arrive at the conclusien that
they can come to Pittsburg and success-
fully compete with the Pennsylvania im-
provements, they would do so; if not,
they would go to Parkersburg or Wheel-
ing. I, sir, a connexion at either of the
latter points, presents allythe advantages
which are claimed for them by some gen-
tlemen on this floor. then, sir, this road
never will come to Pittsburg ; but il it
should dJo so, we have, and can have, no
guarantee that the Ohio river will not be
tapped lower down, smd that when we
have introduced a powerful competitor
into the very heart of our own business,
we will not still be visited with the conse-
quences of a competitor below. [ndeed,
sir, we have evidence that we will have
such a competitor, in the shape of the
Richmond and Guyadot Improvewents.
But I have said, Mr. Speaker, thi‘)‘: we can tost
the sincerity of the Philadelphians in reference (o
the construction of the continuous road, without
hazarding ‘1he interests of Pittaburg as connected
wilh the nght of way. And how a0l  Why, s,
i tho Baltimore and Ohio Cotapany desire to como
1o Pittshurg with their road, they will not think of
ndopting any other terminus in ono or even two
years, and nost certainly they would not do so, if
tho proviso. which [ intcod to offer to this bill,
should bo adopted, It will ba noinconvenience to
them to delay to June, 1847; or until it shall bo
ancertgined that the stock of the Ponnsy!vania road
will be subseribed, I believe, sir, thoy now have
no means to go sny where. They are financially
weuk. ‘True they havo threo millions of Marylund
bupde, which thoy are required 1o sell at par or
not atall; but evean if this restriction wore taken
off, they could not make them available without
sustaining njruinona loss, Besides, sir, they nro as
you will perceive by the public prints, tnviting
proposals‘to re-build some (birty miles of their
road lying botween Harpor's Ferry and Baltimore,
which read was constructed on tho old” porishable
plan, with flat rails, and I am assared, that by noxt
season, snother part of this rend will require to be
resbuilt.  Thus, sir, are the funds and enorgies
of the Coinpany required 1o ropair their present
road, and thoy will not, perhops, even have means
to examine and survey the roygfe for the new rpud.'
much lesa proceod to constructit.  ‘This road{may
at some 1imo be constructed 1o the Qhia river=Fhut
we scem to be looking upon it as an ovent of to-
morrow. ‘Why, alr, this company, with all their
original means and energics have been somo sove
outeon yeurs golting from Baltimore to Cuberland,
aud if they are forced to go 10 _‘-‘}‘h", Fishing
Croek, or. Parkersburg, their worl iv yet [ its in-
fancy—it 18 not half accomplished = At tho esme
ratio of progrovs that has heratoforo characterizod
the conatruction of this road. 1t will be twenty
years roaching its destination. ‘Time enough, sir,
to make-the continuous road to Pittsburg and make

‘both her “and Pli!lnd‘o!phip'rich,.‘ befuqq_ thig cotns
petitor cari‘get-into full potver. "And,_‘im.‘fmay’not"
4ho Virginis improvement on the South and-‘ours

w
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on the North, have a tendency 1o cenfine this work
whero it now ia? [ cannot 1mngine, for the life of
mo, Mr. Speaker, why itis, that some goatlemen
havo so much confidenco in tho ability of Baltiv
more and this company to finish thia grest work,
and so littlo confidonce in the nbility of Philadels
phia, Pittsburg and the interior of the State,to
construct 8 railrond from Harrisburg to Pittsbuig,
a much less work. Why, sir, Philadelphia is bet-
ter able of horsolf to make o rond from Harnsburg
to both Pintsburg and Erie, than Baltimoro is to ox-
tend her road to the Ohio by the Fishing Creek
routo—better able, sir,1o donstruct a road the entire
‘distance-from Harrisburg to Cleveland, than Balti-
moro is torecach Parkersburg with hers. Thue, sir, I
am satisfied that wo can postpone a grant of tho right
of way either positively or conditionally, without
endangering the interests of Pittsburg, or delay the
ultimnie completion of thie .rond. But, sir, 1 may
bo told that if the stock of the Pennsylvania road
should be subweribed, then tho Baltimore road
would nover come to Pittsburg, Bo it so, Mr.
Speaker. If theso roads aro incompatiblo—if we
can have but one of them, I cannot hesitate in se-
lacting the Ponnsylvania road) nor sir, can I see
that Pittaburg would have any cause of complaint,
if a road ho mado connecting with tho Atlantic
cities by the shortest possible link. - T

I now desiro losubmit some romarka in rofers
caco lo a continuous railroad to connect the castern
and western waters. 1 am glad that this subject s
beginning to attract a portion of the public atten-
tion which ite parnmount importanco entitles.it to,
I'am eapecially rojoiced, Sir, that our great com-
morcial melropolis is buocoming awaka. to tho sm-
portat.ce of an improvoment of this kindi:'and I
trust tho day is not far distant whon_ this- great
work will ho accomplished, I desira’to 868 our
two great cities, Philadelphia and Pittsburg:-spee~
dily connected.by an artery of thie kind, extending
over our own territory, withont reference to any
particuler location, T am willing to leavo all the
routos opon to the choico of tho company. The
quostion of the routo is one that nature hasdeci-
dad, and it will be for the company to ascertain -
whero that decigion is, 1 care not that company
may sclect the middle route of Mr Schlatter’s sur-
vey, pursuing the Susquehanna river for a fow
miles above this place, and then crossing to its
westorn shore and following it to the mouth of the
Juniata, and thouce up the southern ehore of that
rivor to Lowistown, and from thence up tho Kishs
acoquillas croek to Stone mountain, and fror thence
by tho valley of Shaver's creok to the Little Jumi-
ata and Petorburg, thence to the summit of the
Alleghany atthe Sugar Run Gap, and from thence
to Pittsburg, or whethor they seloct tho northern
route, up tho valleys of the West Branch of the
Susquehanna river and Bald Eagle creek, and in
this way reach the summit of the Alleghontes; or,
that thoy follow the Cumberland Nalley road to
Chambersburg, and go from thence to Johnstown
in Cambria county. which, though noversurveyed,
18 said to bo a practicablo route. Let but a road
be made. Lot the route which nature has deaige
nated bo adopted. If tho location should happen
to be, considerably north or south of the state
not yet provided for. Tho peoplo in the southern
tior of counties urgo tho right of way for the Bal-
timore and Ohio company, partially on the ground
that they derivo no direct advantages from the
public works, whilat they aro as constantly eafled
upon tocontribute their pertion of ravenue to moet
the interest on the debt contracted in tho cons
struction of these improvements. This, Mr. Spea-
ker, 1o some extent, i# eorrect; but tho same posi-
tion might bo assumed with even more propriety
and truth in reference to nearly all the northwesis
ern counties of the State, constituting onesfourth
of hor torritory. Theso counties. derive little or
no advantagés from the public works, and unhke
the southern counties, they are now and poor, and
greatly neod tho moans for developing their wealth,
Why sir, no county in tho Siate has more just
cause of complaint, on this ecors, than the httle
county of Clearfiold. Hoer citicens not only derive
no advantages from the publio works, but they are
forced by means of theso works, to suetain on anvy
nual injury to doublo the amoitnt of their taxation.
Prior to tho construction of the public works her
pcople had a natural avenuo to the eastern mark-
ota ; hor hardy sons placed their coal and lumber
in arks and rafts, on the emooth surfaee of the plas
cid Susquehannn, and floated calmly down the
curroas uninterrupted by lide waters nor dashed
to pieces by viclent cataracts. But sir, in the con-
struction of the public improvements, dams have
boen thrown across this noble river, which are
productive to the desceading navigation of greas
delay and danger. Estimating the numbor of arks
and rafts descending the river, from this county,
annually at six hundred, and the additional time
in making a trip to market, at an averago of four
days, at five dollars por day; and you hava the
sum of twolve thousand dollars annually. This
Sir, to @ very small county, is no tufling burshan.
And in addition Sir, these dams prevent the shad
ascending the river in the Bpring. and thus we up-
river people are deprived of a valuable luxury,
which nature intended wo should enjoy, and which,
Sir, in the opinion of a gentloman of your good
taste, I have no doubt, is a most grevious privation.
This, Mr. Sposker, is no fish story. Every allega-
tion I have here made could be es:ablished ins
court of justice, and yot sir, lot the railroads and
canals go whero they may, our people have not.
and will not cemplain.

Allusion to tho odicus doctrine of repudiation
has been made in connexion with these ‘rmlrond
questions,  Sir, this ought not to be, This Jaco-
biical, degrading, honor-tarnishing and wicked
doctrine hae heen cansigned Lo oblivion by tha hone
esty and virtuo of the poople of Ponnsylvania, and -
thore 16t it rest. Let no man, at thig day, f9r
small or great cause, drag its hideous visago ngain
betore the eye. R

‘The Allegheny mountains, Ms, Spoaker, present
the unly great obstacle to o railrood communication -
baetwaon tho east and west. On this -uhjecx. 5
wish to read nn extract from a publication made in,
\bo United States Gnzotte, some timo last fall, and
which a friend has pluced in my posscssion—1 hove
a parsonal knowledge of its author, and know that
tho fucts stated, or many of them, waro ascortained
upon actunl oxamination by compotent scientific
men. Tho writor advegates the construction of a
main stom of railrond 1o the summit of the Allg-.
ghentes, and from thonco branches to Pitisburgand
Erie. Ho anys— . : AR

« 'Tho wholo distance from Philadelphin 1o Pitts
barg ie 336 miles, and from Marrisburg 229 1-2,
with no grades exceeding 45 fout v the miles~—
106 1.2 miles of this road uro now éoinpleteds | Kxs,

ground, have brought to light vome coutrolling
‘facts, Tho crossing or.ihe avoidipy the ‘Alleghé~
'ny, range is the problem to bd solved.in all connex-
ions 19 be.made between fhe east aml the west.—
It 18 0, romarkable circumstancg, that'in all the sur-,
voys mado'by thisatite and by chartored companies,
the mod( fensable pinint forsurmounting that bar-
rier, has nevor yetilicen ex’umin.cd. 'I‘hp' \v‘r'ilorL
‘works, 1 shodldust:tomplain, as it wénld |
‘accommodate: the <people; ‘and’ develupe

¢

thew téaourtes ot & Uportion- ot ‘the - State
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aminations made wince (ol Schlatter was on tho_ e



