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———nd

HOPE ON.
Hope on! how oft the darkest night -
Precedes tho fairest day !
Oh guard thy goul from rorrow's blight—
Clouds may obscure the doy god’s hight,
Yot shines it sii)l as clear and bright,
When they have pasred away.

“

Hope on! though disapporntment's wings
© Above thy path shall ecar;
Though slander drive hor rankling stings,
Though malice all hier venom brings,
Though festering darts detraction flings,
8till must the storm pans o’or.

I alava to poverty thou art,
Beer bravely with thy lot—
Though keen her galling cheins woy eniast
Btrive etill to rend their links apart,
Hope on! for the despairing heart
God surely loveth not.

Hope on! hope on! though droar and dark
‘Thy futuro may sppear;
‘The sailor in his storm tossed bark
8iill guides the helm, and hopes 10 mark,
Amid the gloom somo beacon epurk,
His dangerous way to cheer,

Tho" wealih takes wings, or friends forsuke,
Be not by grief opprest ;
Bletn winter binds with ice the lake.
But genial spring it.bonds shall break ;
Hope on! e firmer purpose take,
And leave to Gad the rest,

From the New York Sunday Times.

The Boaster Punished.

BY THADDEIUS W. MEIOHAM.

The desire to do evil is nat so ol{en cn-

made by the heart, the black heast, which
i its own destrayer, and which, encloged
in a well-clad form or rendered more ap.
parent to the superficial eye by an out-
ward show of rags, is all the same—a bad
‘monitor, prompting to crime, and sowing
the sceds of wretchedness wherever the
soil of human weakness or worldly credu-
lity offers ununbroken surface to the wick.
ed secdsman. The owner of a black hear!
never escapes the consequences vl his di-
relictions.  Sooner or later the wrath of
offended virtue, or the thunderbolt of out-
raged justice, prostrates the unfortunate

been spared the curse vl natural depravi-
1y, a dreadful monument of warning.

Black is the heart that can frame a wo-
marn’s ruin, doubly dyed in awful wick.
edness is the mind which, 1egardless of
the holiest ubligations, can falsely and by
inuendo and disingenuous insinuatian, seil
the name of a virtuous lemale. Such hearin
and such minde are legitimate prey—their
eradication the meed of duty, an heavenly
tash!

With swelling veins and quickened

ulse we have often listened to the (stlow-
ing tale o} retributive justice, related by a
veuersble South Carolinien, '

In a small vitlage in the State that Mar-
ion has rendered famoug, dwelt a young
man of property and potitien, named
Bnunders. With every blessing that ren-
ders life sught but a burden, Ssunders
wag the most restless, unheppy ard una-
smiab'e person in the town. His sole stu
dy was deceit—his pleasure the gaming
table—his delight, his life, the puisuit of
female loveliness. Nocharacter was pure
80 far as this young debauchee was concer-
ped. By the force of his secinl position
he gained access to the best society, and
scemed on lerms of the greatest intimacy
with all the ladies in the sicinity; and, as
he was prepossessing in pergonal appear-
ance, gifted with an intellect which rang-
ed far beyoud the ordinary cstimate of
‘tafent, his company was sought by nany
a lair demoiselle and dame. More than
ono promising flower had been plucked
from the parent stem by Suunders, and
waitoply cast away to wither nod die,—
Notorious lor his wicked propensities, he
ought to have been shunned by everything
that bore the imprivt of humanity; but
(liere is semething unaccountsble in the
‘foibles and whims of poor human nalure ;
and as the moth Autters about the fire of
ter its wings are singed in the flame so do
we rush into - glittering pit, or knowingly
embrace s knife concealed in elegant
drapery.  So much for ‘moralizing—now
for-our sketch, - '

In every villoge there are always more
belles than one, as well as rival factions
in favor of males who claim the right to
lead the fashions and set the 1astes.and
‘opipions of the miniature communbity of
which they lorm a part. By the gad-flies
and would:be gay aud fashionable people,
all that Saunders said aod  did was emu-
lated. He drank wine until it got the
belter of him—consequently his compan-
ions olten bocame intoxicated. Hegamed
deeply~—so dil his associates. All his
vices were copied, while bis few minor
virtues (spears of grassin a desert of sand)
were suflered (o reniain ‘unnoticed. The
wensible portion of the inhabitants despis
ed bini, and pointed toa young lawyer
bamed Wright, as the model of 8 moral,
honest, industrious and well-meaning man,
whose heart.was in the right place, and in
the Hiorizan of whoss - futpre were stars ol

—

s

quence, Saunders hated Wright, and urg-
ed his companions toinsult him whenever
the proceeding would be n measure of
safety. Thesc insults, up to the time to
which we are about to refer, had been fow
for several reasons, viz :—The partics
rarely met, inasmuch as Wright never Ire.
quented the village pot-house, and ol
course did not juin the numerons extrava.
gant picasure parties nade up by his weal.
thy enemies. ‘The most of his leisure time
was spent st the cotioge of a beautiful
young girl whom he ardently loved, and
whose conditien in hfe, humble as his
own, oflered ae obstacle ta their union.—
Saunders bad never been able to make the
acquaintance of Mary, although he had,
at a dinner, publicly sworn to hecomplish
her ruit. She had always manifested
disgust of hig characler. His name had
wever passed her lips save when coupled
with an avowal of her dislike, tor * Saun.
ders cas vanquish any girl in the village
save. Mary Buridon!' was the common as.
sertion jestingly made when his gallant.
rics were brought up as matlers of cen-
versation, Thus were affairs in Decem-
ber, 18—.

It was cold~—a bitter cold night.  The
snow was unusualyy deep flor that region,
and the frosty air pierced through all the

wives could heap upon their sons'and hus
bands. 1n short, the weather was so cold
that a sleighing party, composed of Saun-
ders sad his -cligue, had abandoned their
preject of going out, and settled them-
selvea before the * broad and comprehen-
sivé’ fire place in the bar room of the vil-
luge tayern.

* Hurrah! 'To the ‘adies who were to
have gone with ug to-night!’ ¢aid Saun
ders, merrily, roising a gloss of punch to
his lips,

The toast was drank uproariously, and
the moise had hardly subsided, ere the
door opened v adnit—young Wright !
Had o congreve rocket entered 1he room,
greater astonishinent could not have been
depicted on every countenance. Glasses
were unceremoniously sat down, and in-
quiting glances were rapidly thrown fiom
one reveller to the other, 10 palpable that
Wright must have noticed them. How-
ever, he very quietly took a seal at a ten-
antless table in a dark corner of the apart-
men(, and disencumbered himsell of his
vuter travelling gear,

« Landlordl,? said he, ' [ have never been
here before, and my unfooked fur appear.
snce, for my own sake oupht to be ac-
cuunted for. I have atlended the Circuit
Court, about ten miles distant, and walk.
ed the whole way back, Almost frozen,
1 thought o get here, what I cannot ob®
taio et my lodgirgs, a bumper of muiled
wine,”

Silently the landlard exccuted the or-
der. Wiight pulled somne documents {rom
his pucket, and, withou! noticing any one,
commenced 1eading. In alew minutes
the revellers recovered their equilibrium
and called fur more liquor.

* As this weather would delight an lce-
jauder, bul is rather out of piace here,
wuppose we make » night of i7" buwled
eut one of Saundeis’ loadies. .

* Agreed ! shouted the voice unanimous.

* Ay! we can go to "bed here, when we
are tired of vach other’y company,” remar
ked Saunders. !

* i wish there were pethiconts aboul,’
responded o burly rowe on the right uf the
table. )

+ Now to sting (hat misanthrapic fool
in the corner yonder,' whispered Saunders,

woollens that, carelul aud thrilty house«

and unloss you repuir those injuries you
shall be punished.’ :
¢ Punished?’. almost yelled the liber-
fine.
* Punished!’ said Wnight firmly. "¢ Un-
fess you now, and at once, cenfess your-
sell a lisr, and retract wihiat has been spo-
ken, you shall give me satisfaction,

* 1 will not retract, and cannot fight
ou.’

* Why netp

* Because you aro not cqual to me in
sccial position-——because you gave the first
twsolt, and I do not cheose to recognise it
[tom one Leueath me.?

A death-like silence pervaded the apart-
ment.  Wright reflected a moment, and
then, whiie hiseye gleamed with passion,

* I will have nothing te do with you,.—
Fur the language you have used, [ will
have revenge, when and where 1 can get
e

* Miserable coward, take that!’ exclai-
med Wright throwing a glass of wine [ull
in Saunders’ face,

* Bnough!’ muttered the latler belwcen
hiseclenched teeth, * 1 have charged my

in husky tanes he asked, * Pill you ﬁgh\P"

Transmitting (o Congress

Docu ments relative to the OREGON
- QUESTION.

7o the House of Representatives of the U-
ndfed States ;

In compliance with the request of the
House of Reprasentstives, in their resolu-
tion of the 3d instant, I herewith commu-
nicate a report from the Sucrctary of State,
with the accompanying correspondence
which has taken place '*between the Sec-
1etary of State and the minister of the U-
nited States at Londen,” nnd **between
the government of Great Britain and this
government, in relation (o the country
west of the Rocky mounlains, since the
laet nnnual message of the President’: to
Congresy.

JAMES K. POLK.

Washington, Feb. 7, 1846.

l'u give this correspondance entire would requise
We
shall, therctore, only give the unportiant ones en-

more space than we can conyeniently sparo

tire, ntud cextracts from others.
The ﬁ}"){,(]ﬁﬂcx‘-#iu from Mr. Buchanan 1v lhe

mad, Name your tiwe and pluce. |
accord you that privilege.’

* The lime, Now!—the pluce, HErk!—
the weapons, TrREsR I replied Wiight, s
he praduced a brace ol pislols.

‘The company stood aghast.  They had
trampled on a man whom they had mista
ken for'a milk-sop, apd he had proved a
liun in courage as well as a Nupoleon in
firmness. ;

* This way do very well for hravado,’
9aid Saunders’ burly filend; « but you do
not pretesul ti say that we should turu
this place inte a slaughicr house’

* Hark ye!' said \Wright, in « manner
which showed thathe was weighing every
word; * for years this .nan has carricd dis-
may and wisery inio the peaceful family
ciicle. Month alter month he has follow-
ed the pastime of traducing the character
of unprotected females. e has at last
villified the ounly one 1 love on earth—she
who i3 to become my wife. 1 know well
enough tha( unless this «lander is formal-
Iy retracted, she 1s ruined in the estima-
tion of at least hall the community. Al
the happincss 1 hope to enjoy en earth 1s
centred in her purity. If 1 am killed, her
fate will not be more deplorsble thun at
present; il I kill hiw, the world will be
nd ol a plague, 6nd her honor will be snt
isfied,  'Therefure, Mr. Saundersmust re-
tract, or I will fire on him.

Mute inquiries were vxchanged—inde-
cision and fear were marked upon each
lage. Saundera.mechanicully sutstretch-
ed his hand and took one ol the pistols,
lovked around the room as it for advice,
and then replaced the pistel on the table,
saying, * I am in the hands of my friends.’

* Fight as I propese,’ said the burly
msn.

Buth parties agreed to do so.

T'his, then, is the ptan,  You shall cach
fire at the spot ou the wall opposite.  He
who strikes nearest the centie shall have
the first fire nt his antagonist, at six yards °

The echo of the tact word had scarce
died awey belore Woght Heed at the
mark.  Breathlesly (hey waited fur the
smoke to clear away.,

*Heis an inch wide of the spor.  Re-
lnad the pistel,” said the burly man, coolly,
' Now, Suunders, it 1s vour truth.’? ’

With tiemb'ing sinews Saiunders rais-
ed hisarm and fired. A crash of glase
followed the repart, He bad missed the
wall, and shattered the window three feet
wide of the spot indicated,

He continued 1n a loud voice, * \Vomelg?
Pshaw! ‘Thuere is but one woman in this
village werth a thought.’

* Who is she?’ chorussed the bacchan-

‘ale.

* Mary Burudon.’

¢ She’s invu'nerable,” said voe. * She
has no heart. Bho is uiterly berelt of soul
and sentiment.’ )

Wright’s face bleached as white as the
paper in his hands, but he said nolhln'g.

+ No soul! No sentiment !’ exclaimed
Saunders. * There yov are mistaken, Not
many hours since | wet her near her lath-
er’s house, and had quite sn interesting
tete a.tete, as her Frenchman of a parent
would say. Before I left her she honored
me with a kiss.’ )

¢ A kiss2’ was the gencral inlerrogatory
shout.

* He's romancing,’ said the burly roue ;
+don’t believe a word of it.’

+ On my soul and honour I speak the
truth,'responded Ssunders emphalically.

* Perjured viliain !’ ejaculated a deep
but tremulous voice.

* Who spoke?” fiercely cemanded Saun
ders, ' )

+ 1 did," sald Wright, calmly advancing
1o the centre of the apartment. = °

* Did you apply thase words to me?’ 1n.
quired Saunders. . '

s 1aid? L

¢ ‘Then you are a scoundrel” and a cow-
ard, and [ will have your heart's bloud!”

Every-body rose, sobered, from the ta:
ble, and gathered around Saunders,—
Wright was the first 1o speak ¢ ° -
"+ You have told what- youwill-do, now
listen to me.  You haye -dared to lieto
the discredit of a virtuoustndy—her name
has been bandied about by your.drunken
companious as if she were a creature as
vite as voursélves. Yau have profaned

briliiant promive. "As ‘a nstural conse-

(fiat pawe in a low and disgrageful place,

ed his brain. v

*Gentlemen, stand apatt,” gaid Wright,

‘They sll*gathered bebind him, leaving
the enemies with abuut the space of six
yards between them, face to face.

* Mr. Saunders, your lile is mine, by
all the lawg of honor; but | waive my right
to take it, provided you retract your false
assertion,’? .

* No,’ groaned Saunders, * [ dare nol
do that, Murder me, il you will—I can-
not disgrace myself.? *

* Sumie one count three,” was Wright's
rejoinder, ‘and I will fire when heis
done.!

¢ One! Two! !

The aim was ddeadly,

* Do not say THREE ! shrieked the
coward, lalling vn one knee, and shield-
ing his'head with outstretched hsnds. * Do
not say three! I defaumed her—1I retract.
She is as pure as my own sister!”

Without another word Wiight left the
tavern. The next morning Sauunders de’
parted from the villuge, and his compan-
ions, deprived of their leader, settled
down, in a shorl lime, into respectable
members of Society.  Wright and Mar)
became man and wife—of course. The
old geutleman who related ihe subject ol
this sketch, afterwards saw Wrighton the
flnor of Cangress. :

There is no wrong so skilfully wrapped
up.in sophistry, or prolected by the mnachi-
nations of the individual who commitsit,
but mus¢, at some period meet the averg-
ing streke ; while be who persists in right,
caunot help but mect the reward lie mer-
its. . :

A lunatic once informed a physician,
who was classifying cases of insanity, that
he lost his senses by watching.a politician,
whose courss Was 80 croukied that it tirn:

President dated Fub. 5. 1846, tronsmitting 1he rex-
ohivion of the Honso calling for the correspondence,
‘I'l.e second ia Mr. Buchannn's lotter 1o Mr. Mc-

‘ Lane, our Minister at London, datvd Dsc. 13 1845,

direcunyg him o call upon Lard Averdeen, and de-

tmand of him, in the name of the United Siatar, tho
!meumng of tho extenmive warlike preperationt
;no\'.' mak.ng by the Baush Govarnmeut—from
which we make the fuilowing extracia:

Mr. McLane to Mr. Buchanan,
l.oxpon, Jan. 3, 1846,
8ir: Treceived on the 20.h of Decem
ber your despatch, duted the 130 uf thst
meuth ; and on the day following, I soaght
an interview with Lord Abeideen, ia or-
der that, 1n conformivy with Your instruc-
tions, I might bring (o his netice the war-
like preparations makiog by Great Bittain, |
and, if poestble, asceitain their real char-
acter and object. '

Lt will nut escape you thal upon such a
subject it is not always cary te ubtain ve-
1y calegorical answers, or enlirely defin
ite vfficial information; and I did not doubt
that a frank personal conlerence was the
Best, if nut the only mode, ul vblaiving any
satisfactory information whatever,

In introducing the subject, 1adverted
at the same time to the inlormation the
President had received from a variety of
svurces, of the extensive wailike prepara-
tions waking LY Gieat Briiain, and the
natural inference upon s part that in the
present pacific state of the relatione of
Great Britain with ali the powers of Ku-
tope, they could only luok (o & rupture
with the Usnited States on e Oregon
qucstion. : ‘

[ ] [ ] L] LJ »

Lotd Aberdeen gawd very promptly aud
frankly that it would be improper tu dis.
guise that, with the sincercst desire loa-
void it, they were obliged to loek at the

possibility ol & ruplure with the Ulited
Siates; and that in such a crisis the war
like preparations now naking would be
vselul and important; but he staled at the
Rame time, very positively and distinctly,
that they had no direct reference to such
a tup'ure; sud would have been made
the same way, and Mo the sawe exteat,
without regard tue the 1elalions of Great
Britain and the United Sta‘es.

L] » L] L] *

In regard to my own opinion upen this
subject,which the President has becn plea-
sed to desire, . . .

. . it isaltogether probable
that the possibility of other difficulties from
other quarters in Burope . .

» . may have the inluence in
dictating the policy of the extensive pre
parations in progress in all parts of the
kingdow; and, with unabated cunfidence
in the frankness and straightlorwardness
of Lord Aberdeen, and withoul meaning
to distrust in the slightest degree the sin-
-gerity of his disclaimersin our rccent con-
versation, I do not think it ought to be
assumed by any one that warlike prepara-
tions upon such & scale as that upon which
they are undeniably making here could
not have even an indirect reference to the
possible contingency of a rupture with us.
Aund at the same time it is perfectly ubvi-
ous thal they are in a great degree, and
especially so far as they convist of an aug-
mentation in the number of steam vessels
and of the naval wanine generally, pre-
cisely of the chatacter,.lo be the most ap-
propriale and the most useful in a war
with our country. 4
_ Lam not preparcd tosay, nor do | deem
it material to decide, how far we have s
right to expect an explicit disclaimer of
the character und purposes of the warlike
preparations now making by Great Brit-
ain under the circomstances. They may
be the dictales of various molives ol poli-
cy, and the result ol n:any causes; and,
without attempting to assign to cach iis
particular infloence, '] am Dby no incany
prepared to sdmit that the apprehension
of difficulties with the United Siales had
'no share in them; and it is very clear that
if a rupture with the United States should
grow out of our present difficulties, this
country will be as fully and efectually
prepared for it at all’ points, and for-ali
possibie purposes, asif that, ond thatalone,
had been the object'of aft her warlike p're'.-‘ !
parations, - - R
in a situdtion 10 act and |

v
-

She will' be

PRESIDEN'E’S MESSAGE, [strike as prowmptly and ,ns._s‘ign,a,.!ly !; she
- Important could have bren with her energivs excly-
sively directed to that eud ; and I feel it

my duty to add, that wel to expect,in
case a ruplure becomes unavoidable, that
this government, thus in’ complete’armer,
will promptly and vigorously exert hér ut-
most power (o inflict the utinost posiitile
injury upon dur country ‘and all ,il,s,i'l;'('er-
ests, would pot be doing justice to such a
crisis, . * e e

ted, indeed from all I learn, I cacnot
doubt, that, in case of hostilities, the aim
of this government will be to stiike iis
beaviest blow at the commencement, in the
thoilen the duration of the war, .. ® '
I have the honor to be, &co,. =

: LOUIS McLANE.

Tire Hon. James. Buchanan,. = .

Secretary of State, Washington,,
The ueslis g lettor from Mr, Pakcnbam l;“t
Buchan, dated Washington Feb. 27, propoa;hj to
submil tho saettlement of the Oregon question, to
arbilration.  Wo insert the firat paragraph of this

letter, a3 it containe the proposition alluded 10
"*An atlentive consideration of the pre-
scut state of sflairs, -with reference to'the
Oregun question, has determined the Bri-
lish government 1o instruct the undersigu-
cd, her Britamc Majesty’s eiivoy extraar-
dinary snd-wrinister Plenipotenuary, ageio
to represent Ja pressing terms to th}gm'
ernment of the United States the expedi-
ency of referring the whole question of st
equitable divisiog uf that territory to.the
arbitration of some [riendly sovereign or

State.” S
Alter which frilows Me. Buchenan's reply.

which, as 1t 1a short, we giva ontire, as follows ¢

My. Buchanan to Mr, Pakenham.
DepARTMENT o¥ STATE;
Washington, Jan. 8, 1846,

Tle undeisigned, Secretary of State of
the United States, has the honor to ac-
knowledue the receipt of the note of Mr.
Pakenham, her Britanic Majesty’s envoy
extraordinary and minister plenipotentia-
ty, dated the 28th ultimo, by which, un
der instructions from his goverament, he
proposes to the government of the United
States the "expediency of relerring the
whole question of an equilable divisien of
that (the Oregun) territory to the arbitea-
tion of some fricndly sovereign or State.*’

The undersigned has submitted ’ this
note to the Piesident, who, after having
bestewed upon it that respectful consides-
ation so cininently due 10 any proposition
emanating trom the British government,
has instructed him (o give it the following
answer:

‘The Biitish government do not propose
to refer to arbitration the question of the
title to the Oregon territory, claimed by
the two powers, respectively.  Itis a pro-
position te refer tv a friendly sovereigh. or
State, merely the partition or “‘equitabla
division’ of that territory between the
parties. It assumes the fact that the title
of Great Britain to a portion of the terri-
tory is valid, and thus takes for granted
tha very queation in dispute. '

Uunder this proposition, the very terms
ol the submission would contain an express
acknowleCgement of the right of Great
Riitain to @ poriion of the territory, and
would necessarily preclude the U, States

Lirom claiming the whole before the arbi-

trator.  This, 100, in the face of the note
of the unleisigned to Mr. Pakenham of
the 30 August last, by which the Presi-
dent had agserted, in the most solemn
form, the titte ol the United States to'the
whole territory.  Even if there were nof
other conclusive reasons for declining the
proposition, this alone would be deemcd
suflicient by the President.

The President hearlily concurs with
the British government in their regret that
all attempts to settle the Oregon guestion
by negotiation have hitheito failed. He
cannot, however, concur with that govern-
ment in the opinion that a resort to arbi-
tration, and especially on the terms pro;
posed, would be followed by happier coy..
sequences.  On the conliary, he believes
thal any attempt to reler this question to
a third power, would ahly invelve jtin
new difficulties. . R

In declining this propositiop, the Presi-
dent refers to the sentiment exnressed in
the uote of the undersigned of the 30ih
August last, to which allusion has already
been made, (hat he ‘‘cherishes, the hope
thet this long pending controversy may
yet be finally adjusted in such a inanner
as nut to disturb the "pence, or interrapt
the harmohy nuw 80 happily subsisting be-
tween the {wo nationsr® ’ B

The undersigney avail s himself of this
occasioh to venew to Mi, Pakenham aysua-
rances of his Jistinguished consideratian, .

_ JAMES BUCHANAN. .
Right Hon. R, Paresuan, &ec. &e. &e.
Thia1s followed with n note frem Mh_Pnkpuhnh
to Mr. Buchanan, staung that he will avail himself
of the earliest opportunity cto forward ithe above
letter to her n\luquiy'u &qvommenl. . "‘; HAN
Then tho correspondence closes with the two
following lettors, Luth of which we publish at
length - S . .
“Mr. Pakenham to-Mr. Buchanan, ¥+

Washingter, Jan, 16;°1848..
With ‘an anxious desiré to contriliu’e by

-every means in hi¥ powid to'a satisfacfory

couclusion of the questivi pendingbetween

N I think it oughtv t6 beexpec-

expectation of being thereby eﬁ'x}ableli_l,;lo‘

S NN U SUTUI I




