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Fanny iKemble in North Car-
olina.

Messns. Eprrors:—With some little
‘chagrin [ read some time sthce 1n un Bo-
glish periodical, ((Bentley.) o paper by
Mra. Butier, lute Fanny Kemble, entitled

My

_ehagrin was not occasioned ‘by hevgraph-
“ie apd.rather amusing descriplinn:}{ol the
‘dirty taverns, insolent servante, misera.
“ble meals, wet towels, and bad roads, o
the * glaves and boors’ who gathered round

.sud stared at her, and the steam carriages,
‘bath equally néw in our pine woods,—lor

‘them 1 have vothipz to suy, only [ would

suggest that the perlect novelty at that

time of evety thing connected with trav-

elling conveniencies in thia section of our

State, shovld give us claim- te an exira

share of charity; and that the success of

the wonderful rxertion then making by
the citizens of Nutth Carolira in forming
the great communication between Nortb
Carolina and Baltimore, has remuved all
those difficulties so Irying to a lady, whe,
like Mrs. Butler, had alwaya enjoyed ev-
ery lusury and received every attention a
fine lady required. Wo hope too the
wmanners of our ¢ boors’ are somewhat im-
proved—and 1 would sugzest ‘that the
anxiely o see our first railrgfd traing was
intense, snd large crowds assembled at
every point to’ witness their sriivel and
departure; And even Mre. B, will ex-
" cose them whenshe learns that the *boors’
of North Carolina advanced all the mon-
ey to build the 160 miles of road and pur-
chased the tine fine steamboats which con-
vey the passengers to and [rom Charles
ton. All the Mock is owrped in this State
on the line of the road,

‘The cauee of offence is one that I, in
commori with thousands of North Caroli-
nians, feel fac more deeply than any rol-
Jopelike cuis at’'our poverty and boorish
manners, 1 allude to the slanderous im-
putation made on one of the mast esteem-
ed citizens of ous Stare, Cul, Blocomb.. 1
should not have thought it of su@eg( |
portance had u been confined to a loreign
paper, but to-day I tind thg whole copied
into one of the best papers “of the Union,
the New Yotk Expresg, and thisindicates
it will be sent through the whole of the
States. :

Mrs. B. gives a very correct account of
‘the Colonel and’ of his mansion as it ap-
peared by night, [t19a common twosto-
‘'ry frame house, very ancienl—aud so was
its master, for [ regret to 6ay the venera.
ble Colonel.died on the Wth day of July,
1840. in the 89th vear ofhis age. Thio’
this long Jife he maintained a character tor
‘unbounded hospitality ond strict morality.
Tliat he awverved from his known -habits
"on that ane nccasion to levy a filty cent
“contribution for a bad sopper on unforiu
nate travellers, no one who ever kuew him
‘will believe,. Mauy af the passengers of-
fered to pay for their supper, and it was
refused, some of them left money but not
‘on the demand of Col. Slocomb. The
‘other charge * that three of the sable dsn-
sels who waited at the supper lable were
the Colanel’s nwn progeny,’ is entirely a
gratuitous untruth,  Of his numerous
slaves, he had but one one fvurth white—
her father a° mulatto, and her mother a
perfect African. Well might Mrs. B.
style themn sable dameels, for blacker
crew never assembled on boatd a Guinga-
man, and nothing but the malicious wish
to givea slanderaus cut'at a wealthy slave-
‘holder, induced her to make the ramark-

" atioy, which hid Col. Slocomb lived to
hear 1t would bave prieved his honest
heart moré thad any ‘accusation she could
make, unless she called him tory. .

A fow sketches of Col. 8.'s services,
will, ‘[ think amuge your readers, and
serve to show that we, his peighbors, do
not over estimate the wan. I

Fanny Kemble's .
-ish party w fuded\ theinselves on the
amonston of Fiaki:Slucomb, and surrounded
bis_hospitable board, ‘Urank -his .¢ home
made wine,’ (which, “begging

. pardon, was peach brandy.. snd excellent
“ -3t was too,) and partook.uf- such dainties
as a North . Carolina farmer’s wile could
provide. . . . : S
_.In:the year
-¢he Cowpens, Gyilford, &ec.. Lord Cora;

¢

arallisled his troops through this part of

North Caroling ;' for several days past his
head quarters were at Springbank,-un the
Neuse, the plantation pt present of Gen.
Nigholson Washington,-w hile Col, Tarle-
ton with his renowned legion. encamped
on Slocomb’s plmtntion,,qnﬂ harl his head
quartérs in the mansion #o graphically de-
‘scribed by Mrs/Butlér.  Slocomb st that
‘time held a’subaltern’s commission in the
State line, under the command of Col.
‘William Washinzton, His troop contis

ted of Carolins * boors,’ raised in his own

. neighbiorkaotly and a8 rudely” armed ‘as]

such tronps ever were. “[A musket, part
~of Fanny's tarmory,’ ‘wag one ol their
most efective weapons.] ~He, Licutenaat
8. had been sent into the luw country wit
for récrdits, 1od to act
TR L Soeendt o

PRI R
, _v’ut\l‘v'}.t.-.l " '

a8 8co t'm:qi.ghborhoml of the re-

5 was not the first Brit- |

‘he “lady’s

178-, after the battles of

| tbis covntry <

nowned British General, The worming
of the day on which Tarleton took pogses-

i is plantation, he was in the neigh-
borhood of Springbank, and reconnoitered
Cornwallis’ encampment, supppring it was
his whole farce, The mar ugﬁi'ol his re-
connoisance was so peculi i and charac-
teristic of the men whe fought our revalu
tionary buttles, that 1 cannot refrain from
relaling concisely the history, althcugh
having noi,’darect connection withhe sub
ject of this inemoir, except it occurred on
the same duy. The Lievtenanthad direc-
ted one ol hiv boldest and most Liustwor-
thy men, by the rame of HlcKenne,
(whose doscendants are among our most:
respected citizens, and one of them has
the honor of representing his native dis-
trict in our national Legislature,) to go
and make a careful - examination of 1the
British encampment and repurt.  On rea
ching the vicinity of Lord Cornwalliv’
post, he cancealed his herge in-a thicket.
and advanced under cover of the wood to
the skirts of the plantation, Here he saw
a square mile covered with the tents, the
baggage and artillery of the best equipped
and disciplined army which had ever vis:
eled America. v
Thie sight was one to stiike terror to a-
my but such a heart, but he resolved nev-
er toleave the ground without deing some-
thing§lor his country. He had not long
been indis concealment, when an officer
wearing two cpaulettes rode within range
of his deatly weapon., The ball sped, and
1 unlortunate invader bit the dusi; with-
out loss of time he pained bis hurse, in
whose speed he had lull confidence ; but
an emerging lrom the thickef, he lound
‘himsel! within une hundred yards of three
British troopers, apparently as well moun-
ted as himself. A race across the sand-
hills ensued, and for 4 mile and a hall the
distance between bim and the headmaost
horseman was little varied.  Here, a bul-
let whistied past his ear—goac, your short
pun is nol so true as my log rifle, raid He,
but his congratulation was short. Anin-
stant aflers. came a second teport, and hig
eatlant horse fell, the ball having struck
and broke the bone of his off fure leg, and
before he coold recover from his fall, the
two headmost traopers flew by like Jight.
ning, each giving him a dreadtul sabre cut
across the head and shoulders. The third
came up tiore leisurely and passed his
sword thraugh his body, near the shoulder,
and was preparing to. givo (he finsl coup
de grace, whep his sword arm was severed
pearly in 1wp, and he rolled dismounted
in the sand, near his lallen enemy. The
second dragaon was encountered instant.
ly by the same powerful arm; and fell with
his helmet and  his head cleft—while the
furemaost, seeing his camrade’s discomfit-
ure, dismeunted apd‘ surjendered himself
a prisoner to Major Williams, whose name
is enrolles among the heroes of our coun-
try, snd who being engaged’ in the same
service of reconnoitering, had joined in
this singular race; without the knowledge
of either party. To secure his prisoner,
and mount the half dead riflemun on one
of the dragoon horses, was the work of but
a few minutes ; and by his careful assisl-
ance, they reached \Vhitchall in salety,
where McKenne's wounds were dressed
in their 1ude manner, and Williams join-
ed Slocowb'and his small troup of re-
cruits, oo .
Sdch feats of the Carolina * boors,” were
too commaon to gain the attention of our
histerians, . while 'our;-:magnanimous cne-
mies stigmatized such acty as assassina-
tions. L
They risked certain death, if caught,
but to destroy an enemy, the risk was
irequently taken. .
‘The party under Slocomb and WiHiams
pursued. their way slowly. on the South
iar.k of the Neuse, in the glirection of Sio-
comb's house, -little dreaming that his
peaceful home, where 8 few months before
he left his wife and infant, was thenin
possessian of the terrible ‘I aleton.

. The writer had the following sceqg, al-
most verbatfn, from Mrg. Slacomb, many
years since, and prelers copying [ram
notes then made, her account of Tarleton’s
residence with her. -

Aboot 10 o’clock of a beautiful spring
dressed “officer accom-

day; a splendidly
' and followed ate

panied by two aids, ‘
short distance by a guord of some
‘troopers, dasiied up to the pinz.za, in front
of the house; where Mra. Slocomb, with
her child and a young tady, 3 near rel.n’f
tive, alterwards the wife of Major W.Il-
hams, and a few house servants were sit-
ting, ’ .. . ,
" Raising his cap and bowing to hishorse’s
peck, he:addressed the fady: - -

s Have [ the pleasure of seeing the mis- | p

tress of this hoise and plantation?’ -

¢ It belongs to my husbgnd.’

¢ Is he.at home?' -, :
. ¢Heignof? -
. *Ishea'rebel?® . - o »
" ¢ No, sirs be is in the army of his coun-
try, and fighting against our invaders,
therelore not a rebel.” -(Is it oot strange,
the people of that day '
bellion, butalways took offence at being
called rebels.) S
" fear we differ in opinion, madam. A
friend. to his country will bea friend to
hie King, sur masters? . -
"+ Slgves only ‘acknowledge » masterin

ver the florid cheeke
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« | the piquet guard.’

gloried in their re- |

turning to ane of his aids he ordered him
to pitch the tents and form. the encamp-
ment in the- orchard and field on their
right, [a beautiful ground which I regret
the darkness prevented Mrs. Butler frem
admiring, as ghe thep would. know our
State is not entiroly made of *intermina-
ble pine barrens.'] To hig other aid his
orders were {o Jelach a quarter guard and
station piquets on each road, Then bow-
ing very Jow, he added: ¢ Madam, the
service of his Majesty requires the tempo-
raly occupation of your property, and i
1t would not be tep-grest an tnconveni-
ence, 1 will take’ my quarters 1 your
house? :

“I'he tone admitted no controversy,

Mrs, S, rephied: * My family consists
of only myself, my sister and child, and
a lew negroes. We(ahlj,e your prisoners.’

¥rom the pinzza whore he seated him-
selt, Tarieton commanded a view of the
ground on which his troups were arrang.
ing their camp Different officers were
frequently coming up, making their re-
purts and receiving orders, Awmong oth-
ers, a Tory Captain, whom Mrs. S. recog-
nised as 0 man, who, previous tu joining
the British army tived some 15 or 20 miles
below; [his name I suppress as the family
live in the State, and some of them are
said to be respectable.] received orders to
take tris troop and scour the country for
two or three miles ropnd.

In ap hour every thing was quiel and
still, and the plantation preseutec the 10-
mantic spectacle of a regular encampment
of 10 or 11 hundred of 1he choicest caval-
ry ol the British King.

Hall 8 century after, the geod lady told
the writer of this article (hat she prepared
for the King’s officers *ad goud a dinner
a8 you have now before you, and much the
same materials.” Naow, for the informa-
tion of Mrs. B, .and others of the delec-
tanti of the present day, 1 will try to de-
scribe what, in North Carolina, ther was
calied a good dinner. The first dish was,
ol ¢ourse, the boiled ham, flanked with
the plate of greens. Opposite waa the tur-
key, supported by the laughing baked
sweet potatoes;  plate of boiled beel, ano-
ther of sausager, and a thied with a pair
ol baked towls, farmed a line of different
pickles,stewed truit, and other condiments
filled all the interstices of the boarid. Such
was the diouer which the good old lady
compared to that she set for King George's
officers. 1 have furgotten ta say thal the
fashion of those days introduced stimula.

ling drinks to the dinner table, and the.

peach brandy prepared under Mr. Slo-
comb’s own personal supervision, and
which others besides Mrs. Butler have
mistaken for home made wine, received
the sureserved praise of the party.

Any person who has visited a Carolina
plantation where no lady presides over the
cuisine department, will readily altow the
probability that the Colonel, when unex-
pecctedly visited by the lady and her tra-
velling triends, had a bad supper. Bot
his phiz should have told a persun ol intel-
tigence and observation thst he had been
used to better, '

The dinner had been well discussed,
and the officers were freely discussing the
peach toddy. A Scoich officer, whom |
take to have been Maj. Ferguson, speak-
ing of it by the name of whiskey—said he
had never drank as good out of Scotland.
An officer speaking with a shight brogue,
insisted it was not whiskey, and po Scotch
drink eyer cquailed it. * To my mind,'
said he. ¢ it tastes as that orchard smellg.’
¢« Allow ne, madam,’ said Col. Tacleton,
‘ to enquire where the spirits weare drin-
king is procured.

Mrs. S.—*From the orchard where
your tents stand.’ :

¢« Faunh,” said the lrish Captaio, ¢ well
have [ew suber men in the marning; but
Colane!, when we conquer this country,
ig it to be divided out amongst us?’

Col. ‘Tarleton.—+ The officers of this
army will undoubtedly receive large pos-
gessions of the conquered American prov-
inces.’ .

Mrs. S.—* Aliéw me to observe’ and
prophecy; the only land in these Uoited
States, that will ever remain in possession
of a British officer, will weasure but six
feet by two. o

‘Parleton,—* Excuse me, madam. For
your sake I regret to sav, that this bean-
tiful plantation will be the ducal seat for
some of us,” . )

Mrs. S.—* Don’t trouble yeurself about
me, my husband is not a man who wm{ld
let a Duke, or a King even, havea quiet
seat en this grouud.’ o

At this puint the conversation was in-
terrupted by rapid yollies of fArearms, ap-
earing lo be in the wood a short distance
to the eastwdrd. ¢ It is symae straggling
scout,’ said one.of theaids, * runaing Irom
s and muskets,’ said
“Tarleton, * as-well as pistols; and too ma-
0y to pass upnoticgd, . Order boots and
saddles, ond_you-Capt. —— take your
teoop in the direction of the firing.”

* The .officer rushed out: to exccute his
orders, while.the _Colonel -wa&(e’d to the
piszza, and was immediately. lowed b)
the anxious ladies, who loo well guessed
the cause of-the interruption. 1.
¢ May. ! be allowed,’ without offence;
madam, to enquire if any. part of . Wath-

¢« There are rife

ingloo’s army’ are in this peighborhood,’
said Tarleton. e

Lot

of ‘Tarleton, for-he was the speaker.. and

troop ©¥

i
soaii |

-

+ 1 presume, replied the lady that it is
known to you,.that the Marquis and
Green are in this Stale.’ and added she,
* you would of course not be surprised st
a call from Lee, or your old friend Col.
\Washington, who, although a perfect gen-
tleman, it is said, shook your band [point-
jng to the' scar left by- Washington’s sa-
bre] verv rudely, when last you met.!

A loud order to form the troops on the
righf, was the only reply, and springing
on his charger, dashed down the avenvea
few hundred feet toa breach in the hedge
row, leaped the fence, and in a momen
wai at the head of his regiment already in
lige,

Being an inexperienced narrator, the
writer has omitted a description of the lo-
calities, which is nécessary to understund
the sceme which now ensued, and will
endeavour to remedy as far as possible, by
a short description,  The house {ronts the
east, and an avenue of halt a wile in length
and about 150 fteet in breadth, streiches
to the easteramost side of the plantation,
where was a highway, and beyond that o-
pen grounds partly dry meadow and part
sand barren. This ‘avenue was fined on
the south side by a high fence and ina
thick hedge row of forest trees now remo-

ved and replaced by the Pride of [ndian

and other ornamental trees ; on the north
side the common rail fence of seven or
eight feet high, such as i4 seen enall plan-
tations of good farmers in the low country
where the peceseary timber is convenient.
The encampment of the British troops be-
ing on that part of the plantation lying
south of the asenue were completely
screened by the feaces snd hedge row
from the sight of any person approaching
from down the country. As soon as
Tarleton renched the ground, he ordered
the company whigh he had detached not
to leave the ground, being apprehensive
from what Mcs. S. had said that the fight
in the woods was enly a prelude to an at-
tack on his camp, At this moment some
of the tagy troop, whom it will be recol-
lected were ordered tu recontaitre the
country, appeared in the open ground de-
scribed as the east and northeast of the
plantation, closely pursued by a body of
American mounted militia;fand a running
fight with every kind of wedpan, in which
four or five broadvwords shone conspicu-
ous, was seen. The pursuing party ap-
peared lo be in too great haste and teo
busy with the turies to see any thing else,
and beth partiey entered the avenue to-
gether.  With what horror did Mrs, Slo-
comb recognize in the leacer of the pur-
suing party, her husband and Major Wil

linms, and two of her neighburs. tollowing

the tory troop half way down the avenue,

where ove of the tories fell, and their pur-.

suers were mterrupted in their course by
one of these providential interlerences
which has so often saved the brave and
imprudent,

Wher. Mrs. Slocomb heard the arder
given for the tery captain to patrol the
country round, she sent for an oid negro
and gave vrders [or him to take a bag of
corn to the mill, about four miles off, on
the road which she knew her husband
must travel il he returned that day; thiok-
ing in this way to wara him of the danger
of approaching his home. With the io-
dolence and curiosity natural to his race,
the vld lellow had remnained loitering 8-
bout the premises, and was now lurking
under the hedge row, adminng the red
conts, dashing plumes and shining helmets
ol the B3 itish troopers, he suddenty sprung
belore the young men’s harses crying out,
“Hold ou, massa! The debble, here look
you!" A glance ta the left showed tothe
young men their dunger. They were
within pistul shot of a thousand men drawn
up in order of baltte.  On wheeling their
horses they discovered a troop already
leaping the fence into the avenue in their
rear. Quick as thought they wheeled
their, horses and dashed down the ayenue
directly towards the house, where stood
the quarter guard to regeive them. On
reaching the gardén fence, a rude struc-
ture, which was foraied of a kind of lath,
and which we call a wattled fence, they
leapt that, the next amid a shower of balls
{rom the pua:d, cleard the canal, a tre-
mendous leap, and sgouricg across the o-
pen field to the northwest, were sheltered
in the wood before thewr pursuers could
clear the lences of the enclusure. 17 this
description should excite the curiosity of
any travelling reader, he may see the
whole ground as he pusses over the Wil-

‘mington ‘Railroad, 14.miles south of Dud-
ley Dgpot.. . : B

A platoon of the troops had commenced
the pursuit, but such was the impression
created on :the miud of the commandant
by Mrs. S.’s\allusion to Washingtog, and
the bold bearing of the young men, that
the recall was sounded before they passed
the canal. e : o

Tirleton had rode up to the front of the
house, where he-remained eagerly lookiog
atter the flying Atéricans tifl they dissp-
peared in the woud. «Send Copt, in
to'me.” The tory coptain appeared.—
“Who are those -men, ‘and where 13 your
eaid he.  ““Those'men are villain.
eus rebels, and my troop was attacked in
the wood and cut o pieces or disparsed.”
s«What force attacked you!” - **I canhot
tell,'but 1 supposs ‘an hundied mén,”—
Tarleton : * We sa's but some half dozen,
and five of 'you were runniog from. three

. !

[

s

men and-a boy.” "“Yes, yuur honor, but
we areall wounded; o bnl(l'romllhilt boy’s
pistol gave me this wound, which hay dis-
abled my, sword arm.” The men wers
Stocomb and Maj. Withams, of  Lee's
light horse. "$¢Are nany of the American
regular {roops with them P *1 saw noge
but that officer, and I think' he served in
this scout as s volunteer.””  “Go.” ‘nid
the Colouel, **have your wounds dressed,
and see what has became ‘of your men."
The last part of thiy order wase useless; for
nearly half of his troop fell on the ground
where they met the Carolioa boors, and
that ground is known to this day es the
Dead Men’s Freld.  As Tarleton walked
into the house, he said to Mras. Slocomb,
#Your husband made'us a short visit, Ma.-
dame. I should have been happy to make
his acquaintance, and that of his friend.
Major Williams.” 1 have little doubt*”
said the lady, *'vou will meet the gestle-
men, and they will thank you for the po-
lite manner you treat their friends.” ‘Ne-
cessity, Madame, compels us tobccupy
your property; rest assurcd every thing in
my power shall be doge to render my stay
as little disagreeabté as possible. The
‘British army are not robbers; we shall
take only such thinga #s are requu}iﬂ\e_ th
our support, and wy master’s orders are
to pay well for every thing we.use.”” Mrs
S. expressed her thankfulness for his kind-
ness, and withdrew to her room, whilé the
officers returned to their peach toddy sad-
coflee, and closed the dJay with a merry
pight. Mr. Slocomb.and the small party
with him passed rapidly round the planta-
tion and returned to the battle-ground,
cullecting on the way a few stragglers of
his troop, who directed him where he could
find the balance of his men. not one of
whom was kilted. On approsching their
wivouack he saw a young man suspended
by a bridle rein cound his neck from the
top of a sapling, bent down for the pur-
pose, & struggling in the agonies of death.
Dashing up to_the spot, he severed the
rein with a stroke of his sword, snd with
much difficulty restored him to life. It
was a lory prisoner whom they had cap-
tured. and the brother eof the captain so
otten mentioned, Should this memoir be
read in the lower part of North Carolina,
mauny can remember an old man, alive &
few years since, whose protruded eyes
and suffused countenance had the appear-
ance of a half strangled man. e it was
who in this hour of excitement owed his
life, and after, Bis liberly, to the kindness’
of Mr. Slocomb, - Mr,'S. succeeded, in
aid of Major W, in raising in the neigh.
borhood about two hundred men, with
L.which they followed in: the rear of the roy-
al gemy, harrassing, and [requently cut:
ting off foraging parties, until they crossed
the Roanoke, when they joined the srmy
of La Fuyette, at Warrenton. o many
of these partizan fights, it is much to be
regretted, but little attention was paid to
the rules of war in the treatment of pris-
oners, particularly when tories fell into
the hands of the militia. A depot of pris-
oners was established at Halifax, and ma-
ny times an order to convey s prisoner to
Halifax was synonomous {o one to take
hi'n out “of sight and shoot hito—and the
non-commissioned officer would return in
halfan hour and report the prisoner at
Hslifsax. Hence. arose the expression,
“gent to hell or Halifax.”

Col. S. assured the writer this cruelty
was never attempted in his troop alter the
scene just related, of the hanging of young

Mr. S. remained with the army
till the surrender at Yorktown.

On reviewing these pages, the writer
feels a fear that he has laid himself liable
to the suspicion of romancing; but the
leading events can be verified by every
intelligent old persoa in this section of the.
country, and the writer could fill your
paper for a year with recitable traditions,
equally romantic with that here related.
Perhaps at some future time, leisure and
inclination for writing, he may exfead
them. Here, however, it is intended fo
rest Cal. Slocomb’s claims to revolutiona-
ry services, which were rewarded by the
gratitude of his fellow citizens in “after,
life, by appointing bim to_every offica-of
honor and trust in their gift, all of which
were honorably and ably filled and their
confidence never lost.” A pension enliv-
encd his latter days, which he valied more
as a mark of acknowledgement than asa
pecuniary consideration. This was the,
man whose eervices to his counlry were’
never slightingly spoken of, éxcept bya
foreign adventuress. s

As the name of Mrs. Slocomb has inci~
dentally been mentioned in this memoir,’
the writer will take the liberty of mention<i -
ing a scene illustrative of her character,/s
which came under his personal obgerva:’! -
tion, - ‘ R B

In her 72d year, Mrs. S. was afflictedt!’
with a cancer, which her surzeon to}d hevi
must be extirpated with the knife. At thd5-
appointed time the surgeon appeared with
some agsistants to perform the operation, !
The old lady protested against bging held,
bnt the surgeon (not knawirg the redaly.
tion of the,woman he had to do_ with)in-
sisted on his assistants holding hersecure- .
ly. ‘The fipst incigion with the'knife was -,
extensive, ar¢ one vl the assistanis gx-11
‘claimed he was sick and stwnld faint, — -
“You're 8, fuol,” said Mra. S *'go awhy ‘i
[ don’t want ) A
she braced, hersell on -the tbte anid nevpr, .y,

moved a muscle orGiteged a groan thep’:
. - Te . . T ’
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