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EDUCATION.

The report of the Superintendent of the
Common Schools exhibits a full view of our
excellent system of l;ul-lin: instruction, which
15 widely diffusing its blessings by securinga
gound and substantial edacation to all the
children of the Swte. A brief smmmary will
give an idea of the iimense proportions it
has attained and the vast amount of usefal-
ness of which it is capable.

At the close of the year the number of

school, districts in the State 1.559; (he nuwm-
ber of schools, 13.435 graded schools, 2,-
147 ; school directors, 11.534: county, city
and borough superintendents, 63 teachers,
16,523 ; pupils, 759,339 ; the cost of tuition,
$3,028,065,70; building, 1,262,708 65 ;
contingencies, $790.675, 33; tuition, build-
ing and contingenciss, $5.081,539 71; and
the amount expended for all purpuses rela- |
ting to schools, £5,160,750 17.

Cour attetition is purtieulurly inviled to
the want of uniformity and constant change
v bovks in the publie schools. These are
matters of serious inconvenience and necd-
less expense to the poor, and might easily
be remedied by judicious legislation, ,

The chief aim of cur system of common
schools is 1o place the advantagzes of an od-
ucation within the reach of ull the children of
the Commonweaith; and when it is eon-
sidered that intelligeues and virtue are the
principal satesuards of our free institutions,
this systemn  earnestly claims the fostering

care and wise guidance of the Legislature.

The graded schools have largely increased

during the past year. The system cstab-
iished by the State was designed, not only |
to furnish intsruction to our youth in the el-
cwents of knowledge. but wherever practi-
cable, to impart to them anedaeation in the
higher branches of learninz.  The multiphi-
cation of grummar and high schooels shonld,
therefore, receive every encouragement, for
they are necessary to perfeet the system and
snable the State to avail itself of that talent
whtich is Born in the cottages of the poor quite |
as frequently ax in the palaces of the rich.

(Good schools c.unot exist without good
teachers, and good teachers can only be ob-
tained by using the proper meuns to prepare
them. Reucognizing these facts, the Legis-
latue of 1867 pussed a general Normal schiool
law, dividing the State into twelve districts, |
and looking forward to the establishiment,
in each cf them, of a Normal school. Ac-|
cording to the provisions of this law four of
these schoo s ave now organized, the pros-
perous condition of which is exemplified by
the fact that two thousand one hondred and
eighty-five students attended them during
the past year, of whom forty-six graduated.

Feurteen colleges and thirty-two acade-
mics have made reports to the School De-
partment during the past year. Such insti-
tutions supply a great public want, as the
tommon school system 1s not Bompetent to
perform the whole work of popular edueca-
tion. A State requires men of generous cul-
ture in all the walks of life, as well as in the
profession of teaching, and the perfection of
the system of public school instruetion is
one of the wisest and naoblest objects of
legislation. All ol the different institutions of |
learning would strengthened and their use-
fulness increased by bringing them together
ina closer union, which possibly can be best
sccomplished by the ereation of a general
Department of Education,

Serious complaints have been made con-
verning the negleet of the education of the
children ine the alms and poor houses of
some of the counties of the State. They are
permitted to grow up in idleness anl igno-
rance. and when sent upon the world to earn |
a living are better prepared to receive les- |
sons ol vice than those of usefulness. The
directors of these institutions should be
compelled, by law, to send such childeen to
the common schools or provide proper
schools for them. and it should be made the
duty of common sehool saperintendents to
supervise and enfurce the execution of the
law,

|

SOLDIERS' ORPHANS' SCHOOLS.

The last annual report of the Saperinten-
dent of <7 Holdiers” Orphons’ Schools was
made up to include the 30th of November,

1866. The appropriation for that year, ex-
tending from January 1, 1866, to January
1, 1867, was insafficient to cover the @xpon-
¢s of the whole year, and eonsc_qucn}h'
those of December, 1866, were unpaid. The
next appropriation, under the present law,

extends from January 1, 1867, to June I,

1568, It was, therefore, determined that
there was no legal authority to apply any
part of it to the payment of expenses prior
to January, 1967 ; hence those incurred in

ecember, 1366, amounting to $31,049 77,
remain unpaid.

Hon. Thomas H. Burrowes, who was ap-
rointed Superintendent by my predecessor,
ontinued in office until May 1, 1867, when,
under the act of April 9, 1867, I appainted
Col. George F. M'Farland, Superintendent,
Rev. (. Cornforth, Inspeetor and Examin-
e, and Mrs, 1. W. Hutter, Asssistant,who
M onee entered upon the di&ChnrﬂI’ .{.lt their
duties by visiting and re-organizing the
schaols, correcting abuses which had erept
inte the loea] managewent of some of them,
a4 in settling arrearages, which was done
:nhi zeal, fidelity, and commendable prom-

tude,

The present Superintendent reports the
expenditures for the eleven months ending
November 30, 1867, as follows:  Education
d maintenance $341,889 85 ; Partial re-
lief 321000 ; Clothing furnished 1,898 ehil-

ren,in advanced schools, $37,187 83; Ma-

g and repuiring clothing, freight, &e.,

‘.:ﬁ.’;l’_l T-‘ 2 enera expemv sﬁ.-l'gl (21) H

otal amount, from January 1, to December
4 1567, $394,420 02,

expenses for thesix months,from De-

\
I

p ommonwealt b

ted by the Superintendent, as follows :
ucation and maintenance of 1.850 ehildren,
inadvanced sechools'at 140 per annum, 8124,

childven in primary schools, at £125, per an-
nnm, $31.250 00; Education and mainte-
nance of 1.050 children in “*Homes,"" at
105 per annum, £55,125 00; Clothing 1.-
850 children,at 325 per annumn, $2 )
Transterring pupils.salaries, &e.: ]
Estimate for six months, ending June 1,
IS68, 8242075 (H).

Tatal actual and estimated expenses for
seventeen months. from Janoary 1, 1867, to
Jupne 1. 1868, 8637.295 02 Or. ot the rute
of §449.925 86 per annum.  From which
deduct total awonnt appropriated for seven-
teen wonths. at £350,000 per anuam. $495, -
853338

whck o3

is shown, of $141.561 69; Or, at the rate of

£49.925 80 per nunum.
Add the amonnt due for D -cember, 1866,

£31,049 77; Anclir exhibits the total deficit |
fron December 1, 1866, to June 1, 1568, to |

he provided for by special appropriation,
S172.611 40,

I do not deem it inappropriate here to‘

state that iff the b'll which passed the
House at the last session had heeome a law,
making an appropriation of #450,000 per an -
puns for the orphans’ sehools, it would have
been sufliefent toLave paid the total ex-
penses

The estimates for the year ending Jane
Ist, 1869, will be found faully set forth in
the venort of the Ruperintendent. From
that report it will also be seen that there

are in operation thirty-nine orphan schools |

and homes, kFaving in charge an avernge of
two thonsand nine hundred and thirty one
pupils, for the year ending November 30
[SCET. at an average eost ol one hundred and
forty-eight dollars and torty-three cents per
annum.

These schools have doubtless reached
their maximum vumbers. Sixteen years
beine the aze at which the orphans eease to
be chargeable to the State. and they will
hencelsrward deerease in the following ra-
tio, viz: 374 will reach that age in 1368,
329 in 1869, 348 in 1870. 493 in 1871, 479
in 1872, 460 in 1873, 416 in 1874, and 544
in 1875, after which there probabiy will not

[ be more than 600 remaining in the schools

Should the term be reduced to fifteen vears,

| us has been proposed by some, fully one

filth of the number now in the auhopls_would
enter upon trades or business withio the
Pr(.‘.“-t'!l[ _\'l'.’lr.

| cember 1, 1867, to June 1, 1868, are estima- | found the nation wholly unprepared. Had |  Durir
Ed- | it been otherwise. the war which continued ; 1867,

oné thousand seven hundred and

through a period of fodr years, and cost the | eighteen claims have been settled. and three
| country millions of treasure, handreds of | hundred and twenty-one Treasury certifi-

| 500 00 ; Edueation and maintenance for 500 | thousands of lives, and an incalenlable a-

mount of suffering and want, would have
been of comparatively short duration, it not
| erushed in its ineipieney. That war, how-
| ever, has not been without its useful lessons.
| It has taucht the necessity of adliering to

principles in practice which we have here-
tofure only acknowledged in theory. 1t has
trained wany thousands of our yeung men
in the science of arms and jofused among

[ them a spirit of wmilitary ardor which may |

safely Le relied on in any Tuture emergency,
and paved the way for the establishment of
| military orgamzationsthat wiil provea safe-
' gnard and honor to the State.  The Legis-

And a deficit for seventeen months | lature, availing itself of these facts, should |

{ adopt a liberal and effective system for in-
| ereasing und regulating the volunteer mili-
| tha. 1
| wany respeets, does not meet the require-
ments of the times, and alterations and a-
| mendients are needed before it can aceom-
| plish all the eontemplated and desired aob-
jeets,  The minimum of men necessary to
| torm a eompany is entirely too high. and in
| many pluces where smaller companies wonid
| be formed. it is impossibieto raise them in
aceordance with the ratio established by the
act.  From the report of the Adjutant Gen-
ral, it will be seen that there are now hut
| thirty-eight uniformed compaunies in the
| State, eomprising only about three thous-
and men. whilst the sugpested amendments,
| which should be made as early us possible,
would nerease these organizations to any de-
| strable extent, and tend to renew and keep
alive in our soldiers the proud memories of
the service and to preserve the military ar-
dor born ot our recent struggies for nationnl
exisieuce,

]
1 ©

NEW ARSENAL,

The necessity for a new arsenal, affording
a place of safe deposit for ordpanes
and & magazine, is so nbvious as to reguire
nothing more on my part than to call your
attention to the subject, and to ask that
anthority be given apd an appropriation
made for the purchase of a site nnd for the
ereetion of suitable buildings for the pur-
pose indicated.

REYNOLDS MONTUMENT.

Nereeably to the requirements of the act
of Assembly, entitled “*An Act to nuthorize
the Governor to transfer 1o the Reynolds
Monument Committre anserviceable and
condemned ordnance,” .‘lp'll'l'!.\'L'L] March 7,

s{ores

No ealealation can farnish an estimate of | 1867, 1 caused the ordnance in the arsenal

Thous-
ande of orphan children are enjoying their
parental care, woral enlture, and education-
al trairing, who otherwise would have suf-
lered poverty and want, and been left to
grow up in idleness and neglect.  Many a
widow's heart has been gladdened by the
protection, comfort and religions solicitude
extended to her fatherless coffspring, and
thousands are the prayers devoutly uttered
for those who have not been unmindful of
them in the time of their affliction. In
waking the generous disposition it hasdone
for these destitute and helpless orphans,
the Legislature, deserves and receives the
heartiest thanks of every zood eitizen, all of
whom will cordially approve a continuance
of that beneficence. In shielding, protec-
ting and educating the children of our dead
soldiers the Legislature is nobly performing
its duty.  Those children are not the mere
object ol our charity. or pensioners upon
aour bonatv : bot the wards of the Common
wealth, and have joust elaims, earned by the
blood ol their fathers, npon its support and
guardianship, which ean ozly be withheld
at the sacrifice of philanthrophy, honor. pa

triotisie. State pride, and every principle of
!'muu:!ilv\',
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.
The act of Congress of July 2. 1862, gran-

ted land serip 1o the several States, to be

appropriated to the maintenance of col-
leges, whose ]-.-.ll'llnu Oaoject 1t shull be to
rive instraction in the scienaes whieh mints

ter to agriculiure and mechunie arts. By
the rule of apportionment. adopted by Con
gress, 700,000 seres foll to the chare of this
ihe aet of Assembly of
February 19, 1847, r:ilprnprieul.‘.tl the benetit
of the whole of that grant to the Agrienjtu-
ral College of Pennsylvapia, which hus
thereby becowe sulijcet to the supervision
and guardinnship ot the Stare. 1 therefore

invite your attention to the organization and |

condition of that 1nstitution, as exhibited
by the president ol the board of trustees, in
his report for the year 1867, which will be
laid before vou. The commissioners ap-
jointed by the Legislatare to sell the land
serip have completed the sales, which a
monnt to £430,1%6 s0.  In aceordance with
the act of Assembly. the one-teath of the
procecde has been applied tothe purchase of
sites £or “*Modeland experimental Farms,"'
and the residue invested as follows: $126,-

000 in the United States 5-20 bonds: $20,-
000 in  Peunsylvania war loan. and $235,-

000 in the Pennsylvania bonds of 1867,
The college has been thoroughly re.or-
ganized in order to mase it fully respond to

the object and requirements of the wet of |

Congress and to the educational interests of
the induastrial elas:es,and to meet these ends
it now gives courses of istruction in genér-
al scionee, agriculture, mechanical and igl\'ll
engineering. metallurgy and mining: ancient
and modern languages, and military tactics,
employing a facnlty comprising six profes-
sors and two instructors in the college de-
partment and three instructor: in the gram-
mar school. This important educational en-
terprise in the_interests of agriculture and
the mechanical arts deserves favorable con-
sideration.
MILITARY.

a preparation in time of peace
t the probabilities
This oft repeat-

An adequat: v
isa preservative agains
and contingencies of war.

ed axiom was not sufficiently realized before |

tho rebellion, for, when it broke out. it

| the benefits and blessings that are constant- | to be inspected and turned over to the com-
| Iy flewing from these institations.

mittee for the purpose indieated five con-
demned six-ponnder brass cannon, weigh-
ing in the aggregate three thousand seven
hundred and forty-eight pounds.

HISTORY.

In 1864 the Legisiature made an appro-
priation for the purpose of having prepar-
ed and published a complete history of the
military operations of the State in reference
to the late war, My predecessor appointed
Samuel P. Bates, Esq., for the purpose of
consummating the provisions of the aet,
who procecded to collect the necessary mu-
terials and to proseeute the work,

Although the eountrey hasz azain been res
tored to peace, the peaple continue to feel
a deep interest in all that relates to the
| strugeie which so recently eonvulsed the na-
| tion. In the proseention of the war Penn-
sylvania, always among the fiest to answer
i the c-u:mtz‘\":- eall, rave :hl-“lin.r'.'ﬂ eviden-
ces of her l!l'\'u!iu!: T IiIll‘ and to the na- |

| tion's glory.  Over three hundred and six-
Ly thousand of her sons stood in the ]';]||L-‘
of the Union army. Many have fallen.and
nearly thirty thousand by wounds and dis
ease received in the feld, repose in death.
To counmemorate their heroism. to preserye
their names and perperuate the record of

| their |I-'l.-i|‘ are amonge the ul}_io:c'_,s Hl'ill"
work in pnm In its pages will be
found an account of each and every military
greasization of the Stute ; the ofiicers and
men of whom the the
naie ui' every :nll'ii\ i-!'l:iL \\'ifll il;" " ”'i‘
residence, time of inuster, dare :l]'li]r-f"n-'ll':l_’li.
and the special aets by whieh he was distin-
cuizhed, as well of the dead as those who
Liave survived.

I TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT.

The Department of Transportation, crea-
ted during the war, has accomplished its
purpose. and ceased to exist by the deter-
minaiion of the Legislature, exprn.-'-:ct.'nl mn
the appropriation bill, approved April 11,
1867. The reporr of the :"‘_“ll]l{?!‘i"[t‘lll.ll'llt
shows that for the vear enling November
30. 1867, the whole number of claims settled
aud paid was eight hundred and eizhty-two.
These were {or the disinterment ol the bu-ul—
ies of deeased Pennsylvania soldiers on dis-
tant battle-fields and trunsportation to the
homes of their relatives, and the total ex-
penditures were thirty-two thousand five-

1Eress,

Wwere e upp ysed

humdred and thirty-nine dollars and forty |

cenis,
| dred and twenty-three claims, amounting to
about four thousand dollars, for the pay-
ment of which aud some unsettied transpor-
tation, an appropriation of four thousand
five hundred dollars will be required.

All the papers and business of the "
partment have been transferred to the of-
| fice of the Adjutant General.

STATE AGENCY.

During the war a State Ageney, for the
examination, adjustment and collection, free
of expenses, of military ¢laims, was estab-
lished at Washington, for the maintenance
| of which the Legislature, with commenda-
| ble liberality, has annually made the neces-

sary appropriations.
Tu January last, Col.
! Allegheny county, was a
and Lieutenant Colonel

e-

John H. Séev;nrt.t:f
inted Agent,
r;l;jm; A. Cook,

Assistant. After a faithful and efficient
| performance of its duties until 31st of Octo-

{ ber. Col. Stewart resigned in consequence
! of domestic afflictions, when Col. Cook was

promoted to fill the position, and Lieuten-
inted assigtant.

ant Col. J. Copelan, appo

The law of 1864, though excellent 1n |

There remain unsettled one hun- |

i:‘ates collected, amounting to $241,669 43.
| Two thousand one hundred and twenty-nine
| new cases remain unsettled, the most of which
will probably be settled by the 30th of June
next, at which period the appropriation ter-
minates. When this is exhausted, the De-
| partment will have doubtless fulfilled jts mis-
| 810i, and the documents and papers can he
transterred to the Adjutant General's office,
CEMETERIES,
{
ed under the act of March 12, 1867, to in-
| vestigate the transactions relating to certain
| cetneteries are herewith presented.

The work at the Gettysburg cemetery is
progressing, but with less expedition than
was contemplated. in consequence of the
dificulty of procuring such blocks of marble
as were required for statuary.

The approp:iation of three thonsand dol-
| lars to the cemetery at Antietam has been

withheld, as it appears from the act of in-
| eorporation by the Legislature of Maryland
and the resolations of the board of trustees,
that the rebel dead are to be interred within
the enclosare and to be honored with the
suioe mwemorials as the Union soldiers who
are there buricd,

The enstom hasever prevailed to specinlly
honor those in death who won special honor
by meritorious lives. The monnments vear-
ed to the memory of departed worth bear
ample testimony that our people have not
been unmindtol of thiscustom.  But where
were such mesiorials ever erected for men
whose actions were intamous. and who per
ished in an igooble cause? Who would
ziotify the wreason of Benediet Arnold wich
such monuments as have arisen to the men-
ory of Washineton? Who would dare to

insult the loyai heart of this natien by pro-

ulehire, the body ol the assassin Booth and
that of' Abraham Lineoln 2 No loya!l wman
[ would take the heartless Wirz and the other
demons that presided over the prison dens
of eruelty, starvation and death, and the
execnted conspirators ngainst the nation's
tllustrious chief, and deposit them in the
same tomb with the patriotie men who sae-
| rificed their lives in battling for *‘the right
against the wrong.”' Yetit is proposed that
the loyal States econstruct cemeteries for
their heroig dead, and then desecrate thewm
ty the barial therein of those who prosecuted
azainst the country a warfare which for its
diabolieal ferocity 1s without a parallel in the
history. of eivilization, and even to erect
monuments to their memory. Carry out this
purpose and what inducement can be here-
after offered to the loval citizen to fight
against treason, when he teels assured that
should he tall in battle the traitor's grave
will be honored equally with his own ?

The cause of the Union was a holy one,
while that which opposed it must have been
its converse. 1o one side alone the glory
belongs.  This was not a war of nations but
of treason against loyalty, [1 was a contest
of rebels who would have drained the #ife’s
blood of the government which had nurtured
and protected them, against its patriotic
sons who fought to save it lrom destruetion,
[t was a war carried on by the defenders and
promoters of” oppression against the {riends
and lovers of libarty and their country’s in-
tagnity.

While there is no reasonable ohjection to
giving decent sepultare even fo the rebel
dead, those who eonsider them deserving ol
honurable testimonials may bestow them. It

1

i3 our duty to render honor only to whom
we believe honor 1s doe,
HONUMEST TO DECBASED SOLDIERS.
The commissioners appointed under an

act of the Legislature, approved April 22,

1858, **to contract for, and saperintend the

citiz “““!‘l,l'“!l"_'! ivania who wereslainor !ll"'\:
theirlivesinthe late war with Mexico,”" have
cantracted for the creetion of a monument, in
| & prowinent portion of the Capitol grounds,
and the work is grogres-ing as rapidly as
' errenmistances will permit.  The appropria-
tion of £6,000, to which the commissioners
are limited, i= inadegnate for the object con-
tewplated, The lowest bid for the contract
was $2.200. 1 join the commissioners, there-
| fore, in requesting an additional appropria-
tion of three thonsand, to be used, or so
much thereol as may be necessary, to cou-
plete the um]urr.:lking. . ‘
Cour patriotism “'ll.l donbtless give a fa-
vorable response to this request, and the en-
lightened people of the Commonwealth,
| rising above selfish and partisan feeling, will
sanction sneh expenditure for the erection of
this honorable memento. A State that has
! been prodigal of her millicns in the Pn_tpln,‘-
| ment of her physical resources and in the
performance of every noble and disinterested
act which philanthropy conld suggest, can-
not forret her eallant sons whose sufferings
| and sacrifices for their country have never

| been fully appreciated, :m'd wh'nse_ remains

'| 1epose. among strangers, in a foreign land,

| without a stone, however rude, to indicate

| their last resting places, or distinguish _Lin-lr

graves from those of their fallen enemies.
RURIAL OF DECEASED SULDIERS.

A communication from the board of man-
agersof the Harrisburg cemetery 1s herewith
transmitted, to which yourattention is invi-
ted. The saiicct of which it treats, relative
to the burial of deceased soldicrs during the
late war,is wort hy of legislative consideration.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.

The Pennsylvania lostitute for the Deal
and Dumb, the Lnstitation for the Instruc-
tion of the Blind, the Training School for
Feeble-Minded Children, the Northern
Home for Friendless Children, the Houses
' of Refuge, several Soldiers’ Homes, and

other sinnlar charities, which have received

[ aid from the State, are, according to the re-

ports of the principals and superintendents,

| all, in their different spheres, accomplishing

| much d for the untortunate ses for
whose benefit they were established.

posing to lay, side by side, in the sae sep- |

1z the vear ending December 15, )

The reports of theeommissionars appoint- |

Detailed accounts of the affairs of the
| Pennsylvania State Lunatic Hospital, at
| Harrisburg, and of the Western Pennsylva-
| nia Hospital, at Piusburg, wiil be found in
| the reports of the trusteesand superintend-
ents. Both these institutions, as well as
others in the State for the care of the in-
sane, arve crowded. The infirmaries for the
hospital at Harrisburg, for which appropri-
ation was made last vear, with a larze num-
ber of additional wards, have been erceted,
and will be ready for oceupation during the
winter. A liberal appropriation for the
Western Hospital was devoted to the eree-
tion of bLuildings, on the Ohio river, seven
.miles below Pittsburg, known as the Dix-
mont Hosp'tal for the Insane. The great
ierease of population renders nesessary the
cstablishment of other institutions of this
kind. It is estimated that the ratio of the
losane 15 one to every thonsand persons, and
on assuming the population of the Sttte to
be about three millions five hnudred thous-
and,we have about three thousand five hun
dred insane. The hospitals in the State af-
ford accommodation for only two thousand.
Henee there arefilteen hundred for whem no
rm\'isfion is made, and many of them are

anguishing in the county prisons and alms-
houses.
EEVISION OF THE CIVIL CODE.

Parsuunt to ¢he tirst section of a joint res-
olution of the Legislatare, approved on the
10th of April last, Hon David Derrickson,
W. Maclay Hail, Hsq., and Wayne M’ Veigh,
Esq., were appointed to “‘revise. eollate and
digest all such public acts aud statutes of the

civil code of this Staie, as are %:n:m_*rai and
permanent in their nature.””  These gentle-
men bave commenced the work assigned
them, and from which the tollowing Ler efits
ave hoped o be derived :

1. The correction of the redundancies,
omissions, repetitions and inconsistencies of
the existing statutes. 2. The framing of
general laws as substitutes for the inuumer-
able loeal statutes, which Ior mavy years
have eomprised the bulk of the acts of As-
sombly and occupied the attention of the
Legislaiure to the detrinent ol general leg-
islation. 3. The conlerring upon the coorts
many powers now exercised by the Legisla-
ture, and which, it is believed, will greatly
relieve that body by decreasing the demand
for special logisla®on and allowing ampler
opportunity for the cousideration of the
public interests, .

The gentlemen comprising the commission
have prepared u large nomber of bills, most
of which will be laid before you at an early
day. The wo t importaut of these, which
the commissioners,in harmony with my own
views, are of the opinion should receive ear-
Iy and favorable action of’ the Legislature,
are those relating to corporations, the poor,
public highways, railroads, evidence and io-
terest. The others, with, perhaps, a few
exceptions, might be left unacted upon until
the entire work of revision is completed.
The enactment ol the™bill on corporations
into 4 law, at an early period of the session,
would, doubtless, serve to prevent much
legislation that might be called for on sub-
jects which the il itself contemplates and
{oi which it makes ample provision. The
bills relating to the poor and to publichigh-
ways Gemand early attention, as the laws
now in force on these sabjects are 5o numer-
ous and diversified that searcely any two
counties in the State are controlled by the
same law, and it is earnestly to be desired
that they receive the earliest practicable
ganetion of the Legislature,

The eommissioners desive to be allowed, so
far us possible, to complete the work and
present it as a symmetrical whole, rather
than in detached paris, and CXpress their
opinion relative to the time requisite for its
satisfactory completion.  They ask a repeal

l of so muech of the first section uvi” the joint |
| resolation as excepts from their labors “those

erection of a monutment to the memaory of' |

statutes revised, eoditied aad enacted under
the resolution approved March 23, 1830,

{ and an amendment of the fourth seetion,=o

! as to extend from “two’’

to Lhree years, the
tie allowed tor the completion of the work.
The proposed mmendwents will give them
control of the whole body of the statnre law,
and such allowance of time as they deem
necessary for its satisfuctory revision. The

| accumulation of our public statutes, during

a period of nearly two ceaturies, can hardly
fail to present a confusion which it iz emi-
nently desirable should be corrected ; and
the only practicable mode of accomplishing
this is the one indicated by the resolution
of the last Legislature,and having confidence
in the gentlemen selected for this work, it is
dne to them, as well as to the public, that
they should not be restricted, either as to
time or by exceptions, which would prevent
a perfect and desirable embodiment of pub-
lie statutes,

The task is one of more than ordinary
magnitude, requiring deliberate eonsidera-
tion, critical acumen, and eareful m_mrarl.-nu
and arrangement, together with high order
of taleat, literary attainments, legal research, §
and energetic industry. to bring it to that
perfection which its importance demands
and the Legislatareintended and will doubt-
less expect.

TAX LAW.

The Auditor General, Secretary of the
Commenwealth and State Treasurer. appoint-
ed by the Legislature at its last sessjon to
revise and digest the tax laws of the State,
have discharged that duaty. Their report
will be submitted at an early day. and 1 be-
speak for it that careful examination which
the importance of the subject deserves,

PUBLIC NOTICE TOBE GIVEN OF CERTAIN BILLS.

Your attention is also invited to the acts
of May 13, 1857, and April 2, 1860, (Digest,
page 43.) requiring public notice to be given
of the application for all private acts relating
to real estate and for nets of incorporation.
The wisdom and justice of these are mani-
fest, and their enforcement cannot be other-
wise than beneficial.

LEGISLATION. _
At the last session certain bills were pass-

ed in whish large numbers of citizens were

deeply interested, the responsibility for
which, after the adjournment, but few mem-
bers could be found willing th assume, or
| even (o admit any knowledge of their
age. It is expected that every legislator
| should be acquainted with all that is travs
| piring in the legislative halls. He is not
| simply chosen ra give his support to certain
bills which have been called to his individus
al attcation, but to be constantly on the alert
to frustrate every act that may have a ten-
deney to jeopardize the pablic interests. To-
plead ignorunce after a real or ima inary
wrong has been done, is to acknowledge &
want viattention to the trust reposed by his
constituents.  One bill, the anthorship and
knowledee of which has been generally dis-
claimed, passed both branches ot the As-
sembly. and was sent in due form, with the
siguatures of the proper officers, for Execn-
tive approval, ang in several instances billa
were passed and sent for approval in dupli-
cate. Al such hasty and cureless legislation
should be avoided, and the wembers of the
session now about to commenee be euabled
at its close to give an account of their par-
ticipation in_every aet, however unimpor-
tant, The Lesislnture, coming as it does.
fresh from the ranks of the people, should
set an example in cconowy, retrenchment
and reform. 1t is the custodian of the pub-
lic interests, and any unnecessary extrava-
gance or prodigality in the expenditure of
public money s reprehensible. [t was a
walter of common notoriety at the last ses-
sion that a pamber of subordinate officers,
i both brauches of the Assembly, were ap-
pointed, to whom liberal salaries were paid
and whe. were never seenat their dEeigl]llﬁii-
usts, and rendered no service to the State.
This practice has been emphaticall

con-
demncd by the press and the people, and
will uot be continued by ary Legislature

which weans to acquire a reputation for u
faithiul  performmnce  of dugy. Your
attention 18 respectiaily invited to the law
on this subject as contained in sections fifteen
to eighteen of the act upproved the Tth day
of May, 15835,

i ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS.

Your attention is directed to the practies
of withliolding che annual appropriation hill
untu the latest moments of the session. In
the public estimaiion great lLmportauce is
attacaed to this Lill, and no action of the
Legislature undergoes a closer or more eare-
ful serurvity. lts provisions eoncern the en-
tire community, and in their enactment too
wuch cantion caunot be observed. Last
year the appropriation bill was not passed
until the lust night of the se<iion, whea it
was hurried through both branches of the
Legislature, and oo the following morning
presented for approval, without affording
time for the necessary investigation, and sub-
jecting the Executive to the alternative of
signing it with all its imperfections, or sas-
pending, for the ensuing year, the indispen-
sable means for the operations of the State
Government. Lt is, thereiore, earnestly de-
sired that the appropriation bili be taken up,
discussed, and passed at a sufficiently early
period during the session wo enable it to re-
ceive that thorough examination which its
importance demands,

PERQUISITES OF OFFICE.

Very many serious complaints have been
made for many years past relative to the dis=
pusition ot the debwis which annnally ueea-
mulates about the Uapitel. This seems to
have beeu regarded as legitimate perquisites
of’ certain attaches of the several legizlative
and other depa; tients and has eonsequent-
ly led o pra tices which should be prevent-
ed. [Itisalleged that valuable property has
thus been taken possession of aud ‘.lpﬁ!h'ed 10
personal uses, or =old for mere nominal suns,
and the amonnt obtained privately appropri-
ated, A remedy !t_-r this evil 1s to al 0w no
perquisites whatever to any employees of the
government. 3 Jaries, sufficient inall cases
ior the services remdered, should be appro-
priated, beyoud which no other consideration
should be aliowed. The adoption of this

b

! principle would remove the temptation for

young men in the departmments to resort to
improper practices,  All the public proper-
ty, ol every description.as well as the build-
ing= and grounds, should be placed in charge
of the superintendent appoiuted for thae
purpose, chosen for his known integrity and
general capability, and required to give suf-
ficient bonds for the faithful performance of
his daties.  All property and material not
needed for public use, the superiutendent
shauld be required to sell at public sale,and
pay over the proceeds to the State Treasary.
INSUKANCE DEPARTMENT.

My attention has been called o the sub-
jeet of insurnuce, and so importaut does it
appear, that [ deem it worthy of legislative
eonsideration.  Many millions of dollarsare
now involved, in the United States, in in-
surance, and the amount is being rapidly in-
creased.  To guard the interests of insurers,
our laws are adequate, and therefore need a
thorough revision. Laws have been estab-
P lished in several of our sister States, and =o
succes<ful have been their operations that
the insurance eowpanies acting under them
commnand a respect aud confidonce which is
not exiended to those of Pennsylvania.
Whilst a Jarge portion of the insurance bu-
siness of New York is done in this State,
some of our epmpanies have recently aboi-
ished their agencies in NewYork,because as
thes say,uo oue there will insureina Pennsyl-
vania company, in conseqaence of the laxi-
ty of our insusance laws. The policies of
many organizations, under our present laws,
are alleged 16 be worthless; and although
they are continually failing, others of simi-
jas churacter are starting Into existence.
Within_a few months five fire insurance
companies have failed, ome of which bad is-
sued policies to over one million of dollars,
and other serious defeetions are of frequent
oecurrence.

In view of these tlmr.; and l:llm costly ex-

rience of the people, 1 would recomme
rﬁe establishment of an Insurance Depart
ment. similar to those in New York sad
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