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NEVER PUT OFF.

Whene'er duty waits for thee,
With sober judgment view it,

And never idly wish it done ;
Begln at once and do it.

For sloth saith falsely, < By and by
Is just as well to do it ;"

But present strength is purest strength ;
Begin at ouce and do it.

Awl find no lions in the way,
Nor faint il thorns hestrew it

But bravely try, and strength will come,
Fuor God will help thee do it.

-

DON'T PROPOSE IN THE DARK.

The pretty, square farm house, standing at
the corner near Kilbes lane sror the first
plirase, although giving by far the closest pic-
ture of the place, does, it must be confessed,
lovk rather Irish), and whers the brook winds
away by auother lane, until it spreads into
river like dignity, as it meanders through the
sunny plain of Hartley common, and fnally

disappears amidst the green recesses of Perge |
wood—that pretty., square farm house, half
hidden by the tall ¢lms in the flower court be- |

fore at, which with the apacious garden and
orchard behind, and the extensive barns, yards
and outbuildings, 8o completely oceupies one
af the sngles tormed by the crossing of the
Iune and the stream—that protty farm  house
contains une of the happivst and most prosper.
oLs familton in Aberleigh—the Inrge and thriv-
lnr fumily of Farmer Evans.

Y hother from skill or from good fortune—
or, as Is most probable, from a very lucky
mixture of both-<every thing goes right on
hiw groal farm,

dlie ; Lis servants never thivve ;3 his childeen
are never g bo buys eheap and sells doar
monny gathers upon him like s sovwbas Il
and yut, In spite of all this provoking sl in-
tolerabile prosperity, everybody  loves Farmer
Evans. He is 8o hospitable, so good natured,
O gUnErONs and 80 homely !

There, atter all, lHes tho charm. Richos
have only not spuilt the man, bot they have
not altared i, He s just the samo o look,
and word, and way, that he was thirty vears
wgo, when he and his wite, with two sorry
horses, a cow and thres pigs, began the
world at Dean (Gate, a little bargain of twenty
milusoil, Ay, and Lis wife is the same wo-
an==the samoe frogal, tidy, indostrions, good
uatnred Mrs, Evans—so0 noted for her activity
fo tougue and limb, her good looks and plain
drenning ; as frugal, as good natured, oy ac-
tive, as plain dressing is Mrs. Evana at forty-
five as shie was st nineteen, and in a different
way slmost as good looking.

The chllilren, six “boys,"” as Farmer Evans

promiscuouly calls them, whose ages vary |

from eight to twentg, and three girls, two
grown up and one the youngest of the family,
are just what we might expeet from parents
who are so simple and so good. The young
men, intelligent and well condueted ; the boys
docile ard promising ; and the little girl, as
pretiy & little curly headed, rosy cheekod
pippet as ever was the pet and plaything of a
large tamily. It is, however, with the eldest
daughters we bave to do.

Jane amd Patty Evans were as much alike as
bath ever befallen any two sisters not born at
one time 3 for, in the matter of twin ehildren,
there has been o series of puzzles ever since
the days of the Dromios, Nearly of an age,

vxactly of u stature (so high that l"rmlurick’

the Great would have coveted them for his
tall regiment), with hazel eyes, laige mouths,
full lips, white teeth, brown hair, clear, heal-
thy complexion, and that sort of a mOse which
is neither Greek nor Roman, nor aquiline, nor
er pelif nez ret rousse, that some persons prefer
to them all, but a nose which moderately
prominent, and sofliciently well shaped, is yet
as far as I Know, anonymous, although it may
Le, perhaps, as common or as well looking a
feature as is to been seen on an English face.
Altogether, they were a pair of tall and comely
waidens, and being constntly attired in gar-
ments of the same color and fashion, looked
at times s0 much alike that no stranger ever
dreamed of Knowing them apart, and even
their scquaintances were rather aceustomed to
speak and (hink of them as the #Evanses”
than as the separate individuals Jane and
Patty. Even those who did pretedd to distin-
guish the one from the other were not exempt
from mistakes, which the sisters— Patty espe-
cinlly, who delighted in the fun so often pro.
duced vy the unusual resemblance—were apt
to favor by changing places in a walk, or
slipping from one side to the other ata coun-
iry tea party, or playing & hundred innocent
tricks, to vccasion at once a grave blunder and
8 merrey laugh.

Old Dinah Goodwin, for instance—who, be-

iug rather purblind, was jealous of being sus. |

pected of seeing less clearly than ber neigh-
bors, and had defied even the Evauses to puz-
£le her descerument —seeking in vain on Pat-
15’s haud the cut flnger which she had dressed

ot Jane’s, aseribed the ineredible cure to her |

own incomparable salve, and could hardly be
unideceived, even by the pulling off of Jane’s
glove and the exhibition of the lacerated digit
sewed rouud by her own bandage. Young
George Kelly, too, the greatest beau in the
parish, having bet at a Christmas party that he
would dance with every pretty girl in the
rooul, lost his wager, which Patty had over-
lieard, by that sauey damsel slipping into her
sister’s place, and persuading her to join her
OWn unconscious partuer; so that George
danced twice with Patty and not at all with
Jane—a bantering piece of malice which prov-
¢d, as the young gentleman (a rustic exqui-
site of the first water) was pleased to assert,
that Miss Patty was not displeased with her
partner, How little does o vain man know of
womankind. 1f she had liked him, she would
tiot bave played the trick for the mines of
Goleonds. In short from their school days,
“hen Jane wae chidden for Patty’s bad work,
and Patty slapped for Jane’s bad spinning,
down to the prime of womanhood, there had
been no end to the confusion produced by this
fewarkable instance of tamily likeness.

And yet nature—who setts some mark of such sleep is

ludividuality upon even her meanest produc-
tions, making some unnoted difference be-
tween the lambs dropped from one ewe, the
Tobius bred ip one nesw, the flowers growing
Yl one stock, and the leayes growing on one
iree—had not left these maidens without one
P*rmanent distinction—a natural snd a strik.
8¢ dissimilarity of temper. Equally indus-
\rious, affectionate, happy and kind ; each was
kind, happy, affectionate and industrious in a

Yiflcrent way. Jame was grave; Patty was

-

Hiw erops are thy baest in the
parish ; his hay never spoiled ; his cattle never |

| gay. If you heard a laugh, or a song, be sure
. it wak Patty ; she who jumped the style, when
| ber sisfer opeped the gate, was Patty ; she
who chased the pigs from the garden, as mer-
| rily as it she were running a race, so that the
Ip!gs did not mind her, was Patty. On the
| other hand, she that so carefully was making,
| with its own ravelled threads, an invisible
darn in her mother’s handkerblief, and was
hearing her sister read the while ; she that
so patiently was feeding, one by one, two
broods of young turkeys; she, too, that so
pensively was watering her own bed of delicate
and somewhat rare Howers—ihe pale hiies of
the Alpine pink, or the alabaster bLlossoms of
the white evening primirose, whose modest
flowers, dying off in the Ulush, resembling her
own character—was Jane. Some of the gos-
sips of Aberleigh used to assert that Jane's
| sighing over the flowers, as well as the early
stendiness of her character, arose from an
engagement to my lord’s head gardiner, an
intelligent, sedate, sober and steady young
Scotehman, Of this I know nothing. Cer-
tiin it is that the prettiest and newest plants
were always to e tound in Jone's little flower
garden 3 and if Mr. Archibald Maclane did
sometimes come to look after them, 1 did not
ses  (hat It was anybody’s business,

In the meantime, a visitor of another du.
seription arvived st the farm. A cousin ol
Mres. Evaus had boan as successtful in trade as
her husband had been in agriculture, and now
he sent his ooly son to become acguainted with
his relations, and to spend  some weeks in
their fumily, Charles Foster was o flne young

man, whose lather was nelther more or loss
than a linen draper in o groat town, but whose
| matiners, education, mind und charsoter might
have done honor to o far bigher station, e
was, in a word, one of nature’s gontloman, and
in nothing did he more thoroughly show his
| taste and gool brecdiong than by entering on
tively foto the homely ways and old tashitoned
habit of his country cousins., e was de-
Hghted with the simpheity, frugality and in-
dustry which blepded well with the sterling
fhmlm-nn ot genuine prodence ol the great
Snglish farm house,  1T'he wWomen unpeeially
[ pleased him mach,  They formed a strong
contrast with any he had et with betore.
No finery, no goguetry, no Franch, no piano,
It Is impossible to deseribe the sensation of
reliel and comtort with which Churles Foater,
sick of musicn] misses, nscertalned that the
whaole dwulling did not contain a single musi-
cal Instroment exeept the bassoon, on which
Guorge Evans was wont, every Sabbath, ot
church, to oxerociate the ears of the whole
congregation., e liked both sisters.  Jano's
softness and considerateness engaged his full
esteem.  Putty’s tnnocent playioiness suited
bust with his own Ligh spirits and antmated
conversation.  He bad Kknown them apart
from the first, and indeed denied that the
likenesses were at all puzzling, or more than
s usnal among sisters ; and seeretly thought
Patty as muoch prettier than her sister as she
was avowedly merrier.  In doors and out he
was constantly at her side; and before he hud
| been & month in the house all the inmates had
| given Charles Foster as a lover of his young
]
|

—

cousin g and she, whaon rallied on the subject,
eried«Fie " and s« "ish !"* and <« Pshaw !"* and
waonduered how people could talk such nonsense
—and liked to have suelh nonesense talked to
her better than anything in the world.

Atlulrs were in (his state, when one night
Jone appeared even graver and more thouglit-
ful than usual, and fur, tar sadder. She sigh-
ed deeply ; and Patty—for the two sisters
cupied the same room —ingquired what ailed
| her.
| She burst into tears, whilst Patty hune over
her and soothed her. At length she roused
herse by a strong effurt, and tarning away
from ber affectionate comforier, said ina low
tone :

e have had a great vexation to-night, Pat-
ty ; Chaurles Foster has asked mie to marry
him.”

iCharles Foster! did you say Charles Fos-
ter 7*? asked poor Patty, trembling, unwilling
even to turn her own senses against the evi-
denee of her heart ; #Charles Foster 777

«Yus; our cousin, Charles Fostoer !’

“And you have accepted him 7" inquired
Patty, in a hoarse voice.

s#0h! no—no—no! Did you think I had
| forgotten poor Archibald 7 Besides, [ am not
the person whom he cught to have asged to
marty him—/false and bheartless as he is; 1
would not be his wife—cruel, nnfeeling, un-
manly ag his conduct bas been! No! notif
he would make me queen of England !’

«You refused him, then 2%

¢No; my father met us suddenly, just asl
was recovering from the surprise and indigoa.
tion that at first stauck me domb.  But 1 shiall
refuse him—the false, deceitful, ungratetful
villian !*?

«i Poor futher—he will be disappointed.
will mother.™

«They will both be disappeinted, and both
angry, but not at my refusal. Oh! how they
will despise him !"* added Jane.

Poor Patty, melted by her sister’s sympa-
thy, and touched by an judignation mest un-
uspal io that mild and gentle gil, could no
| longer commund her feeling, bat threw her-
! selt on the bed it that agony of passion and

griet which the first great sorrow seldom lails
| to excite in the young heart.  After a while
| she again resumed the coversation.
| «We must not blame him too severcly.
| Perhaps my vanity made me think his atten-
| tions meant more than he really did, and you
| hud all taken up the notion. But you must
| not speak of him so unkiudly. He has done
nothing bunt what is natural. You are so
much better and wiser than I am, my own
dear Jane! He laughed and talked with me
—but he felt your goodness ; and he was right.
I was never worthy of him, and you are ; _ngd,
| it it were not for Archibald, I should rejoice
from the bottom of my heart,”” continned Pat-
| ty, sobbing, <if you would accept’—but, un-
| able to speak her generous wish, she barst in-
to a fresh flow of tears; and the sisters, mu-
tually and strongly affected, wept in each
' other’s arms and were comforted.

That night Patty cried herself to sleep, but
not of long duration. Before
| dawn she was up, and pacing with restless
irritability the dewy grass walks of the garden
and orchard. In less than half an hour a light,
elastic step—she knew the sonnd well—came
rapidly behind her; a hand-oh! how often
bad she thrilled at the tonch of that hand—
tried to draw hers within his arm; whilst a
well-known voice addressed her in the softest
1 and tenderest accents:
|

1 v

So

«Patty—my own sweet Patty! have you
thought of what I said to you last night?”’

“Said to me 7 replied Patty, with bitter-
nuss,

“Ay, to be sure—to your own dear self ! do
you not remember the guestion 1 asked you
when yunr good father-<jor the first time un.
“'*-"Cl.:'llll.r*—julllt.'ll us so suddenly that you bad
BOL time 1o suy ‘yes,” now "’

“Mr. Foster,” said Patty with some spirit,
“You are under a mistuke here ! [t was to
Jane that you made the proposal, last even-
Ing, and you are taking me fur her this very
mument,

“Mistake you for your sister !
Jane! lueredible !  lmpossible!
Justing !

“Then he mistook Jane fos me last night,
and he is no deceiver 1** thought Patty to her-
sull, as, with smiles beaming brightly through

Propose to
You are

her tears, she turned round at his reiterated
prayers, and yielded the hand he sought to
bis pressure.

“He mistook ber for me! He
us to perplex him !’

And 50 it was! an uncouscious and unol-
sarved change of place, us cither sister resum -
ed ber station  besida little Betty, whoe had
scampered away after o glow-worm, added to
the deepening twilight and the luver’s vimbae-
rasstient, produced the confusionr which gave
poor Patty a oight of misery, to be followed
LY  liletiine of bappivess. Jane was almost |
a8 glad to Juse o lever as her sister was to re-
gain one. Oharles has gone home to Lis ta
ther's to muke preparations for s bride.
Archibald has taken a great nursery garden,
and there s some talk o Aberleigh that tho
marviuge of the two sisters is to be celebrated

o the smne day.
. S —

that defied

The Hashes of lightning often observed on a
stier evening, unaccompanied by thunder,
and popularly kuown as “heat lightning,’” are
merely the light from diseharges of eleerricity
from un ordinury thunder cloud, benesth the
horizon  of  the observer reflected  from
clouds, or porhaps from the wiv itself, as in
the case of twilight., Mr. Brooks, one of the
dircetors of the telegraph line betwoeen  Pitty.
burg and Philadelpbia, informs us that on one
vconsion, to satisty himsoelt on this point, he
uskod for information from w distant operator
during the appearance of flashes of this kind
in the distant hovizon, and learned that they
procecded from o thunder storm  then mging
twi hundred and ity miles castward of his

place of observation.
——— .

Tue Awr or Prixrisoe.—A Jubilee will soon
tnke place in Vicana in honor of the four
hundred years” existonee of the art of print-
ing i that eity. The first Vienna printer,
Ulrich Hanno, opened his printing office in
182, did not sueeced, anid emigrated to Rome,
He was the eanse of the Emperor Frederic
the Fourth bestowing a privilege on the prin-
ters, in the year 1468, which placed them in
eiqual rank with noblemen and scholars, and
prermitied them to weara sword,

- - o -———

A Scoteh lecturer undertook to explain to
a villinge audience the word phenomenon.
“Maybe, ma treen’s, ye dinna ken what a phe-
nomenon may be.  Weel, then, a’ll tell *ee.
Yu've o’ soen a coo, (cow) nne doot. Weel a
cun’s nae a phenomenon. Ye've a’ seen an
apple tree.  Weel, an apple tree nae a phe-
nomenon. But gin ye see the coo gang up
the apple tree, tail for most, to pu’ apples,
that woeuld be a phenomenon.”

A farmer received a very polite note from
n neighbor, requesting the loan ol an ass for
a few days. Being unable to decipher bis
friend’s hieroglyphics and wishing to concecal
Lis ignorance from the servant, the farmer
hastily retorned for an answer, very well: tell
your master I will wait on him myself pres-
ently !

S

Ina recent specch, Parson Brownlow said
I t¢ll you, upon the honor of a4 man), that the
Southern army and its bangers-on have stolen
more negroey in Virginia, Tennessee and
Kentucky doring the last six months then the
Abolitionists have enticed or aided away in
the last forty years!

- -

The gallant exploits of the Irish officers and
regiments in the American war are eagerly
copied by the papers in Ireland, and the birth-
place and early life of each hero is proudly

varrated, This has already stimnlated a pow-
erful Union fecling throughout the entire

country.

-

A superintendent of police once made an
entry in his register, from which the follow-
ing 1s an extract : “The prisoners set upon
me, called me an ass, a precious dolt, a scare-
crow, a ragamutiin an idiot —all of which I cer-
tify to be true.”’

During the last year there has been mann-
factured at the United Siates Armory at
Springfield; one hundred and two thousand
rifled muskets; and in the present ycar, it is
said the number will be doubled.

The Protestant clergymen of Nashville ;
having declined to take the oath of allegiance ;
Governor Johnson has sent nearly all of them
to the penitentiary as prisoners of war. The
Catholie clergy are all loyal.

-

The Stars and Stripes now wave over the
remains of every dead President of the Uni-
ted States except those of James Monroe
whose remains were taken some years since
from New York to Richmound.

= .

«Isn’t your hat sleepy 7"’ inquired a little

urchin of u gentleman, with a ¢:shocking bad

one-** «Ng; why 7"’ inquired the gentleman,

s««Because I think it is a long time since it bad
a nap,” was the answer.

An honest Hibernian, upon reading his phy-
sician’s bill, replied that he had no objection
to pay him tor his medicine, but his visits he
would return.

The surrender of Norfolk was rather a
sheepish aflair: Mayor Lamb surrendered to
General Wool, and the ram Merrinac was
blown up.

hat is that word of one syllable which, if
th® flrst two letteis are taken froiws it becomes
a word of two syllabels ? FPlague.
-
Almost every young lady is public-spirited
enongh to be willing to have her father’s
house used as a courf-house.

What fruit does : pewly-married couple

mostly resemble 7 A green pear.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE “JOURNAL."

Camr Nrearn Haurigon's Ban
Jases Rover, July 5th, 1862,

You requested me, should anything of in-
terest occur, to forward you some of the par-
ticulars. I will endeavor to comply, but it
should not be expected that 1. a mere private,
can communicate anything but what passed
under my immediate observation, that would
be of interest to you ; and in speaking of the

events that have transpired, I shall speak only |

of the Division to which I belong—trusting
that | shall not weary you with uunecessary
detail,

The ball was opened on Wednesday by a
shaiply contested skirmish on the lett wing of
our artuy, and about noon on Thursday the
scene ol cuntlict was suddenly transfered to
the extreme right. The first intimation we
had of anything going on, was about 1 o'clock
P. M., when heavy and rapid canonading wag
heard inthe direction of Hanover Court House,
and by the receipt of orders to have our bag-
goge packed and horses attached to their re.
spective picces, to move directly on receipt
of orders. About 2
shifted to anothdr quarter and in ¢lose prox-
inity to MeCalls Division, a part of which,
consisting of the Bucktils, the Sth regiment,
and Battery B 1st Pennsy Ivania artillery, were
out on picket in the viemnity of Mechanies-
ville, Suddenly the enemy eommenced eross-
ing the Chickshominy at Meadow Bridge, in
large number 3 and our pickets, not being
wble to intercept their passnge of the bridge,
were ordered to fall back about 14 miles to
the main® body, whieh was being rapidly
formed on the cast side of Beaver dam run.
The 6th und Battery B reached the Division in
safely, but the Bucktabls—who were the last
to receive the order to fall back, owing to

their having been posted farther out—were not |

80 fortunate, as the ropid movements of the
enemy cut them oft from the diveet line of
communication.  Captain Irvin’s company
full Into anam busende and after vainly endoay-
oring to extrieate themselves by havd fghting
wore compulled to yield te the superior foree
of the evemy, awd it is feared that the greater
part of them are pow prisoncers. It is report-
ed that both Capt. Ievin and Livut, Welsh are
wounded. The pickets had scarcely reachod
the main part of the division, when the rebels
opened a tremendous tre of cannon and mns-
Retry upon our lines, which was quickly ro.
plied to and with marked eflvet. They tell
back, but ag quickly rallied, and then with
their rapidly accumulating force vainly sought
to tmn our right wing, but after the most des-
perate lighting tor more thun an hour they
wore repulsed with heavy loss.  But still they
had no idea of letting us rest.  Their broken
columns were rapidly replaced by fresh troops
and they now opened upon onur whole line with
the most desperate determination, hoping to
crush our little band by overwhelming nom-
bers.  The natural barrier interposed between
us prevented them from charging upon us,
and the superior tire of our rifles and artillery
mowed them down almost by regiments. It
was now 6 o'clock, and the rebels being foiled
and driven back, they once more rallied and
made the most determined etlorts to turu our
flank on the left. Here Battery A was sta-
tioned. Up to this lime wo had been shelling
them briskly along the greater part of the
line, but now our tire was coneentrated. We
were flanked and supported on the left by the
5th, who occupied rifle pits which had been
previvusly lotmed. The remuant of the
Bucktails, and one section of our battery,
also occupied the pits, while the other section
was posted on an eminence a few vods to the
right. Batteries G and B 1st Pa. actillery
held the rvight of the line, while battery O,
Oth Regular artillery, hetd the centre. The
enemy moved forward with solid front und
steady tread, and no doubt with confidence
thatvictory would crown their last grand el-
fort, but they were doomed to disappointment.
As [ said, they were prevented hitherto from
charging upon us by natural barriers—which
was a miry swamp some 300 yards wide,
through which they sought to cross however
after repeated trials, in which some of them
fell an easy prey to our unerring marksmen,
as they sank to their necks in the mire they
abandoned the project. But not so now,
There was an opening on our left of solid
ground, which ran round the head of the
swamp, and running parallel with our lines.
The encmy instantly songht to take advant-
age of this opening and, no doubt, hoped by
one grand conp de efal to take easy possession
ofour guns. On came their advaocing horde.
Their design was readily anticipated, and no
sooner Lad they emerged (rom cover into an
open space, and directly in range, than we
poured into their ranks an incessant stream of
shell which mowed down their ranks like
grass. Buat, not apparently 1n the least intim-
idated, they moved on and prepared to charge
through the open space of solid ground. Here
they were compelled to eharge in column, as
the nature of the ground would not permit
them to charge in line. Both infantry and ar-
tillery reserved their fire till the enemy had
approached very near us, when, suddenly, we
opened upon them, with our guos double
shotted with canister, and for the space of 15
minutes nothing could be heard bat the crash-
ing of rifles and musketry, the sullen thunder
of artillery, and the groans of the wounded
and dying. The cncmy recoiled, and as they
fell back our fire on their receeding columus
was unabated. Graduoally their fire became
weaker, and at O o’clock all was comparatively
quiet. I am not able to give you the casul-
ties of the four hours fighting, bat it was com-
paratively light in view of the strength of the
enemy. The Bucktails sustained the heaviest
loss, in the misfortune that befel Captain Ir-
vin’s company. The 5th, | believe did not
lose many. We lost three men wounded—one
of them seriously, and three horses killed and
three wounded.

Some of us retircd to rest om the fleld,
while the rest kept watch at the guns, every
man at his post. The infantry rested on their
arms, while the enemy fell back ounly to his
original position, ready at the light of morn
to resume the conflict. During the night we
were reinforced by Porter’s division. fore
it was scarce hight on Friday morning our
wary foe again silently and stealthily ap-
proached our lines, with a view, no doubt, of
surprising our brave boys, hut they were not

to be thus easy cai in any such trap. The
rebels had fii'rrzi #heir columns in motion,
but had only advanced a short distance until
our boys, who had concealed themselves in
the woods, burst out upon them with the most
tertific fire of musketry, which, in the death-

o'eloek the scene was !

like stilluess of the early morning. reverber-

ated along the lines, sending a shuddering

thrill to the very heart of all immediately.

We fought and held the enemy in check for | 3nd by daylight

half an hour till the Iresh troops could relieve
us, and were then ordered to fall back five
wiles to Gaines® Mill on the banks of the
Chickahiminy. We fell back in order, pro-
tecting both the trains of Porter and McCall,
destroying all government property we could
not remove—consisting principally of com-
missary and quarter masters’ stores:  Porter
held the enetuy in check till the trains were
secure, and then tell back towards McCall,
skirmishing all the way, till within a mile of
us, at Gaines® mill, which point he reached
sbout 11 o’clock. He was there reinforeed
by Gen. Sykus division, (Regulars) and his
exhausted troops had a short respite.  Searce-
had Porter fell back till skirmishing com-
menced afresh on our right, which lasted
about two hours when all was guict. But,
when less than an honr bad intervened, the
fight was renewed—this time in the most de-
termined manner. The troops were formed
rupidly in line ; Porter and Syvkes on the
right and centre, McCall on the left.
cotumand of the ficld now fell vpon General
Purter us senior ofticer.  OQur foree was posted
in an open spaco direetly in front of woods.
and not more than gunshot from it. Why this
was done | am unable to say. One thing 1
know, it gzave the enemy the advantage of the
timber, while the difticulty of dislodging him
from his rvetreat devolved: npon our forces.
we had scarcely formed in line when the
cerashing sound of the discharge of lire-arms
broke npon the ear, reseimbling the decp and

eracking intonation of falling timber more
than anything else ] can think of. Soon a

dark and sulphnurous clond of smoke rose trom
the seene, and streaching sl far out over
the work of death and destruction, seemed to
look on in silent wonder, We were success-
ful in driving the enemy back vpon hisre
serve, when we in turn, hsd 0 fall baek from
the fresh and superior numbers thut were pit-
tod against ns.  Again our men were replaced
by tresh troops, snd again did they enter that
dismal looking timber in pursuit of the foe

and a secona time did they drive him back,
The battle now raged with furious intensity. I
cannot convey to you any adequate wlea of
the scene.  The incessent roar of musketry
and artillery as they sent their messengers
thick and tast into ecach others ranks, beggars
all deseription.  Add to this the moaning of
the wonnded and dying, as they were being
borne trom the ficld, and the sight of ghastly
wounds and shattered limbs, and you can form
some idea of the terrible and awlul roalitios
attending a sunguinary conflict, where the

|
|
|
f

Mie side of the river. The rempaut of our
batl_r.rr_\- moved across immediately. [t con-
sisfed only of six:limbers nnd two caissons,
| F next mornitig the whole of
| the fighting force of Friday was massed on
[ the south side of the river, and one and & halr
miles from Savages station. The casaalties
to the battery, was 5 men Killed (iuclading
the Captain) 7 wounded, and 8 missing, whoww
fate is unknown—{our gons, whole battery

[ two limbers, two caissons, and twenty horses

| Saturday we had a short rest,

During the
day 1 learned that Capt. Smith had 7 men
slighily wounded—none Killed, 1 believe.
But while the Reserve was resting the supply
trains were being pushed rapidly forward to-
wards Savage station, and at the same time
Gen. Smith was skirmishing with with the ene-
my and holding him in check. At 10 P, W,
Saturday, the train of the Reserve corps com-

| menced moving, but such was the jam at Sav.

The |

chances of life disappear like the morndng |

mist.

Up to this time I had been a silent specta-
tor of the bloody conflict, but now, about 4 P,
M. Our division was ordered to the support
of the right where the light bad been terribly
animated. Battery A wus also ordered to the
right. We had scarcely reached our new po-
sition, and had not got time to fornr in bat-
tery, when our move was quickly anticipatad.
Never was there a more tatal error commitied.
This transter of the almost entire force of the
left gave the enemy the most decided advan-
tage, which he was not slow to avail himself
of. Our troops were immediately ordered
back to the lelt, but not, however, till the en-
emy had almost emerged from the woods aml
commenced a flank movement on our left.
In the meantime, our artillery had commenced
shelling them at a fearlul rate, fairly piling
them in winrows, but on they came. They
emerged from the woods under the most gal

ling cross fire ol our brave Heserve corps, as
they passed along the line from the right to

left. The oth is on the left of battery A, but
not in supporting distance. Our guns are
now worked incessantly with double shotted
canister at short range, which opens chasius
in the rebel ranks, but such is the perfectness
of their drill that they are almost as quickly
filled up and they again present a solid front,
They push oo, apparently aiming for the bat-
teries which are making such bavec among
them. Baltery A occupies a position in the
centre immediately on the crest of a bilafi
bank. Battery G on the left, battery B and
C (Regulars) on the right. The rebels have
now resched a large level plain on our left
front and are rushing on with hideouns yells
—stuch as demons only can give. The inces-
sant and unabated stream of canister—the
whizzing of bullets—the roar of cannon and
musketry—the almost suffoeating clouds of
dust and smoke—riderless horses, all go now
to make up the tumultuons scene. At this
critic « moment the ammunition of our brave
boys 13 expended, and they fall back from
sheer exhaustion. A Regular Battery of light

mounted artillery wheels into action, fires two |

or three rounds, limbers up ard is off without
a scratch. The enemy is now within 75 yards
of us. Qur battery is not supported by a man
of the infantry. Four gquadrons of cavalry
draw up in line on our leit and prepare to
charge the cnemy in support of our battery.
They draw their sabres. The men in front
begin to topple ont of their saddles. Their
courage fails them. They wheel to the rear
running over some of our men and are off.
We still continue to work our guns. Some

one suggests to the Captian the propriety of |

retiring.

He says, no! stand by your guns |

boys, and if they are taken it will be over my |

prostrated body ! Brave man! but a few mo-
mentsafter,and he was shot dead from his horse.
The rebels with awful vaths and imprecations
are upon us. One brave fellow draws the last
lanyard, they receive the contents of the gun,
he is shot dead. Each one ot us then looks
out for himself. 1 rush to my horse, mount
him, and away. Some of our boys, who have
not had the means of getting away so quick,
see the enemy wave the black flag of disunion
over our heated Napoleons. They are lost to
us, and our army has now fallen buck a quar-
ter of a mile, and is forming againdn line.
Reinforcements have just crossed the Chicka-
hominy to our relief. Among them is Meag-
her’s Irish Brigade. They are stripped to
the shirt. Some of them with bhats off, and
their brave commander tells them to go in and
win or die. They depend on the bayooet.
They charge up the hill to the left of the line,
to the position of our battery, and drive the
enemy back uunder cover of tho woods. They
recovered the guns that were lost viz : four
from Co. A, three from C, and two from G.
Having no means of bringing them off the
field, they disabled them—rendering them
useless to the enemy. Orders now came
from McClellap to hold the field only long
enough to get our troops acruss to the oppo-

ages that It was 6 o'clock Sunday morning
before we could pass.  There every thing was
bustle and confusion. All the Government
stores that could not be removed were piled
o and prepared ftor the flames. We passed
along and reached White ©ak swamp about
noon and prepared to rest tor the remainder
of the day. About 4 o'clock un explosion in
the direction of Savages warned us that the
proporty that was left thers was no more.
The last wagon had left and got to a safe dis

tance when the rebels were again on our track

but we had good men and true in the rear 1o
defend the train, and all felt seeure.

By duylight Mouday the last wagon had
erossud the swamps aud which hurried rapid
by torwards Jumies river., We gov ander was
by 7 A M., and pushed rapidly forward for
& or 4 miles, when we halted with the Division
about one mile from the main road. We rw
micined bero ti}d noon when the harried re
port that the enciy was on our left Sunk with
large numbers. o an instant every man was
at his post, and as the remnant of our battery
was of po possible useo in an engagement we
were ordured to fall in with the wagou train
and proceed toward the river. We bad ot
got ball way to the main road again ¥ the
ratthing of musketry and the whistling of
sheHs burst upon our cars, and, by the time
we reached Turkey cieek, the fight beesms
general along the whole line, which extendeod
miles—-the left resting near Tarkey bridgze
1 shall now relate tho rest of the events of
Mounday as I gathered it along the ront. The
gallant Reservos received the brunt of the
battle sud held the cnemny under the maost des-
perate firing, alone for more than an hour,
when they tell back from the preasurs of over-
powering nmmbers.  They rallied and at them
again until finally, after their rinks were ter-
ribly decimated, they were reinforced by wesh
troops.  All agree jo stating that it was the
most obstinately contested fight of the whole
war. The gun boats co-operated with the land
forces, and wherever their terrible missiles
fell they made secesh skedaddle. Towards
evening the fight became general and nothing
could exceed the rear of the artillery that was
brought in requisition from every avatlable
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point. When the fight censed we held our
position.  We lost of the reserve many gallant
officers.

The general resalt of the six days fighting
is that we have 4 new aud permanent base on
James rviver for foture operations—have got
the enemy ouat of his strong holds in froot of
Richmond—have got out of the swamps of the
Chickahominy—and, according to their own
acconnts, they have lost three men to our one.

While | am writing, Will Ogden is here and
in good spirits, thoongh his fingers ara some
what painful. When we reflect npon the o-
vents of the last fow days, and the dangers we
have passed through it is & mercy that the
everwhelmuog numbers of the enemy has not
completely sunihilated us. We can atiribuie
our salvation from total destruction only to s
merciful God, whe bas given our leaders the
wisdom to exeeute the movement of se large
an army under the most trying cireumstances,
with comparatively so small a loss, when the
circumstances surrounding the movement are
takken into consideration. And how thankful
should weyus individuals, feel to that Almighty
ruler that our unworthy hives have been spared
through all the dangers of the past few days.
Aul while we would render thanks for our
vwn deliverance, let us not forget to bear up
our humble petitions to a throne of grace in
behall of those battle scarred heroes who are
now suffering from wounds received while
batthing nobly for the right. And O : .above
all let us uot forget to send up our appeals, in
behalt of those loved ones at home whose
hearthstones have been robbed of many bright
ornaments whose plices ean never be flled.
And, while I write, I cannot but think of the
desolation, the sorrow, the scenes and agonies,
which will be brouglht to the hearts of many a
loving wifa, sister or mother, by the events
that have transpired since the 26th of June.

One of the boys ol the 5th found Ellis
Hoover lying in the woods, nearly starved to
death, and suaflering from the ravages of Ty
phoid fever—but for this accident, he might
have died here iu a strange land, with no kind
mother to smooth his pathway to the tomb, or
even a Iriend to close his eves in death
Charley Powers is well and hearty. | have
written about all I ean think of this time.

As ever yours, W. R. B.

-

An Irishman, who lives with a vegetarian,
writes to a friend that if he wants to koow what
illigant living is, he must come to his house,
where the breakfast consists of nothiog, "and
the supper of what was left at the breakfast.

Somebody asked Gen. Cass the other day
in Detroit:¢ General, what may we do to
save the Union?” +Anything.”” “May we
abolish Slavery 7’ «Alolish any thiog on
the surface of the earth to save the nation.™

-

The Charleston Mercury states that a ¢ Beau-
regard hat” is all the rage in that city. At
the rate the war is progressing the same Gen-
eral will furnish a model for 4 neck-lie that

will yet be extensively used at the Scuth.

My dear doctor,”” said a lady, «I suffer &
great deal with my eyes.” ¢Be patient, mad .
am,’” he replied, you would probably sufler a
great deal more without them.™

A gentleman was threatening (o beat a dog
for barking intolerably. Why excliimed an
Irishman, <*would you beat the poor dumb ani-
mal for spaking oul ¢”’

—
There is a man o Virginia who 15 80 aris-

tocratic that he has cut his own acqualniance.




