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THE DEMOCRATIC ADDRESS. |

Below we publish an address to the Democ-
racy of the United States, issucd by 14 mem-
!wr; of the Hlonse of Representatives, (among
whom is Vallandigham,) urging the reorgani-
zation of their party.  We bespeak a carefal
perusal for this extracrdinary docuament, and |
ask the reader to note several of ite most re-
markable features, to wit: It does not sayi
one word against the rebels who are trying to |

destroy the Government; It does not con-
gratulate the country upon the victories a-
chieved by the Union armies over the trait-
vrsg It charges the Administration of Mi.,
Lincoln as one of continned usurpation, ete.,
1t claims that the Democracy has always, and
is now the party that fighis fo: and upholds
the Constitution, and the Union, and charges
that the Hepnbliesn party is responsible for |
the Rebellion, &e. But read the addresa,

ADDRESS
01 Democrs tic Members of Conzres to the De.
moeracy of the United States

Fervow -Crnizess : —The perilons eondition
of our country demands that we should coun-
sel together. Party organization, restricted
within preper limits, is a positive good, and
indeed essential to the preservation of public |
liberty.  Without it the best Government
would soon degenerate irto the worst of tyran-
nied. Indesporisms the ehief use of power i3
in crusking out party opposition. In our own
country the experience of the last twelve |
months proves, more than any lesson in his-
tory, the necessity of party organization. |
The present Administration was chosen by a |
party, and in all ciwvil acts and appointments |
has recogpised, and utill does, its fealty and |
ohligations to that party. There must and |
will be an opposition. The public satety and |
good demand it. Shall it be a new organiza-
tion oran old one? The Democratic party
waa founded more than sixty years ago. It
hias never been disbanded. To-day it numbers
one millioh tive hundred thousand electors in
the States still loyal to the Union.  Its recent
numerena victortes in monieipal elections in
the Western and Middle States preve its vi-
tallty, Within the last ten montha it has
held State Conventions and nominated full
Pemocratic tickets in every Free State in the
Union. Of no other party opposed to the Re-
publicans can the same be said.

Suarn ToE DEMOCRATIC PARTY BE NOW DI2- |
gaNpEn? Why shounld it? Are its ancient
priNCIPLES wrong 1 Whatare they 7 Let its
platiorms for thirty years speak :

s Resolred, That the American Democracy
place their trust in the intelligence, the pa-
triotism, and the discriminating justice of the
American people.

««That we regard this as a distinctive fea-
ture in our political ereed, which we are proud |
to maintain before the world, as the "runli

{
1

moral element in A form of goverment spring-
ing trom and upheld by the roPrLanR WILL;
and we contrast it with the ereed and practice
of Federaliom, under whatever name or form,
which seeks to palsy the will of the constitu-
ent, and whiclk conceives no imposture too
monstrous for the popular creduolity.

«That the Federal Government is one of !
limited power, derived solely from the Coxsri- |
TuTios ; and the grants of power made therein |
vught to be strictly construed by all the de- |
partments and agents of the Government ; and |
that it is inexpedient and dangerous to exer- |
cise doubtrul constitutional powers. ™

And as explanatory of these the following |
from Mr, JErrerson’s first inangnral :

“The support of the Stare GoveErRNMENTS
in all their righ's as the most competent ad- |
ministrations of our domestic concerns and
the snrest bulwarks against anti-republican
tendencies.

#The preservation of the (GENERAL GovEaN-
MEST in [ts whole constitutional vigor as the
sheet-anchor of our peace at home and safety
abroad.

“A jealous ecare of the right of election by
the people.

“THe SUPREMACY OF
MILITARY AUTHORITY.

“FEconomy in the public expense, that labor
may be lightly burdened.

“The honest payment of our debts and sa- |

THE CIVIL OVER THE

cred preservation of the public faith. l

“Freevpou or REvIGION, FREEDOM OF THE
Pirrss, AND FREEDOM OF PERSON UNDER PROTEO-
TION OF THE HABEAS CORPUS, AND TRIAL BY JU-
RIES [MPARTIALLY SELECTED.”’

Sueh, Democrats, are the principles of your |
party, essential to pnblic liberty and to the
stability and wise administration of the Gov- |
ernmment, alike in peace and war. They are |
the principles upon which the Constitution
and the Union were founded ; and, nnder the
control of a party which adheres to them, the

Constitution would bs maintained and the
Union could not be dissulved,

Is the roricy of the Demoératic party wrong |
that it shonld be disbanded ? |

Its policy is consistent with its principles,
and may be summed up, from the beginning,
33 follows ;  The support of liberty as against
power ; of the people as against their agents
and servants; and of State rights as against |
consalldation and ecentralized despotism; a |
simple government; no pablic debt; low |
faxes: no nigh protective turitl’; no general
§rstem of internal improvements by Federal
authority ; no National Bauk ; bard money[
tor the Federai public dues ; no assumption of |
State debts ; expansion of territory ; self gov- |
“roment for the territyries, subject only to the |
Constitution; the absolute compatibility of a
union of the States, “part slave and part free;”
the admission of new States, with or without
slavery, as they may elect; non interference
Iy the Federal Government with slavery in
§rute and Territory, or in the District of Co-
‘imbia; and, Anally, as set forth in the Cin-
cnnati Platform, in 1856, and reaffirmed in
1860, absolute and eternal «repudiation of ALy
fECTIONAL PARTIES AND PLATFORMS concerning |
d.hlnuatlc slavery which seek to embroil the
States and incite treason and armed resistance
s law in the Territories, and whose avowed
Purposes, if consumaled, must end in CIVIL WAR [
4XD Disvxron.”?

Such was the sneient and the recent policy
of tie Demoeratic party, running through a
Period of sixty years—a policy consistent with
he principles of the Constitution, and abso-

Utely essential to the preservation of the

Dlon,

Dooe the mistory of  the Democratic party
f70¥e that it ought to bo sbandoned 7 «By

| eratic policy prevailed.

| gether.,

{ successfully prosecuted, with & moderate ont-
, lay and a small army and navy, and without

| but in the midst of the grossest abuse of both ;

i compromise, for more than half a century.

| the Sonth ;

their fruits shall ye know them.”’ Sectional |and peace.

Parties do not achieve Union trinmphs.
#ixty years from the inauguration of Jefferson
on the 4th of March, 1801, the Democratic
patry, with short intervals, controlled the |

| power and the policy of the Federal Govern- |

ment. For forty-eight years out of these six- |
1y, Demoeratic men ruled the connlry ; for
fifty-lour years and e¢ight months the Demo- |
During this period |
Lounisiana, Florida, Texas, New Mexico, and
California were successively annexed to 0:11"
territory, with an area more than twice as
large as all the original Thirteen States to- |
Eight new States were admitted un- |
der strictly Democratic Administration—one
wnder the Administration of Fillmore. From
five millions, the popnlation increased to
thirty.one millions. The Revolutionary debt |
was extingnished. Two foreign wars were |

the suspension of the habeas corpus; without
one infraction of the Constitution; without
one nsnrpatign of power ; withont suppressing
# single newspaper; withont imprisoning a |
single editor; without linnt to the trecdom of |
the press, or of specch in or ont of Congress, |

and withont the arrest of a single ¢traitor,” |
though the Harrrorn Cosvestion sat during |
one of the wars, and in the other Senators |

| invited the enemy 1o ““GREET OUR VOLUNTEERS |
| WITI BLOODY HANDS AND WELCOME TILEM TO HOS-

PITABLE GRAVES,”

During all this time wealth inereased, busi-
ness of all kinds multiplied, prosperity smiled |
on overy side, taxes were low, wages were
high, the North and the South furnished a |
market for each other’s products at good
prices; public liberty was secure, private
rights nndistarbed ; every man’s house was
his eastle ; the courts were open to all; no
passports for fravel, no secret police,no spies,
no informers, no bastiles; the right to assem-
bles peaceably, the right to petition ; freedom
af religion, freedom of speech, a free ballot,
and a free press; and all this time the Consti-
tution maintained and the Union of the States
preserved.

Such were the choice fruits of Democratic
principles and policy, carried out through the
whole period during which the Democratic
party held the power and administered the
Federal Government, Such has been the his-
tory of that party. It is a Union party, for it
preserved the Union, by wisdom, peace, and

Then neither the ancient principles, the
pelicy, nor the past history of the Democratic
party require nor would justify its disband-
ment.

Is there anything in the present erisis which
demunds it 7 The more immediate issue is,
TO MAISTAIN THE CONSTITUTION AS IT 1S, AND TO
RESTORE THE UNION AS 1T was.

To maintain the Constitution is to respect
the rights ot the States and the liberties of
the citizens. It is to adhere faithtully to the
very principles and policy which the Demo-
cratie party has prolessed for more than half
a contury. Let its history, and the results,
from the beginning, prove whether it has
practised thein. We appesl proudly to the
record.

The frst step towards a restoration of the
'nion as it was is to maintain the Constitution
as it is. So long as it was maintained in fact,
and not threatened with inlraction in spirit
and in letter, actual or imminent, the Union
was unbroken,

To restore the Union, it is essential, first,
to give assurance to every State and to the
people of every section that their rights and
liberties and property will be szcore within
the Union under the Constitution., What as- |
surance so doubly sufe as the restoration to
power of that ancient organized consolidated
Democratic party which tor sixty years did se- |
cure the property, rights, and liberties of the !
States and of the people; and thus did main- ‘

tain the Constitution and preserve the Union,
aud with them the multiplied blessings which
distinguish us above other nations ?

T'o restore the Union is to crush out section-
alism North and South. To begin the great
work of restoratien through the ballot-box is
to kill abolition. The bitter waters of seces-
ston flowed first and are fed still from the an-
elean fountain of abolitionism. That fountain
must be dried np. Armies may break down
tha power of the Confederate Government In
but the work of restoration can |
cnly be carried on through political erganiza- |
tion and the ballot in the North and Wesh‘
In this great work we cordially invite the co-
operation of all men of every party who are |
opposed to the fell spirit of abolition, and
who, in sincerity, desire the Constitution as
it is and the Union as it was, Let the dead
past bury its dead. Rally, lovers of the Union, |
the Constitution, and of Liberty to the stand- |
ard of the Democratic party, already in the |
fleld and confident of vietory. That party is
the natural and persistent enem> of abolition.

| Upon this question 1ts record as a national

organization, ho vever it may have been at
times with particular men or in p-.urticnlarl
States, is clear and unquestionfible. From
the beginning of the anti-slavery agitation to
the period of the last Demaocratic National
Convention it has held but one language in re- |
gard to it. Let the record speak :
«s Resolved, That Congress has vo power un- |
der the Constitotion to interfere with or con- |

" trol the domestic institat:ons of the several |

States, and that such States, are the sole and |
proper judges of everything appertaining to
their own aflairs nout prohibited by the Consti-
tntion ; that all efforts of the Abolitionists or
others made to indoce Congress to interfere
wiith questions of slavery, or to take incipient
steps in relation thereto, are calculated to
lead to the most alarming and dangerous con-
sequences, and that all such efforts have an
inevitable tendency to dimifnish the happi-
ness of the people and endanger the stability
and permancy of the Union, and ought not to
be countenaced by any friend of our politica)
institutions,”™

Upon these principles alone, so far as relates
to slavery, can the Union as it was be restored ;
and no other Union, except the Usity or Des-
porisd, can be maintained in this coautry ;
and this last we will rosist, as our fathers did,
with our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred
honor.

But it is said that yon must disband the
Democratic party ¢to support the Govern-
ment.”” We answer that the Democratic par-
ty has always supported Tag GoveENMENT ; and
while it was in power preserved the Govern-
ment in all its vigor and f(ntegrity, not by
force and arms, but by wisdom, sounnd policy,

For | er will, that this Administration, or any Ad-

| the Executive, and the Judicial—each equal

| party, which

[ enemy to the Constitution and the Union,

| proxIsE fifteen months ago would have saved

| session of the Thirty-sixth Congress to this

| ment.

{ the GGovernment in restoring the Union which

| cured by the constitution—a right inestimable
| to the people, and lormidable to tyrants only.

| and eflicency of the Government, and for a
| complete and most vigorons

But it never did admit, and nev- |

ministration, is <sthe Government.” [t holds,
and ever has held, that the Federal Govern-
ment is the agent of the propLE of the several
States composing the Union ; that it consists
of three distinct dopartments—the Legislative,

ly & part of the Government, and equally en-
titled to the confidence and snpport of the
States and the people ; and that 1t is the dnty
of every patriot to sustain the several depart-
ments of the Government in the exercise of all
the constitutional powers of each which may be |
necessary and proper for the preservation of the
Goverument in ils principles and in its vizor and
infegrity, and lo stand by and defend to the wi-
most the flag which represents the Goresamient, |
the Union, and the country. f

In this sense the Democratic party has al- |
ways sustained, and will now suastain, TaEe
GovERNMENT against all foes, at home or a-
broad, in the North or the South, open or
conceaied, in office or out ef office, in peace
or in war.

If thisis what the Republican party mean
by supporting the Government, it isan idle ’
thing to abandon the old and tried Democratic
for so many years and throngh |
80 many trials supported, preserved, and main. |
tained the Government of the Union. Bat il |
their real purpose be to aid the ancient ene- |
mies of the Demecracy in subverting our pres-
ent Constitution and form of government, and,
under pretence of saving the Union, to erect a
strong centralized despotism on its ruins, the
Democratic party will resist them as the worst

and to free government everywhere,

We do not purpose to consider now the
eauses which led te the present unhappy eivil
war. A fitter time will come hercafter for
such discussion. But we remind you now |
that coMpromise made your Union, and cox-
it. Repeated efforts were made at the last
end. At every stage, the great mass of the
South, with the whole Demoeratic party, and |
the whole Constitntional party, of the North
and West, united in favor of certain amend-
ments to the Constirution—and chief among
them, the well-known «“Crirrexpex, Prorosi-
r1oxs,”? which wonld have averted civil war
and maintained the Union. At every stage,
all proposed amendments inconsistent with
the sectional doctrines of the Cmicigo Prar-
FORM were strennously resisted and deteat by
the Republican party. The¢OJrittenden Prop-
ositions’ never received a single Republican
vote in either Hounse. For the proof we ap-
peal to the Jonrnals of Cengress and to ‘he
Congressicnal Globe.

We scorn to reply to the charge that the
Democratic party is opposed to granting aid
and support to the Federal Government iz
maintaining its safety, integrity, and constitn-
tional supremacy, and in favor of disbanding
our armies and suceumbing to the South.
The charge is libellous and false. No man
has advocated any such proposition. Demo-
crats recognise it as their duty as patriots to
sapport the Government in all constitutional,
necessary, and proper efforts to maintian its
safety, integrity, and constitutional anthority ;
but at the same time they are inflexibly oppos-
ed to waging war agninst any of the States or
people of this Union in any spirit of oppres-
sion, or lor any purpose of conquest or subjn-
gation, or of uverthrowing or interfering with
the rights or estabiished institutions of any
State. Above all, the Demoeratie party will
not support the Administration in any thing
which looks or tends to the loss of our politi-
cal or personal rights and liberties, or a ehange
of our present democratical form of govern- |

But no, Democrats, it is not the support of |

the party in power require of you. Yon are
asked to give up vour principles, your policy,
and your party, and to stand by the Adminis-
tration of the party in power, in all its acts.
Above all it is demanded of you that you yield
atleast asilent support to their whole policy,and
to withhold all serunity into their public con- |
duct of every kind, least you should ¢“embar-
rass the Administration.” Yen are thus ask-
ed to rencunce one of the first principles and
the chief security of a Democratic govern-
ment—the right to Lold public servants respon-
sible to their master ll.2 people ; fo reader the rep-
reseniative accounlable lo the constituent ; the an-
cienf and undoubled prevogalive of Americans to |
canvass public measurcs and public men. It is|
this sthigh constitutional privilege’ which
Daniel Webster deciared he wounld sdefend
and exercise within the House and out of the
House, and in all places in time of war, in lime
of peace, and al all fimes!” [t isn right se-

Ifever there was a time when the existence
and consolidation of the Democratic party
upon its prineiples and policy was a vital ne-
cessity to public and private liberty, it is now.

Unguestionably the Constitution gives am-
ple power to the several Departments of the
(rovernment to carry on war strictly subject
to its provisions, and, in case of civil war,
with perfeet security to eitizens of the loyal
States. Every act necessary for the satety

trial of 1ts|
strengh, is vet wholly consistent with the ob-
servance ol every provision of that instrument,
and of the laws in pursnance of it, if the sole
motives of those in power were the suppres-
sion of the “rebellion,” and no more. And
yet the history of tho Administration for the
twelve months past has been and continnes to
be a history of repeated usurpations of power
and of violations of the Constitution, and of
the public and private rights ot the citizen.
For the proof we appeal to facts too recent to
need recital here, and too flagrant and beinous
for the calm narrative which we propose.
Similar acts were done and a like policy pur-
sued in the threatened war with France in the
time of John Adams, and with the same ulti-
mate purpose. Bat in two or three years the
people forced them into an honorable peace
with France, rebuked the excesses and abuses
of power, vindicated the Constitution, and
turned over the Federal Government to the
principles and policy of the Democratic party.
To the ssober second thonght of the people,”’
therefore, and to the ballot-box, we now ap-
peal when again in like peril with our fathers.

But if every Democrat concarred in the pol-
icy of prosecuting the war to the autter sub-
jogation of the South and'for°the subversion

of her StateGovernment with her institutions,
without a Convention of the States, and with=

out an overture for peace, we should jost a
re-olutely resist the disbafding of ths Demo-
cratic party. It is the only party capable of
Carrying on a war; it is the only party which
has ever conducted a war to a successful issue,
and the ounly party which has done it without
abuse of power, without molestation to the
rights of any class of citizens, and with due
regard to economy. All this, if need be,
it is able to do again. If snecess, taen, ina
military point of view be required, the Demo-
cratic party alone can command it.

To concinde : Inviting all men, withont dis-
tinction of State, section, or party, who are
for the Constitbtion as it js and the Union as
it was, to unite with us in this great work up-
on terms of perfect equality, we insist that—

The restoration of the Union, whether
through peace or by war, demands the contin-
ued organization and suecess of the Demoerat-
ic party ; :

Tl.. preservation of the Coustitution de-
manus it

The muintainance of liberty and free demo-
cratical government demands it;

The restoration of a sound system of inter-
nal policy demads it;

Economy and honesty in the public expen-
ditnres, now at the rate of four milliousof
dollars a day, demands it;

The rapid aceumulation of an enormous and |

permanent pubic debt demand it—a poble

| debt already one thousand millions of dollars,

and equal at the present rate, in three years,
to England’s debt of a ¢entury and a half in
growth;

The beavy taxation, direet and indireet,
State and Federal, already more than two hun-
dred millions of dellars a year, eating out the
substance of the people, augmenting every
year, demands jt;

Reduced wages, low prices, depression of
trade, decay of business, scarcily of work,
and impending ruin on ¢very side demand it ;

And, finklly, the restoration of the concord.
good feeling, and prosperity of former vears,
demands that the Democratic party shall be
maintained and made victorions.

W. A. RICHARDSON. of Illinois.
A. L. KNAPP, of Illinois.
J. C. ROBINSON, of Illinois.
JOHN LAW,. of Indiana.
D. W. VOORHEES, ot Indiana.
W. ALLEN, of Ohin.
C. A. WHITE, of Ohio.
WARREN P. NOBLE, of Ohio.
GEO. H. PENDLETON, ot Ohio.
JAS. R. MORRIS, of Ohio.
C. L. VALLANDIGHAM, of Ohio.
PHILIP JOHNSON, of Penn.
S. E. ANCONA, of Penn.
GEO. K. SHIEL, of Oregon.
BY REQUEST.
‘“OCCASIONAL’'S"” REVIEW OF THE DEMO-
CRATIC ADDRESS.

From the Philadelphia Press, of May 0th.
Wasuaisorox, May B, 1862,

A document called the address of Democrat-
ic members of Congress to the Democracy of
the United States appears in the National In-
telligencer this morningz. It is signed by only
fourteen members of the House. Not a single
Democrat in the Senate and not a single Rep-
resentative from the Border States seems to
have given it his sanetion. And when its
statements are examined, in the light of history
and tested by fair argumentstion, even those
who have endorsed it will be heartily ashamed
of it. No more emphatic admonition of the
purposes entertained by the leaders of the
present Democratic organization could have
been laid before the American people than this
cxtraordinary prodaction.

Neot a single word
appears in lhis address in fevor of the war for
the mainl enance of the Government, or in oppo-
sition to the rebels who are fighting for ils over-
throw. Isit not amazing, in such a crisis as
this, while nearly seven hundred thousand
freemen are offering their livesas a sacrifice
to the flag—while hundreds of families are
mourning the loss of their husbands, fathers,
sons, and brothers, and with the record before
theireyes of the monstrous atrocities perpe-
trated upon the wonnded who have fallen into
the hands of the traitors, and even upon the
dead bodies of those who died in honorable
battle— that distinguished gentlemen, profess-
ing to represent a lurge portion of the people
of the United States, should deliberately and
coldly refuse to say that the war in which we
are now engaged isa just war, and that it is
being conducted to preserve the freestand
most generous Government in the world 7
The bravery, and the skill, and the moderation
which have extorted from hostile and foreign
nations expressions of astonishment and praise,
do not awaken a single throb in the breasts of
these fourteen <*Democratic members of Con-
gress.”  Iostead of this, we find a studied ef-
fort to misrepresent the Administration of Mr,
Lincoln, and the freshest and plainest events
of the last two years. [ have not time now to
peint out more than one or two ot the most
flagrant instances of this wisrepresentation.
Theaddress says :

“We do not propese to consider now the
causes which led to the present unbappy ecivil
war. A fitter tims will come hereaiter for
such discussion. But we remind yon now that
compromise made your Union, and compro-
mise, fifteen months ago, would have saved it,
Repeated efforts were made at the last session
of the Thirty-sixth Congress to this end. At
every stage, the great mass of the South, with
the whole Democratic party, and the whole
constitntional Union party, of the North and
West, united in favor of certain amendments
to the Constitution—and chief among them,
the well-known «Crittenden Propositions,”
which would have averted civil war, and maip-
tained the Union., At every siage, all propos-
ed amendments inconsistent with the sectional
doctrines of the Chicago platform were stren-
uously snd nnanimously resisted and defeated
by the Republican party.”

The best witness to refute this astounding
assertion is Andrew Johnson of Tennessee,
who, in the Senate of the United States, on

e

last used, the following

the 81st of January
language :

The Senator told us that the adoption of
the Clark amendmaent to the Criltenden reso-
Intions defeated the seftlement of ibe quea
tions of controversy ; and that, but for that
vote, all could have been peace and prosperity
now,
ment defeated the Crittenden compromise, and
prevented a settlement of ihe controversy-
On this point 1 will read a portion of the
speech of my worthy and talanted friend from
California, [Mr. Latham,] and when I speak
of him thus, I do it in no unmeaning sense.
I intend that he, not [ shall answer the Sena-
tor from Delaware. 1 know
when gentlemen are fixing up their pretty
rhetorical Hourishes, they do not take lime to
see all the sharp corners they may encounter,
It they can make a readable sentence, and

fieat on in a smooth, easy stream, ail goes well |

and they are satisfied. As I have said, the
Senator from Delaware told us that the Chark

amendment was the turning point in the whole |

matter ; that from it bad tHlowed rebellion,
revolution, war, the shooting and imprison-
ment of people in different States—perhaps he
meant Lo include my vwn. This was tho Pan-

dora’s box that has been opened, out of which |

all the evils that now aflect the land have
flowed. Thank God I still bave hope that all
will yet be saved. My worthy friend from
Caltfornin, [Mr. Latham’] during the last ses-
sion of Congress. made one of the best speech-
es he ever made. I bovght flve thousand
copies for distribution, but I had no coustitu-

ents to send them to, [laughter ;] and they |
have been lying in your document room ever |
since, with the exception of afew, which I |

In |

thought wonld do good in some quarters.
the conrse of that speech, npon this very point,
he made nuse of these remarks :

«“Mr. President, being last winter a carefu!
eve-witness of all that ocenrred. | soon became
satisfled that it was & deliberate, wilful devign,
on the part of” some Representalives of Sowthern
Stales, (o seize upon the election of Mr. Lincoin
merely as an excuse to precipitale this revolutios
upon the couniry.
the fact that South Carolina never senf Senafors
here.”?

Then they certainly were not influenced by
the Clark amendment,

s“An additional evidence is, that when gen- !

tiemen on this floer, by their votes, conld have
controlled legislation, they refused to cast
them from fear that the very proposition sab-
miited to this body might have an.influence
in changing the opinions of their constitnen-
cies. Why, sir, when the resolutions submit-
ted by the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr.
Clark, ] were offered as an amendment to the
Crittenden propositions, for the manifest pur-
pose of embarrassing the latler, and the vate
taken on the 16th of Jaouary, 1861, I ask,what
did we see ? There were fifly-five Senstors at
that time upon this floor in person. The Globe
of the second session, Thirty-sixth Congress,
part 1, page 489, shows that upon the call of

the yeas and nays immediately preceeding the |

vote on the substitite of Mr. Clark’s amend-
ment, there were fifiy-five votes cast. 1 will
read the vole from the Globe »

“Yeas—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bingham,
Cameron, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Dixon,
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster,
Grimes, Hale, Harlin, King, Seward, Sim.
mons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade,
Wilkinson. and Wilson—25.

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler,
Bragg, Bright, Clingman, Crittenden, Dong-
las, Fitch, Green, Gwin, Hemphill, Huonter,
Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of
Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mason,
Nicholson, Pearce, Pulk, Powell, Pugh, Rice.
Sanisbury . Sebastian, Stidell, and Wigfa!l—30.

*Tha vote being taken immediately after on
the Clark proposition, was as follows :

““Yeas—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Binzham,
Cameron, Chandler, Clark. Collamer, Dixon,
Dovlittle, Dorkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster,
Grimes, Hale,Harlan, King, Seward. Simmons,
Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkin-
son, and Wilson—25.

«“Nays:—Messrs. Bavard, Bigler, Bragg,
Bright, Clingman, Crittenden, Fitch, Green,
Gwin, Hanter, Johnson of Tennessee, Kenne-
dy, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce,
Polk, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Sanlsbury, and
Sebastian—23.

“Six Senators retained their seats aod re-
fused to vote, thus themselves allowing the
Clark proposition to sapplant the Crittenden
resolutions by a vote of 25 to 23. Mr. Benju-
min, of Louistinna, Mr. Hemphill and Mr. Wig-
fall, of Texas, Mr. [verson, of Georgia, Mr.
Johnson, of Arkansas, and Mr. Shdell, of
Liouisiapa, were in their seats, but refused to
cast their votes.”

I sat right behind Mr. Benjamin, and [ am
not sure thit my worthy friend was not close
by, when he refused to vote, and I said to him,
“-Mr. Benjamin, why do you not vote? Why
not save this proposition and see iff we cannot
bring the country to it 2’ He gave me rather

an abrupt answer, and said be would control |
his own action without coonsulting me or any- |

body else. Said I, «vote and show yourself
an honest man.” As soon a3 the vote was
taken, ho and others telegraphed Sounth, ««We
cannot get any compromise.’” Here were six
Southern men refusing to vote, when the

amendment would have Leen rejected by fonr |
Who, then, has |

majority if they had wvoted-
brought these evils on the country 7 Was it
Mr.Clark ? He was acting out his own polies;
but with the help we had from the other side

| of the Chamber, it all those on this side had

been true to the Constitution and faithfnl to
their constituents, and had acted with fidelity
to the country, the amendment of the Senator
from New Hampshire conld bave been voted
down, the defeat of which the Senator frowm
Delaware says, wonld have saved the country.
Whose fanlt was it ? Who is responsible for
it? I think that is not only getting the nail

“through, but clenching it on the other side,

and the whole staple commodity is taken ount of
the specch. Whodid it? Southern traitors,
as was said in the speech of the Senator from
California. They did it. They wanted no
compromise. They accomplished their object
by withholaing their voles; and hence the
conntry has been invoived in the present diffi-
culty. Let me read another extract from this
speech of the Senator from California :

*I recollect full well the joy that pervaded
the faces ol sume of those gentlemen at the re-
sult, and the sorrow manifested by the vener-
able Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Crittenden)
The record shows that Mr. Pugh, from Obie,
despairing of an npromise between theex-
tremes of ultra ﬁe ublicans and Disunionists,

We were told that the Clark amend- |

that sometimes, |

One evidence, fo my mind, is |

| Working manifestly for the same end, moved,
| immediately aftur the vote was apnounced, 10
Iny the whole silject on the table. If son
| will 1urn to page 443, the same volome, Fou
wiil find, when, at a late period, Mr. Cameron,
| trom Pénusylvania, moved lo reconsidesthe
vole, appeals baving been made to shstain
those who were stroggling to preserve the
| Peacu of the counliry, that the vole was recon-
sidered ; and when, at last, the Crittenden
propositions were submitted on the 2d day of
Mareh, these Southern States having nearly ail
| seceded ; they were then lost by but one vote.
| Hera is the vote:
““Yeas—.Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bright,
i Crittenden, Donglas, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson
of Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Ma-
son, Nicholson. Pulk, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian,
I'homson, and Wiglall—18.
|  “Nays-—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Chan
[ dler, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessen-
den, Foot, Foster. Grimes, Harlan, Kng,
{ Morrill, Sumner, Ten Evek, Trombull, Wade,
| Wilkinson, and Wilson—20.
“If these seceding Sounthern Senators had
| remained, they would have passed, by a larges
| vote, (a3 it did withont them,) an amendment,
by a two-third vote. forbidding Congress ever
interfering with Slavery in the Swstes. The
| Crittenden propositions wounld have been en-
dorsed by a majority vote, the subject finally
going betlore the people. who have never Yet,
after consideration, refnsed justice, for any
[ length of time, to any portion of the country.

«[ believe more, Mr. President, thaf fhese
| gentlemen were acting in prrsnance of & seddied
and fized planto break up and destroy this Gov-
erwment.”’?

When we bad it in our power to vote down
the amendment of Senator from New
| Hampshire, and adopt the Crittenden resola
| tions, certain Southern Senators prevented It;
| and yet, at a late day of the gession, after they

had seceded, the Crittenden proposition was
| only lost by one vote. 1If rebellion and blood -

shed and murder have followed, to whoss
| skirts does the responsibility attach 7 1 sam-
| med np all these facts myself in a speaeh du-
ring the last session; but I have preferred to
{ read the speech of the Senator from Califor-
| via, ho being better anthority, and having pre-
sented the facts better than I conid.

It may be slleged by Mr. Vallandingham,
whose pamne is of course attached to this ad.
dress, and whe was probably ils asathor, that
because the Republicans did not vote for the
Crittenden Compromise, therefors this formal
declaration ¢f the «“Democratic members of
Congress™ stand nncontradicted ; but Andrew
Johnson in the same speech from which I bave
quoted, shows that the Repoblicans gave the
strongest assurances of their disposition and
determination to do everything to convines
the people of the South that they intended no
violation of the Constitntion, and no infrac-
tion of the rights of any State of the Union.
He says:

“What else was done at the very same o8-
gsion? The House of Representatives passed,
and sent tothis body, a pruposition to amend
the Constitution of the United States, so as to
protiibit Congress from ever hereafier interfe-
ring with the institution of slavery ia the
States, making that restriction a part of the or-
ganic law of the land. That coostitational
amendment came here alter the Senators from
seven Stales had seceded; and vet it was pass-
ed by &8 two-third vole juthe Senxte. Have
vou ever heard of any enc of the States which
had th:n seceded, or whick has since seceded,
taking up that amendment to the Constitation,
and saying they would ratity jt, and make ita
part of that instrument? Neo. Does not the
whole history of this rebellion tell you that it
was revolution that the leaders wanted, that
i they started for, that they intended to bave?
| The facts towhich I have referred show how
the Critteaden propeosition might have been
carried ; and when the Senators from the slave
States were reduced to one-fourth of the mem-
bers of this body, the twoe Honses passed a
proposition to amend the Constitutlion, so as
to gusaranty to the States perlect security in
regard to the institation of slavery in all fu-
tnre time,and prohibiting Congress from legis-
lating on the subject.”

the

It is in the face of such a record as this thal
these ¢“Democratic members of Congress™
now come forward and sappeal to the journaies
| of Congress and to the Congressional Globe™ to
i establish the deliberate aliegation that, during
the last session of the*Thirty-sixth Congress,
repealed eflorts at compromise were made,
scand at every stage all proposed amendments
inconsistent with the sectional doctrines of
the Chicage platform were strenously and
unantmously resisted and defeated by the Re-
pubdican party.”” Bat these foarteen Demo-
cratic members of Congress are met by other
evidence equally overwhelming. On the 1Tth
| of December, 1880, shortly after the election
i of Mr. Lincoln, and before Secession had taken
place, the Heuse of Representatives of the
United States adopted the tollowirg preamblo
and resolotion :

«« Whereas, the Constitution of the United
Statrs is the sopreme law of the land, and its
ready and 14ithinl obsérvance the duty of all
good and law-abiding citizens : Therelore,

¢ Resolved, That we deprecste the spirit of
disobedience te that Coastitution wherever
manifested, and that we earnestly recommend
the repeal of all statutes, including pursonal-
liberty bills, so-called, enacted by State Le-
gislatures, conflicting with, and In viclation
of that sscred instrument, and the lawsof
Congress made in purauance theceof.™

This resclutian, ecalling upon the States to
repeal their personal-liberty bills, was passed
by a unanimous vofe ; and the Stales, scting in
the same spirit, did proceed to reconsider
them, although they were skown {0 be totaily
incective ; and for ten years they bhad never
cansed the escape of a single lugitive slave.

And again, on the motion of ibe Hon. John
Sherman, of Ohio, at a later day,the foliowing
rusolution was pansed by the same body :

« Resolved, That peither Congress mor the
people or Governments of the non-slavehold-
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