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HISTORY OF EXCESSIVE WINTERS.
From Graham's Magazine, Jan. 1853,
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Lorse and foot passengers traveled over the
ice from Dengmatk to Lubec and Dantzie.

In 1320, the crops failed in Scotland ; and
such a f:m ne ensued that the poorer sort of
people were reduced to feed on grass, and ma-
ny of them perishied miserably in fhe fields.—
Yet in England, whekt was at this time sold so
low a# three shillings and fonrpence aquarter.

Tn 1344, it was clear fipst from November to
Marel, and all the riversin Italy were frozen
OvVor. i

In 1392, the vinerardsandgrchards were de-
stroyed by the frost,and the trees torn to pieces.

The vear 108 was one of the coldest win-
ters ever remembered. Not only the Danube
was frozen over, but the sea betwien Norway
and Denmark ;. so that wolves, &iven from
their forests, came over the ice into Juthma.
In France, the rincyards and g

degrgizeg’ both tl:e.‘.l‘_f_ gn_

forty days \\'imum interruption., All the riv-
ers in Germany frozen ; and the very
birds took shelter in the towns, The prico of
rose, in England, to twenty-soven shill-
ings a quarter, hut was reduced to five-shill-
ings in the following year.

In 1440, the Baltic was frozen, and both foot
and horse passengers crossed over the ice
from Denmarl and The Danube,
likewise, continned frozen two months ; and
the vineyards in Germany were destroyed.

In 1468, the winter was so "ch."'c in Fland-
ers, that the wine distributed to the soldiers
was cut in picces with hatchet=,

In 1544, the same thing happened again, the
wine being frozen into solid lumps.

In 1548, the cold and pro-
tracted. and Rostoek,
sledges drawn travellod

woro

wheaat

Sweden.

winter was very
Denmark

Liorses or oxen

Betweon
T
by

overthe ice.

In 1564, and again in 1565, the winter was
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Scheldt froze so lhard as fo support loaded

wagons for three menths.
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SNOW h tell did great In

winters of 1658, 1659 and 1660 were in-

tensely cold. The rivers in Italy bore heavy
carriages; and so much snow had not fallen at
Rome for soveral centuries, It was in 1658,

that Charles X. of Swed d the Little
Delt over the ice from IMolstein to Denmark,
with Lis whale asrmy. daal andd harse. followed
by the train of baggage and artillery. Dusvice
::-;_‘_:.,- yoars the price of grain was noearly doub-

led in England; stanco which contrib-

ien Crosse

a circum

uted, .'.'.-:-1'1.; other causes, o the Restoration.

In 1670, the frost was most intense in Eng
land & ui Penmark, both the Little and the
Great Belt being frozen.

In 1654, the winter was excessively cold.—

Forest {ices, and even the ocaks in England,
were spilt by the frost. Most of the hollies

were killed, Coaches drove along the Thames,

was covered with ice eleven inche
k. Almost all the bi rds pe srished.
Ili 1601, the cold was so excessive that the
famished wolves entered Vi nna, and attack-
ed the caltle,
Tne winter of 1695 was extremely
and protracted. The in Germany began
in October, and continued il April; and ma-
people w
The years 1697 and 1599 were
In England the price of wheat, w
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sovere
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Ir' 1700 oceurred that fumons winter, cailed
by distinction the cold winler. All the rivess
and I.-."--s were {rozen, and even the scas, to

the distence of several miles from the shore.
The frost is =aid to have penetrated three

ground, Birds and wild beasts
were strewed dead in the Helds, and men per-
ished by thousands in their houses, The more

tender shrubs and vegetables in England were

vards into the

kKilled;
fonr poundsa quarter. In the south of France,
the olive plantations were almost entirely de-
siroyed; have they yet recovered from that
fatal disaster. The Adriatic Sea was quite
frozen over, and even the coast of the Medi-
terrancan avout Genoa, and the citron and or-
ango groves suffered extremely in the finest
parts of Italy.

In 1716, the winter was very cold. On the
Thames booths were erected, and fairs held.
The printers and booksellers pursued their
professions upon its surface.

1726, the winter was so intense that people
traveled in sledges across the strait from Co-
penliagan to the province of Scania in Sweden.

In 1729, much injury was done by the frost,
which lasted from October till May. In Scot-
land, multitudes of cattle and shoep were bu-

and wheat rose in its price from two to

nor

in other parts of Europe were leitict.

The successive winters of 1731 and 1732
were likewise extremely cold.

The cold of 1740 was scarcely inferior to
that of 1709. The snow lay eight and ten
feet deep in Spain and Portugal. The Zuider
Zee was frozen over, and many thousand per-
sons walked or skated on it. At Leyden, the
thermometer fell 10 deg. below zero of Fah
renheit’s scale. All the lakes in England
froze ; and a whole ox was roasted on the

Thn.me

Many trees were killed by the frost;

ththoyuﬂ,

ried in the snow ; and many of the forest troes={-

ons were bemumbed- on ﬂ.ul:r nda a

and at Erora, in Portugal, people could hardly
creep out of their houscs for heaps of snow.

The winters during the five sueccessive years,
1745, 1746, 1747, 1748, and 1749, were all of
thenr very cold.

Ir 1754 and 1755, the winter was parlicul:u;—
Iy cold. At Paris, Falirenhert’s thermonicter
sapnk to the beginning of the -acale and in Eng-
land, the strongest ale, exposed to the airina
glass, was covered, in less than a quarter of an
hour, with ice an eighth of an inch thick.

The winters of 1766, 1767 and 1768, wera ve-
ry cold all over Enrope, In France, the ther-
mometer {ell 6 deg. below the zero of Fahren-
heit’s scale. The large rivers and the most co-
pions springs in many paris wera frozen. The
thermometer, Inid on the surface of the snow
at Glasgow, fell two degrees below zero.

In 1771 the snow lay very deep, and the
Elbe was frozen to the bottom.

In 1776 much snow fell, and the cold wasin-
The Danubeé bore ice five feel thick
below Vienna. Wine froze in the cellarsboth
in Framec and Holland. Many people were
frost-bitten; and vast muititudes both of the
feathereil and of the finny tribes perished.—
Yet the quantity of snow that lay upon the
ground had checked the penetration of ths
frost. Van Swinden found, Holland.
that the earth was congealed to the depth
A gar-
but

lense.

in

inches, on a spot of
had been
inches at another ar it
four inches of stnow.
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of twenty-one

den, which kept cleared,
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In 1789 the cold was excessive ; and again
in 1705, whea the republican armies of France

overran Holland.
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tlie winter was remarkabiy severe-

isilver was frozen hard at Mos-
winter of 1812 was beyoud all
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question, the most severe of the present cen-

CowW.

tury; amd was rendered memorable to all time
the the French army
ring its retreat from Russia.
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ABSTRACTS OF ANNUAL REPORTS.
Post Orrice DeranryMuxt.—The Report of
the P Gene 1wows a net increase
of 862 post cffices ng 0th

June, 185 ¢ whole number of offices at that

ost Master

e Year end idi

ng
yo—th
the 30th :\.-J\‘uhi"'ﬂ::‘,

date being 24,1410, and on

24 770, On the 30th of June

muil r

27T QR MNow
=i 1S mles.

last there were

mtes, at an estimated length of
The total annual transporta-
tion of mails was G67.491,160 miles, costing
Compared with the service of the
is an increase of 5,597,025
miles of transportation, or of about 5% per
8675,221 cost, or about 14 4-100

The incrcase by railroad service is

- (A0S0
P05 d

YR 09

5.834H.23838.

year previous, there
cent, and of
per cé

3,450,132 miles ;

snt.

by modes not specified, 3,-

370,177 miles—while the transportation by
coaches is less by 2,325628 miles, and by
stenmboat 1,385,656, This echange results

the reletting of contracis in many

inly from

of the Southern and Western States and Ter-
ritories. On the 30th of Jane last there were
in service 519 route apents at a compensation

of $285,170 65-100; 29 local agents at §19.-
3928 ; and 951 mail messengers at $100,471 65,
making a total of" $354,970 90 to be added to
the cost of transporiation. This makes the
total amount for the current year $5,524,980
increased to $6,-
000,000 by new service and routes. The cost
of foreign mail service, not included here, a-
mounts to $611,467. The Postmaster states
that on 3¢ April last, he conclud®d a contract
with Mr. James F. Joy, to convey the mails
from Cairo to New Orleans and back, daily, he
having full powers to negotiate such contract
on behalf of the Illinois Central Railroad, but
thongh the latter used every exertion to com-
ply with their engagement, they failed to do
so from the high price demanded of them by
the owners of the boafs on the line, and the
route was accordingly advertised for reletting.
The mnew distribution schemes have been

20, which will probably be

- - h “.q‘ =
u]cdurctlng !’orugn b:;lancez, amounted to ti,-i_
816,651 81, making a difference in favor ol'}

1855 of $518,519 10. The excess of expmdl-r
ture for 1855 over that of 1854, is $2,626,208
15. This excess is attributed partly to the in-y
crease in compensation to Postmasters-aind *
clerks ot office, and partly to the increase of | .
expenditures for transportation owingto,thp_‘
great extension of the railroad service. Tho
condition of the Department goes to show thd.-
e rates fixed by the act of 3d March, 18 .
will not enable the Depariment to g
self by its own resources.
Another cause of this excess|
is aitributed to the letters and dd
ried free of charge for membera o
and others, and to the immense
printed matler conveyed at
Postmaster General thinks that -
of iifty per cent. for advance pavmu.-'ﬂ.
napers, is wholly without justification. e © P
¢o recommends that pre-payment by st&u_\ _ i
be made compulsory on all kinds of matters Sy
The expenditure of the Department for 1856, ©
is estimated at $10,199,024, and the means @
available for the same year, $9,010.874, leav-
ing a deficiency of $1,188,151, 1o be provided
for.
Reference is again made to the fact that tho
Collins line of stcamers receives from the Go- -
vernment $858,000 for twenty-six trips, while
the British Government paid the Cunard lino’ :
$856.700 for fifty-twe trips. which, in the opin- 1
ion of the Postmaster-General, is ampl
cient. Measures have been receny
lay before the Mexican Governn o 3
on the sulject of a postal conve ¥ \ J
Report alludes at some length to fhe last Re- 7 :
port of the Postmaster General of Great Brit- =
ain, and concludes by deprecating tho denun-
ciation ¢f the Department for mistakes, care-
lessness, or neglect, instead of advising it o l:&
the wrong committed, and leaving it to pp e
the remedy. ¥
DepanTdEST OF THE INTERIOR . —MIF. HcCleI
land devotes a large space of his report loca
consideration of the Indian question. Hia
views are clearly expressed, and a number of
recommendations are submitted.

The Indian chicfs and warriors, addicted to s
drinking and gambling, are made the dupes of ;f

TYI-UISposed porsons. - The symm of grant-
ing llcoimes o tinlove sws T i :&

of all the evils of whieh cnurpm!nt is made.
It i3 necessary to abolish the cash system of
payments, and enable the Indian to obtainall
requires at cost price, if we mean to reme-
dy the trouble, or to civilize and enlighten tho
savage. A study of the bhistory of the Indi-
ans, in connection with the conduct of the™
whitles towards them, reveals the fact that In-
dian disturbances are often traceable to the in-
discretions and aggressions ef the white men.
Upon this peint the report enlarges. Never
before has the Indian been sulijjected to such
severe trials and hardships; the offences of
which he is guilty are too often palliated by
exireme want. All this impresses the neces-
sity of kindness and forbearance; and accor-
dingly the Secrctary suggests the propriety of
attempting to civilize and christianize the Red
Men. Ie alludes to the amount of good that
has been effected by missionary enterprisa,
and discovers in the Indian a susceptibility of
improvement and civilization, which renders
it a duty to persevere in all humane cloris to
preserve the race from extinction. In this
particular, Mr. McClelland and Col. Davis aro
of two minds. The statistles of fhiy report
cover much space. The principal figures are:
Acres of land sold last fiscal year, BT72047%
Amount received therefor, $2,558,018
Lands surveyed in 1855, acres, 15,315,283
Lands sold, 6,264,163
Land warrants issued, 87,058,412
Virginia military land warrants, ,-lﬁﬂm
Pensioners, u,
Pensions paid, Sl,ﬁﬁ&il’
Patents issued since Jan. 1, 1855, 1,500
Patent Oflice Building, $1,600.%
Expend. National Insane Hospital, o
Indian stock, now held, 3
Surplus fund of the Deplrhneut, ‘
The business of the General Land 0
greatly increased. The surveys w
vigorous!y prosecuted, anda largeq
land is ready to be brought into mis=*

the coming year, ‘__“ﬁ__;___..'
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completed, and each distributing office has
now alphabetical lists of all the counties In all.

the States, except California.
with the late act of Ceme+5% suftable meas-
oS hava deeic ﬂlopted to put in opetration |

sionew system of registering valuable letters, |
but it has not been sufficiently long in opera-
tion to be able to form a just estimate of the
suceess of the plan. The Postmaster has,
however, found abundaut proofs of. its' me?thI

ness, and of the nacmit;o{‘h:rinm ﬂ. m
\perfection. :

The expenditurcs of the Dép ﬂl
gross revenues derived from
and foreign,) are $6,612, m :

last fiscal ycar amount tom:mﬂlﬂ the |
=

. wuciTom oF Cnisa.— Boring,
”ﬁ?; to China, has made a report
tal statistics of Chinas, glvm.gunt
population of 400,000,000. Kia
| gest of the eighteen provineu,
tion ef over 37,000,000. - . g




