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We give a pluce to the following essay
#n compliance with the desire of the ve-
By pious gentleman who wrote it:  Bat
ength precludes the possibility
of pur publishing it in any other way thap
We could wish he
As it is, we wil
eduiinucit until it is gone through with.

Pad been less prolix.

Mr, Harirroy,

Sit—you was pleased ‘some time ago
%0, pub.ish a picce in your paper in. fayor
f dancing, in answer o some - obseryations
which you seen insnanuscrips, written . a-
gaiost that practice; or Which the writer of
the answer saw:i—butyou did rot publish
e piece lisclfs | Perhaps you will now
publish it, and so let both sides be heard.

Yours, &c. W. A.

¢ As the practice of dancing has become
wogkumiiiar, and professofs of religion scem
®o be deeply involved init; and it appear-
Jug llo Ty view, to be an immoral practice,
# X huye felt a desire that the subject should
1 “®o cxamined, in'order totry tihe nature of
at.—ii the praciice be vighr in the sightol

dy 1t ought to be encouraged by every
Curistian ; but on the other hand, if it is
wrong in itself, it ought to be suppiesséd
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the trampet. ~ (But'it appears to me from
e sequel of the account, that Michail,
8aul’s dangh did not relish this spiritu-
al kind of dancing ; perhaps she would
have been fonder of these modern, carnal
dancings— and it came to pass, as the
Ark of the covenant of the Lord came to
the city of David, that Michail the daugh:
ter of Saul, looking cutat a window. saw
Kumg David duncing and playing ; and she
despised him in her heart””) = And alse you
may se¢ in st Chron. 15th and "16th Chap
wheve it appears, they were eijoined to
sanctify themselves for sosolemuia teans-
action; asmoving the Ark of the Lovd.
which Moses had made, while in the wil-
derness, which sanctifying was propérly
done by prayer and fasting. Now do the
carnal dancers sanctilylthemselves by pray-
ing and fasting, previous to; meeting (o
gether, in'the  jovial dancing room ¢ No,
the inconsistency would be too glaving ;
so itis evident that the dancing of David
was of a different nature, and practiced
with different views from which the carnal,
flesh pleasing dancings ave ; I'or at that
time David introduced the beuutiln} Psalm
which follows, to praise the Lord for the
'great thiags he had done for Isracl.®* And
similar to David’s dance, was that of Mevi-
am, the Prophetess, together with the holy
women of Israel ; for they wentout with
Timbrits and danced,as you may see Zro-

iy

‘or discountenanced. Now in order to
ery his, it may be neediul (o examing into]

i
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st.ic end for which we were made; and I
suppyuse none will deiy that the main ‘de-
#i;i God had ix our creation, was hisown
gloly, and cur happiness.~-YVell, it this is
ediittedy then I conccive that all . our
, sioughts, words and actions should be such
Ly e wnd to his glory, by adoring, honUlfring
ud aud praising himn, both for what he isin
hisoself and dor what he lizs done for us,
and i all our conduct to aim at'it.  \Whe-
sher, thevelore, “yeieat ordrink, or whatso-
sbo‘u'cr ye do, doitali to the glory of God,”
i Cor. 10181, :
- Now when people of both sexes, meet
;._ngemer in the dancing room, 1f 4lhcyi
g ouid putthe question to their own hearts,
and to that all piercingeye of Gad in some
guch words as these s Lovd ! i am pow in
iy presence ;and am I now aiming at thy

glory, m thus daneing in. this house off

—can, I'say mowrning, or nust I say mirth
" and jollity 7 And rather, doth not my con-

science accuse’ e, as'tow by this practice,

8 ani saustylng the desires of flesh and of!
_ #he'carnal mind—and that if I knew this

sight sheuld be the last, I should be in this

'8 i

dus 15, 203 butin order to discern the na-
ture and views of Meriam’s dance read the
14th and 15th chapters, where we have an
account of the Lord displaying his mighty
pawer, in dividing the red sea,, for the Is-
raclites 1o pass over, as on dry land; and
then causing the waters to return again,
which drowned all the Egyptians, whoina
hostile manner pursned them.  Then sang
Moses and the children of Isracl this song
unto the Lord, &c. So that we see their
singing and. dancing 'was with ‘a wview to
praise the Lord for the giveat. and marvel-
ous=——yea, miracutous dativerance they had
just expericnced.—And then' ‘while dan-
cing, they were singing praise to the Lord,
“for be hath triumphed gloriously, the
horse and his rider hath he thrown into the
sea.” - Now docs these carnal dapeers sing
praise to.the Lord while they® are thus
spending their precious time,

And simiiar to  Davig’s, was-that dan-
cing, of the holy women of Israel, when
Suaul was king, and. . wher David.slew the
Philistine, Geliah, for we read in 15t Samu-
¢l 18th chapt, that the wbmen came out
with singing and dancing with Tabrets,

‘Aptobationary ‘world, Oh! how would I
ghtink from this evil practice—and vather!
I'ouid sot I beat the practice of prayer (al

uty expressly enjoined by the word of
4xod) that the Lord would bless me and

. prepare me for Heaven.  Now I think up-
guan impartial inspection, into our con-
ducs, i our conscience condemns us; it is
gur dutyto desist immediately, for it our

cart condemiis us, ¢ Godis greater than
yur hearty and kneweth all things,” Joan 3

Objection—~David danced, who was one
& the-best men thatlived, and also’ his son
polomon says;thereds «a time o dance,”
nd 1s not_these instances, warrant for us.
Reply~-I.donot think so, for set the case
¢ was so, that David’s dance, was in all
ospects, similar te those dances now prace
cedy it would not bea good reason or
bround, for usto deé s03 for we should ‘hot
nuke David, norany mere ‘man, a com-
lete 2ule, or i pattern to' walk by, seeing
at would léad us to defend murdery adil-
fery,@nd rash judgement, see 2d Sam, 19
Chafe. for David was guilty of all_ these
nings. , y .
:But I think David’s dance was very dif-
"Akrent from these modern ' dances——his be-
wig an act of religious worship, express-
ng thanks and praise to God for great fas
ours received, and evidently aiming at
his glory, as you may see in 24 Sam. Chap.
6. and it was told David, saying, the Lord
hath blessed the house of Obed Edom. ang
all that pertaineth to him, because of the
Ark of God—So David went and wrouglit
uvp the Ark of God, from the house of
@Pbed Edom. into the city of David, with
.;‘I'a'dn'ces; and it was soy that when they
that bore the Ark of the Lord, had gone
BiX paces; he sacrificed oxen and fatlings
f :‘\nd. Dayid danced before the Lord, with
# | allhis might;—and David was girded with
~ | alinpen Ephod. Se Bavid and all the
house of Israel brought up the A rk of the
&4, wih shouting abd with the souad of

.

*Michal not kinowing the real cause why
Dayid danced, in the manner he then did,
judge{l of bis conduct from what ghe knew
of to be the practice in Israel at that time.
She well knew that dancing was practiced
by ¢ vain fellows” only, in common and
ordinapy cases; and she judged  that, to
act like one of those, wasa shameful and
indecent thing in the king. ' It would have
been so had it been on an (')l'diﬁary occasi-
on’y whether 1t was justifiable as a religi-
ous cereinony, oi whether it was will-wor-
sbhipy Lshall not pretend (o decide: but
cerjain it 1s. that David intended to ¢ praisd
God in the dance.” . Will any ofthe dan-
gers, at this time, pretend to say -that they
intend.to ¢ praise God in the dance 7 In-
stead of this, if atiy one of the company
should attempt to praise-God during any
part of the frolic, woull he not-spoil tne
sport; aud after belig ridiculed, derided
dnd Iaughedat asa cracked brained fanatie,
wouyld most probably be turned out, so that
the mirgh might proceed !  Those, howe-
ver, whe_quote this case as an authority
for daneing should bring themselves within
the design of it.—They . should dance on-
ly with a view to ¢ praise God in the
dance,” and then the only question at issue
would be, whether this mode of worship
be warranted under the preseat dispeusa-
tion.ot the covenant of grace ! The ques
tion now for christians te ask their con-
sciences (for I speak as unto chrisiians) is,
do they act consistently with. their charac-
ter and profession, when they dance asthe
“ vain fellows” do? A christain in all his
actions eught either directly or indirectly,
toaim at the glory of God. Will any
christian dare to say that he goes to one
of our common dances to  glorify God—
Would he even dare to ask the bicssing oi
God upon what he does ? Ifany one would
attempt to do so, at  the = opening of the

ball; woeuld it not be deemed by the most

thoughtloss pressnt, a horrible profanasi-
Q<

with joy, and with instruments of music.—
And ‘with various ingtruments of music did
the people worship the Lord in those times

So that I coneeive the dancings above: re

cited, was of an holy nature,and that they
were aiming at the honour and. glory of
God.

And as to what Selomon says, that theve
is a time to dance ; I do agree that there is
atime to dance, a time to love and a time
to hatey and indeed there has been a long
ime gince Adam’s fivst existence, even
some thousand years; and thus there has
been time for every purpose, of both God
«nd man; for Cain to kill Abel, for David
o kitl Uriah, for . ‘Herod to kill Johii the
Japtist, yea and for the people to kil or
crucify the Lord Jesus. . So'we see-ithere
as been time enongh for all these things,
and shall we attemint to defend the prac.
tice of hating and killing one auother, be-
cause Solomon says there is a time for all
tacse purposcs.
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And further, we cannot suppose that
Solomon coutradicted himself by approv-
ing of such dancings as the custom now is;
for we read in his book called the Preach-
ery chap. 7. it is better to go to the housc
of'mourhing than to the i ouse of feasting ;
and that the heart of the wise are in th
house of mourning, but the heart of fools
i in-the house of mirth, such as ihese dan-
cings are. And James coincides with
him, for he enjoins people, in his fourth
chaptery to be affiicted, and mourn and
weep; let your laughter be turned to
mourning and your joy to heaviness; and is
any meiry lethim sing Psalms.

But on the other hand, I suppose the
dancing, sunilar to thesemodern dancings,
we may sce an account of in the 6tn chap.
of Matk, when and where king Herod made
a supper to his Lord’s high Captains, and
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fawiubwife’s daughter danced, so as to
please and elate himj he ‘would murder
John the Baptisy, to please and avenge
her and her moth There we sce some
of the fruits of itreligious - dancing.
appears plain that there is no seript:
thority for the kind of dancing now |
iced. And itmay be a question, whether
itisnot in a measurs, a transgression of
the seventh commandment, at least in a re-
mote senseyfor when bothi sexés are blend-
ed together in the 'dancing floor, ‘it is
question whether they are so cautious and
guarded aganst & breachiof. their chastity,
as Jos'ph was when tempted, Gen, 31,12

And I have thought it dnconsistent o sce
or hear of some respectable, and I would
hope chaste ladies; get up and boldly face
a mau, 1 the position practiced 1a dancing.
in the preseace of the: Great Being who
made them, and a number of spectators, in
the house of mirth and jolitty, Such as
was Hervod’s bivth day dancing; and then
inafew days after, approacit the holy ta-
bie,or gommunioa of the Lord, = There it
appears to be such 2 c(mli‘ariely betwden
the two places and actions, that L do rot
think Herod, would have done both these
things, for { suppose he would rather hayé
kilied both John and his Lord and master,
than to approach to bis boly table ; even if
the ordinance had. then. been instituted

And I think those who partake of thit “ho

ly ordinance, und precious privaledgs,
ought to renounce the dancing practice,
lest they in some sense «crucily the Lord
afresh,” and wound their own conscicnce:
The christian, bent of heart, cugnt notto
be, how far may I go, or venture on deubt-
ful things, and yet escape Hell and gotto
Heaven, (like, Naaman, the Syrias, when
he got his body clean of tire leprosy, siy-
ing to the prophet Elisha, in thisthe Lovd
pardon thy servant, when T bow down my:
self, in the house of Rimmon, 24 Kings %
i8,) but their pursuits and desires should
be like Davids. Lord shew mé thy conp:
mandments, and give me an heart to do
them—Oh ! that my ways'wére directed
to keep thy statutes. Thy- word Hivel
bidin my heart, that [ might not sin against

e
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behold wondrous things cut of thy 1
Make me (o go inthe  paths of thy com
mandments, for therein do I delioip—!
Turn away mine eyes from beholding vani |
ty, aud guickes oié in thy way—I wil
delight myself in thy commandmen
which I have loved—TI hate vain thotghts;
but thy law do I love, Psaim 119,

Now I should think if these were the
exercises of our minds, that the dancing
room would not be pleasant” to ugs sbut 2
very disagreasble ostertainment ; ang whe-

chiet estates of Galilee, and ‘when his wan-i;

thee—Open thou mine eyes, that | may {of't

AWt

s | Femaie to

ther we wouid not abstain from i, as the
scriptures enjoins christians to abstain from
all appearance of evil:) © I doubt not-but
there has bee i stiil is, a considerable
cambating, or conflict, in the minds of ma-
ny young people about the praciice of dana
cing, -stch as the richesty ‘the "
creditable, pobite and fashiorable ® young
people, yea old people, nay full members
of the church do atiend the dancings--and
if I abstain from it, I will be Josked wpon,
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and treated with contempt'; and as one
chat knows nothing in (he verld, I will

not acquire taose polite and fushionable
salutations, and genteel addresses ;3 which
the world abounds with.  And yet there is
something within, as a el which ‘agi-
tates my mind, so thatiam halting Letween
two opinions; indecd 1 Know net whar®to
do, To such T would say, “quench pog
the spuity my spirvit shall not always strive:
with man, and grieve not the ho it of
God; turn ye at my reproot’; behold 1 wifl
pour out my gpivit unto yous 1 will igedie
known my Wwords uito you? Deware of
refusing, disrcgarding agd:x«'ev ir aught
his counsul and reproof; iest the following
awful threatnings, be repliZédion you.  « 1
will laugh at your calamityy®I¥will mock
where your icur comyeth ;  when your feap
cometh as disclation, and your destruction
cometh as a whirlyind, when distress and
anguish cometh upen you.”  Then you
may call and he will net answer, you niay
seck him early but you shall vot find him,
—and why all this 2. becavse you woi lis-
ten, now they would bave none of my
counsel, they despiscd my reproof. Thicte-
fore shall they eat of the truit of their own’

lv a7
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way, and be filled with their own deviots,”
—but wihoso harkeneth wunto me, siall

dweil safely, and shail
of evil, Provi 1 chap.
And besides, shortly, the irvesistable
essenger, Doath, will arvest you 5 and go
youmust. And if your uffections gre fasts
cned on the dancing, and such practicés g
how awlal will the cogitations of your mind -
be. But perhaps you wall'say, tiesé éba
¢ tions and advices ought 1o ‘inflnence
and check old people, whose natural ¥ie
goury and strength of biddy, is deciining’so
tsat they have lost their rélish' for such
gaicty and levity ; and =o' ‘ate expecting
storiy to die.  And besides they havefiad
their time ot pieasure, yhen they were
young jand they ought t6 dHow 'thé pie=
sent youry people the same priviledgdes
they enjoyed theraseives I admit'the pee
marks appears plusible (e corrapt nature ¢
but as the pracuce ot these modern’ dane
cings, are no where sanctioned 1n the hnly
sgriptures, by either precent or ox;-n;;)!.;';.
as Libipk  bas been sheww above 3 i is
destittite of any force. © And thit altho*eld
people hiave had their time of carnal pleaa
sure; it is sd6 much the 'worse foir them, and
tor which they have'cauge to rionri, when
thoy reflect on Such pest coudacty Ang
therefore, ought to warn and cdution youhg

ic like, lest woé and bitters
nesy be the’ ehid théreof. 3
And besides, the young. know 16t that
they will be spared to grow old, for thdre
18 cofnparatively few t do. Thereitre
they ought to « remember theip creator gy
the ‘days of their’ youth, wiile the evil
days come not, northe years “draw nigh,
when thou shalt say; I have ‘no plcustjro
inthem,” Ecis. 1% . :
¢« Wherelore comelout from among {1 v
and be' ye scperate saith ‘the Lovd; 4nd
tuchnot the unclean thing, ‘and 1 wilwe.
ceive you-—and will be a father unto youg &
and yeshall be' my sons and danghters,
saith the Lovd Almighty,” 2 Cor. 6,417,
Tle Apostle Paul "appears to have cited
this "promis from  the Prophets Isaiak **
and Jeremiah, and seerhs to have esteems
€d them Very highly, and therefore tooly

be quiet from fear
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occasion to exhort the Corrinthian church,
mclading himself, to® cléanse themselves,

from ‘ all fie
preds on -
therefor

ly and carnzl evils; and te
for more holiness. ¢ Having
e these promises dearly belovcd,
canse ourseives from all fiithiness
b and spivit, perfecting in beliness
¢ féar of God” But how can you
expect 1o cléanse ‘yourselves from ail fle
i while youqare,
ing yourself into the flth,
ous dances of Maieiand

But perhaps you'will
tdo e mean by those werds,

Rl
as it were

113 those prom

1

terms are derived froma the variow: we 3l
1ngs, that we read of in the M. saickwBise
pensation. But I thiok the Aposme Paul

Gives us the planest deﬁnitiw & thedy

P

)

I uncieanness,—Ans: perhaps the 2




