FROM THE ¥ ATIONAL/RE

FOREIGN BIOGRAPHY.

] send you some sketches of the fa
voutites of Catharine the 2d, transiated
€on 2 French work intitled « Menwoirs
Senrets sur La Rusgeie,” They will no
doifby, be interosting'to the reader, ascv:
ery | thing must be sp, connected with thal
cxiraordinary woman, who wielded with so
muvh skill the destinics of 3o wvastan
empite.

1. SERGEUS SOLTYKOW,

Was the first lover of Catharine. I
€3 said alsorhat he had her first favours:
while Grand Dachess because Peter the 3d
Joboired under a physical inability.  He
1< considered in Russsia 25 the true faih-
wr of Paul. Soltykow betame indiscreet.
mnd was banished the coart vy Biigabeth
3o Tled in exile.

% STANISLAUS PONIATOWSKY,

Bo-n coused she fist to be forgotten

eaitant, and spusted: -
‘e ;’t"‘?‘?:“;',,,_..._;rr.;#x;xs o e Sy WD TSN
snade him happy. Petre seldom troubled
theri, tho’ he was a little jira«Ous, and he
prefered his pipe, his bottle, his soldiers,
and his misiress to his amiable wife.  Cati-
arvine, when she became Empress, made
him king of Poland. His disastrous 1eizn
Proved ihat when love gives a crown it is
&s blind a8 fayour in distriduting credic aud
employments.  Stanislaus was the most
&miadle of men,. and most indifierent of
- Rings. It haday Jeast when the tron

lcs  commenced . in Poland, abdicaged a

hich be dishonoured; he. wounld
ited some interest ; bug he pro-

d only contemps. Of all the favorites

of Catharine, Stanislaus was the only one
she seemed desitous to humliate, after
Faistag’ She was indulgent io love, but
implacable in politics; because pride was
hier ruling passion=~and love was always

pestered by the empress

3. GREGORY ORLOW, ;
Yipose. {avour Was so long and se bril-
liand aud whose history is so assentially
coceted with that of Catharine seemed
to portzke with her the throne on which
fie had placed her. Heunited all the pow-
ersand sl the honours which were after-
aseh to decorate Poremkin znd sur-
ubow. “Although hé was younsy
and robust his brother Adexis, of an Her-
an sirengeh and the form of Gahah,
zssociated with higt in his “peculiar fone-
tions, near the insatiable  Caibarine, then
n all the ‘viftour-of  age. She had by
ry af ayowed son whose name was
iele ' Gregorewitach  Bobrinsky, whom
cavsed to be elevated to the' corps
of oAdets, and of whom admiral Ribas
then principal of the corpswas the gover-
sior Two beauriful maids of honour Pro-|
iasow; the fivst feme-de-chambre raised as
her nieces: passed for the children of Cath-
arinc and Orlow. It was for this cele-
brated favourite that she caused to  be
erccted the gloomy palace of marble.|
whcre she had the ‘mprudence to have en-
graved this inseription; ¢ By grearful
triendship.” The Chatcau of Gatschina
i5 stiil a monnment of prince Orlow. 12
years of enjoyment, and the pride of this
Jover finaly fixed his sovereign firmly
on the throne: and aifter a long opposiiion
Potemkin suceeeded. © The teiumph of lis
rival and the /inconstancy -of catharine;
whom “he hanghtily called ing had
such an efect on him that he finally lost
1 2lth “and  reason.  The proud,
rful, the brilliant Orlow, died i
a state of howmible madness, besmmearing
his visage swith excrements; which he
norished as ansther Bzekiel
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Ha came one day beldly to seize for hime
seMf the apartment of his predecessor, aud
attested his, ‘victory by rendering hi
selt thus master of the field of battle; which
Fzd been so long disputed, His passion
bis bardiheod and hig colossal form, had
charmed Catharine. He was the only one
ot her favorites who dared to become @
Jover, aad to spare her thoss advances
which The was always oblidged to maks
He appeared even truly and romaaticaily
: k2 addered at first thig goy-
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That which distinguishes
fromm all his coleagues is, that 1n lossing the
heatt of the empress he never lost her oon-
fidence; when ambition had occupied the
nlace of love he still preserved his credit;
and it was he who gave new lovers to his
All the favorites who succeed-

mistress.

cd him where subordinates.

prisoner,
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He obtaincd the
was erected for him into a species of
sovereignty—a solitary example in Russia.
He lived there a3 a prince holding a cour:
If he was enrich
ed by the spoils of the state, he gencrous
ly rendered it back a part.
it Scliklow a corps  of cadets, where he
caused to

and receiy
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tVas the 7th lover on whom the incon-
stant Catharine cast her eye.
only stranger whem she ha
her favorie during her reign.
1 Serviar, and had escaped trom the bagne
of constantinople, where he had been a
He appeared for the first time
ih the habbit of a husserat court ; his bean-
ty was extraprdinary: the old women stil}
speak of him a8 9n Adonis.
ever, a mind sufficiently ¢ultivated to
ivate that éi Catharine: she sent him
off at the end ofa year, covered witl Fiches
city of Schklow, which !
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In spite of his ‘occu-
pations, the amusements spectacies and
pleasures which he enjoyed, he wes qis-
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been ¢réated’ for
emed
each othar when they ceased to be amors
and politcs and awmbition chained them
romether  when love ceased to eperate,
Ho created, or destroyed, or embroilet
every thing; but he vivified all. - When
absent, they spokeé not but of him ;w
present it was him alone whoem the saw.
The great who hated him, and who éajoy-
character
with the army, seemed at his appearance
o sinl into the earth, and to be anninil-
ated before him. The princede Ligine,
who wrote him seme flatteries; said, that
Lere were some gigantic, some romanti
nd some barbarous traits in his charac.
ter: andit was true.
1 immtense  void in the empire ;and this
dcath was as  extraordipary as his lie.
almost a year in Peters-
ouigy delivering himself up to all sorts
i pleagnre and debautheries, forgedting
his. plo, and displayiag i s o :
Js credit with an insulting fastidicusnesss
H: reccived the grandees of the empire
as his valset, and scarcely deighed to per-
cdive tbe litle Peul,and passed sometimes
inio the appartments of Cathatine with
naked legs, dishevelled hairy and in a ¥obe
de chamber. The oid Repuin proffited
by his absence from the army, to beat
‘he Turks and compe! them to sue for
peace ; and -perform move in (we months
than Potemkin had done
He who wished still to drg on the war,
awoke at this news,and departed: but he car
ried death in his blood. He arvived at Jas-
sy, which bad been a long time his head
quarters, or rather his capital and his court;
he is gloomy, melancholy, devoured by in-
guietude, and impatient of his malady.
He endavoured to contend with it; and to
conquer it by temperament of iron. He
laughed at his physicians, & norished him-
sclf with salt meat and raw turnips:
discases triugaphing,
transtorted “to. Otschakow, his dear con-
quest ; but scarcely had he proceeded many
versts, when the zir of his carriage seemed
to suffocate him.  They spread  his mantle
on the edge of thte road, on which he laid,
and expired in the arms of his niece,
Biauitska, who accompanied himg.  Catha-
rins, upon the news of his death fainted
three times; she could not be bled; and they
supposed her dying; she displayed nearly
the same grict upon the death of Lanskoi<
But it was not merely a lover she lost; it
was a friend whose genius was indentified
in hers ; whom she vegarded as the pillar
of her throne and the executor of her vast
designs. Catharine seated upun a usurped
throne, hated by her son, was a woman,
and timed; she was accustomed to sec
‘in Potemkin a protector,
wune and glory were closely linked to her’s:
she seemed to think berself a stranger;
she began to fear her son; and it was then
she rested on her litue grandson, Alexan-
der, who was just out of his infancy, and be-
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, EpRlity.  kie solicited
frany yeansy 1o vain, the permissionto
near at Petersburg; but Catharine wenld
not grant it. Paul, however, aleerwards
caljed him to court.
8. XORSAKAW,

A species of Rustn periz-maitre, elevated
from the holy goard of the palace, (where
he pertarmed the dduty of a scrgant; and
where Catharine observed him) to the bed
of his sovereign. He was ungrateful and
faitiilegs. Catharine swrprised him herself,
on her own bed, holding in his arms the
beautiful countess Bruce, her maid of hon-
otr, and her confidant. Amazed she res
tired, and would not again see either her
lovet or her friend.=-She took on him no
other vengeance.

9. LANSKOI

An officer of the chevalier guards, had
already became rem@kable. e was ve-
ry soon the most favoured lover, and ap-
peascd the most wor thy-of being so. e
was beaptiful, distingnishid for swesel
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ang gracey pdover of the arty, a friend to
talenrs, humane and beneficient. every bo-
dy seemed to partake, in his favour, the
predilecation of the sovereign. He hod per-
haps acquired, by the qualities of his mind,
as much credity as those of his heait pro~
cured Lim pattisans.  Poterakin feared
him, and, it s said, poisoned him. He
died in a vioient fit of the cholic. Catharine
lavished on him in vain, her most tender
assiduity; her lips received his last sigh.

he shut herseif up many doys; which she

asscd in  dispeiv.  She.accused the jus-
uce of heaven; wished to die; ceased to
torcizn 21 d swore to love no mmore. - She
loved Loanskoi truly: her grief excited
fier indignation ug'ximt the p%.yqician, who
was wnable to save him; he was cbliged
to throw hims:If at the feet of his sovereign

A widow decent and afilicted,
she bore the logs of her lover; and 2 new
Arternisz, she-zrevted forbun a superb
L ausoteusinear T zaskue Celo” She suf:
fered more than a year to pass before she

of his art.

Ephests, she gaye him an unworthy suc-
cessor; and this was.
10. YERMOLO W,

The least amiable and the least clegant

consoled her at last for the beautiful, the
tender  Lanskoi. He however, displeased
Potemkin, before he ceased to please
Catharine ; and the haughty favourite de-
mand and obtained the dismissal of the
lover, who had not been two ycars In the
performance of the dutics.

11, MOMONOW,

a perfect face, but was badly proportioned.
He became enamoured of the young prioe
cess Scherbatowy and bad the courage
to avow’ it, ahd requested permission to
espouse her. - Catharine was sufficiently
generous and - haughty to  grant him
his request, without reproaching him
She married bim at her court with her
maid of honout, and sent them to” Moscow
leaded with riches.
12. ZOUBOW

Was not yet 25 years old, Catharine
more than 60. She finished by treating
him‘as much like her son as her lover;
she occupied hersell with his education;
and she attached herself more and more
to her work, which became her idol.
However her loose desires were not yet
extinguished; and all at once slhc rcncufcd
the orgics which she had celebrated with
the brothers, Orloff, Valerin, one of the
brothers of Zoubow, more young and
sore robust than him, 2nd the vigo-
rous Peter Soltikow, their friend, were
associated ' together in order to relieve
cach other ina carger so difficult to be
sccomplished.® Tt ‘fvas with thesc three
voung libertines that Catharine, the old
Catharine, passed ber days—while her
armies beat the Turks. -cut the throats
lof the Swedes, and devastated the anfor-
tunote Polanders; and while her peopic cri
ed out with misery and famise, and werc
devoured by eruel exactors pitiless tyrants,

This was the Iast of Catharine’s favour-
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{Gregory Orloff,

and ask her forgiviness for the impotence|

replaced him; but like another. matron of

of all those whoin she had chosen; wl:ol

Who had disputed her favor with him, |
suceeeded. Momonow was amiable and had;

She died ‘suddenlyin a sbort timelar

&

N, in Bellefonte, Pennsylvama.
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Vissensky, tvo months in favous
Vassijetschicoff 22 inonths in
favour in money jewels, plate,
presents and pension, 1,10C,000
Prince Potemskin, in the two first
years, 9,000,008
He had besides several large estates
in Poland and  Russia.
One of his book cases ‘was full of
gold diamonds, and bills of
exchange estimated at
Zoritch, in one year, besides ge-
veral badges ot distinction,
Korgakof, in 16 months, it ‘mo=
DeYs jcwcis, .
Lanskol,
Yermaloff; in 16 months,
Momonoff, in 26 months,
Zubot, besides the title of
Prince, and several other hon-
orary rewards, 2,700,000
The expenditure of gach favorite which
Cathariie defrayed wap estisnated 2t 1,250y
0G0 rublas per annivn, W oy

* A ruble is valued at 4s. sterling.

41,000800
1,380,000

920,000
3.260.000
550,000
880,000

From the National Intelligencer, @ct. 17,

We have published to-day an accoimt
of the public meeting at New Orleans, ved-
pecting the late attack on the Firebrand by
/a Spanish' squadron.
i, It would be uncandid, if not unjust, A\,
‘to omit stating, at the same time. we pub-
lish these proceedings, that we have Pris
vate information from New Orleans, that
!there were circumstances attending this
{transaction, which serve o palliate itsap-
Iparent atirosity The information we have

Yoan

treceived we should not pretend fo oppose

110 official information ; but b has the sanpoe
ition of a name, and appears tous to Tequirg
'z suspension of opinion until more. full ine
\formation is received. The particulap
tacts stated tous by our correspondent we
should lay before onr readers, if we could
{do so with propricty before we recelve cop*

! firmation of them.

Abstractedly viewed, the attack on thg

{ Firebrand, if she was known to be an He

'Statcs vessel, wasa most wanton ouirage,

‘suchas the Spanish government would not

|in common prudcnce avow or authorize,

isince it is in the power of the U. States at

a word to strike to the vitals of Spainin her
colonies.  Itis therefore probable the at-
tack, base and dastardiy as it is represent-

led to have been, will be instantly disavowe

ed by the Spanish governmant, and its ap-

thors punished, or delivered up to usfor

punishment—an atoncment, the demand
of which will prevent war. In the much,
more attrocious case of the Chesapeake,

aggravated by every cincumstance of cold

bleoded malice, this course pointed out by

the laws of nations, and by the rule of reas

son, was pursucd,

But if there are circumstances not gen-
erally understood in this ease; for instance,
if the Firebrand was many lecagues west-
ward of New Oileans, on the Spanish
coast; if she was in company with a vee-
cel loaded with munitions of war from
New Orleans, destined for a Mcxican reva
olutionery province; if one of the most eme«
inent bamisters .of Neworlcans  was on
board the vessci (the General Jackson)
thus in company with the Firebrand as
a Supercargo; if the character of cur ar-
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med schooner was in that situaticn to'te
mistaken, notwithstanding her colours, for
a Caithagenian or other republican arm-
vegzel ; if there be any

thiese & otlier circumstances, of which e’

foundaticn for

er aszsured, the case 13 certainly
pei‘piexi!y.

c

Jtered; and is involved in som
s7hich it requires time and evidence to disa
entangle.
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