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A terrible notion, very ; hnf Aonobserve, the proposition w? stated tithwas, that war, by its very nature, is terrible. People who canDot look terror in Ithe face.-, should not make war. Let this Ibe consolation to the troubled miuds ofconsiderate!
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ng iU H<Jnid fire way olr !selves. Some years ago our war author-ities purchased of Mr. Martin the secretof a shell filled with molten iron."formerly red hot Bhot were fired fromcannon when a charge of hot iron might 1have been thought desirable, but the ideaoccurred to Mr. Martin that a charge ofmolten lead would be more efficacfonslaking a large iron shell, he loams itinternally, and falling the shell with liquid,r,°" lro” a fornace, the portion of metalat the filling aperture solidifies and actsas a stopper to the rest. The projectile
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ellß (BhaP° el exoePted,which holds bullets mingled with pow-der) is powder alone ; the French, Lw-ever charge their bomba and large navalshells with a mixture of powder and Va-lenciennes fire, the latter a villainouscompound, which melts lava-like, andfloats about, setting Are to combustibles itmeets with and envolving noxiousfumes. One has heard, too, of •bouletsasphyxiants,’ otherwise shells chargedwith poison, devised by our neigh bora-ungentle, very ; but then-once more torepeat—war itself is ungentle.‘•With all these precedents’ to quote noGeneral, as times go, should incur a!extraordinary reprobation for nsiug Greekfire (could he only get it) under circamstances and on occasions admitted to be

P, *’"• f e j° not stop to inquire whetherlhe bombardment of Charleston belongsca egory of proper occasions, that!being a matter foreign to the topic we areengaged m discussing ; the question is,whether people should look horrified, andsniver at the very mention of Greek fire'it is not very probable, ae we said’that Gen. Gillmore did use Greek fire forinasmuch as nobody knows the eomp’oai-uon of that celebrated war material, itfollows that nobobv ean manufacture itexcept oy what riflemen call a flake, orchance hit. Authorities are mostly ofopinion that the material was a mixtnriot oil, or rather of naptha,. minglXrithsnlphnr and roam : if so, and if GiliJl™used Greek fire, tie recent discednaptha, or mineral oil springs in Nort°hAmerica, may have been ordainedother manifest destinies) tn nnoii
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