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FORTRESS MONROE, March 9th.—ThAlong expected. rebel steamer_ Merrimachas at Mast made her appearance, and yes;lords', afternoon, with the assistance oftwo gunboats Which crude oat with iirfroni Norfolk, and the AmestOwn ,atidYorktown, which camedown fray:L.4l4James
News an attack upon Newtport News and the naval vessels Stelheedat that plaoe. The M-errinvto was hestseen from the rauttleirta of 14ortre:s" *tn,ro% on her tray to Newport News, atabout a quarter before one o'clock. Therebel gunboats fttilowed her.

At her bows, on the water line, weretwo sharp iron points resembling plonks,about six or seven feet apart. Her muneber of guns is stfitei At ft.weive; , butabemight not have had' lie rdinyl , At her'hoist ivr6 gittnifiveie 'igen projecting from
her eliptioal port holea.l .The deiign ofUm enemy didtilt becomeapparent until betweenone and two o'clock,and by thaw time ihet litittlieeotitfitatiiot'inder way Air the Stens) of Sodom -

The fret shot war fired from the frigateCumberland. aLst)lttle plat AIrA/Nock. —..Theßritilidlil POiht bitttery I,hcat openoduponAhp Minnow% yrtiich aNiisting,andiu*Halsyer garret the Rip pg. repplied with a tew shots at Sewall's oink.A thi smoke was soon a to tinseab.t.tN. i 4ki ~, testingtit •eba • • ofAiii.a ... , .. %.

IN
e details iil2.:the ectior eouTcrnot beseen from the Fort, but a to dia►patch was received announcing that theCumberland and Mertimso were In closequarters. As be teller approached theCumberland, she did not pay .any atteri'rArtn to )he *rig;rels, but after firing two'PM strno#:•blt, Oka Otuaberland)-witit•

her sharp bows, making a jagged bole inher side at the water line, seven feet inextent.
The Cumberland immediately oommenaced tosink, when the Merrimac, backinga short distance, ran into her a secondtime, making another terrible. hole, Whilst*admitted water at a furious rate.
She continued firing until the water beagun to enter her port holes, and soon aftershe careened over slowly, and finally sunkat about'three o'clock.
The Newport News battery [nd'gantoithe Cumberland fired continuously on theMerrimarki isdir hotripparent effect Wall pro•duced. The Minnesota, untortunately,gotaground on the way up, and could offertut little assistance.
Shortly before three o'olook the James'stown and Yorktown arriteci tiom up theJames river. The latterwas disabled earlyin the afternoon by theCkunberlarol, andput into shore for repairs.
After sit king the Cumberland, the Mer,

rimao turned hq,ki.tantism,toittifkcongregs,and id less than an hour 4erwafdstAilteflag lt,aeiltlited On bowl ttniTne.,Pcuafttglerete ganboaks..imathaisitely
went alongside of her. en&the •oilloeniand =trines having beliire.afxhicinell,the seamen were alociel escape to thshore.

The 118 frigate St. Lawrence arrivhereduring -the afternoon end withOPdropping'Anchor proceeded up the rimer.She followed the example of the littinneiaota and the Roanoke in firing uponA,Seiwell's P,plat, but, like theita, her ct felshort.
The gunboat Myetiq, yes also 'towed opin the afterntion. At sundown the BOilleoke, St. Lawrence and Mystic 411 refturned..

' After four o'clook the .Merriman. continned to throw shell intoit: eixn).°NewporkNeWeNI,While the foitg_tie other Oogfederatfi giu4boa ommen
sp

tiring upon the.-Mhanssota. The latter replied as vi_goroualy vfifilffe, and thconflict waitiontop44lll4lned any appsrent effect Auttil dark ,

Duringnthe *toning' the . Mngress wBet_4o,P,A.Tal t14,044.0 4 STAtfalif,ApectacipAt midnighe she wee blown. op wittf4atremendoneimploilen: "

, Poring itte•evoningtheialitanor=very opportunelyv and at once pronew river, although hot trepan# tO)113110/ 1,, 4.,ae,Aer *f,
Daring. theanight only u occasionalwas tredy9

Itrel4.llsefghrolibrr ile 2l 4444vetadoni.'kiiOoßcir lieria, immune ,waa
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side once or twice and seemed 'Limos
rim each; other dcwil, but they sbonfreappared.

The IrAgtopt aattsitrisjprpeded Snellin forcing lafge hele-Tn the port aide o
tho Merrimac, and With then *OW Otonffederate fleet she retired to 2(07.(0/11. i ,

At about one o'clock they 14.,,goobqatOregon was struck by the-NettMed% MybAleirviteleittak bkiwzittip this morning.Pital3:',4ltVfitboat Zauave WAR a *kiwi°ugly damaged, and weifyggired,i4re nprincipaLlosaol. tile, aosa.ony
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