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the indiscriminate massacres of a senile
insurrection have been spared us, as addl.
lion to the horrors of a civil we; is doe, it
would newrether :to that Mutat of,re-
vet:greed blood-thirstiness which chino-
terises this race, then to the lack either of
courage or of any other quality thatmakes
thihardy oombetant; for these the negro
appears, so far. as we have tried-him in
civthsed witfare, to possess. And in snob
warfare is itfitting that the African race
seek its own social salvation. The negro
must fight for emancipation if he is in be
autimelpeled.

If, then, emancipation. be the price of
'national unity and of ptsce, and if a peo-
ple, to be emancipated, must ,draw the
sword in their own (muse, then is the fu-
ture welfareof the white 11160 in our coun-
try indissolubly connected with en sot of
justice, on, our pert, toward people -of
another race; then is tt the sole .00adition
under which' We may expeet—and, if his.
tory spat truth, the sole condition tinder
which we shell attain—domesue tramp

The Commissioners appointed by the
Government to inquire into and report
upon the condition ot,the Freedmen,whom.
the War and the President's Proolamed=

_-,
,

have delivired-itmiti'the house a bondage,.
_ ...

have so far completed their labors, that
theyhay. made avaluable end“leeply in-
teteetAng Preliminary Ripper{ on the sub-
ject, which has just been published. Its
length prevents us from transferring the
whole ofit into our columns; but the sum-
mery,and conclusion we give, aspresenting
the results and alit of. the. Investigation
more I-tali-set forth-lia thedoeument:

The problem, in thesolution of oh the
Commissionhas been Milled to aid, is of a
mixed cherraimee. Together with obvious
and imperative considerations of humanity,

I it theelits'great • questions of : Christian
egettie .uou and or statesmanship. But_

[ wrist urgent at the present moment are its
relations with the national struggle in
which we are engaged, and with the blue
Of that struggle for good orsell.

Progoeing berealter to embody In aware
maturely considered report the more cow
plea -and -difficult inquiries of-,a genera
coaraoter above euggteted, the Commission
dismiss levee for the present with a single
brief remark.

The observations of the Commission In
the sections of mummy visited hy:them, to-
gether-- with- the evidence obtained from

i those hating most experienos among freed
men, justify the conclusion that the African
race, as found among us, lacks noessential
aptitude for eivalisatiou. In n general
way; the negro yields willingly to its re-
strain w, and enters upon its duties, not
with alacrity only, but with evident pride
and increase of self-respect. His personal
rights ass freedmanonce recognised in law
and assured in practice, there is little

I reasecohadocibt that be will become a use.
tut member of the great industrial family
of nations. Once released tram the disa-
bilities of bondage, be will somewhere find,
and will maintain, his own appropriate
imolai position.

The Commission revert to the question
in itttrelation to the existing insurrection.
Its }mportanor, in that connection, can
hardiy se over•eatimated. if the slaves •of

1 the Sooth are loyal to .the Onion, the
North Will have but itself to blame if the.
nixie__ not ,speedily and - triumphantly
closed.) Scarcely anyother question, there-
fore, is more intimately connected with
the suture destiny, prosperous or decadent,
of this nation.

But in point of fact, it admits of no res.
sonable drubt that the southern slaves; as
a body, do desire release from bondage,
fromforced and oftenexcessive labor, from
arbitrary and often inhuman puoishment.
Their masters have sought to inspire them
witha "'dread of 'linnet*. Abandoning ;"

but whiliPdonhttess assenting, as the habit
of the slave is, to these denunciations of
northern emancipationists, all facts prove
that these men, as a general role, see
through the flimsy pretence, and are wil-
ling to risk severe panishinent„Sometimes
death itself, whenever they have good
reason to hope that, in deserting theirmas-
ters, they will find in us just and sincere
friends, able and willing to put them in a
condition in which they mayenjoy there-
sults of their own labor. '

.But we, by our policy towards these pee-
ple may encourage, or we may discourage,
that hope. The point on which they are
peculiarly sensitive, and chiefly need ae-
surance,te as to the absolute and Irmo-
cable certainty of their. freedom. We can-
not expect this untutored race to under-
stand the abstract proposition, that a great
nation, after having solemnly declared,
through its Chief Magistrate, that three
millions of its inhabitants shall be forever
free, cannot, without utter degradation in
the eyes of the civilised word, repudiate
that declaration and resonsign these mil-
lions to slavery. They must have more
tangible proof of therialiiy and unchaste*•
ble character of their emancipation. They
must feel themselves treated as freemen, I
before they can folly realise the feet that. 1
they are and will foreverremain such.

We, by our misconduct, may gin color
and fora to the misrepresetitauon ofslave
holders touching our ultimate intentions I
towards the negro race. We may cause
doubts in the minds of this enslaved peo-
pie whether, in flying from Massey know,
they may not encounter worse ills by the I
cheep,.

Seery aggression, every set of injustice
commuted by • Northern man against en-

Arcadia' fugitives freer despotism, every
insult offered by the base prejudtce or our'
raise toa colored man because Of OM African
descent, is not only a breach of humanity,

en , alienate against civiliastion bat it is
.also en act which gives lad and comfort to

tee enemy. Thereporter it goes abroad—-
penetrates into the eneory'S country. 891
ear as its influence there extends, therefrom
is to deter the slave trout leaving his mas-
ter—therefore to secure to that master a

I.breartproducer, and by the same act, to

I deprive the Colon as coloredsoldier, andc, compel the government, by conscription,
to withdraw a laborer from a Northern
farm.

The prudes' effect, therefore, of abuse
and injury to colored people, in these days
innot atone to disgrace theauthers ofsuch
sate, but to compel oonsonption and to de-
nude the North, already scant of working
bands, of the laborers and the artisans that
remain to her. Thousands of lieldi clothed
by white men may remain walled, thine-
ands of hearths owned by white men may
be made desolate—all as the direct result
of the ill-treatment of the colored race.
• flash a epirit is not treasonable in the

-usual sense of that- term; yet its-results
are the same as these of treason itself. It
becomes,therefore, in a military point of
view, of, the highest 'importune that all
wanton aoti of aggraiston by soldiers or
civilians, whittler against refugees or
'against free sigma heretofore settled in
the North, should be promptly andresolute-
ly repressed; sod the penalties of the law,
toevery such case, rigorously enforced: A
prudent, regard forouroon safety and wet-
-tariff zo-Itigher.motive prompt, demands
the taking of snob precaution. '. -

We have imposed upon pensive. an ad-
ditional obligation to see justiceand ha-
meetly exercised towards these people in
accrepung their -serviced as soldiers. It
woad be a degree of baseness of which we
hope our country is incapable, to treat men
who shall have confronted death on the
liattle-field, side-by--side with thebravest
of our own race, in a struggle is which
the stake is the existenoe in peace and is
their integrity of these United States.

We are wryest to ear enemies it we deny
that this strugglislas been a hard fought
mak pontestaa bravely and with varying
;nooses. A people . with an . element of
grad•barbartim in their ...day, givingbirth to habits .of vialsnos.and-a lawless
daring, wits somerespects, wellprepared
for war. Add to this; that our task is the
more arduous because, to quell therebellion
we havihad to become the invaders. Under
thee. circumstances, . can we overlook the
fact,thst. several hundred thousand able-
bediadtattaidetaeltei.hrin ths laboeranks
of the enemy and intiorporMad Into-the

yof the North, may 4111110111,117 Infla-
ting.Ordeals:ion of the Issas? - . .._

-

There isan oddillailreason why a con-
.siderable portion, of the Tinton armies
'ilhiltild bitmade Weileasing' of Afrista

lesoint. : Thstransformation of the slave
society. of - the Stialtlittit fra society, no
longer properly. a question, has beam. a
etoeseetty of mar national 84-

1fleattag ton have already•zoaotted Usseon-
-1 olustots;sed the imies'of onipeoplit'as at..
taming to it day brday, that the solo CM.
ditient-. .0fPassissatpoitaca this continentlilthe oradiratbri-Af.-Itegra.lllneel7; Bat
ihelifiiitey- claims wend rnlsbe* Ste 01.%-
toppleofsatossland isoOmblilerilift its
Modem without motion of Itscm That

62111

COalictapie awl diefECUlitiell

i ,
There s a_prevaent error,. -enceursged

noiiitie y the presi,ln tepid to 'drafts,
squab is ..t the root of all tits:popular die-
...

to' I
tiatisfaot ii, so cunningly fomented by the •
Copperb d prose, is to have broken outlet,
putillo disturbances at some other polite,

.:: eswell u la tho greatlotnis Ofdisorder and
marten* of insurrectionary material,
which loves to call itself the nutropOlis of

the Nation, and sometimes falls- into the
halltiabiation othallenringkliseit is the Na-
tion itself. This errorLs, that to by dinned
is a disgrace. .It suggested the ill-advised
Bounty Espedient Of 1862, and found ex-
'prossinn 3n' the uge inscription that
blazed over the speaker's stand, at the

3.grest =eating oaths Allegheny Commons,
ti the effect that, ."Americans never allow
themselves to be drafted," and would be
dishonored by Waiting for suchkooatinr,
gene,. .

r..
I.

_.,

The fact itnie4washiitorloallyfalse, and
. the Inferthoe'equillino. The.. -war of the l
Reeolution wee carriedon by foroed levies,
`end the draft 61,1812 Was sot au_old a feat

i-e -iirliiiii jiiiiillba,tk~,,*Ol,, `'m*eta ii, even''

_ ',Of IWe:slating generation. Nor sou. any
. bodj dishonored by. it. The penestook

liiiii-Talances-endelther kissed snit sa. d
"God bless vs" to theirkrives andthildren,
as they took down their own rifles, andfell
into the ranks like men, without a murmur
-or hired substitutes at once, whore it was

...
;.;Impossible for them to go themselves.

These men were honored, tool by their.fel._
lon.citisensas longas they lived, and justly

'proud of thipablio references to the also-
'

-city with which they obeyed the call of
their country, as Well as of the privilege of
telling the .tort' of their 'adventures to
their listening. grandchildren. It there
was areflection any where it was only
upon those who might, in the popular judg-
ment, hive been spared from their homes
and families,or those whohad taken money
to defend their birthright. How.ntrange
theprevalent idea, then,that the position

_ .

of a mercenary was More honorable than
that of -a conscript, or that the country
couldbe no well defended by miners hira-
lingeoldiery as by the unpurcitased and,
unparchasable arms of its own self saari-
doing children! And how mush stranger,
still, that the purchased soldier should be
called a ookinteer / ~

And now we and that this very idea Is
unproved try the disloyal funothmaries of

New York, and Westchester, and Albany,
into a means ofcrippling the Goirimmeent.
by. seepinithe people oat of the field, and
compelling the authorities at Washington
to look after , hired bayonets for the do.
Mute of the homes- and liberties of ...Re-
publican ?seek The pnbUn offiathlii of
those ommunities say to •• us, and to

..„the'Government,-"We cannot success-
fully mist your power. We have already

, tried that and falled:. There is ono thing

tonsurethat we can do-we can rob. the

Baton men to psy the commutation money
• of the Cepporkteada.. You may take :the.

;toss bat you canhave nomem unless you

go abnisd forioldiers ocean.Mipt. the Re-
publicans to do the work themselves, In

- the letter case we shalt be rid of them.
Many of them will die, and all will be dis-
franchised, white we remain at home to

govern-to enlarge the kingdom of :the

'Five Pointe,' and to balmy tee soldierat

' the Brit opportunitY into the hands orhis
- . essay." Treason has aimed no folder

sl4b at the *lugs* ever Government thin
this. It involves the dilsmms of the hirer
linger the Republioan. No notion has
ever Windd itself successfully with the .

-former, and saved its own libertise at the
sametime. , We osnnot save tuts ones if

---aiiiatter only are to fight,;and the ekilk-
-4 i -

ere only to govern.
All thestiontilianoes however are des

-i' Used to -,TithlawiessConfederacy of

murderers end- tlifivei; which differs only

from its New York, miniature copy In; its
higher organisation, le tumblinginto aim.
Its armies have alreadypelted itiiiiy_With

-- .i/ii nionitidi !of aninglenittis'iint lewill
• soon be as hesdieevand impotent asithe

r , holy brotheeboodnf New York. "Oarwork.
41 spout done-in the Bouth,". was the ire-
liiiiit in iiiiAie-rase ges'sittiiiii nrcei of
the Army of the Tennessee not many deys

_.- ,agis. ,!. Ws have bsen_following Basun to
get a fight, but nan lit noenemy.' 'l4 a

very few months, 600,000 of us wlll be, at

• 01.0-4"l.!vit 'llB $29,0096iaminrita-
.

. so oiatba big %amount' withthe Northern-
. ..1- - Arsitots,•llo We besn'eereing ns eigen-

*rens a lora,: and have distant:hilted us

wherever they. lave halthe..power, while
..

. ,'' we were lighting thaft.hilileet.- We shall
settle Rat thoballotbos orwith go taiya7
net, if. neeesierY-4e don't ears mßo_h
whiolOr dad; they will settielt. to the
astoilihnimit and confasionef, tai Sir-
Noon tind.Wooos and Vassamtanairs.,
aid all the entailer fry; who have been

- - weiMog inAttheimbler way tobetray lin=
and is latitinbasis the traitors. i..
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it', that we obeli give the negro an upper-
trinity of working out, on those battle.
fields that are to decide our own national
destiny, his destiny, whether as slave or
freedman, at the same time.

The Commissionhive been instructed to
report boa colored freedmen "can be most
usefully employed In the service of the

tuoverriment for the suppreuion of the re-
belliou." The above remarks may suffice
as the record of their profound 000viotiou,
that no more effectual aid can be had in the
speedy suppression ofthe rebellion awl the

.testoratlon of permanent peace, than is to
be obtained by inducing the hearty 00-op-
oration of these freedmen, and by giving
full scope to their energies as military la-
borers and soldiers during thecontinuance
of the war.

Bejaia this, it remains for the Commis-
sion to bring to your notice a statement
communicated to them by Major General
Batter, namely, that Many of the Louisi-
ana planters, while professing loyalty,
"had agreed together not to make any pro-
vision, last autumn, for another crop of
sugar, lupin, thereby to throw upon us
this winter an immense number of blacks,
without employment, and without any
means of support for thefuture—the plant-
ers themselves living on what they can
make from the last crop."

To what extent this policy ham been car-
ried out, either in Louisiana or in other
States,-the Commission have not jet the
means of judging. Up to the point at
whichAble-bodied freedmen are needed, as
laborers or soldiers is the army—say three
hundred thousand or upwards—there can
be for the present season, nodifficulty aria-
tag out of any such combination among
disaffected, planters. Even beyond that
point, the evident remedy is that anysur-
plus be employed in plantation labor.
Meanwhile, women and children under
eighteen canbe so employed; and the pro.
dace of their labor may be of great impor-
tance, in view of the passible scarcity of
provisions next season throughout the
South consequent on the destruction and
consumptionincident to war, and the non-
cultivaation of many plantations, whether
by express Combinations of planters or
from other causes.

It is here worthy of remark, that in re-.
calving any given number of tutored nil.
grants from the Talbot Stater,a much larger
proportion of field laborers is to be found
than in the same number of white emi-
grants; the_reason being that the women
as well as the men—even girls of fifteen
and upwards—eire usually accustomed to
plantation labor, and often from force of
habit, prefer it to any other. This is an
important item in estimating the aid which
my be derived from negro refugees.

Upon the whole, the Conimission conclude
that there is not the least risk that snob
refugees will look to us more rapidly thee
they are needed and than they can be ad-
vantikettualy employed. The only queer
tion is, whether we shall be able to inducts
doom to join us in inch numbers and as
speedily as is to be desired. It is in our
own hands to hasten the time and increase
the number, and it hi doubtful whether, in
the conduct of the warthere is a more im-
portant duty to perfo m.

All of which is rem Gully submitted,
BODLIIT DAL' ORIN,
haze MOKATI,
Sumo. G. Bow;

Commissioners
Office of the American Freedmen's Inquiry

Commission, Nat! York, June 80, 18d3
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