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THURSDAY MORNING, APRIL 8

The Abolition of Slivery in the Die
trict of Columbia.

SPEECH OF SENATOR SUMNER.

The Measure just, Consfitu
Ilona' mid Expedient.

Thefollowing is a condensed repok of Sen-
ator Sumner's speech, delivered in the United
Senate on Monday, upon the bill to abolish
slavery from the District of Columbia :

Mr. Suuiner commenced by raying: With
inexpressible delight I hail this measure, end
the prospect of its speedy adoption. It it the
first installmentof that great debt which we
all owe to an enslaved race, and will be rec-
ognised in history as one of thetriumphs of
civilisation. At home it will be welcomed
with gratitude while abroadit will quicken
the hopes of all wholes* •froodout. Liberal
institutions will gain everywhere-by the abo-
lition of slavery at the National Capital.
Nobody .can read that slaves were once sold
in the markets of Bomedjseneath the epee of
the sovereign Pontiff, without confessing the
Scandal to religion. Aid'. nobody can now
hear that slaves are sold in the markets of
Washington, beneath thiekVes of the Freii-
dent, withoutconfessing the medal to liber-
al institutions. For the sake of Janice let
the scandal disappear. In early discus-
sions of this question, there -Vero many top-ics introduced, whioh -cow omand little
attention. It. Wag put of the tidies ofSlavery to eIWiM libsolu immunity.Indeed, without each immunity it had small
chance of continusdexistence. Such a wrong, Ito utterly outrageous in its pretensions, could
find a foothold only where It was protected
from injury. Therefore,' it was always in-
sisted that petitionssweat its existence at
the National Capital were notto be received ;
that it was uneonstitutionsi to touch it even
here within the exclusive jurisdiction of Con-gress - that if it were touched it should
be only under the auspices of the neighbor-
ing States of Virginia and Maryland. On
these points, elaborate arguments were made ;
but it were useless to discuss them now.
Whatever may be the, opinion of individual
Senators, the judgement of the country is
fixed. The right of petition, vindicated bythe matchless perseveranes of Jobe Quincy
Adams, is now beyond question, sad the con-
stitutional power of Congress. le hardly less
free from doubt. .11 is enough to say, on this
point, that if Congress.cannot&bolt&Slaveryhere, then thereto no powiranywherd toabol-
lob ithero and this wrongwill enders always—immoral as the Capitol itself.

But as the moment of Justice approaches,
we are called to meet a different objection. It
is urgel that since Mines tie-snob thingasproperty in init@i—especially Isaias' the en-elusive juriedietion of Celignue—therefore, all
now held as dares are justly entitled to free-
dom, without compensation or ransom to their
Masten. Of course;f this question were de-termined according to absolute justice, it is
obvious that nothingcan be done to the Bus-
ters, and that spy money to be paid belongs
rather to the 'laves who, for generation',
have been dispoiled Of all the fruits of their
industry. net it will be difficult for Congress
to determine the question according to abso-
lute justice: It must act practically in the
light of existing usages, and even existing
,prejudices, under which such relations have
seemed the character of law; net must we
hesitate at any @nitrifies, provided freedom
can be established.

Testimony and eloquent* ban been soma-
mulate4 against Slavery ; but on this 00Cillii011
I shalleo°fine myselfprecisely to the argu-
ment against its recognition at the. Sational
'Capital, nor shall I wander into Ma: discus-
mita of other questions which ateloily• dis-
tantly connected with IL At some other time
the great question of emancipation in the
States may be properly Considered, together
with that other question In which the Senator
from Wisconsin (Mr. Doolittle) takes to great-
en interest, whetherthe freed MOO Shall be
encouraged toexile themselves to other lands,
or to continue their labor here at home. It is
surely enoughfor the 'present to entor upon
the diecussion of Slavery at thsliatiodalCep-
flat; and hire we are met by two inquiries, so
frankly addressed by the-elear-headed Sena-
tor, (Mr. Pomeroy;) first, • havSlaviry anycoriltitutional or legal existence at the Na-
tional Capital? and, seriondly, shall money be
veld to secure its abolition ?

It is' tree,•there iiin be no such -thing as
property in man. If this pretensitt, e is rec.'
agnized anywhere, it is another instance ofthe influence of anstots. Slavery wee then.described, in its essential eharaotersea ere-beaded barbarism, having. ite• origin, not inMahan, or nature, orjustioe, or goodness,Lut
simply in force; and. nothing else. - The force
leblob maintains it at the National'eapital is-

plied by Congress.' .If the Cleielitution
were rightly Interpreted -by a just tribunal,
filsivet7 could not exist here, for Preiedem, and
not Slavery, is Natienil. Its neconstitutioil ..•allay was• obi/argued by /di':(Chime,' in the
Senate, end Horace Mann, frabilfrmile; and
it followsfrom the principle declared by Judge
-McLean, that, in the absence of anypower In
; the Constitutien, it cannot osier, sae respira-
tion cannot exist where there free memos-*pbere. This was applied byhim to the Ter-
ritories.

After a protruded diemsesion . ashington •
was 'sleeted an the NationalCapital.• ' For a
loeg lime there wes hesitation between the
bilks of the Delaware„the Susquehanna andJIM Potomac. The latter prevailed, br a
.toompromies,” corded by two Votes. iMary-
tizia-,3,ji formal lost, ceded the territor* which
now constitutes the District ofColanildsoindCongressin 1801 proceeded to deolare that the'

• [awe ef Maryland, ”as_they.now ettist,l' 'dullcontinue inform. , The acetates sanctioning-

ISlavery are Colonial and ante-dilnei and
passed as early as 1795. These slat tits do
not attaint the-blood with slavery, se pt lor
two generations; yet it it brvirtsitrof these
provisions that slaves• are still held at the
National Capital. Even if they' eatehd be.'
yond two generation, they ere flagrantly in.

10
consistent with the Constitution: '0 gmuts
can ameba no power' ezeept la oen rmity
with the Constitution; Its exclusive/ isdle-
tiros is controlled sod limited by the Co Matti;
tics, out of which it Is .derived. Now leokr
ingat the Constitution, we shall fin first,
that thereare no words authorizing 0 gross .
to establish or recognize Slavery, and, nd-
/y, that there are positive: words wtrlo pro-
hibit Congress from- • the '•eitireise o : snob
power, - The arriment; therefore, I. 1110:.
fold ; Ent, 'bons the absence ofauthori Auldsecondly, from potitirt.prqhligttool. bar-
baritm like Slavery tad lava do' shppo t ex.
°apt In positive, unsmblgnotta.words. There
Isno power in the Constitution to mak* /dug
or to make. slave, and the *epee o Snob'power Ii hardli'meieand ' In~--ono. Rim thantshe other, - But-lf-thfre be-sto, suck wer,-
thin ell iota of &death' inatatithairt eery
et thirNitiMitil Capital inutlC 150 'milk titu-
lions; 'anti'oahi.-".'Nobotkcan-Anw.iit' brats
or ararditrthire4ortinthlatyiltr)V tier:
'lf jO-tlipl itSkariiitYOPleri 1 you
make ,Ompatiatitattoti - i reneoe 0 .70 malt.
But It fro,hitottloniorOil cOnatthittah-worild 11111140 the
onestioi; anibiiii which ik,illem,y, !fin:..A.,*
Ammo;daltriotair of life,Libel ;arr ._. 7 •:: ~

,i9)lltOnt ilisetif law." ~ k ~ . . rapa.-
attyw datatnntiat^4-ilar• :hen li• ' • , . ...•slotatktash,hitionhadttay.lA''.. iks tp..,:647'..ba I /snit ready. to-anattiont ' fait

~,.1 1 Ar_whlaktlignlthat4nthinhik. ,
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nets, would at once declare Slavery impossi-
ble, here, and set every' elate free. The
two oases are parallel. In the- British. case
of the Somerset, 15,000 were set free, while
here. it will be only 8,000. But since Courts
will not do this work, it must be attempted by
Congress. If.from the former, it would be
the triumph pf the magistrate; if from the
latter, of the statesman. But shall Congress
vote money? I do not hesitate, and there
are two prevailing reasons ; first, if note part-nership, there is at least a complicity, on the
part of Congress, in Slavery here, throughwhich the whole country has become respon-sible ; and, secondly it is the gentlest, quiet-
est and surest way, and therefore the most
practical. As there is noreason of policy ad-verse to such appropriations, so there is no
objection in the Constitution. Congress may
create freemen here, although it may not
create slaves. But I prefer to consider themoney which we vote, not as compensation,but as ransom. From time immemorial,ever', Government has undertaken to ransom
its subjects from captivity. Unhappily, inour history, we have had occasion to do thiswith the sanction and co-operation of the bestnames in our history.

Even in our colonial days, their own whitepeople were enslaved by the Barbary States.Algiers was the chief seat of this enormity,which found the same apologies cat up for
Slavery here. It .was even said that theslaves, in Algiers were well fed, touch better
than the free Christians there, and that some
became indifferent to freedom. in unfoldingthis eventful story, I shall exhibit the directand constant intervention of Congress for theransom ofelates; but the • story itself is an
argument against Slavery. Our efforts andanxieties beganlmmedistely after the estab-lishment ofour independence. As our powerseamed inadequate to compel the liberation of
therm . people, it was attempted .by . ransom.
But at first oar Government offered only $2OO 1a head—lees than is proposed In the present
bill for theredemption of slaves at the Na-
tional Capital. Petitions were presented to
Congress for the captives, and nevem/inter-
esting reports were made by the Secretary of
State, in which he said that it tram regardedas iniportant that "in the first instance of re-
demptio.,- by, the: United States, our prim
should be fixed at the lowest. point." There
aro also several .massager of Washington on
the subject celling.tepon congress "to pro-vide. ,what shall seam moat expedient."The ..question stated was between war and:ransom. The Senkte by. formal resolutionadvised ransom, • and the Peesideat thenannounced, " 1 will proceed •to takemeasures for the. ransom of our citizens incaptivity at Algiers." This important busi-
ness mesmith many interruptions. ComMo-dors Pauljenes, ,whowas intrnited with it,
died. CoLtHamphreys was: not allowed toresmb dlgJiers, During all this time ourpeo-ple smart"' to bondage, :The ,country mean-while wee moped. Foopleof all classes viedin general's': efforts.- At. public celebratioesthe toasts, 'olfieppitithreforkill," and univer-sal liberty" were prep.:mid, partly' in sympa-thy with our wreteheß white fellow.citisensin bonds. ,The story of the "Algerine Cap-tive," roprintedin London, was theprototypeof .Usecle lose. CaLliumphreys pro-posed to raise money by lotteries. At last,by act of Congress of the 20th of March, 1794,
one million duller* was appropriated for theransom of our people, being precisely thesame
sum ea is now proposed to bepaid for ransom
here: The treaty with Algiers,:when obtain-ed, ware sacrifice of pride,and not of honor,
to the necessity-of the occasion. But amidstall its uncemetiotable humiliation, it was a
treaty of emancipation; nor did our peopleconsider nicely the terms on which such agood was secured. It was hailed by Wash-
ington, in a message to Congress, as . "Grati-
fying to every feeling heart. From a docu-
ment in oar State papers it appears that an-
natal appropriations, during several years,
were made for this purpose, amounting to
upward of $2,000,000. To all whonow gum-ties the power ofCongress;or the pone, ofeX-.1arching if, 'commend thisaccotint in itsvarious
Items. If we consider the population.and theresources at the time, theamountie mit ineon-siderable. But the prowess of Decatur wasafterward enlisted to do byarms what was not
completely done by ransom. Great , Britain',was aroused to • naval expedition which abetlobed slavery in the Barbary States. And - Ithus ended, white slavery in the BarbaryStites, A single brief effort of war puts aninstant close to this wicked practice. In look-log back upon Its history, we find Much tohumble our pride, ifwe aro disposed to mourn
that our Government stooped to ransom thosewho were justly free without price; yet we
cannot fail to gather-instruction teem thisgreatprecesient SlaYery is the lame in its
essential character, wherever it islets;except,perhaps, that it-has received some new harsh-neesamong us: There is no argument againstits validity at Algiers which is not equally,
strong against its validityat Washingteri. Inboth cases it is wiper force organised into law.But in Algiers it is not equally known thil
the law was unconstitutional, as it, elsailywas here in Washington. In the early ease,
slavery was regarded by our fathers only as I
-an existing fact, and it is only as an existing
fact that it can now be regarded by at in the
present case ; nor is there any power of Con-gress, which was generally extended for theseeaptiver which may 001 now be invoked forthe captives in our own streets.

Mr. Sumner concluded by saying: Mr.President, if in this Important discussion,which seems to open the doors'of the (eters, Ihave confuted myself to two simple inquiries,It la because practically they exhaust the.whole subject. IfSlavery be unconstitutionalin the National Capital, and if iCtie right toI ransom then you cannot hesitate to'adopt the present bill. It is needless to enterupon other queitions, impertant, perhaps, butirrelevant It is necessary, also, to considerthe bugbears which Senators have hivokei4for all must see that they are bugbears.
' If I have seemedto dwell on details, itbecause - they furnished at each stage instruc-tions and rapport' If I have Mempled timein a curious passage of history, it is becauseit was moreapt than Curious, while it affordedla mirror in which we can see • ourselves. Ofcourse; I scorn, to argue the obvious truththat the Shiite areas; mudhentithel to free-

dom as the whihkelives that enlisted the earlyenergies of ourgovernment.' • They are.Men,by' the grace of God; tinitthie iimouthThere is no principle of the Constitution,and norule of juithre, which is not as strongfor the MIS the other. In consenting to'the ransom proposed; you will recognise theirmanhood, 'and if authority be 'needed;-youwill findit.Ja.the .example of 'Prr sentrartrix,
who did not hesitate to employ a golden 'keyto open

_
the house Of, beidage. Let thin bill •

ER's and the -first practical triumph of free-ectni,-,fer irlileh goo d, mon:have longed, dyingwithout the rightfor Which, . orators,andstatesmen have pleaded, WWI,at lootbi imam.Pliehed: Slavery will be, banished from the_National Capital; Shiametropolis, which bears
-a-;veneretiet namee-Wlll.-b.;purified; Its evilApititwillAecast yeti' its theta* will :be re-moved, its society refined, itiSmirte will beImproved,' revolting ordlidineme: will' be
'swept away, and its felinity • will be,Iteeotireel..-yon, are not moved-. bYtin to the slave,en

_

then .not ,• tot Our=
own' good. -and in oelf;delinee. Ir -you:Imeltitte tibiae ,the blacks, ..t6n*us `4llll44,`.liOtblig elesset'thin thin"thy degradation of Slavery affectsthemasteras much as thetilaveiyhlie /Meese'/litaillffWeillYliiiit;4heineleiery exist, ' thereIntlisi .Irit,treci lot Ilennt,
Us beginning of-thlk slavery;; hasLeon,kspastently'zeise ai.einduot of the •
masters and even here, in the Natioesi Cap::It has boonbo•tteetbotelis 'pots! 'whlobhaelitichitriiieffluld'etningtbefied theennui.:

. Taitpower muskbe utuppreeled,".lnit it the!.spppr slavery eheakcei!there good, wet*.For the Seineofeitsilveire in solf-diefentie,apd;la theaame doneorAbo Oonslatetloa..and ',Avalonlot ft be .

.

fpromes,of :4/heaowawhich the eartilleatas of41indebtednesittlii41,• .bi '011;5146dfrom the foot that In foartsendays $30,233,000 of third-wen Isittediafaction of prattling claims upon the Gown:,• Moot: TheIlayMeatt`were as follows: ~• ;,• •Finitd ,VA,S49_B,oo9.l. it and day,sur soiothird.Vow*J.:.fourthfirth, day, ,4303,000 'sixth 42204100 ;
• A Pith•da.4lloo.o2ll4-alihtlt-dai;4251,400;1WithAsir 1178MinI dallk3/414413./469,00falatialllodsrilie.lifliselftlti 111473,0110 ftldetliattbAtori.:llLs,oool fcrarteenth MIN.!

From the Tennessee River
SAVANNAH, Tenn., March 27,

ViaCstao, March 31..}
To satisfy innumerable inquiries from thesupposed eetton growing regions In theSouthern States, it is announced' that near-

ly a thousand bushels of uplands cotton
seed were shipped from here to Washington
to-day, for free distribution through the
North. Bomo fifteen hundred more bushels

are expected to follow within a week.
General Meige, formerly Congressman from

this diatriot,and now holdinga General's com-
mission in the rebel militia servile; was ar-
rested the other day by our forces from Pitts-
burgh Landing.

The river Isfalling very rapidly, the Gov•

ernment losing heavily through the careless-
ness of Quartermasters, in allowing barges
and boats to be left aground by the recedingriver.

Therebels continuo fortifying at. Corinth.
Beauregard continues in command' there Inparson. Prisoners say they have Kitty thou-sand there now, and will have one hundredthousand withina week.• . .

Tennessee refugees continue coming intoour camp to-escape impressment.
MOND DIUATCH

SAVANN•U, March 29.7—Therebels have be-
gun burning the cotton; that of rmspectedUnion men seem to be alone selected • butthey declare all shall be deitroyid as thelinesof our army advance. Our scouts from be-
yond Purdy report that the whole sky was litlast night by a cotton conflagration. Fromono point they counted seven fires; and ineach there was known to be from six to twen-
ty bales.

well understood hero that the mainbody of therebel army of the Vest is being
concentrated along their new lintrof defense in.Northern Mississippi and Alabama.Seonts,Spies and deserterircontinhe koreportBeauregard, Hirdoe, Polk and I oth,e. relmlGenerals at Corinth, with- rapidly•Anerespiagferias. Our army le supposed to beAtleastin,no danger ofattack,--,Special Dielicitekos 10theCitteihnotts, Galrette. -

The Iteitioired fromFlour-.Ad Valorem! Thies , beingLevied. - it t
The ionic 4511411445.tax-bill on Mon-

day, and madeaorne ippprtant ohmage', The
tax on leather was reduced ahoutfifti per
oent. from,thelist named in the bill, while
the On cents per barrel on flour was removed.
The duty on cloth, and all woollen and cot-ton fabrics, was made at three per. centumad valoivrn. Onvarnish, the tax was changedfrom twenty-five cents per gallon to .five percentum ad valorem.

The tax on wine made from grapes was re-duced from ten to five eents-per gallon, 'whilethat on auction sales remained as in the bill.The section taxing carriages, pianos, etc.,was agreed to as follows: Carriages valued.
over $5Oare taxed one dollar ; carriages drawnby two horses, two dollars; carriages valuedover $2OO, five dollars ; and above $lOO, tendollars. Gold watches (kept for use) one del:.Lr ; silver watches, fifty cents. Pianos andorgans at various values are taxed from fifty
cents to a dollar (churches having musical in-struments beirig exempted.) During the de-bate on pianos, etc., Mr. Aldrich moved tolevy five dollars on the "harp of • thousandstrings."

Mr. Spaulding's Speech on Canadian
Reciprocity.

The Hon. H. G. Spaulding's epoch, on
'Wednesday, incidentally upon the Canadian
reciprocity treaty, madea marked impression.
His argument was that by the • operation of
the treaty we now loss at the rate of$2,000,000
a year, which are sorely needed to • carry on
the war. That the Canadians are In effectmade citizens of the _United States by the
treaty, without being required to bear any. ofthe burdens of citizenship. That they are injustice hound to paya fair duty ort.their ex-
ports to our marketsfor the advantages theyderive from them, and from the .use of ourrailroads,"Canals, lakes and harbors. Thatthis' war will heavily tax our own property,and that Canadian property ought not tocome
in competition with it In .-our own marketswithout submitting to equal taxation. TheHouse was incredulous at hearing that the
treaty could not be terminated by a sixmonths' notice, and memberscrowded aroundthe speaker to examine the clans° which lim-ited its duration to ten years from September1,1854,and after that required Oneyear'snotice of abrogation. Mr. Spaulding, beforequitting the floor, announced his purpose toapply to the President to terminate the treaty.

Henning NIAII HUNTICILEIVILLI.--431511. Milroy writes to a friend in Washington, *a fol
lows :

I sent outa party of scouts of the 3d Vir-ginia, at the beginning of last week, to go totho vicinity of Huntersville„to se* how mat-
ters are. When within about seven miles ofthat' place they were surrounded by a body oftwo hundred and fifty rebels. My. boyspitched into them fer a while, but finding
themselves entirely turrounded,they cut theirway through and got off -with the loss of one.man, killing eleven of .the rebels. -The, u-cape of myboys is almost miraculous. Theywere fired on from all aides, and.most of them
had their clothing cut by bullets. Someweregrazed and several slightly.wounded.

Gee. MATilell LASS( LL TYL PCT.—The
troops ordered to Kansas come time Ana for
the "Lane Expedition," are now being cent
to other and more active fields of operation.
'For 801311 week' they had been collected at
Fort Scott, but at last aceonntrthej had been
divided 'into nearly equal portions—pbout
1,000 each—to reinforce Oen. Canby. in 'New
Mexico and Gee.. Cattle at ' Pea Ridge.
Among thetroepe 'ordined to Nair/de:ice are
the Wieconelon Twelfth andthirteenth. The
Wisconsin' Ninth'andtb• Second Ohio cavil:'
ry go to Gen. Curtin, -

A Doraren from Washington states that
the able bodied gases will all -be deported
from the District 'before the'act Of -ennocipa-
Don has passed, and no.slames wili be left ex-
*ita 're!! i nnli d 9n6ss,for whom the goiern-
moatwill pay more than they arsiworth; re-
Hering their owners of the burden of support-.
leg them: .Wethink there luentan doubts of
this, beemme 'there is no. Market'for'slaves in
.M►ryiand,'and they cannot be 'eetit-south ofthat:
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, Beath Bowen,
John Jt. Worrnll. .i?Jas. B.,Woodward,hlinthail UM, "John ilint&l, Pittthlth•

. J. G. (X)111161, Agent.
to 6 : Notthowt earnerThird and Wood street.

VIII.Ei'MAILINE AND INLAND IN-SURARICR.—INSITRANON COMPANY OrNOWLII AMERICA, PUILLDELPIILt.
• Incotporated 1704—CapItO, 8500000.
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' ' • ARTHUR G. COFFIN, PrTHOMAS PLATT,8 • •
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Zitudr.k,
George Dania,
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.! 30 • F. M. GORDON
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PHILADELPHIA FIRE AND. LIFE
INSURANOB.O4:IMPANIG liS(Mama st,opposite Ms ends= Haase. • . •
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Third and Wood streets.


