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Torch-Light Piociiilonin Honor ofG«u<ncCleliiua.
Three thousand Germans ol Gen. Blenkei’s

Dltiiion constituted a torch-light procession
thie evening, and, with regimental bandi and
fireworksand colored lights, marched to Gen.
McClellan** house to celebrate hia promotion
to the Generalahip-m-Chief. Transparenciesand pyrotechnic pieces of most beautiful de-
signs were added to the attraction. All Wash-ington was out to see. The crowds soon de-manded the American stimulus of a speechand the call lor Secretary Cameron broughthim to the balcony, wnisre he said :boldiert ; lam glad to see you. Glad,
oecatue yoQ-come to do honor to your youoffand gallant General; it is fit that you shoulddo him honor. 1 know him well, and I knowthat he has great qualities. All the men I seearound me are Germans, and I am told thatthe most ol you are from Pennsylvania, mvnative State. When lam at home, lam ac«cuatomed to bear men speak with pridror theGerman ancestry ol most of the Pennsylrani-ans. German soldier* fought in every battle-field that has given glory to our country. YouGermans will now achieve more glory lorronrtelves, lor Freedom. Thenext battle will>e a victory, but moeb will depend upon themen and the unity ol the men I seearound meDo your duty and the result wUI be sure;
[Cheering.]

Secretary Seward was loudly died for, and
appearing' upon the balcony, said :

Fellow Citizens and Soldiers.- 1 a6Q beforeme one-twentieth part of our army gatheredfor the defense of the Union, and as large anarmy as any monarch on the lace of the earthbaa ever called into the field. As brave asany, and yet u is an army that does not con-tain a single conscript.' {Lood cheering.lEvery soldier is a volunteer. [Load eheer-ing.] It may well be to, for you have come■p to defend the best Government on the faceof the earth, the first that-bae existed eighty'years, and now it is to support it that you arehere. Fellow-ctmeoa, | knew when thistrouble began we Ihnuid have soldiers, andanother thing was warned/ We have found It.*The gathering to-night shows that we have it.It was a General, and he is here to-night.Feliow-ettiseas, who shall be King 7 pball
the Goddess of Liberty with her azure robeaflowing around her walk abroad ; or te it plan-
derT Who sbalt.reigß, King Cotton T Wot a
voice answers for King Couon. What sav youfor the Goddess of Liberty ? [Oheenns 1That if-it, (bee. The Goddess sba:i reign

Calls were then made for Gen. Blanker, who■aid:
Citizens and Bolditt*'. I shall say a lewword*and it ebail be few. Ifever I find theenemy, I will fight thousands, and thousands"rngjuH as. I speak thia_iu>ble

English. |,immeDae'cbeeriog.]
Cries w*re made continually for GeneraiMcClellan,but he merely appeared at differ-ent times upon the balcony, and bojred tothe crowd of snldieis and civilians that fill-J“ ■treet from one side* to the other.Wiitnnhis bouse the General exieraporTztd agenerouscollation, and gave a warm welcometo the officers who ewatmed in to lake him bythe hand. The whole leatimonial was asplendid success, and is due entirely to the

tpint and liberainy of Gen. Blenker and hitstaff.
The Spy System.

General McClellan, on tiking command ol
d,d oot 6od *ho m•ysthto iirthry effieten* epsmitio: ihre %

lieimmeneelcDportance to hie own saccate,
be baaeo thoroughly arganued it now aa tobe felly inlormeo aa to the cambers end po-

the enemy. Be it inconstant receipt
01. information ta to their armament,' the•irangib of their fortifications, and'all more,msnu of importance, aad-oatea bit own planaon inch information.

DlMlMareofGovtrtnointSiertti. ~~

The deaunatioQ o( the nTral expedition waapositively known or very accurately guessedat Now Orleans three or fu«r weeks ago, «atroops-wexa_ei. ihaLiime stationed-At. pointaj
below Charleston, and especially atPort Royalto dalend the coaai. It it aery generally be-heved that tha rebels had dtfinite informationor the point lor which the fljel was intended:althongh it la not posaible to imagine.bow tbe Isecret was divulged,aa (he plana were known Ionly to tbe commsoder ol the expedition and
to the President, the cabinet, Gene ScotlandMcOlellan. it ia suggested that tbe telegraph Ibae been tampered with, but no facta havebeen developed toprove that aoch ia the caae. I
The government ie urged toatricter precaution* IIn guarding its important secrets. |

Exchange of Prisoners. I
It m understood in well-informed quarter#that arrangement* are being perfected, at theinstigation of Gee. McClellan, by 'which anexchange oC prisoner* will be shortly effected.A-great number of the federal prisoners havebeen sent south to Charleston and New Or-leanep-tor - safe keeping, ba\ they bare still•Bough at Richmond, u ie believed, to offvetall to custody ol onr own government. Siffeethe landing of the flret tbe advantages of

Charleston ee a place ol safe keeping for Unionprisoner* may not be apparent to the rebel 1
government as heretofore, . ,

The Reported Winter-<ln*rUrlQKa I
The officers generally tidicuie the Idea ol I

going into Wloter quarters.
The Rebels Falling

Rdcoonoiienog parlies sent out duringthe
past thirty-six hoary report the rebels rapidlyretreating. A party from tbe 2d New Jersey
■truck tbe rebel picSet#*at e distance of tenmiles from their campy, which ia twelve miles Ifrom Alexandria, and three miles beyond tbe Ioutposts they occupied three days ago. Army Iofficers believe that the South Carolina and IGeorgia1regiments have been withdrawn to the Irebel ofBeaufort. I

4k ®py in OnrOanp
A'person in cittxeo's dress, with a pass fromGen. McClellan's headquarters,' visited all the

post* of the left wing ,oi our army on Satur-day, who waa reenguixed on his return, by ageotieman in Alexandria, as an officer in therebel army.
Preparation* for ih» Winter.

louimrqainUiier or imnUTßrarn arrivingby rail, consigned to Gen. V*n Vliet, ChiefQntrtermasier of the Army of the Potomac.It.will be oisd in the co'oetiuctinn orbarracks
A ***** 9tt*nlil7 of camp stores Iand firewood ie also coming in. One ragimeotIrecaived 50 co*dv. Bow much of tbearmjjwill be hotted lor tbe. Winter is uncertain.

ltaSwro rtf
Tbe ten men reported to our dispatch ofThareday to have been missing from the Mo-|

regiment, returned,from their search afterlorsge, well laden, on Saturday, They badbeau engaged in thresbiug and cleaning a large Iquantity ol oats, which ibey found two milesbayondjbo rebel ontpoeie.
Jlijtro Catching.

Applications for aaeiatanee in catching andrestoring negrqee are msde daily at the Pro-vost Court fa Alexandria, but Judge Freeae
refutes to consider this basinets si env partolthe duties of bis offiee.

Svmjlif About WhichiiUr.(, r
1/ itbe true that Afteeo thoosaod rebel troops

tr*qaartertd osar Winchester, it mnst intensify,tboWftrtßgrofAll-tlro people~there.—
who recently eieapbd from there' and ,
the Potomac, sayi.tbat the stock of coat thereU entirslj exhausted, end that though tbore Is

,*n thßßMHwrfli woodiojw Trtctoityrflwrw*-
; no horses and wagons' with wbiohto transport
h to the Tillages, ibej havingbeen all seisedbf the rebels and carried tff. The gas works ofwlfiisinmrwtt«-*wpped*a" me&tlrm, owingto the stock of coal being exhausted, and thecandles then on hand were need np weeks stnoe.Of cotton and woolen goods, and boots and•hoef; there la waroelfany left. -Poor families.of whole haibafl4*,ead loos are In "the
[•““»rmj, btvfoggone there TolnoUrflj, behew pressed.into the service have bat litflefood, mad less clothing and fnel, and are oon&qjcjgj wpSog greyly, Acasc re««nily-So=-übwing that no better state of tbinxs
*x*^t^^EMvnofL'j^tstrek>stjkosihst

oitj out, a ten tiaoo, md bought the*bol« ol lb. repiaiLiog stock ot general mcr-
ckaadUe ol a Wincbetter merchant and trana-
ported it to Richmond to soil.Hoorn Vernon Within Our Unci.

In-front of the left wing of oar army belowAlexandria, oar picket lines extend from themonth of the Aeoolißk up the Accotink Ridgeten miles in from of Fort Lyon and four in frontox Moant Vernon, wbieh estate is now withinonr tines, the rebel pickets appear aboat twoor three a lc« boyood oar lines, and about thesame distance this aids of the Oeooqnan. •
Hebal Batteries on the Lovear Potomac,
' Several rebel batteries on the Lower Potomacbare been withdrawn. It is probable that they
were competed entirely of field pieces.
The Wreck of the Frsnch War Steamer*Pranoe may thank the rebels, who have pat
ont all the lights along the North Carolina°oast, for the loss of iho*w*t steamer Catinet.whieh ran ashore in the night. The offioereof the blockading squadron say that that ooastla the most unsafe In the world.
Tha Sew Union General InKentucky.

| Gen. Don Carlos Buel, whohas been assignedto the command ol the department ol Ken-tucky, wee detailed by &l»j >i General MeCleUiso to (bat important post, at the special re-
quest ol Gen. < Sbereian—eo that thairtendaof
ihe latter msyrest eoatent that if outranked,n has been according to bit own wish. Gen.Sherman tue been most efficient; but, in view
ot the long experience ol Qen. Buel, endparticularly his connection with the servicewhile Gen. Sherman was in private life, beaohciied Lie CommaadeMo-Chief to appoint
this distinguished man as his superior officer.

Th. fTurchM® of Veaeela.ine wavy Department nas purcn&eed 220▼essele since Congress adjourned, and Hill has
notenough lor the necessities of the service.

Kewe from Mexico,A (enilanan occo|.,iri|j > bin pcmilioo inMexico hai )u„ bit,Ted here with importantinformation(which he has laid before toe bot-ernmem) from the weal coael of Mexico aodSonora. Il appear, that ihe whole wealcoaal
i« gfeatly exciled at tbd contemplated inter*venuon ofEngland, France and Spain in theiraffaira. apd they bate applied to our- cAvern-'roent to know whether it wt || sustain-them intheir atand agamat the iutriguea of Spain, 1 berebel agenu are oow very buay in tfaat aectioAof Mexico, They have thoa far found 'little*•ynipathy, the people nearly all favoring thec*Qie °f .the Federal Government. Thia iaa!«o the cnee ». #ll 0r the States throughoutMexico, ibe f'ba'a, however, hold oat flat-tering promites, and offer to make any kind of !

treaties, and to aid them with iaooey.
. MlM»lUnioiu.me 'confirmation ot me noWi from iht fleel

™ CJ“** d *-Joy»m feelingamong all claMe.,nicepl the aympatbuata with Seceaaia, whoTer?
l
d' , P"cd

i
e '>;. Th'l J“ ""l like (hefire in. the mar.” Same ol nurmore aannuineanticipate before ten dty, mil elapae the .Uraand atnpra »ili Boat front tbe eafla of theLepialattre Hill., at Cofoniboa, N C.Ihe e£feot of tho cetaa atnoog.t the troopa onthe other aide of the Potent»o baa been aleotri-oal. They had become ao Hred ol the dull ton-tine of camp Ufa that they acarcoly knew howto oontaut themaaltea thia . morning when thaglortona newa of the fleet spread itaalf from en-campment to encampment. A general ontbiretof enthnaiaam and patriotlmt toot place. InOen. Blenker'a nirlalon (he aponUneona feeling

*ll intense. 8

Ganefal Montgomery has opened *n Kpiaaft-pal Cbqrch at Aleiaodria, and it is largely at-taqded every Salbetb afteroooo. He baj secured some fine voices-from Company I.Cid-Uin J. Reeside White, of. Colonel MoLean'sRegiment, for the choir.
Gen. Duel will start lor Kentucky on Wed.owday. Hia .warn i* to be marrinl to Colonel
The President will-Dof p*Tdon-CepUlo Gor-don, eonvictod at New Vork' of being engaged'in the slave trade. Tbe government desiresthe prompt punishment of tocb offenders.

W'liy the Battle a, Balmont Fonghll
Wo find the following answer gipen to tblßqaottion—end ,as the_m6st favorable, perhaps,wiinh csnf'O givsn.a'o deflmlitlr readers SG ti-

tlod to their aharo orihdTtilsractron and con-solation wbioh it was dOsigne'd. to yield i‘‘General Grant made a most snocessfol at 1.r.T.'V portion o£ the fortifications ofthe Folk-Plllon oolonm lying upon the Mis-soori Side Of the river. Tneir main .body lay atColnmbns, on the Tennessee side. Along thatline, from Nojr Madrid up, lay . force
estimated at lest than twenty thontnnd men.Tho highest esttmato pleoes the numbers of theoolnmn at thirty thousand. Lot'eitber estimateha assumedas a basis, it teemed evident that,fa Tlcir ol the eitraoidlnary number of troopsebslraotod from tho direct line of the 'Miasls-eippf riser to march against.Prioo and MoCdl- iloch in Soatbtrestern Missouri, jhg Onion com-mender at Cairo coold not possibly make enyhSensiro movement. Therefore, . General ofPoll a .as not likely to remainidle. A vast comber of his iroopi were uselessto him. It, therefore, they were thrown for-werd to reioforoe either Bookner or Prioe, attoeretmld-hare teen in ■ very abort time, they,migbt render the Confederatecolumn of eitheror these commanders much too heavy for Hnn-
ter orShertheu. General Poik was wise enoughto know that upon tho snooeas of ono or thoother of Ibceo oolumns bung the smtoess of theContrel DivUioo which he commandf. Heknow further, too, that no soccots oould behoped for from a diroot attack npon Padnaah,L *' r?‘ ” -®icll * Hence, he oonld sendone-helf of bis f too to assist cither Euokner.or Prioe, ee he deemed prudent -

Granl a aiieck upon, and .conqueat 01, the
e *>««■«■• at Belmont, indicate to.him Ibstlhero it notonly a daring but a heaWeaemy upon hU immedi.l, front; sod.ri’gand hoary that he dere not epare e man IroraU“ theralore, that
m lmPnrLailt diversionin favor ol both Hunietl, and Sherman's sd.vanning columns. The lo.s su.l.ined waeonewhich might hove been expected. No warthat i« as grand and exteosiTe Alibis can betoDgbt without the occurrence 6r auch inci-denie. The only con.oiauon which can au ‘

'^(c ” n,id«riDg Columbus »■ the centre
ot the tr°nfederate opeWtinnßltWe.iern Ken-tucky anrf Southern Mis»ouriJ *at Cairo 11 ofoure,) that the central column of: the enemycan afford neither of it. wing, any support,beyond the-faci that the rebels suffered more,h““^J^nj2M-4jßuS!bera_W dj!iuejii5 jp« 6fwarTwa-canoot bear toch loa«. mwe «n. .“ Gram> therefore,1 fought wiwfy and ;

Highly Important-nan N«V»I Uipedl.

I The N. Y. Evening foat, Inin article en-
titleil “The Beginning of the End,” eridontly,I written by one well inlbrnied, makes the lot-I lowing important nuiementa: •

I. We have spoken of other expeditions, andI ** °midd*witbombetxiTipf anyrn.^.ef.I that the etily ajainai Uatterai w*a butihelral
lOf eeonesof n*viloaBluughtsQpontbeS&uth»I era *omivTM. Bwofort armada wee the-•ecoad, and otocie are to follow aa upidlr >■ iI the ctrcnmiuncee require, Some of the die-r r*tcbe« apeak or the probabHuf-of our forceamakoig their way inland i 0 Charleblou. Batwe 4cubt whether thin will be attempted atpreietat. The principal object of.the move-
ment lit* been to acquire a incur* cnval eta-“on ** tfa.a South whe>e our fleet* nu?bt reo- I
dtavoue, aod where the army cooid entrenchj.tUeU to possess a grand base of ultimate op-1

; eratioofl, Beaufort once impregoably to our IpoaseMion, it would not bo difficult to threaten Iboth Charleston end Savannah,*o ae to force Ithem to. keep large aimieaior their
la ihe meanwhile their harbor# wilt be efleet- I® [o«Bd. Ao expedition it now prepared, IJ- it bas.not already sailed, which will seal 1those .ciliea. beyond -perad«eoinreao~the en- f

6r eiit of *»ery foture Theodora or'jNishville. .1
k *5 lhe »bo ?e» w.e. are permittedI **•?[/** a of thirty vessels ia now

J !° *
l oanned, aod lead? to. sailjfor tbe flail ol Mexico, where it will perform

"cU "i)lia_duetimeI ditelosf. TOO oeaaela are peculiarly fitted by
] a<*e,droghl of water and armament tor harass*.ing |bejcoilta ur Loniii,oa >D d Alabama:'

Vaa so inflaia'a bjbis little accidental aocceae at ifie SoaUtweVtpass, maybares batter opportunity yet lordia-playmibmkill. Nor will this enlarpriaa ei-hauaytia labora.of the Nary Department,
nmh HTTs' i Me W®* »ftir,*noib«nntn th.e rebels aball iearn ,he foil power ofUN* government tbe, hire derided and pro-

-
«« baaflate In lljenoU-

• ®r loiheeesontbera,canip«|pis.|

Itsends its troopa forward torestore the Union,
to maintain tbe integrity of the nation, and re-
establish its authority ; whatever stands in thewayof those great ends will be prostrated. Thevigor and vlodielivenesa of the rebels bevemade the war of necessity an offensiveone now;i *nd the strong and.'weak places of the izunr-

! *? nt P°» er will to hMAiJed by the heaviest
blows, without regard to other oonsequlnoesthan the speedy termination of the contest. Wenave already played long eooogh with a revolt,the earnestness and extent of which we scarcely
oonceired at the outset, but whose determined,

relentless character we now fullyunderstand.

or Use Hot.r.““.buSS«i?.. *° b” obt * ,“«d “y
The Oorert mootha, iiraed permita to partieaIn Khodo Island to trade with lojalliti along

the Southera coasu

lo.d -t '.t no 7 “,0 °* 001 for th“ p«po».loaded with aopp tea of variona kinda, amongwhtoh an a.lt, clothiag, and othar articlaa ofprima ncoc.tl.y, which, it h, peeled, willb.»t onoe exobanged for cotton. This Is a newfeature in Government policy and war, and may.lead to importantreiolts.
SenatorSimmons, of Rhode Island, it is saidhas been the prinoipal mover in this matter Itmey be, however, that these vessela, and othersoow fitting out, will also follow the expedition,and, as soon as an opening is made by the ex-pedition, and a permanent footiog obtained inSouth Carolina or Georgia, oargoes of cottonwill be at onoe shipped to Liverpool 1and otherSJ??’ ,!8 a very “Po * l™* movement,-and has the fall sanction of the Government
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