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TestsPs it cuvatenso.
The General imembly .of • the Old School

Church Is :now in union_in. Philadelphia; that

'of the Now School inSyracuse, N. Y. Could-
. stable inform* is felt throughoutthe country in
reference to-the setion of thefint.mentioned
body on the subjeot of the present distracted

elate of the, country, and ott the acknowledged
inure of these troubles... In the New School no

Seaton is expectedother thso a strong expree-
don of 'sympathy with the joveromint in its
present struggle with trillion.- The action of
that'Assembly three orfour leers ago, in rester-
,

lag thtilostlmony of.lBlB on the subject ofBla-
ney, • drove int of that, branch of the church
usrly al Of that distends% -clement. Its *came
thisyenistill probably be unanimous in support

Govirnment,
•":; IckilthOld.Saltoolbranch enestffithoulties and

probably be encountered.:The
,'dratglutton of the daY cannot be Ignored;

'and ostlers all no more ardent:pain*. in the
country than anthe greatmajority ofthe mem-

, heriof that chetah lo the Fres States, no sued-
'vocal or half-wayutterances will satisfy them.
And al Ithisetat all probible that there will

,be any delimiterfrom the needed states, and se
ume-stiotioni ofthe borderstates may be ours-

-I,„presenterd, a heavy Preponderance of the Assam-
bly will be anti-elsvery to thole proolivitleo.
Pendalien mey dialitsan avoidance ofany direct
Utitin on 49 subject of slavery, if poesible; but

,:.• de newidest:onion havebecome so closely
identified in minds of 'men, it will be per-

kV, •hiPosilble to _disci!' the one :without
-

• bringing the other into view; and if anon intro-
' • duce, it voila not be aiall surprisicelf the

numbers should follow the example of their

Ntuatbool bielltreo, 'Detesters the testimony

of 1818. A brief extract from thafeelebrated
document will suffice to show its spirit:

consider the.voluntary enslaving of one
peekof, the human race by another as a gross

;, violation of the most and sacred rights
of hue= 'tutus; is utterly inoonsistent with

. the law of God, which lignites us to love our
' neighbor's, oursolves;and astotally irreconcila-

ble with thespiritandprinciples.of the Gospel
' of Christ, whir* enjoin that 'all things whatso-

ever ye would-thatmen should do to you, do ye
even so to them.' Slavery creates a paradox In
the moral system; Itexhibits rationd, accounts-

:: his eed immortal being! in such circumstances
• `'asscarcely to lea,. them the power of moral

aculost.".
Lrit Is rositiestir the duty of all Mobilises

who titlight -61 the present day, when
the hicarasisteneY of slavery, both with the dic-
tates at humanity_Sedlrellgion, has been de-

. oronitesied, • and -• la lgenerally7 Seen and so-
knowledged, te use their honest, tersest and

' unwearied endeavors to. correct the errors of
former limos, sodas speedlly se possible to ef-

' face this blot 'pour holy religion,_and to obtain
the 'completer -abolition' of slavery

-

-throughout
Christendom, and, If possible, throughout the
world." - _

Ws was not the Arai "deliveraucV. of that
- • church on-the, subject' of Slavery, nor was it

the lest. 17-87,1he'sacre year the National
Constltutioairisfinned, and beforethe organ-
batten of General'Assembly, the Synod of '
NewYork-:and Phliadilphis, then the highest
judicetory therch, declared that "they
highly approve of the, general principles is fr
worst universal liberty that prevail In Ameri-
ce--and the lateresta which many of the States
have takes inpremotieg the abolition of elm

att." and they go onto recommend thegiving
• • of leaves. suob an, edunion-as will prepare

them for truth= ; the allowing them gradually
to perchers their freedom at a modentte rate,

,sad ths using, byaU ihsir people, of_all pru-

dent mesas "to procure eventually the Hu*eb-
- olltionof slavery le America."

In 1815;the buyingand selling ofslaves by
way. of'MSc, and ,till undue severity towards
them; wern- Junult4d -u5141,1421 and an-
eighteensconduct ., •

• • -The next testimony was that of 1818;quoted
above, white stood from that time until ISO as
the lanthoritative,declaration of the sentiments of
the Church onthat subject:- ilut,publio opinion

at the Saab in the Meantimeunderwenta great

change. Slavery. *lack was nolzersally sdatilt-
ted to halo -evil from-do days bf tiro Revdu-

, the Until about 1818,began tobe 'Verde* with

more Mar. lila Sontisrbegam to outflows cotton
Itoriplit abut thot bete. TheTho@etas gin had only

* , • been bunted two/esti before. Itwas this Ter

Glutton'in publio sentlmest at the• South, to-
, • gather with some unmistakable evidences That it

was likely to become sigressivoin its character,
that calledforth theemphaticutterance of ISIS j•

for it was only thereatyearthat the people ofthe

thin Territory of Missouri appliedfor aduile*on
to the Veen with alslave oonstitatton, and
brought ona soattiver *kith shook the gen-

- ernotent:lo its fotriidattosi Ths nomProiniss
with:di:followed Lid the question-to slap- for •

number of lairs in thirtieth end still longer in

charheIn1846, attar considerable ski/cashier, the
Souther*okurshote Imaged to getanother de-
claration, which virtually reminded that of
-1818.1 After the gentian bad been agitated for

several successive, !Unions of, the Amtembly, It
-Was settled for the time by the adoption ofa re-
'Poet and two appsndtd resolutions.; We have

• not room for gbe report, but theresolutions are
es foliate sSS _ . •"Betolood.lit. Thatthe General Assembly of
the PnebyterianiChureh in the Coiled States
was originally organized, and has since con-
tinned, the bondofasionth the Choice, upon
ohs •ooncededrpattraipl• that the existence of
doorestio• slavery;" under the circumstances
width it is fund is th• Southern portion of the
country, is 110bar toChristian communion.

4.2**. That duipetitions that ask the Assem;I
bly to make thor holding of slues in itself

of decipilae, do vinosity require-this
jafficatoryto dissolve itself,and abudon the or-

, galeationunderwhich, by*millets's blessing, it
Gas solong peoverted. The tendency Is eel-

INTI*Igs ;the Northern from. the
Southern portion of theChurch;, a result which
*very 'good citizen must deplore, as tending to

the dissolution of-the Colon of our beloved
'country, and which every saUghtentid-Christian

• will appose.sa bringing about a ruinous and
nnusesmeary, odds* botwenr brethren -who
=detaina common faith." •

Inthe body of the Ills contended "that
stony Wilted inthe ,days of Christ andhis

lapcoslak_Thafitithydillnat denounce than
itself as sinful, ;or isicendstent with Chils-

- tionity." andmuch mores iothe same purpose.
-;The history.ofthe 'anis:lllg power of slavery

10lbsChurch anal in the Stale, affords a still-s -•„.l,=.,:,itithed steatites Iti weapons in both
Itert.ilts urre=4htnati eif division; tilisolution,

steuelen: Ceti :give way beforo.il.-making
concession after OntellidOn, unW thetawas 10
farther room to',retreat;',:and noir',bothLtsi4
groppti with It se best they may. -- nitgore*
ant yielded Sept ground IMO-, and heel

' ban givisg bath ever since until thepeat Pier,
.

sod thane.,has bees teas ofthe .church of

which.we artipseldig. - With'* tremendous

Wirits its buds, the country has got bath to

tie Vend it eneopiedia 113ffi; sad, with a set 4
11121,of _disM.sabsisint; th• church .bee, re
trod, seouldtPd spltike lofty platfirm of 1818.

f Withera onbettiiPron,sad ik'hmore hope-
'l4 condition.. -•- - - - 1.•

ii-_,
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Stfs, geußr.....Soth House adjonmed-te-day,
at noon, having passed nearly all the bills beforeit.

The stay law passed with the clause to prohib.
Wag the sale of collateral'. An amendment was
added, authorizing ._a msiority of creditors -two.

.

thirds in intermit, to arrange with a debtor as to

the time at .which and the proportions in which

- The three millionbill passed in the chap. it left
the Senate, with the section added, allowing pen-
sions to widows of 'oldish"killed in this war. •

The bank- bill paired the House with emelt&
menu, in whirl the Senate concerted, adding two

sections of the hill got np, or nmoottnended by the
Plttsbergh banks. The sections.which pilled the
Senate were not amended by the Howie.

Theappropriation bill contains a provision
ding a half mill to the State Tan, to pay Om inter-
est on the $3,000,000 loan. •

The bill- to authorize Pittsburgh to. borrow
650.000 for home defense,' did .not pus lb? House.

This embraces all the legislation I have not be-
fore referred to. '

The Goventor .to.day nominated Geo. A. Mc-
Call., of :Chutes:county," to be Major General ,of
the new 'State leriee...,Be is a iinulnite of West
Point and highly "Wain of. His nomination was
unanimously. confirmed. • S.

the FI.DRILAL

irodge Sprague on Piracy. -
-

Judge Sprague, of the United States District
Court, Massachusetts, a few weeks ago defined
treason very clearly. On Wednesday lest he
laid down the law against piracy. He says
the statute on the subject, being enacted pur-
suantto the Constitution, are &paramount au-
thority and cannot be invalidated or impaired
by the action of any State or States; and
every law, ordinance, and constitution made by
them for that purpose, whatever its name or
term, is wholly nugatory, and can afford no
legalprotection to those who may act under it.
Compering the seceded States toa portion of a

foreign country In revolution, and claiming to
be independent, he says if the Legislative and
Executive Departments of our Government
utterly refuse to recogolze such new Govern-
ment', or acknowledge it as having any bellig-
erent or nationalrights; and, instead of taking
a neutral attitude, endeavor by force to suppress
depredations on commerce by such assumed
Government,es violating therights end Wring-
ing the laws of the. United States, then the
Judiciary will hold that such depredations
are not tobe considered as belligerent and en-
titled to immunities of lawful war, but as rob-
bery, or other lawless depredations,subject to
the penalties denounced by oar laws against
each offences.

There is another view, that mere rebellion
absolves no man from his allegiance. Citizens
of the United States therefore, may not only
be subject to the penalties of treason, but if
they commit hostilities upon the commerce of
the United Starts, finder a commission from
any foreign nation, even the oldest and best
established, such as England or Feurce, may
be dealt with as pirates.
A Description of the Winans Steam Gun.

The steam gun captured at Ellicott's Mills,
onits way to Harper'sFerry, is one of the lions
of the Idassachusettecamp. it is en odd-look-
ing concern, bearing not a single indication to

the unpracticed eye.- of its murderous purpose.
Through the intelligent aid of Captain Picker-
ing, who seems to know what's what about St°
most sorts of machinery, we obtained some
sort of a notion bow thething was worked.
The whole concern, which weighs perhaps five
tons, is mounted on wheels. Externally it has "Al

the appearance of a small two'horse power en-
gine at one end, and at the other runs off into
a sharp nose, not unlike an end of the Winans rise

cigar steamer. This 1108A-,• however, which is
merely the sheath to 'protect the machine
and its operatives, is constructed of 11 inch an,,,
iron, and the expectation of the inventor was,
apparently, that balls aimed at it would
glance oftharmlessly. In the opinion of those
conversant withsuch matter°, Idinle ball would '"*"

penetrate this eheathorbile a6 pound ball would ykr

ofcourse knock the whole thing into a cocked
hat. This pointed sheathor covering isdivided 22r
nearly its whole length by a slit three inches C
in width, affordingan opening for the discharges
of the gun. With this mouthlllte slit dividing
the sheath into ponderous jaws,and stretching
from ear to ear, the affair has the look of some
develish shark-nosed sea monster. Peering est

in at thii openiug not much is tobeseen be-
yond a few cog-wheels and a bitof mild-looking
cylinder, which, however, is the mouthpiece of on(

the centrifugal wheel, which, revolving at the
tremendioas rate of 350 times per minute.
flings outa three-ounce ball at each revolution.

The Massachnsetts folks think the machine ,

does not amount to much, its anwieldiness being

a fatal objection. If placed to command a
narrow passage, ft Might, however, do good ser-
vice. esplam_.Pickering says they will give '
it a trial' , to-day, anyhow, to test its merits.-
' Washington Star.
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The Great Eastern.

The mammoth steamship Great Eastern

Capt. Thompson, which arrived at New York
onSaturday. left Millford. Haven (England)
on the let instant, and brings ninety passen-
gers. She completed this (her second) trip
from Fngland to this country in nine days
and thirteen hours. The *sage would have
been gtikkerby about half ii-Bay but for a se-
vers pie encountered on Monday, the 6th

instenc-which compelled her to tindon her
direct Amuse for awhile. Butthe average
speed during the voyage:camas, neiterthetesa,
to have been very.nemly what she wasorigi-
nally intendedto accomplish, and what has

shearbeen expected of her by the builders.
The kdlowing table gives the distances reads
each day. The reckoning is madeupfrom the
noon of the proceeding day to that to which
the number is assigned

To Thursday nowt, 2d instant 211
Toßriday noon,3dinstant 330
To Saturday noun, 4th instant 340
To Sundaynoon, sthinstant 338
To Mondaynoon, 6th instant _344
To Tuesday noon, 7dr instant 224
To Wednwaday noon. Bth instant........32A
To Thursday. noon, 9th instant 348
ToFriday noon, 10thinstant 288
To Situ/day noon, 11th instant 344

- Theconsumption of coalduringthe passage
of the Gnat Eastern wasfrom 159to 295 tons
decalper day: - •- - -

TIETUACIEDY IN BIN LOUIS.
A citizen of St. Louis, writing toa friend in

Philadelphia about the firing of the mops upon
the mob on Fridey of Jut west, of which he was

eye witness,says:—

'"After the surrender the loyal soldiers were
4iiirs op ina line Outside of but completely mar—-
roulding the enclosure of the camp. -A portion of
.theioldiers r who had jest surrendered, composed
of drunken, lance rats, minium* -cilium, was
lulde,end-aucti Matrageous abuse I heard,
ending is the stonieg of the soldiers, so --that there
eras se alternative far the soldiers but to fire on
the crowd orrow with their arms in their band,.

hio one ,regret) more' than myself the aecanty or
&bigon the crowd, but if it had not been dose the
setae or Baltimore would hare been re-enacted in.
St. Louis."
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