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N fthat we shall wy e overt wnd
LTI v e part of the Presides
eloet Difore réwrting tr o & torno Iy

J i Lo iwwaid, howover, that e
|

Yot o

£ Prasident vloer tuve liowl sitfii
Ly tha feate ol L Sonth it Lie will atte Hapit
1o invade thelr consditaticnsl righie. DBut are
such approbien=ions of contingent danger fn the
futnre sufficicat to justity the jmmediate des-
trniction of the noblest systews of geovernment
ever devised by mortals?  Foom the v ry nn-
| ture ub s oftice, and its Ligh msporsbilities,
| L gnist pecessarly be coneervitive.  The stern
| dhuty of adminidtering the vist atd owmplicated
concerus of tis Governwent afforde fiy jtsedf

guarantec that be will not wttem any  widle-

‘ | thean of @ o el ational nzht.  Afler nil;
| bl e s priemae dhisns Al wlbed o oo ive g flioer

juit Crevertitenl. His peoviuce is it to

|!u-|l.--. Bl o i Xeonbe She lawa; wind ol w re

J | [arkalie tact in wnr Bisgory, 1t sl withe

etancding the tepusts d o flutts of the slasury

parly, noslogle net Las ovey pascd Clmgaens,

uniesd we may possibly exeopt the  Miss i
Compromise iupairivg o the slightest degiee,
the rights of the South te they property in
slaves,  And it may also be olservid, judging
from present fndications, that no possibility
Cxiats ol the passage of stich an act, by a mn-
jority of Lotk Howws, eithiee 10 thie present or
e wext s ey, umsler thess it
cumimbaioes, Wwe ought to Ge estrained from
presenut woth u by the poccepit of His who spake
W BEVOT man spoke, 1hat o enfficive
day s the evil theniof The day of evil may
| never come, unless wo shall rasbly biing it
|||Il!!'l s L es
i It bs dlleged ws one cainse foe fnams 1ate ma
AT H \ 1 ovsston thet the Southern States are de
|\r \\\l ‘L R[ESS“'E coual rights with the other Stites in the coni-
Al i 14 PR LI - mon lerritories.  But by what authosity are
these denied® Not by Congress, which hus
1 Inever passind, nud 1 Lelieve never will pass, sny

act to exciwde whavery from these Territoties;
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| and certainly nat by the Supreme Conrt, which
s soltnnly decided that slavee are property,
Laed, like'a!l other fropesty, their ownoers huve

TRESINENT OF THE UNITED STATES. |adght tn tok=thee fnto the wommon  Terrl
vories, nd Bold thean thats undir the protec

—— | vhun of the Cotstitation,
il s or 1t Sewats asp Hovse| Sofun Hin, ms Uaticnas is conooosd, the
s Tarss Virolghout  the  year | obdcction is uot o suyiking they have aliemdy
e il countey Js boon | dutie, Lut 1o what they way do herenfter. 1t
ciiy 1 iis msterial dnter- | Wi eundy be adaatted that this appeohension
: [ B s beenn exocllent, | of Ditbredangern is fin ;,;u--illrr.n e for B e
o ahimdant, aud plenty | Hate dissalution of the 1 sion. 1t i troe that
P bots the lotd, Uair commerce | ULe tesntanial legistature of Kansas, on the 23
e fes biave oen jinseuted with | OF Febrmary, T800, goid T great baste an e,
: . Tostre, sl Have sdeldind Tuie .n.ll‘ ves thie veteof the povernor, declaring that
it e ¥ | i 15 mo tstivn L tle | AIavery i and shall b, forever protilitedin
e il S bouw ever Direaetstiol & smocticly of | s Tatitory O Sueh an aet, howaver, plaialy
et tatetial prospeits s we bave done \mlﬂ,u;_ilu- vights of projerty secured by the
atiewithilis & Fers Thcknt 1o plia) Constitmion,  will syrely be declared vaid by
. the Judiciary whetever it shiall b= preseuted in

Wi i, then, 1t HLEHL GO B2 ex- | o en] fotm

el ahe Union of the State

Only thirde davd aller mwy Inaugumtion the
» of all these blessing

W Stjeeie Cutnt of the Udited States solemuly
ajiedzed that this power did not exist in s ter
ritoaial logislature You suich s Lien the
L s tlwes thet the eorrect-
Prfom s ot o stensively m
the puople, nod thi jacstion has
ey pditical conliets through-

e
e wth ke goeathog Of &1
States s ot length ja
| Ihe ditforent sovtinns of

tlee Lpivnte e now neraved nenafrst vach othier,
v loes mrrive b soo gl dresided Ly e country.  Thoss whio bave agipiilol
! tof Lis Coustry, when hustile peo-|ingn this juilgmeny of onr higkiest cvisstitn.
phical paotios. bave been dommed T have | gonst teibisnal to prgmlar acsomblics would,
foresmm Aol often forewarned iy conntry- | 3 ey condd, fnvest & lerritonial legladatire
thee now fupending | the sored pights of girog-

e | ---J.-;l\ trom th Stlisress ‘18 expirsaly for-
£ Uohsness or the terridotia

slarery froan the Teorilories, nor ¢
Ports of ditferenut States to defeat the erecy
{ e Fagitive Slave law, ALl or any of
thise evils mwight have been endared by the
skl withont danger o voe U non, a8 others
bave beun, ) dncthie hope thiat toae andreflection
might npply the n by. Wl lunuedists pertl
e mneh fom thise oadon as from

ettt that the incessanit wnd viokent ngita
thm of tue slavery stiin throw
Noath for the Iast guarter- of a ocnfy
peocdueod its malien inibueno ¢
P omspdeed them with vape

{14 L3

wilh power to ang
eriy Ihis pow

ercise Evory  State  ligislotute  in  the
Lulon Bs forlddin by its omn constitution
To exverciie WL It citnet be  exwrciend
| any Hate excopt by the people in their high
et soverelzn capaoity when framing or amend
ing their Stute constitution, Iy ke mann
it can ouly bo exercised by the people of n Ter-
| vitory eeprosented in oo couvention of e
St 1 for thi ;ur;m'-'- of Lansing ncotstitug T
h | parabtiay to sdiulssiion ns a State intothe Union,

-.pﬂ.n | Then, and not until th n,are they luvested
on the

notions |

" s il Shlin

i slavery shall or shall not exist within their
Henor w wnse of wecurity ne | fimits,  Tls b8 snoact of soverclzn anthority,

d the family altar, Thls | i ot of subondinnte territorial b glalation
iome lias givin plaie o ap- | Were it otherwise, then  indesd would the

pitw ol mevile insurredtion.  Many o { equality of the State= iu the Territories be e
Hirougbout the South retires at nighe |

of what may befall hersel aed ber | woy
+ Isctose thie murning.  Should thle ap- | ¢ opstitution, but upon the shiftiog  msjorities
maestic danger, whether renl or | of an liresponsible orinl fegisluture. Nuch
axtend mod intensily itsell until it | 4 doctrine, from its intrizeic unsoundness, can-
'1he mases of theSimthern people, | gt towk influcnee any cousideralile portion of
o will becore tnevitabile —Self pre: | gur people, mudh less can it i ool rea-
t the kst law of nature, nod lab beets | won for ndissolntion of the Union
Eoart of man by his Creator The miat palpable violations of constitution-
ol no patitionl union, | ) disty which Lave vet bevn committed consist
ings and beochits in | ju the acts of differvnt State logiclatures ta de-

contitue, if the ne- I feat the egxecution of the fogitive slave law

1y ¢ pcies be to render the homes and | It ouglit 10 b remembered. howe ver, that for
fostdes ol mearly ball the parties to |t habitu- | thege o s, neither Cupgress nor any President
<1F duwequre. Sopnoror later | can justly De held rospuotisible.

» Having leen
passed fu viclation of the Fedeml Constitution,
fatal potiod Los | they are thorefore null sod void, Al the
anild my praser to God is that | courts, both State o Hational, before whom
I wiiid prscve the Constitotion and the | the fquestion has  arleen, have fiom  the

st ks hont oll generatiuns beginaing  declared the fuzitive slave law
warning in it 4 rernove |10 Do constitutional  The singly  exception
ot b Aotk s |1 Wbt of & Siate court Ty W e

iy yenra t Sation at the A0 this Las not anly been reversed by the
erEr i 13 L, dias by | PPOPer anpellate tribooal, bot has met” with
S35 pictorial basd ills, and in- | *9ch univessal reprolation that there can b
¢ appols, were chonlated extengive | 1O daniger from it asa prevedent.  The validi-
South, of a chatacter to ex. | 0¥ 0f this law lias Leen vstnblished over and

P thie sluves . wnd, fu the Ing. | ©¥e7 bgsio by the Supreme Uourt of the Unitud
tieneral Jackson, *to stimulate the | TS with perfeot unanimity. Itis foundod
s, and produce all the horroge of | W00 80 exXpress provision of the Constitation,

le war" Tiieagitation bas ever sinee | FORIHNE that _luglutr Hlaves who esc apee from
Laied by the public press, by the gro- | *TVIce In one Btits to another shll be deliv-
[ Mateand connty couventiing, amd | €00 Up" to their masters,  Without this pro-
s crmonn and Jeotures. The time | YE0B it s a well known historical fact that the
: <iese Was beea weouplend it violent speech- Ca Ilamtlln-ln iteelf could vever buvo been wiopt-
o il neverending subjoct , atdappeals in |04 1Y the Convention. , In ote form or other
Ptk and other fotnsd, eudorsed by distin- | vnder the acts of 1763 aud 1850, Loth betug
Fames, huve bam seut forth from this | "obstantially the sawe, the fugitive slave law

' Lyobaty and spread brondeast over the | D08 been the law of the land from he davs of
Vs Washineton until the presont moment.  Here,
— ) thon, o clénr cnse B presested, fo which it wiill
P esr weald it be for the American peo- | be the duty of the next President, as it has
Linkalls He the wlavery question forever, and | Leen my own, toact with vigor in executing
@ i and hanony to this ditracte:d | this supreme law agalost the coutlicting enct-

| ments of State heginlatures.  Should be fail in
| the performones of this Ligh duty, be will they
b the Gl oot, ard all for | P8YE wanifeted a distezand of the Constity-
tave States have ever tontendid. s | tion snd Iaws, 1o the great ;n]ur)r of the people
T alone, aud petmitted o manage l!l".‘i] | of ne arly one-hialf of the States of the | IIIO.II.
©bnatitutions iu their own w4, DAUATS we Lo presume o advance that be will
tatew, they, wnd they alune, sre re. | L88 violate Lis doty * - This would Le at war

¥ : with every principle of justice and of Christian

| charity. Lot wa wait for the overt act.  The
Tagitive-glave law has becen carrled inlo execu-
o Bave Lo more vight 1 |z < <oy | tionin every contested cass sinee the commence-
vmilar fonstitations 'l‘:llltil-l.-'r»::ﬂlf-:"il-u u;:ulal“l {Mhent of ths peesent wdmiribstration ; though
Vs thicke 200d pense wid patrictic urm.-:; | often, it is to be regretted, with preat loss and
e Loonfess 1 still grestdy rely Without | 1eutivenience to the master, and with consid-
Tz aill, itis Levand the power of aty Presi. erable cxpenso to the govanwment.  Let us

5 Thwon mnst be severed. —
ILde iy comviotion that | thi
w0t yot urrived

Ty, ani thiy al s, enn o it

Al thut iz
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: before: Gial nud ths world  for the
l¥iry existing among them.  For (i th
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5, 0o matter what niay e his own political trast thit the State |:]Th‘|lllll.llﬂ will repeal their

nucstitotional Invxious enactments,
Unless this shall e done withont unnecessary
delwy, itis impossible for any humas power to

e, fo re:tore pencs and  harmouy
i ,-"‘1:“;5 Wisily Hmited aml yee
. B In Jower, under our Copstite-
Bt an Liwa #nvo the Union.
Tie, £t g ound ._:‘hf“'j:]:""ﬁ ‘:‘;‘:m’ﬂ'lﬁmi but lit- | “ 3.« Sonthern States, standing on the luds of
Y| entise .  mumentons | 4, Constitution, have  right to demand this
Fp (act of justice from the States of the North.—
. ,‘..1 s Lrings me to olsorve thiat the eloc- | Should it be refused, then the Constitution, to
{0 any one of gur fellow.citizans to the of | which all the States aie partivs, will have heen
-;«'“ ident doce not of itsclf affuad Just | willfully violsted by one portion of them in a
e @olving the Usbon.  This is wwore | Provision essntial to the domestic security and
L of the rennioder.  In that event the
Purality, and not a wnjority, of the | injured States, after baviog first used all -
“ Las resulted from tiausient and | ful and ¢ itutional to obiain 1odrees,
PR ctities, which may probably nevey | would be justificd in rovolutionary redstance
U Igmr l'! ordor to justify n resort ko | o the Government of the Cnion.
FTedstance, the Fediral Govern-| 1 have purposely coutined my remarks to
Mt b guilty of deliberate, palpa. | revoluti ¥ resistance, nee it bas been
U danzerous exercise’” of powers ot | Claimed within the last two years that any
B by the Constitution. The late presi- | State, whenever this sboll be its soversign wiil
Rrict o Srslion, however, has been beld in |and pleasure, way sccede from the Union, in
e Confunuity with jis express provisions, | accordance with the Constitution, and without

'+ Lhien, “an the reault justify a revolution | "n¥ violation of the constitutiopal rights of
1 ey Coustitution ! Jieason, | the other members of the Confederacy. That

:"”";“u.‘ brive §f s eleotion has beon llected ppi
¥ &b

b
L

' Usstroy

bidden by the Fedoal Constitution we ex- |

| intoany treaty, allisnce or confederation; grant

ds cach bovawe parties to the Union by the
vole o f it own people assembied is Gonven
tivn, a0 muiy ote of them m o retlre from the
Univtiin a similar manner Eythe vote of such 4
| ovtves i

At wdi te Justi v sonssion s i conslitution.
wlanaly vt be on the principhe that the
Calvral Governmont is o mers voluntary asco
cati vl Stitee, t be dissolval at pleasare by
ALY vie of the contracting partics. 11 this be
s, the Confderacy is a0 rope of sand, 1o e
penetrated and dissolved by the fist sdverse
wave of public opinion fu any of the States, —
In this manuer vur thirty-thive States may re-
solve themaelves into as wany petty, jarting,
argl hostile ropublics, vaoh ane retiring from
the Uslin, without soponnd Hity, whenever
any sadden exeiten bt uiehit iogel them 1o
fuch w eonrae By this pro s a0 Ueion might
bt entively twoken juto frugm uns i fow
wo lod, which cont otar foretaties wany your
ol Wil, privation, sl blood e estab bk

sach o principle is wholly ineonsi t st « i
thw history a8 woll ae the chiametor of 1 1
eral Constitution,  After it wus fraancd, wilh
the prentest deliteration sud cire, it wae wib
mitted to conventions of the peopls of too
sevoral States fur rutification,  Its peonisl La
wore discursed ut length in these Lodics, oom-
sl o the ticet men of the country.  Tre op-
pinents contendded that
fipon the Feders] Govormmient danzerons 10 Lo
e af the Stater, whilst its advocites main
tuned that under a fair constimction of the
festrument there wan no foundation for such
ppreliensions.  In that mighty strugele b
tween the first intellects of this or suy other
coantry, it never vecurted to any individual,
vither amoug it apponents or advoestes, to
issert, OF even 10 inthaste, that their efforts
were all vain lalor, v cause the moment thit
any State felt horselt nggrioved ehe wight
secedie from the Unien.  What n erushiog ar-
gnment would this bave proved against thoss
whis dieuled that the rights of the State
wonll be endangored by the Constitution. Tl
tiuth is, that it was not nntil wany years aftor
the orlgin of the Federal Government that
sk proposition was fiest advaneed. It was
| then mot aud tefuted Ly the concli-dve argu-
| ments of Geue al Jackson, who in his mes pe
of 1¥th January, 1853, transtwiiting the uulli-
Iy iug ordinance of South Carolina to Cotigrues,
etaploys the following lengange © * The right
| ol the people o asingle State to absolye them-
wives ut will, and without the cunsunt of the
other States, from thielr most solemn olilifa-
tions, and hagand tie liberty nod happines of
e mithions composing this Uniim, canngt be
acknowledged,  Suclh authority is belieyal to
b wtterly pepugnant both to the principles
upun which the General Government is consti-
tuted and o the oljects which it was expres!y
Tormed to attaln. "
0L is not pretended that any clangs inin the
| the Constitution gives conntenance to sk o
|ihvory. It s altogether foundied upon Tufer-
ence, not from any language contuived in the
|instrument itselt, but from the sovervizn chae-
netir of the several States by which it was
ratifiecd.  But is 1t boyond thie powor of 3 State,
|Hike an dudivideol, to yield o portion of i
sutvereign 1ight to secure the remuninder ! In
the langosge of Mr. Madizan, who bas Leen
aulled thebather of the Copstitution © * It wak
Turmed by tho Statas—that s, by the poople in
leach of the States, acting in thoir highest sov
erolzn capauity o and furmel consequently by
the same authoiity which lormed the state
cunstitution.”

“Nor is the Government of the Uniged
statos, creatod by the Constitution, lessn Goy-
leracoent in the stolot sonse of the term, within

the spliere of its powers, than the governments |

crented by the constitutions of the States are,
within thelr several splieres, 1t is, like them,

o foraanized into hegisintive, execotive, anl ju.

| iciary depwitments, It operates, like them,

directly om persons and things ; and, like them
it has st commaie] a p bysical force for exeon
| i the poweis comntitied to it

it conferted powers |

»  the Uocstitution would over 1w

Todk e i the discretion of each whether totbey
oE 1o fwe, avd they often declined to comply
| welh such requistion It thius e e oot
{mary, bor Gie paipos: ol rewuvivg this banrer,
Ll o onder o o o peelecs Undon,””
o esthblll o Govern ot whicl copld act di-
Irectly upon the poople, mied excctito it own
lawi: without the intunnediste sgency of the
Statss,  This bas boon seowplstiod by the
Constitution of the United States,

In ehmt, the Governmient creat « by the

Conetitation, and deriving it antlonily om |

the sovercign people o vl of e sevaral
States, has precisely the stme tight to cxercise
its power over the peopde o f Cl tiese Stat s, in
the enmuperatel cases thiat each one of Lue
pissiases over ambjects not delegatd to the
Unitald Siates bk “rcsorvod to thie Shites, rs-
pectively, or to the people
g dederat ol powers the
Al E10E 0 F o uuch A
|t ot the vonstibubion o e 5oale; aoed
w bndiog wpwt ins 1 b it bl
1 textually dne vivd thine
Thix Governtient, 11 Lot and
poweriil Government, v I bl thie st
iibiites of sawvercdgtty over Ve spovial suls
Pjerts o which e o iwnorily exten e fra-

fedts sever intended to baplant 1o its bosoam ta, " evibontly macaning the then existiog
e i wn distenotion, nor were they | Congress of the ol Confedention.

At it e tlom iy of the shsuniity of provid Without desevnading to particnlars, it may be
[bize Hr 35 s llae Qtion. 8 was not iotetidel | oy nerted, that the puwer U3 make war
by ite tie e helivs fabidc of & | pigaet n Stale Isat vatiatee with the whole
Visdonl, wiir t 1t ul the wuchanter,

wondd vosh i thin
| arl tulghey falod | o

!‘ll' wy Gt b ared of vietyiree thie stonms of ages:
Inddesdd, woll iuy L §oalige potriote of thist
ditw Bnve fndalis om0 et i government of
snch kigh powess moght viclat the rescrved
rights ot tho States, aml wis v did thoy wdopt
the rube of nostedel oapotia th e

el 1o prevent He dingee! Lot Sy s not
feawr, oo Bl they any veason tu g ite, that

interjretod

air, but i saletantisl
sle o nesi i the slow

stid eatmorated powers granted to Coog
mnl it ds oqually apg t tLat s
Bt “neceiary utd proper for carrying into ex
ecntion' woy one of these pawers S0 far from
this power baviog beeo 0 dogated to Congress,
it wan «xjpromly refised by the Conveation
whichi framed the Constitation

TCapprane, Do the procecdings of that body,
that on tie 31t of May, 1767 the clause “un.
thisdzlng an ex etion of the furceof the whole
agatiet s delinguent Sute” came ap fur con-
silenation. Sle Madiwn op, osed it o brjef
bk powerful s oceoh from which 1ehall extract
bt wwingle senience.  Heobserved @ The nse
ol furee ngnivst u State would ook more like a
declirntion of war than an intliction of punish.
et and would probably bs constidered by
the party atackd as o dissolution of all e
Vlots o aets by which it might Le bound,”

U bila ot i tie clanse was unanimonsly
Postienod, o was never again 1 believe pre
#ntal =on aiterwirds, on the Bth June,
1787, whvn juvidentaliy sdverting to the sub
Joek, hesal 0 “Any Government for the United
States, fornesl oo the supposed practicability
of tedng foee aeslnst the unconstitutional pro-
cepdings of Lhe Stater, would prove ns vision
ry nud tdlicions as the government of Con

Tich
1se is

spirit sl intentor the Constitution,  Suppse
stich o war shoull resnlt in the conquest of a
Sate, how are we to govern it atterwands?
Shoall we Biold it as o provings, and govers it
Ly despotic power * In the nature of thiogs
wo oould rot, by phyeical force, control the
witlof the poople mud compl thetn to elect
sl s il representalives to Congress, and
to perform all the ather duties depeoding upon
theic uwn volition, aod required from the free
oitzens of u fren Blate s o coustituent member
of the Cantedeiacy.

ae o guabde any State, by bos oo owat and
withuat the vopsent of Ler slates 5000s, tor ol
chunrge B peopde from all or bty of Lo Fol-
eral obligntions
Tt vay b ssked, thon, are this posple GF the
States withont redross mgadint the tavany sl
Oppression of the Foderal Government !ty ue
maanE The tight of resistanee on the pait ol
the governed agrinst the opprossion of their
overnments canncl be denied,  Itexiste inde
pendyntly of sl constitutions, and lsa been
exvrcisod ot wll periods of the world's Listory
Unifer it old governments v bedn destriyed,
and nw ons veo taken thale plwe It s
etubilicd in stiong wind express language in
|eur vwn Declamtion of budependence.  Bat
the distinction muest ever be observed, that this
i revolutiveg againat sn osfabilishisl Govern
|l.l|-'ht, il not o voluntapy secossion from it
by wirtie ol an inberent constitutionud right.
| In shioet, 1ot us look the danger fulily fo the
| face,  Secession is nedither m s less thun
revodution. It niy or §0miy not be justifia
ble revolution, but still it i3 rovolution
What, in the ttean vime, is th reeponsibility
and teve pesitian o1 the Ezoontive’ e
is bound by eolumin puths Delore G and
tha country “to taks care  thatthe Jaws
be faithfully executed,” and from this ulblign-
tiet be  cannot o alsolved e oany human
power, But whnt if the priisnes of this
duty, o whele or in pors, s leen tetibened)
impracticablie: Ty evints oo widel b douil
have exercised v owt o L v b
| tne Tauiment, B tho va e thoeagh ut the Sinte
of South Carolive, so far as tie laws of the
United States to secaire Ll pldsiznstiztion of
justice. by aseins of the Foderal Jadidiay wre
cotcertied. Al the Fodvrd officom witlin s
Himits, through whose agency alone theso laws
{ean bie enrried It o ation, have alroudy ge-
stigned.  We no Tonger lave o district Judae, n
| district attomey, or a warsiul, jo S uth Cao
| Hiua.  In fact, the whole mckinesy of the Fod
vial Government, nen mary for the distribution
Lof remedial juatice mmors thie pe ple, has boen

W

11 was intesndend to ba porpotnatod, and not

contrncting  parties.  The old articles of con
| federation wore entitled “Articles of Confeder
stion and Perpetoal Union between the States;
wod by the 100h article Bt i expressly declvred
(thnt *the actholes of this Confodoration shall

Union shull be perpetunl.”
! Lhee ustitution of the United States, having
| express roforence to thie artieles of Confederas
| tiom, recites thut it wus established  “‘in onler
to form a more perfect Unjon.™  And yet jt is
| eontenided that this “mote perfect Union™ docs
[ not include the ecsential attribute of per-
petuity.
Bat that the Union was designed to Le per-
petual appents conclusively from the nature and
extend of the powaers eonferred by the Constit
tion on the Federnl Government.  These pose-
org embrnoe the very highest attiibutes of na-
tiounl soverignty.  They place buth the sword
and the purse under its control
power to niake war, and to make pence; to mise
and support armics and navios, and to conclude
treatics with forcige governments. 1t s in-
vosted with the powee to coin mouey, and to
regulite the value there f, and to regulate
commerce with foreign nations, and among the
several States. It 18 not necessary Lo enumer-
ste the other high powers which have been con-
forred upon the Federal Government.  In order
tocarey the conmerated powers into effect, Con-
Rress possesees Lhe exclusive right to lay and
collect duties on imports, aud fn common with
the States to lay and collect all other taxes.
But the Constitution has not only conferred
these high powers upon Congress, but it has
adopted effectual means to restrain the States
from inirdi'-rhu: with their exercise. : For that
wrposs it hag, in strong probibi angunyre,
-| .I]li:’:)' declared that “‘no slnmhll enter

The preambile to

letters of marque aud reprisal ; coin money ;
emit bil's of credit ; make anything but gold
and silver coin o tender in payment of debts ;
vasa nny bill of attainder ex pot ficta law, or
aw impairing the olligation of cuntracts.'—
Moreover, “*without the cousent of Congress, no
State ehall lay any impoests or dutics on any
imports uor exports, except what may be abso
lutely neccssary for executing its inspection
Laws 3" anmd, if they exceed this amonut, the
exoess ghall bilong 1o the United States,

And “Hu Mot slinlt, witesus stee congeil of
Cougress, lay nny duty of tonnage; keep
troope, or ships ol war, in time of peace ; enter
into uny agreement or compact with another
State, or with a foreign power; or engage in
war, unless actoaliy invaded, or io such immi-
nent danger as will not sdmit of delny.””

In order stall further to secure the uninter-
mpted excreise of these ligh powers Inwt

* [ tha 25t Fobruary, 1

Congress hina |

beanaliahiod 3 mocd Bt wonid LB alt b g

with power to decillo the questios whetler | to e aunalled at the pleasure of any onie of the inipuseibiley 1o replice it

The only mets of Consress on tha slatule-
ook, benritg apon this subbect, e s of
I ot 30 Ml 1805
[ These authinioe the President, aiter he shat]
| hiave agcertained thut the muarshal with His posase

stroved, andd the vights of property in slaves | be inviolabily observed by every State, and the | eomifaias i3 unable to exetute civil er eriminnd
I depend, not upon the guarantoes of the |

| process inoany particnlar oxse, 2o call furth (e
{wdlitia and ciploy the army and navy to aid
[l B precforming this service, baving fist Ly
| Proclamation commanded the Insimgents *to
| disperse snd retire peaceably to their ry spective
aiwades, within o inoited time © This duty
mnnot by possibility  be perforined in w State
where no jodicisl authiority exists to fisne pro-
cesd, and where there is o warshal o execute
it, mnd where, even if there were guch an ¢ Jfi-
ooty the eative population would constitute one
solid combination to resdst lim

The lare enumeiation of these provisious
| prove bow lnadeguate they are without further
legizlation to overcome & nuited wppesition in
a single State, oot W speak of other States whio
may place thowselves inoa stmilar sttitade, —
Congiess alone bas power to declils whether
the prosent lawa can or cannot be amended so
ad Lo carry out niore efféctaally the oljects of
the Constitution

The same insuperable obstaclos do not lie in
the way of executing the laws {or the collection
of the custumus, The revenue still continoes
1 be collecial, na bheretofore, at the custom-
house in Chardeston; and shoulil the collector
{nnfortunately tesien, a successor may be ap-
| pointed to perform this duty

Then in recard to the property of the United
States io South Carolina. This has beon pur-
chnsed for s faic equivalent, by the consent of
the legislature of the State," " “for the crection
of forts, mmgmzaws, arscuals,’” &2, and over
these the anthority *to exerci-s exclusive ligis-
iation"’ has been expressly granted by the Con-
stitation to Cougress. 1t s not believed that
any attenpt wiil Le made to expel the United
States from this property by force; but if jn
this T should prove ts be mwistaken, the officer
in command of the furts Las received orden to
nct strictly on the defensive.  In guch n contin-
gency, the responsibility for couscquences
would rightfully rest upon the heads of the as-
mauilants.

Apart from the execution of the laws, so far
e thia may be practicable, she Baouuilve Las
no authonty to deciae what shall be the rela-
tions between the Federal Government and
Sonth Carolina.  He bas been invested with no
euch discretion.  He possesses no power to
chavge the relations heretofore existing letween
them, miuch less to acknowledge the independ-
ence of that Siate.  This would be to invest
mere Executive oflicer with the power of re-
o tho dissolution of the Confederncy

State interposition, it is provided *‘thac this
Constitution and the lnws of the United States
which shall be made in pursuance thervofl ; and
all treaties made, or which shull be made, ua-
der the anthority of the United States, shall hs
the supreme Iaw of the land ; ond the judges
In every State sball be bound thereby, anything
in the Constitution or laws of any Mate to the
contr nobwithstanding. "

'!bewualemn sanction of religion has been

peradded to the obligations of official duty,
and all tors and representatives of the
United Stutes, nll members of State lesislatures,
and ull executive and judicial officers, “both of
the United States aud of the several Siates,
shall be bound by outh or efiinmation to sup-
port this Constitution.”*
1n order to carry into efl.ct these powers,
the Constitution Lns established s perfect Gov-
eroment in all its forms, Legishative, Execu-
tive, and Judicial ; and this Government, to
the extent of its powers, acts directly vpon the
individual citizens of every Siate, and exe-
cutes its own deorees by the agency of its own
officers.  In this respect it differs enticely from
the Government noder the old Confederation,
waich was confined to making requisitions on
the States In their sovereign chamcter. This

among our thirty-thres sovereizn States, Tt
Iwars uo resemblance to the recoguition of
foredgn de faclo goversment, involving no sach
respousibility.  Any attempt to do this woulid,
ot Lis part, be n naked uct of usurpation. It
I8, therefore, wy duty to sulunit to Congress
the whole question in ol its bearings,  The
cuutre ol events is so mpidly hastening for-
wand, that the emergency way soon aziss, when
you may be called upon to decide the momen

tous quustion whether you possess the power,
by force ot nrms, to compel a State to remain
in the Uniin. I shoald feel mysoli recreant to
niy duty were I not to express an opinion ou
this important subject.

The guestion fairly stated is: [Ias the Consti

tution defeguterd toCongress the power to cocree
a State nto submision which is attempting to
withidtaw or lins actually withdmwn from the
Uonlederncy * 1 answered fn the affirmative,
it must be on the prineiple that the power las
conferved upon Congress to declare and to
mike wir agninst a State.  After much serions
reflection 1 bave arrived at the copclusion that
no gueh power has boen delegated to Cogress or
to any other department of the Federal Govern

ment. It is manifest, upon an of the
Constitat

. e mems Sl We BRT Weeh Beeky BlLa @, eoguun O
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Inn, that this is not among the specific

| wise tir exeriise it under existing circnmstan-

Ity it possesesd of this power, would it be

et dbe ol jet would doubtless be to pre-
| erve the Unfon.  War wonld not ooy present
Hie ot eltectionl means of destroying it; but
wontid ik all hope of its peaccable recon-
stirtion Msidis, in the fraterusd conflict o
Vot amimsount of Blosd snd treastre would be
pa il penderiog future reconcilintion: be
teen toe States impossitle.  Tn the menn
whoean forotell what would be the sut-
atdl privati m of the people during its
nea '

The fict s, that onr Voioa rests upon pablie
opfsi snd v weser be cementoed by the
Blood o F te civimene shied dn civil war  If it
ot Live in e atlestions of the peaple, it
must one day perth. Congress
meny means of preserviog it by coneilistion :
bt the sword was not placed fn thelr hands to
preserve it by furce

Bt may T be permitted slemnly to invoke
my countrymen to pagse aad deliberate, e
fore they determine to destroy this. the grand-
wst temple which haa ever been dodicated to
human frecdom since the worhlbecan * 1t has
beevti conBecrale ] by the Blood of ovar fathers,

grojerty in wlaves in the States where 1t now
exists or may hercaftor exist,

2 The duty of peotectiag this right in all
the common tercitories thnghout theis b
ritotial existince, and until 1, y thall te al
milted as States fato the Ubion, il «r with
otit slavery, as their o mittutions may pie
seribe.

3 A like recognition of the riglt of the
master to have his slave, who b escaped from
une State to another, restorsd and “deliverad
up” e kit weelof the vadidiny of the fugitive
stave Law emiclod £3 this purpose, togetber
with o declaration that all State Liws |y ng
or defenting this right are vielitions of the
Coustitution, and ste ocon opentiv aull and
yolid.

It may Lo obfectod that tiis fonst oot
the Constitation hus already beon setthod by the
Supreme Court of the 17ustod States, aed wihnt
e ought to be roquired.  Tur auswor s,
that n very large proportion of the peuple
thy United States 111l & ntest the o rrocluess ot
this decision, and nevor will conee from agia
tion and adit its binding force uns
established by the people of the goen
in thiir sovereign chidracter. Saol an
tory niendment would, (¢
termwinate thy existing disse
price ard barmony among the S0

It woght not b b d bt snch an ape
pral b the abitrayment cotabloled Ly the
Contitotion itself would be reovive L with favor
by all the States of tae Couflerscy  Iu any
evrit it cught tr be teled g o spint of ool
liation befote auy of those States shull o pmrats
thetselves from the Unlon

When I euterid apon the duticsof te Piesi
dentinl office, the wrpeot of npeither wur for-
ehn nor domes b aflalos wae al 2l o otifs iy
We wete Invulvel In dasgerens complicstions
with several natione, awd two of ooz Ferzitories
were in aatale of revolation again the Govera
mic it
A restomation of the Ao slave trade had
numerous aod poweful wlvecates  Dolawfol
military expeditions weie countenancml by
mary of our clilzne, and were sufersd, in de-
fiance of the «furts of the Goveinment,
cap from var shores, for the pusg
§rir war npon tho unollvndiog
boring republics with whom woe w

In sddition to theses and othiog
experivnend’ & revoldon in wonetuy
soon ufter my sdvent to
s=vurity aud of minoas ¢
great interests of tho conaty
& retrospect of what was shen our
and contrust this with its meaterial poospenity
the time of the late Preslilential election, we
bave abuudant reason o rotam cur giateful
thanks to that merife! Providenes shich has
never forstken g wen nation bo s! ovr past
tria's

OUR FORKIGN RELATION
GREAT BRITALS
Wir refations with Groat Britein are of the
most friendly character  Sinee tie commetige-
mint of my sdhininistration, the two dangerous
gquestions, arbsiog from the Clayton and Balwer
traty and from the vizht of coarch daimed by
the British govervmoent, Love Leen sliosbiy

by the glorics of the past, and by the hopes of
the fistnze  The Uniou, has alieady maile bs
the st prosperons, und, ere long, will, 1t
prreseroed, render us the most powertal pation
on this faen of the carth,  Tn every foreign re-
gion of tae zlobe the title of American eltizin
Is Liekil in the Wighot respect, aml when pro-
neraneed s fordign land it estses the hearts
of our eotntrymwen to swell with honest piide

Burely when wo reach the brink of the yawn-
Ing nhyss shall vecail with horror from the
‘st tatal plunze By such a dread catasiro-
phe the bojes of the fridemds of freedom
thioughont the world would bs destroyed, and
a long night of despotism would enshroml the
pations. (o example for more than eighty
soars wonbd not only be lest; but would be

prntad md o conelnsive proof that man is undit
for sl @rvornment. .

iUis it cvery wrong—nay, itis not every
grevions wrong—which ¢ jostify o resort tu
such w fearfol witernative.  This qught o be
e ot dosperale remedy of n defpairing peo
ple. atter every othor constitntional means of
concilintion had beea exhausted. We should
re thoct that under this free government there
1 s incessant el nud flow in pablic opinion
The slavery question, like everything human,
will have its day. 1 firmnly belleve that it has
aleeady reached and pussed the culminstiog
point. But if, in the midst of the existiog ex
citement, the Union shall perish, the evil may
then become icrcparable.  Congress can cou.
tribate much to avert it by proposivg and re-
comuetding to the Legislatares of the several
States the remedy fur existing evils, which the
Constitation s itself provided for its own pre-
servntion. This has beea tried at diferent criti-
cal periods of our bistory, and alwnys with
vminent suecess. 1t §s to ba foond in the fifth
article providing for its own amendment. —
Uader this article nmendments bave been pro-
posed by two-thirds of buth Houzes of Congress
ardd have been * ratified by the Legislatures
uf three fourths of the several States,” and
cotscquently bocome parts of the Constitution,
To this process the coantry s indebted for the
se prohibiting Congress from passing any
Iaw respecting the establishment of roligion, or
abridging the treedom of speech or of the
presc e of the right of petition.  To this we
are aleo indebted for the Bill of Rights whick
secures the prn{-lo against any abuse of power
by the Federal Government. Such wors the
apprehensiong justly entertained by the friends
of States rights at that period ns 1o have ren-
dered it extremely doubtful whether the Cone
stitutioneonid have long survived without these
ametndments,

Agnin, the Constitution was amended by the
sime process afeer the election of t
defferson by the Honse of Beprescotatives, in
Fetruary, 1305, This smendment was jeader-
el neasary o provent s recurrence of the
danzers which hnd serionsly threatened the
existence of the Government during the pon-
dency of that election.  The article for it; own

fment was intended to the amicabl
adjustment of contlictivg constitutional ques-
tivns like the present, which might arise be-
tween the goverumeats sf thy Suies and that
ot we Uuted States.  'This appoars from eon-
temporaneans history,

In this connection, T shall merely call atten-
tion to & fow sent, in Mr. Madison’s justly-
celebirated repurt, in 1799, to the legislat f

and bosorbiy aljusted

Pl disconelanit cotistr
nnll Bujwer treaty Loty
i uts, which at difleren ricats of the Jiseus
sion, bore o threatening aspect, hive resulted
in wtinal settlemient wntiiely saticfuciury 1y this
Government  Inoany annoal messace | inform-
el Congres that the Buitish goveroment with
the republica of Honduras and Nicarneua, in
pursuance of the understand: iwen the
two governments. 14 s nevertle less cont lont
Iy expected that this good work will e1e be ac-
complished.”” This contilent expootation hes
#iuce been fulfilled.  Tler Britanic M ijesty con-
clnded a treaty with Houdorag «ochie 2hth No-
vewber, 1554, and with Nicaragus o the 25th
Angzust, 1860, ivguishing the M sty prros
tuctomate.  Desiles by the formir, the Bay
Istunds are tecogoizsd ws & part 0 the repubilbs
of Hodwas, It mway b otsorved that the
stipulations of these 1 i couform In every
Impatant partionlar ot dus ite dop-
o) by the Sesate wl the Usited Sates w0 the
treaty cunchuded at London on tue Path of
Oltuber, 1858, betwoen the two @ svraments
It will be rocollectid thut this Tty was tebset
ed by the Brithsh government bocse ol s oh-
jection to the jast and important woien o nt
ol the Senate th the artich: relatiog o lastun
il the other islassds in the Pis of Heogduras

1t must be & sotinee 0f sincers siti<neting Lo
Wl classes of our fellowscitizcne, wud eipecially
0 thicse engaged in foreign commorce, that thy
vinlm o the part of Gireat Bojtaln, iy 1o
vinit and search American werchiant vesels on
the high soas in time o1 peace, bes oot aban-
doned. This was by fir the most dangercos
question to the peace of the twa connties which
Lins existed since the war of 1512 Whilst
it remained open, they might ut sny moment
bave bsen precipitated iuto a war, This was
rendered manifest by the exasperatol stite of
public ferling thronghout vur cutice conntry,
produced by the forcible search of Amerfosn
merchant vessels by Dritish ernleors on the
const of Cubm, in the spring of 1808, The Ame.
rican people hailed wiith general acciaim  the
orders of the Secretary of the Nowvy to om
paval force in the Gulf of Mexico, *to protoct
all vessels of the United States on the high
seas from search or detention by the vessels oi-
war of any other nation

Theso orders mizht Lbave prodocad an imme
diate collision between the uaval furo-sof the
two conntrics. This was most fortanately pre.
vented by an appeal to the justice of G reat
Britaln and to the Liw of nations as exponnded
by ber own most emlacnt jaris

The only question of any importance which
#till remauns open is the disputo | title Lotween
the two goveruments to the island of San Juan,
in the vicinity of Washington Territory. A<
thiis question is still under negotiation, 1t is not
deemed advisable at the prosent moment o
make any vther allusion to the sulicce

The recent visitof the Prinee of Wales, in
private character, to the people of this country,
bas proved to be n most anspicions event, o
its consequences, it cantot (il to nercase the
kindred and Kindly tvelings which [ tenst may
ever actuate the government smid peopls of
buth countries in their political and social in-
terouurse with vach other,

FRARCE.
With France, onr nncient and powerfyl ally,

Lon ol the  ayton
4 the two given

[+
Virginia  In this he ably and conclusively
defended the rewintions of the ph:-—din‘
legislature ngaiust the strictures of I
cther State legislaturcs. These wete maiuly
founded upon the protest of the Virginia legis-
lature againgt the “Allen and Sedition Acts,”
ns palpable wid alarming fractions of the
Constitation.”  In pointing out the peaceful
and constitntional remedies, and Le referred to
noty other, to which the States were anthori
2edd to resort, oo such occasions, e conclades
by saying, “‘that the legislatures of the States
might huve made a direct representation to
Cougress with a view to obtain the
of the two offensive acts, or they might have
represential to their respective Scnatur in Con-
gresa thefr wish that two-thirds thereof would
proposs an explaon amendment to theCon-
stitution, or two lhla nlh;lhn?;lm.i( such
had been theie option, might, by an applics-
tion o c:mgrw,phne obtained a convention
for the same ohject.”
This is the very course which T earnestly re-
commend in order to obtainan * tory
amendment’” nf.r;:lr Co:lﬂmnmm '&’0::-
#ul ject slavery. might -
gle{a or the State as may be deem-
ed most advisnble to attain the object.
The explapat amendment might ba con-
tined to the final settlement of the tme con-

yAies Sul.esl.

struction of the Constitution on three special
ts :
p"ll'.l.&n express recogmition of the 1i;l;ll

our relati tinne 10 be of the most friend-
Iy character. A decision bas g0 sitly been
made by & French judictal wlbuusl, with ths
approbation  of he Imporial G wWertiment,
which canpot fall to foster the wntiments of
mutoal regard that bave =0 lons oxisted Lig-
;wun the two countries  Frler (he Freueh
AW DO person Can serve in thearmies of Fra
unless he be a Fronch eitizog
The law of France recogniafos the natoral
right of expatriation, it follows s A pecessary
conpequence that a Frenchman, by (le faet of
having become n citien of the Tnited Ktates,
baw changed Lis allegiance and has lost his na.
tive character. He cannot, therefore, b com-
pelled to serve In the Frouch armics in cawe e
thould return to his vative countre.  Thess
mclu were anoounced in 1832 by the
Minister of War, and in fwo Iute [T
have been contirmed by the French Judiciary,
In these, two natives of France lave been dis.
ﬂlﬂﬁ‘:lﬂl the French army, becavse they
bad e American citizrus * To employ the
of our preseat Minister to Friaview,
who has rendered good servics un this
1 do not think our French naturalized tellow
citizens will hereafter expericnce moch aunor .
ance on this subject.”" T venture to D"‘h‘lél
that the time is not for distant when the other
continental powers will alopt (ke tamn wise
and just which hag dine 3 mack honor
to the government of the Emperor.
llq:vut. our Government is bound to pro-
tect the righta of our nataralized citizens every-

. ..
N LERullviils JdRoluli- Dremieracy. — dhalton
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