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Speech of Wi, 1L Seward,

In the L. S Senaie, Felirnary 20, 1500,

Mr. Presudeut, the adwission of Kansas
into the Univn, without turther delay,
géems 10 e ey wily veeessary, jost, and
wise.  ln reconaad debates, 1 havg already
anticipaicd the arguuwcils lur ths conciu-
Eion. _
1o esming forward smong the politieal
.,"01.‘5-:-:‘_\ it #Lall be un veror of Jud
ment, aud not of dispasiting, if my wnter-
pretation of ihe fovensh dreams which are
disturbing the country .N“'l teud 1o fo-
ment, 1ails than to allay, the nationel
excitement. I =hall say nothiug utineees.
sanily of persovs, beeauss, 1u our systcm,
the public weilare aud happiness dopeud
chicfly on anstituiivns, sud very little bn
men. 1 oshail allade but brnefly to snei-
dental topies, beciuse they are epliomeral,
aud because, even in the widst ol apposs
to passion asd to projudics, B aiways
gafe to subout solid 1ruth to thedeliberate
cotgiderativn of an bueuest aud eulightencd
Pt.'ll[-ll.'. )

It will be an overflowing source of
shame, as weil as uf surrow, if we, tharty

miliions— Buropeans by extraction, Mmer-

icaus by bicth aud discipiine, aud l‘l.n_--—

tisns 1o fuith, cud wcaniog o be sdoi 0

Y 1' lj ne
1
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practice—cay uutl =0 cowl
with bhumamity, i our <on
the guo disturbing suljoct of =avery,
BOL OUly 10 preserse OUr utiogie
tutions of feecdum, but alsa e
benclits with contebiment

Wherever & guiliiess slave gxists, be he
Caucasian, Americut, Malay, or Alviean,
he s the sutj et of two distinet wod oppi-
site idcas—one that be i3 wroagly, the
other that be 1z nighdy, & slave.  Toe
balapes of sumbers on enther side, how-
ever grest, never comtiplels
this dilference of opivion, tor theve are &b
Ways silue defevders ol Elavery autside,
even if there dre noue tuside, of 3 frew
re are alwags ouat=tide,
sul every Blave Niate,

w 0%

ly cxninguisins

State, while alsuo t!
il thereare uot 1u:
many who assert, with Milton, that “uo
mwan who kuows aught can be =0 stupid to
deuy thatall men naturally woreborn free,

being the image sud resemblavee of tand
bhimsclf, and were by prisiloge nbove all
the creatures; born tu eommsnd and not

to obey.” It often, perliaps generally,
bappeus, _la-.rwcv--;, that, 1n eonstdertiue the
subject of slavery, socicty ssems (0 over-
Jook the vatural righi or personal interes:
of the slave himscli, aud to act cxelusively
for the welfure of the i
fact docs nut m ;:.Iulf}' affcer wliimaz
sults, for the elemiutary acstiom
rightfulucss or wrongfilness of Sluvery in-
beres 1a every forw thit discusson con.
ceruivg it sssumes.  What s just to one
class of men, can never be njunious thany
other; and what is unjust 1o any coudition
of persous 1o State, 1 neeessanily fnjuri-
ous in some degree to the whole eamimus
uity. )

An ccg\namit‘:li queshion :r'.:. arises gnt
of the subjuct of stavers—.abor, witlicr ol
freemen ot of slaves, 15 the cardinal oe
cessity of society. Some States eliouse
the ooe kind, some the orker.  lencerwo
muonicipal sysiews, widdly dilorens,
The slave State strikes duwn and ail
to extinguish the personaliy of latsor-
er, not ouly as a member of th
body, but also as a parcut
meighbor, or fricud. \Ii::
a political view, merely propecty, without
moral capacity, sud withoutdumestic, wor-
al, aud social relations; duties, rights, snd
remedies—a chattel, au objoet of bargain,
sale, gift, inberitunce, or theft.  His cura-
ings wre compensated, aund his wrongs
atoved, not to bimselr, but to Lis owger.
The State protects not the slave as 3 man,
but the capital of another man, which he
represents. (o the other band, the State
which rejeets slavery cucourages and ani-
mates and invigorates the laburer [u-\' main-
tainiog and develiping bis oatural person-
ality 10 all the nghts and fuculties of
manhood, and generally with the privileg-
as of citizenship. In the one cuse, capinal
iovested in slaves becowmes u great politi-
cal f-Jrc.:; while o the othor, iablr, thus
elevated apd enfranchised, becomes the
dominating political power,
pevs that we may, for cosvenicnce' sake,
and not insceurately, call slave Stares,
capital States; aud free States, labor
Brates.

So soon as a State feels the impalses of
commeree, or enterprise, or ambition, its
eitizens bogin to study the effocts of these
systems of capital aud lsbor respectively
on its intelligeuce, its virtae, its tranguilli-
ty, its integrity or unity, its defence, its
prosperity, its liberty, 18 bdppinoss, its
agerandizement, and its fame,  In other
words, the great question arrises, whether
slavery is a moral, soenal, and politicsl
good, or a moral, sacial, and political evil?
This isthe slavery question at home.  But
there is 8 mutaal boad of amity and broth-
erhood hetween man wnd man throughowt
the world.  Nativus examine [.'v:.‘:i the
political system of each atber, snd of ali
preceding times, and, acemrdingly s they
approve or disapprove of the 1o systems
of eapital and labor respecticely, they
sanotion and prosecute, or condemn and
prohibit, commeres v men.  Thus, in sue
way or in ancther, the slavery question,
which s0 many among us, who are mory
willing to rule than paticut in studying
the eanditions of socicty, think 15 a merely
accidental or uuneccssary question, that
might and ouglt to be setiled and dismiss.
ed at onee, is, on the eontrary, a world-
wide and t‘l:h!uring yql'j et of p--iilir_‘n] con-

itical
and, child,

lius becowmes; 1a

ty contin:

out beeause the progress of soel

. Thej even adjusted it 5o that it mighe
h_“!' given us much less than our ;-.:eu' ut
li""I'I"liﬂ. bad not cireumstanees afterwards
Geodired which they, wise au they were,

had not elearly forescen.  Although they took eounsel from prudence, and enfurecd
badiokerized, yet they generally eoudemn- - a settlement which bas proved to be not a
ed, the practice of slavery, sul boped for final oue; and which, s is now =een,
its discoutivuanee.  They exprossed this practically loft open all the great politieal
when they asserted, in the Dreeluration of fsenes whish were involved,  Missouri sud
ludcpendoner, a8 4 funduwental prineiple  Arkansas were admitted as capital States,
of American soeicty, that all men are ere- while labor obtained, us a resersation, the
ated cqual, and have inalicouble rights to abridged but yet comprebiensive Geld of
life, liberty, and the pursuit of bappiness. Kavsas and Nebrasha. >
Ilach State, however, rederved toitsell ex-,  Now, when the present conditions of
clusive political power aver thie snbject of the various parts of the Louisianian Terri-
slavery within itsownborders.  Nevorthie- tory are observed, and wo seo that eupital
less, it wnavoidsbly presented itself in reains undisputed pessession of what it
their eousultations on a boud of Federal then obtained, while labor is convulsing
Uunion.  The new Governmeat was to be | the country with so hard and so prolenged
# ropresentative ooe.  Slaves were eapital a strugsle to regain the lost --iuivd--ut
in sume Srates, in others capita]l bad uo which was then guarastied toit under cir-
investments in labor.  Should those slaves  cumstanees of so great solemuity, we may
be represented as capital or as persons, or  well desire not to be undeccived if the
should they not be represented or taxed at - Missouri compromise was indeed unueees-
all?  The fathers disagreed, debated long, | sarily aceepted by the free States, ivflu-
and compromised at last.  Each Srate, enced by exaggerations of the dangers of
they detecmined, shall have two Senators | disunion.  The Missouri debate disclosed
in Uongrese.  Three-fifths of the slaves troths of great moment for ulterior uee s
hiall be elsewhere reprisented and be tax First. That it 15 easy 10 eombine the capi-
ol as persons.  What should be dove if talSiaies indefence of even esternal interests,
the slive -L-nui:lu.:-cu]h- into a labor State ¥ | While it 5 hard 0 unite the labor States in a
Should thut State confess him to be a SOMUOR policy. -

w | _ : Reeond,  ‘That the labar States have n naty-
ehattel, aud restore hit as such, or wight ' r Lvatiy 10 the Union, while the cay
it regard him as o person, and barbor and | Staes have a namesl facility for alarmine
protect himasa man'? They sompromised | that loyalty by theeatenma disinion,
a, agd deerled that ue person held to ! Third. That the eapiral Suatesdo nol prae-
latior ar strvice. in’ one State Ly the faws | USAE HSUngUIh erween fegnimare and eon-
thereof, eseaping into another, shall, by | SHUHURAl FEuNARCE 10 The extension o

! r TF ey an minen Territories of the Paion,
auy law or regulation of that State, be dis | 5u0 aneonstitationit aeeiession inst sla-
ciarg'd from soch labor of service, but very estavlished by lucal faws 1o the capital
shail be delivered up ou clum ta the pur-  Siites,
son to whoem such labur or serviee shiail be The early politieal parties were orga-
dan wiged without referetice 1o slavery. Dut

Free laborers would immigrate, and since 1820, European questions bhave left
sluves wizht be tmported juto the States. us practically uoeonecrved. There bas
Iy fathers agrecd thut Congress may es~  boon a great inerease of invention, miting,
tablish uuitorm laws of wataralization, aud  manufacturs, and cultivation.  Steam, vu
it might lir--iuif-l! the mportativn of pir- land anud on wate i ||:L'-11‘.lu'lix:l}u] Colnmeree
sous after ISUS. Comwmusities o the | The press and the telegraph have obuined
Suuthwest, detached lrom the Southern | prodigious activity, aod the social doter- |
Stales, were growing up i the gractice of | eourse Lbetween the Siates nnd their eiti-
slavery, to be eapital States.  Now States | zens bhas been immeasurably inereased;
would soon grow up 1o the Northwest, | und eonscquently, their mutual relations
while as vet capital stoud aloof, and labor | affieting sluvery have been, for wany
had wot afied the axe to begin there it= | years, subjects of earnest and often exeited
enidless but benchecut task.  The furbers discussions. 1t isin my way only to show
suthogod Congress to wake all needful  bow such disputes bave operated on the
ruies wnd pegulations eonecruiog the man- | course of political events—nut to re.open
agemeut aud disposition of the public | them for argument here.  There was a
lapds, sud to adoit pew Suites.  So the  slave 1usgrrecnion in Virginia.  Virginia
Constitution, while it does not disturb or | and Kentucky debated, aud to the great
affect the system of eapital in slaves, exis. =sorrow of the free States rejeeted, the sys.
ting in any Scate under its own laws, does, tem of voluntary labor.  The Colonizaiivn

At the same lime, reenguise exery humsn Soewly was o stublished . with mueh favor
Seing, when withia any exclusive sphere 1o the eapital States. l':.u;uu".} ation soei
of Federal jurisdistivn, uot us eapitai, but | eties arose in the free Srates.  Sonth Cur-
olina instituted proceedings to nuliify ob-

What was the action of the fathers in { noxicus Federsl revenue laws.  The eapi-
Congress 7 Theypadmitted the new States | tal States compluined of esurts and Logie-
oF the mouthwest as eupital States, bocyuse | litares o the lubor States for interproting
it was practicully impossible to db ether- the ¢onstitutionul provision for the surren-
wise, sud by the ordivance of 1757, con.  der of fogitives [iom service 8o gs to treat
firmen an 1730, they provided for the or- | them s persous, and wot property, and
gauization and sdwis<ion of only labor | they discriminated against colored persons
States in the Northwest. They directed | of the labor Stutes, when they enme to the
fugitives fiow serviee to be restored, not | eapital States,  They denied, in Congress,
e chattols, but as porsons. They award- | the right of petition, and cmbarrsssed or
pd tatuprabzaiion o imirrant froe laborers, | denied freedom of debuto the sub.
atid they prolibuted the trade o African  jees of slavery.  Presses, which undertook
labor.  Tlhis ll.-‘- sition of the whole sul- | the defenee of the labor svelem in the cape
Joet was an barmouy with the eondition of | iral States, were, suppressed by vicleneo;
swiety, und iu the wain with the spirit of | and even iu the labur States, pablic assem-
the age.  The soven Northern States con- | blieg, conveued to emsider slavery ques-
tentedly beesme lsbor States by theirown tions, were dispersed by mobs sympathiz.
The six Southern Stetes, withoqual | dog with theeapital States

The Wihig pairty, being generally an
| opposition party, practicsd some furboar-

‘{l'.'
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n ool sih-

theo
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on

ucks,
travduility sud by theirowndetermination,
remaitucd espital States

The ciream=tances which the futhersdid | nuce toward the interest of Jaber,
uot ciearly furesco wors two, nawely : the | Demoeratio purty, not without demonstra
reinvigorition of slavery consequent on the | tions of disseut, was generally found sus
ineressed eansumption of estton, and the | taining the poliey of cupital. A disposi-
extension of the oational dimain geress | tion towards the removal of slasery from
the Mississippi; and these orevurred befure | the presence of the natiopal Capital, ap-
1520, The Seate of Louisiann, Hormed on | peared in the Distriot of Columbia.  Mr.
a slaveholding Freueh settlement, within | Van  Buren, a Demoeratic  Presilent,
the wewly-acquired Louisiana Territory, | launched a prospective veto agsinst the
Liad then alresdy been admitied ioto the | anticipated measure. A Demoeratiec Con-
Usion.  There yet remained, however, a | gress brought Texas into the Uuion, stip-
vast region which ineluded Arkausas and | uiating practically for its fatare re-organi-
Missouri, together with the then unoeeu- zation in four Slave Siates.  Miexico was
pied aud even unpamed Kansas and Ne- ineensod. Warensued. The labor States
Lraska, Ariansas aslavebolding commu. | acked that the Mexiean law of liberty,
wity, was nearly reedy toapply, and Mis. | which coverced the Territories brooght in
souri, another such Territory, wasactually | by the treaty of peace, might remain and
applyieg for admizsivn into the Fedoral | be coufirmed.  “The Democratie party re-
Uuiom.  The existing capital States secou- | fused.  The Missouri debate of 1820 re.
ded theseapplications, and elaimod that the | eurred now, under circumstances of heat
whole Louisianisn Territory was right- | and excitement, in relation to these con- |

tivn of future siive States. The Jabor lest the oumber of new eapital States
States maiatained that Congress had eu- | might become so great as to enable that |
preme :u,__‘dm"i\'t‘ power withia ﬂn:-iv-:];:in, | class of States to dictate the whole p:l]il'}
and eouid aud ought to cxclude slavery of the Government, aud, in case of cou-
there. The question thes oprned was ope | stitutions! resistance, then to form a new
which reluted not at all to slavery in the | slaveholding confederacy around the Gulf
existing cupital States. It was purcly and | of Mexico. By this rime, tha eapital
ply 3 national question, whetbicr the States sermed to have become fixed in o
vommon iuterest of the whole Republic | determination that the Federal Govern.
required that Arkansas, Missouri, Kaysas, | meot, and even the [labar States, shonld
and Nebraska, should beecome eapital | recoguize their slaves, though outside of |
States, with all the evils and daogers of the slave States, and within the Territor-
slavery, or be labor States, with all the | ics of the United States, as property of
sreurity, bencfits, and blessings of freedom. | which the master eould not be in any way
Ou the decision was suspended the ques- | or by any authority divested; and the la-
tion, as we thought, whethier ultimately ' bor States, baviog become now more os-
the wuterior of this new continent should scutially Democratic than ever before, by
be an asylum for the oppressed and the resson of the great developement of free
exile; coming year after year and age after ' labor, more firmly than ever insisted on
age, voluntarily from every other eivilized the constitutional doetrise that slaves,
lnnd, as well as for the childeen of misfor- | voluntarily carried by their masters into
tune in our own, or whether, through the  the common Territorics, or into lubor
renewal of the African slave trade, those | States, are persons—men.
magnificent and luxuriant regiovs should |  Under the auspicious iuflacness of a
be surrendered to the control of capital, Whig suceess, California and New Mexico
wringing out the fruits of theearth through | appearcd before Congress as labor States.
the impoverishing toil of negro slaves. | The capital States refused to conseat to
That question of 1820 was identically | their admissionioto the Union ; and again
the question of 1560, co far as principle, ' threats of dizunion earried terror and eon. |
atid even the field of its applieation, was | sternation thronghout the land.  Awother |
coveartied.  Frery clement of the cantro- | compromise was made Specific coaet- |
Viersy now present, entered it then—the | ments admitted California aga labor State,
rightfalocss or the wronzfulness of slavery; | aud remanded New Mexico and Utab to

#ideration snd civil administration. Men, | its cffvcts, prosent and futare; the coneti- | remain Territories, with the right to ehioose | time, the Democratie party, advancing by surprise, aud which its reason and con-
and nations, entertain it, not voluntarily, tutional suthority of Uongrees; theelaime freedom or slavery when ripeved iato ! from the ground of popular sovreignty us | Eciense, coneurring with the resson ll:ulI

of the States, and of their eitizons; the States, while they gave new remedies for

ually brings it into their way. They di- nature of the Foderal Union, whether itis | the recaption of fugitives from service, | of 1787, now stands cn the position ‘that |
¥ide upon 1t, not perversely, but beeauss, # eompact botween the States, or un jnde. | and abolished the open slave-market in the | both Territorial Governmeuts and Con- | the Demooratie party and the Repub
owing to differences of eonstitution, eandi- pendent Government; the springs of its | District of Colombia. These new enact- ress are ingompotent to legislate against  pariy.
tion, or eireumstances, they can not agree  powers, and the ligatures upon their exer- | ments, collated with the existing statutes, | slavery in the Territories, while thay are therefore, justly and even pecessarily ¢
The fatbers of the Republic encouutered cise, All these were discussed with zeal namely, the ordivanse of 1787, the Mis- | not only competent, but are obliged, when | amined.

and ability which Lave never been sur- | souri prohibitory law of 1820, and the ar-
pussed.  History telis us, | know not how | ticles of Toxas annexation, disposed by l“‘
tro'y, that the Unicn recled under the ve- | of the subject of slavery in all the 'l'crriluhl
bomeace of that groatdebate.  Patniotisin " rics of the Usited Etates. Aud s0 the

tion there.

compromise of 1SH0 was pronousced a battery of the Supreme Coutt, us of it
full, Goal, absolute, and comprebensve wore possibly 0 true eonstruction of the
settlement of all existiug sud all possible  Constitution, that the power of deciding
disputes eonceruing slavery under the Fed-  pructically for ever botwoen frecdom and
eral authority. The two great partics, slavery in a portion of the eontinent fur
fearful for the Union, struek bands inma- exoceding all that is vet organized, should
king and in presenting this as an adjust- be repowveed by Congress, whieh alone
meut, never afterwards to be opened, dis- | possessex any | gisiative authonty, asd
turbed, or even questioned, and the prople  shomid be sssumed sud exercised by a
aceepted it by majorities unkuown before.  court which can only take cozniziuce of
The vew ['resilent, chosen over ao illus. | the great question esllaterally, in a pri-
trious rival, aoeguivoeally on the pround vate amction  between iudividoals, and
of griater ability, even if not morereliable | which aetion the Constitation will not sul-

! purpose, to maintain the new treaty iuvio- | for the court to entertain, if i involves

late, mude haste to justify this expectution | twenty dollars of mouney, wirhout the over
when Congriss assewblal. He said : miling intervention of a jury of twelve
“When the grave shall have elosed averall | good aud lawlul men of the aetghborkoad
who are nuw endedvoring to meet the obliga- | whers the litigation arises! The inds
[ ! c '
tens of duty, '.h‘z- verr 1560 will be recurred ;-[-n-!e':f. ever-resowad, gnd ever-reeurii
1-as o pertod Hlted With ansiely wid sppresy oo oisivs Parlivmant, Dietr. Cinat
hensson, A soccessfol war has jis teruina- Lid Wbeaal oL LS L . y WODE
ted s ce bronght with it 3 great angwenta- OF l"'z'-'“‘l‘:""'r is the one chief, paramount,
tion of tersitory.  Distaibing questionsarose, essential, indizpensible iustitution fua Re-
bearing npon ihe domestie nstitetions of a | publie.  Even liberty, gusrantied by or.
portion of the Confedesacy, snd mvolving | gy e law, yet il it be held by other renure
the con or ghis of Sttes. Bu: : 4
i itrlvulttllrl mal .n__ his of the Stes.  Bui, than the guardian esro of such & repre-
notweithstailing ditlesvnees of opimen and 1
: popular assembly, 15 but preen

sentiment, i relition to deails and specifio  *Putative popu :
s, the acquissence of ditinguished  tiously maintained, whilo slivery, estoresd

. whuse devonon to the Unin ean by an irresponsible judicial tribunal, 19
vever le deabied, has piven renewed vicorta | the completest possible developement of
0 r 1:.-'.!|z'.|nll\.lut: | restored asense of secn- ‘jl“I"'llu."‘-ll-
g rep ot pube o eonshont| "ot did ever e snonts f
fer ne shock dating my oflicid] term, il 1 have lang Government show o more !af-"l o
the power to avert i, those who placed me | more eotwplote departura from the wisdom
here way be assuced” | upid wirtue of its founders ¥ Dhd ever the
Hardly, however, had these in-'[.iring' Governmen! of a great capire, founded on
soutads died away, throughout a resssured | the mights of buman lubor, shide away 80
and delighted laud, before the watn mal | fust auid 30 far, and moor itscll 8o tena-
repise was shocked aguain; shocked, ju- | ciously oo the basis of enpatal, and tha
48 it Lsd pever bolore beeny and | espital invested dn laborivg mien 7 INd
suiitten this time by o blow from the very  evera free rv presentative Lusislatare, in-
Lund that had just relessed the chords of | vested with powers so great, and with th
the matipual hap from their utteranee of | puardisuship of rights so importunt, of
that exulted symplony of peace. | trusts so sacred, of iuterests so precious,
Kavsas and Nebraska, the long-devoted | and of hopes at once s nuble and 50 com-
rezcrvation of labor aud freedom, saved in | prehensive, surrender and renounee them
the agony of watioual feur in 1820, wnd | all 50 anuecessarily, €0 unwisly, so fatal-
saved aguin in the pauie of 1850, were | ly, and =0 wnglorivpsly 7 10 it be trae, as
wow ta be opened by Cougress, that the | every instinet of our nature and every pre-
vever-ending  eourse of seed time and | cept of political experienes tesches us, that
barvest might begin. The slave eapi- “f :
tadists of Missourd, from their own weil: | w
ussured homes on the eostern banks of | then where—in Ireland, in Italy, i Po-
their noble river, looked down upon aud  land, or in Huogery—bhas any ruler pre-
caveted the fertile proiries of Kapsas; pared for o generons and eonfiding people
while n sudden terror ran through all the disappointments, disasters, and calawities,
capitul States, when they saw a sceming  ©qusl 10 those wlich the government of
certaiuty that at last a new lubor State | the United States holds vow sospended
wonld be built oo their western border, | Over so lurge 3 portion of this contioent
mevitably fraught, as they said, with o of North America?
nesr or remote abolition of slavery. What | Uitizeos of the United States, in the
could be done *  Congress eould Lurdly be | spivit of this poliey, subverted the free
expected 1o iutervene direetly for their Depublie of Niearagua, and opencd it to
safety so soon after the Cowprowise of slavery and the Afvicon slave trade, and
1550, The labor Live of the free Stares | Beld it io that condition, waiting anuexa-
was distant, the 'way new, suknown, ayd tion to the Udited States, until its sov-
not without Pt‘ri!g. Missouri was uesr reignty was restored by n enmbination of
and watehful, and held the keys of th. er Ropublies expised to the same dun-
gites of Kapsas. She might seiza the aud wpprelicnsive of similar subver-
now and smiling Ferritory by surprise, of | =ton Ciher eitizens re-opened the for-
ouly Congress would remove the barrier | vign slave trade in violation of our laws
established in 1320, Theeonjuvesure was | und freaties; and, afrer a suspension of
favorable. Clay and Webster, the distin- that shameful traflic for fifty years, savage
auizhed pitizens whose unf]m-:-'ri-mubir. de- | Africans bave been once more landed on
votion to the Union was mantfested by | our shores, aud distributed, uoreelaimed
their acquicsence in the Compromise of snd with impunity, amwong our plastations,
1850, bad gone down already duto their!  For this poliey, =0 fir a3 the Govern-
wonored graves. The labor States bhad ment has sacetioned it, the Demoeratic
dismissed muny of their represeutatives porty avows itsell responsible.  Frery-
bere for too great fidelity to froedom, and | whire, complaint against it is denounged,
too great distrust of the efficacy of that | anditsoppotentsp When Kan-
tew boud of peace, and had replaced them | sas was writhing euder the wounds of in-
with partizacs who woere only timid, but © cipient, servile war, beeadse of Ler resie-
not unwilling, The Democratic President | tuvee, the Democratic press deridingly
atd Uongress hesitated, but not Jong.  said, “et hier blged.” Official iu:l-gru}'

‘\'l]!.-."].

' They revised the last great compromise, | has been cuuse for rebuke and puni-b-
and found, with delighited surprise, that  ment, whea it resisted frauds desi
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1t was 80 far from eonlirming the luw of promote the extonsion of slavery.  Thro'-
freedom of 1320, that, on the other buud, out the whale Republie, there 13 not one
it exactly provided for the abrogation of knowan dissenter from that policy remaiu-
that wvencrated statute; may, that the ingin placs, if within réach of the Exceu-
Compromise itseli nerually killed the spir-  tive arm. Nor, over the face of thewhole
it of the Missouri law, and devolved ou | world, is there to be found one represen-
Cungress the duty of removiog the lifeiess tative of cur country who is not an apole-
letter from the nativual code. The deed gist of the extension of slavery.

was doue.  The vew esaerment not only It 1 in Awerica that these things bave
repealed the Missouri probibition of slave- | happened—m  the nineteenth  contury,
ry, but it pronounced the people of Kau- the era of tiie world's groatest progress,
=as and Nebraska perfectly free to estab- and while all nations but ourseives bave
i1sh freedom or slavery, sud pledged Con-  been either abridging or altogetber sup-
gress to admit them i due time us States, | pressing commeres in mon; at the very
vither of eapital or of labor, into the Uu- moment when the Russian seef is cmaner-
ion.  The Whig represcotatives of the pated, and the Grorgian, the Nubian pri-
capital States, iu an bour of strange be- | soner, and the Abyssinian swvage, are lift-
wilderment, concurred ; sud the Whig cod up to freedom by the sucessor of Mo-

It thus bap- | f6lly open to slavery, and to the organiza- | quests.  The defenders of labor tockalarm | party instantly went dows, never to vise  hammed.  The world, preposscssed in our

again, Democratsseceded, and stood aloof ; | behalt by our early devotion to the rights
the enuntry was confounded ; and, awid ofdiuman pature, as no pation ever belure

' the perplexitics of the hour, a Republican  engaged its respect and sympathies, acks,

party was secn gatheriog itsell together in wounder and amazomeat, what all this
with much cuirvestuess, bat with listle | domorabization means? It bas an exouse
show of organization, to rescue, if it were | better than the world eau imagine, better
not now too late, the cause of freedom and | than we are generally eonscious of our-
lubor, &0 unexpectedly aud grieveusly im- | selves, n virtuous excuse.  We have loved |
pesilled in the Terntories of the ljl.m.ull not Frecdom so much less, but the Unwon
States. { of vur esuniry o mach more. We bave
I will not linger over the sequel.  The  been waude to believe, from time to time,
popular sovreignty of Kansas proved to be - that, io u erisis, both of these prociovs n-
the State sovreiguty of Missouri, uot ouls | stitutions eould not be saved together, and
in the persons of the rulers, but even in | therefure we have, from time to time, sur-
the letter of an arbitrary and cruel eode. | rendered safeguards of frecdom to propiti- |
The poerfeet freedom proved to be a bate- | ate the loyalty of capital, aud stay its
ful and iotolerable boudage. From 1555 hands from dutng violenee to the Union.
1o 1860, Kansas, sustained and encourag- The true state of the case, however, onght |
ed ouly by the Ropublican party, has been | not to be a mystery to ourselves, Dres-
epgaged i enccessive and ever-varying  cienee, indecd, is not given to statesmen ;
struggles, which Lave taxed all Lier virtue, but we are without excuse whon we fail |
wisdowm, moderation, encrgies and resour- | to apprebend the logic of carrent events.
ccs, aud often even her physical strength | Let partics, or the Government, choose or
and martial courage, to save berself from | do what they may, the people of the Uni- |

being betraged 1ot the Union as s Slave | ted States do not prefer the wealth of the |
State.  Nebracka, though choosing frec- | few to the liberty of the many, capital to
dom, is, through the direet cxercise of Inbor, African slaves to white frecmen, in
the Kxecutive power, overriding ber own the national Territorics and in future
will, held as a slave Territory ; and new  States.  That question has never been dis-
Mexico bas rlapsed voluntarily into the tinetly recogmized or acted ou by them. |
practice of sluvery, from which she had The Hepubhican party embodies the pop- |
redeemed herself while sha yot remuined | ular protest and reaction sguinst a policy |
a part of the Mexiean Republic. Mean- | whick his beeu faxtened upon the uation

far as that gronnd is from the crdivaunce conscience of maukind, eondemn.

The choice of the vation is now hetween
lican |
Its principles and its policy are,
x-
L kuow of only one poliey which |
it is necessary, to legislate for 1ts protec- it has adopted or avowed, namely, the |
‘saving of the Territories of the United |

In this now and extreme position, the States, if possible, by constitutional and

Democratic party masks stacl bebiad tho ' lawtul means, fiom beiog bomes for sla-

| forty years of the Republie.

very and polymimy. W lke, thet considers
where this nation exists, of what roees it
cowposed, iu what sge of the world it aets
ite part on the public stage, aud what ar
its prrai.l: mant institations, eustoms, hab.
its, nud sentimeonts, doubts that the Re-
publican party can and will, if wowaver
mgly faithifal to thut policy, wud just and
layal iu all beside, curry it into rriumphal
Tu doubs i=to be yneertain wlhie-
zation c3n improve, or Chicistian
1y save, mankiod.

[ may perbaps infer, frum the necessity
of the ease, that iv will, in 81l eourss and
places, staud by the frecdom of specek
und of the press, and the constitulional
fights of freemen everywhore; that it will
favor the speedy lmprovemen: of the pub-
e domain by homestead faws, aud will
encourage miving, maowfucture, and jo-
ternsl eammerce, with oeedful ecunectivos
butween the Atlantic snd Pacdie States—
fur all these are importaut interests of free-
dom.  For all the rest, the natianal omer-
geneics, not individual ‘nfiuences, must de-
terming, as society goes oo, the padcyand
charscter of the Hepublican purty. Al-
rendy beaning its pare in legislation aud
in treaties, it foels the necessity of being
praciieal in its care of the vational healtn
and life, while it leaves metaphysicalspee-
ulation 1o those whose daty 1t s to calti-
vate the eonobling scienee of politieal phi-
lasaphy

Butin the midst of these subjocts, or,
rather, before fully reaching them, the
b publican party encvunters, unexpeeied-
¥y » pew aod potestial issae—one j-riur
and therefire parsmount to all otliers, one
of natzonal Lile and death. Just asif so
nitch bad not been already coueceded, to
the interest of capital invested in men, we
bese mensecs of disunion, louder, more
distinee, more emphatic than ever, with
the condition asnexed, that they shall be
executed the moment that s Kepublican
Adwinistration, though esnstitutionully
eleered, shall ussume the Government.

I do not eertainly know that the people
are prepured to call such an Administra-
tion to puwur,
| & suecession of foods which never groatly
excite, aud cbbs which never entirely dis-
eourage me, the volume of Republicantsm
aises eontiugally bighersnd kigher. They
are probally wise, whose spprebensious
admonish them that it is already strong
enongh for effect.

Hitherro, the Republican party has been
eonteat with one sclf-mtemogaory—how
many votes ean it east 7 These threats
eufurce another—has it determination
enough to cast them?  This latter ques.
tion teuches its spirit and pride | am
flli'-'.l,‘ sure, howeser, that, as it has hither
to practised self-desisl in so many other
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all impatience of temper, togzether with all
ambitton, and will consider these extraor-
dinary deciamations seriously and with o
just moderation, It would be's waste of
words to demonstrate that they are upcon-
stitutional, and equally idle to show that
the responsibility for disunion, sttempted
or effected, must rust not with those whoa
in the exorcise of constitational authority
maistain the Government, but with those
who neconstitutionally eogage in the mad
work of subve Ilin'_ it

What are the cxenses for these mena-
ees? They resalve themselves into this,
that the Republican party in the North is
hostile to the South. But it already is
praved to be a majority in the Nortb; at
is therefurs practieally the people of the
North. Wil gt not still be the same
Nurth that bas forborne with you so long,
and eoneeded 1o you so much?  Can yeu
Justly s-sume that affuetion, which bas
been so complying, ean ail at onee chunge
to hateed, intense and inexorable 7

You say that the Wopublican party is a
seetional ope. Is the Demoeratie party
i tional 7 Is it easier forus to bear
your sectivnal sway thuo for you to bear
vars 7 Is it anressonnble that fur onee we
shonld alternate?  But is the Repablican
party sectional T Not unless the Demo-
cratie party is. The Republican party
prevails o the House of Representatives
sometimes, the Lomoeratic party in the
Senate alwiays.  Which of the two is the
most praseriptive?  Come, esme, eome, if
you will, muro the free States, into the
State of New Yok, anywlere from Lake
Erie to Sag Harbor, among my veighlbors
in the Uwasea walley, hold your couven-
tions, pominate your eaudidates, address
the people, subimit to thow, earnestly, elo-
qrently, sl your complaints sud grievances
of Northern disloyalty, oppression, periidy;
koep wotlhieg back, speak just as freeiy
atid as loudiy there ss you do here @ yjou
will bave bospitabls welcomes, and appre-
cintive awdicuces, with baliot-boxes cpen
for ail the votés you can win. Are you
less sectional thin this?7  Extend to us
the same privileges, and I will cogags that

ivss 8¢

you will wery soon bave in the South as

many Republicans as we bave Democrats
in the North,  These is, however, a better

! test of nationality than the accidental loea-

tion of parties,  Qur poliey of labor in the
Territories was not sectioual in the first
Its natare
inkerce. It will Le national again, during
the third forty years, and for ever after.
wards. 1t is oot wise and beneficent for
us alove, or injurious to you alome. Its

' effeets are equal, and the same for us all.

You acuse the Republican party of ul-
terior and scoret designs. How ean a

| party that counts it votes in this land of

free speech and free press by the bundreds
of thousands, have any secret designs?
Who is the conjorer, and where are the
hidden springs by which he can coutrol its
upeongrogated awd widely dispersed mass

| es, and direct them to objects nuscen and

But what are these

purposes unavowed 7
You pame ouly oue. |

hidden purpusca?

awong you. Suppose we kad the power
to ehange your social system @ what war- |
rant have you fur supposivg that we should |
carry megro oquality aweng you? We|
know, and wo will show you, if you will
only give heed, that what our system of|

labor works out, wherever it works u;nl
apything, 15 the equality of white men

I know only, that throogh |

awms, it will 1o this emergeney lay aside

The laborer 1o the frve States, uo watier
how humble li« oecupation, is a whits
wman, and he is politically the equal of bis
employer.  Kighreen of cur thty-tbren
Stutes are  free lubor States. They
are: Maine, Nuw Hampshire, Massacku-
g2tf, Vermont, Rbhode Islaud, Conneeticut,
New York, New Jersey, Penusylsasia,
Obio, Michigan, llinois, ledians, Wiscon-
sim, Miunesota, lowa, Califorpia, and Ore-
gon. 1 dionotarrsy them incontrast with
the eapital States. 1 sm no assailegt of
States,  All of the Stutes nre pareels of
my own o uuiry—the best of them not 0
wise and gront wz [ am sure it will here.
after he; the Smte [esst developed and
perfeeted among them zll, is wiser apd
better thao suy foreign Siate | know. Is
it, then, in sry,wnd in which, of the States
1 have nami i, that negre ti{’la.i’j offends
the white maa’s pride 7 Throoghout the

‘wide world, where is the State where cluss

aud caste are so utterly extingnished as
thoy ure in esch and every oue of them?
Lat the E 1rap-an immizrant, who avoids
the Afticsn ss if his skin exbaled comta-
gn, answer.  You fivd bum alwaysin the
State where labor is free.  Iid Washing-
tow, Jelfirsen, snd Heory, when they in-
plored sou to relizquish your system, and
aceert the ons we hase sdopted. proposa
to sitk you down to the lavel of the Afr.
can, or was it their desire to exalt all white
men 1o A common poitical elevation?
But we do not seck to furce or evea to
iutrude, cur systew on you. Weare exe
claded wisely, justly, sed euntestedly,
from sl pol or and respensibility
in your capital States. You are sovreign
oo the subjeet of slavery witkin your own
borders, s we are on the ssme subjeot
withio our borders. 1t is well and wisely
so arranged.  Use your autberity to main-
tain what svstem vou plesse.  Wesrenot
not distrustful of the result. We have
wisely, as we think, exercised ours to pro-
tect sud perfict the manhvod of the mem-
bers of the State.  The whole sovreignty
upin domestie coneerns within the Usioa

{1s divided between us by uomistakeabio

boundaries. You kave your ffteen dis-
tinet parts; we, eighteen parts, equally
distinet.  Eich must be nantained in or-
dur that the whole may be preserved. 1f
ours shall be ssesiled; within or without,
by noy cucwy, or for soy cwuse, and we
shall have peed, we sball expeet you to
defend it It yours shall be so assailed,
in the emergeney, no marter what the
cause or the pretext, or who the foe, we
shiall defend your sovieiguty as the cquiv-
sleut of cor own. We can pot, indeed,
seeept your sys=tem of eapital, orits ethies.
That would be to surrender and subvert
our ows, which we esteem to be better.
Besides, if we could, what peed for sny
divesion inte States at all?  You sre
¢ynally st liberty to rej ct our system and
its ethies, and 10 mainisin the superiority
of your vwn by all the forees of persuasion
sud orgument. We musr, judeed, mutu-
ally discuss both sysrcms.  All the werid
dizeusses all systems. Especially muost
we discu=s them, siuce we have to decido
as a natien which of the two we ought to
engraft on the vew ard futare States
giowing up iu the grest public domain.
Discussion, then, being vuavordable, whas
could be more wise than to cooduet ik
with maotial toleration aud io a fraternal
spirin Y

Youcomplain that Republionne discourse
too butdly snd direerly, when they express
with o filence their belief that their sye-
tem ol labor will, 1 the ecod, be ooiver-
saily acecpted by the espital States, acting
for thewmselves und in eonformity with
thair own Constirutions, while they sane-
tion too unreserved'y books designed to
sdvorate emancipation.  Dut sarely yoa
can burdly expeet the Federal Governmens
or the political parties of the mation to
maintain a censorship of the press or of
debate.  The theory of our system is, that
ertor of opinion may in all cases safely ba
tolerated, where reason i it free to com-
bat it.  WIil it be elaimed that more of
moideration apd tenderuess in debate are
exhibited on your side of the great argu-
went, than ou our own ¥ We all learned
our polemies, as well as our principles,
from a common master.  We aresuretbas
we do not, oa our side, exeved his lessons
sud example.  Thomas Joflirson address-
ed Dr. Frice, an Englishnan, concerning
his treatise on emaveipation in America,
in this fashion:
ward of the Chesaprake. vour book
val iew readers cooggarning with
nton the subject of siavery. From
it to the head of the Chesapeake, the
bulk of the peaple will approve @& 1 tbeory,
and 1t will Gud & respectable sunonty ready

ptitin praciice—a wminority which, fur
weight. and worth of character, preponder-
ales azainst the greater aumber who bave vet
the courage 10 divest thes funulies of a prop-
erty which, however, keeps their conselences
unguiet. Nernthward of the Chesaprake, you
may find here and there an opponcnt to yous
ductrine, as you may find hes ! theie &
robher or & murderer: bul in no sreater nam-
ber™ *© ® & wPis (Virzimn) is the
next State to which we Wy tarn on
thhe interesting spectable of justice in col
with avarice and o onflict whera
the sacred sule is gamirg datly oew recruits
from the wiflux ino wlfice of young men,
grown and growmgup™ * * * *“Re
not, then. discongs at you have wrir-
ten will do a grea od§ and could
vou still troable ¥ t wur wellare,
no man s wore able (o help the laboring
stde.”

You see, sir, that whether we go for or
against slavery anywhere, we must folow
Sonthern guides.  You muy change your
pilots with the winds or the currouts; but
we, whose pativaty, reckoscd under the
North Srar, kas rendered us somewhat
supersiitions, must be excused for eoustan-
ey in following the gaidance of those who
framed the nstional ship sud gave us the
ghart for 1ts noble voyuge.

A profound respeet sod friendl) regard

“a

| That owe is to introduce wegeo equality [ for the Vier-Prosidest of the United

Siates has induced me to weigh carefully
the testimeny Lo bas given vu the sut jeet
of the hestility ngaiust the South imputed
to the Ropublican party, as derived from
the relativns of the vepies ntatives of the
two parties at this eapial.  He sags that
fig bas secn bere in the represontatives of
SER 4rw baty
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