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“Where's Jim?"” Lane Cosby irrit-
ably demanded. ‘T've been trying
to get him at the office for the last
hour, but he isn't there. He ought
to be home by this time.”

“He isn't coming,” I explained
without a trace of the doubt or sus
picion I would have felt a few week
ago.

leaves town to-morrow. He'll be so| “Yes,” I said. “I guess I got more |
sorry he wasn't on deck when you |out of that than you told me.”
needed him.” | He went on without seeming to

“Then you'll have to help me,”' |hear. It was as if he were living
mumbled Lane sby. “I don’t|it all over again and trying *to get
know what to do. 1 don't know |rid of what he saw quickly, in pung- |
where to turn, Anne! Val's in bed.|ent phrases and homely words that | 1
Case of nerves, I guess. And she reverted to his humble beginnings. |
won't see me. She thinks I ought “Then along comes my own trou- |
to be man enough to handle lhis.lhl(-. Loretta, she's always been = L
And I don't know what to do.” | kinda strange. And she gets queer. \

| The doctors say asylum. 7‘24

Just then Bertha came stolidly to

“He's dining with a friend who |

{up and made up my mind I'd deed

just lost track.

“The first I heard of him in years
was when I got word that he'd gone
broke. I went to look him up. He
was down and out. But he wouldn’t
take help. Leastways no more than
would set him up with ready cash
enough to start a place for boarders
on the one ranch he hoped wouldn't
be foreclosed on him. 1. bought it

it back to him. Got that straight?”
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b = & . . vas ccus med | | ear Miss air 4 8 re 's i
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have a bite later. You and Angy|I didn't mean to ask more than I | believed that later Smith would begof the War Risk Insurance Act will | you about my personal problems, Ijare convinced she is fickle, try and
may eat now.” I said to Bertha. |had a right to. I didn't mean to | {her pardon. Well, she would be a|be urged by the American Legion, | have derived much benefit from the forget your unfortunate experieuce. i
She took l‘h'l( stolidly, too B\ll“]llll lhomhtnm '\'nu know that, don't | CHAPTER XXXIV After that he said no more. Hejznnd while forgiving him! But if he through its legislative committee in | advice you have given others, and I}
s\;‘(lld L-.,\\,. "l‘h'p 1,,,.'[,,.(,“.,'1 ho.,,.}‘vm, »\nno""' el | Copyright, 1919, Star Company. was puzzled at the suggestion that|Was notl man enough to apologize | Washington, «in order to allow men | hope you will help me in a perplex- |
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. ghi\- of m'l;l_l.". over hhlﬁ eves. He |without the things “she'd ";'l"i 88 il “He certainly did,” her mistress|Norah. Yet Miss Leighton had sug-. If so, he was no good. She would | Senator Luke Lea and former Con- | vances, I am certain he once cared
r'x!xéh( S A 4l De '<;:;.ko__ e op d had as alatArmed. “Here, take it, it is yours, | gested that the maid would (.xp(,”! wait and see before getting even|gressman Thomas W. Miller, joint [a great deal for me, but of late he | This is the story of a coffee that
dumbly mo;-(l like a g){;m \t\.”nh]]ng:“/u\»n‘t >"ral(eturi She “.,“f 'Axl\\"n"s not mine."” an explanation from him. Well, he | With him. But of course he would!chairmen of _the committee, plan to | has neglected me, and I have not ! does not have to be made! And the
5 :uounr‘i. in the dark th nn- as if l\#‘i\l\l:;ulninhg the r\‘OO!‘lrkld V f‘; n‘nk‘n}gl\ Norah, who had theretofore nl\\':\,\'ﬂl“‘nuld try to set matters right ”!explam. He must have thought it|have legislation introduced immedi- | heard from him in two weeks He | way of it is this:
were oné of the pm\‘ur; of {110 Hn-'whmlp's' eves at me—old ‘o-nonl'h to | been respectful, was so angry that|the opportunity came, but he hoped;Was another paper he handed to Miss | ately to cﬂou‘{ this alteration in the |is in a position to marry, and, in fact,| It was necessary for our boys in
ancial world A I%e Ten tather.” That poor ].mb giv. | she scarcely knew what she fllf1-|il would not come. ;1"' shton. He would come around in|act to carry éut the expressed wish |broached the subject to me more than | the trenches to have real coffee, and
) “Tell me!" I said soothingly as I|ing her young life to l'\ke\u are of | Seizing the paper held out to hery| But it did come that evening. He 2 dey 0T twh and ey 0. |of the American Legion delegates at | once, but I always ridiculed the idea,|yet they did not have the means t
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