
THURSDAY EVENING.

LITTLE TALKS BY
BEA TRICE

*

\u25a0 quire all about my personal affairs
land try to turn me against my wife.
; I consider her a prize and I think
i me very fortunate in making such a
splendid match. It makes me very

j blue at times. What would you do

| in the matter?"
In the first place, this state of

| things is by no means unusual?and
> it's very human! Don't you see how
lit comes about?

Almost always there is some good,

i sweet girl, lingering patiently and
hopefully just outside the margin of

i the* family picture, whom a young
1 man's mother and sisters are par-
jtieularly anxious to have him marry.
1 And quite as often, in a somewhat
remoter background, there is an-
other girl, just ns good and sweet,
whom he himself has fallen in love

1 with and whom he does marry.
1 N'obdy would deny that he Is act-

Do your relatives praiso your,
rife?

Are they convinced lhat Bhe is the
(est of domestic partners for you,'
ind a supremely competent mother
o the children? <

Or do they sometimes let you per- 1
:eive "that they arc sorry for you, !
ind that they can't, understand how |
n the world you ever happened to
nake such a choice?

If you have had tho latter exper-j
ence, don't, I beg of you, take it |
00 seriously. Try not to let it affect
?ou as much as it has poor A. M. V., 1
vho has written me as follows: 1

"I have been married four years I
md have two children. I have tried
ny best to keep on good terms with
ny mother and sisters, but they
lave from the first tried to interfere
n my afiairs. They keep tab on |
iverything my wife does. They in- i
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1 lng quite properly in doing so. But
his mother and sisters, who adore
him and who take everything con-

-1 netted with him very devotlonally?-

-1 his diet, his wardrobe, his social en-
gagements? don't easily recover
from the disappointment of having
their candidate defeated.

They consider that the idolized son
and brother is equal to any oppor-
tunity that life may offer: that he
can perform any conceivable exploit.
But they don't think he is capable
of choosing his own wife.

They feel that he deserves to be
tho happiest man in the universe.
But they can't admit that this girl
of his Wn selecting has the power
to make him so.

Xow the reasonable course for a
devoted family would be to wait to
see whether the young man's mar-
riage proved happy, and in that
case, to applaud his good fortune,
even though they might feel that the
young wife spent too much time at
tho piano, or that she darned her
husband's socks on the wrong day
of the week.

But a devoted family Isn't al-
ways reasonable, and can't be ex-
pected to be, especially if its mem-

bers have a little more leisure than I
is necessary, and are victims, per- I
haps, of the very human vice of gos- j
sipping, and have never been trained, 1
as most of us haven't to take the I
biggest and sanest view of every- t
thing.

Criticising the Bride

A. M. V. should realize that his
case isn't unique by any means. That
there must be countless thousands
of instances in which a young hiis-
band's relatives either openly or

jsecretly criticise ' his wife for not

I conforming to some t(leal and impos-
i sible standard which they them-
-1 selves have set tip. .

But there are other things that
he should realize as well.

Having confessed that he is in
possession of the supreme gift of
life, doesn't he see that In the mat-
ter of general distribution, he may
be said to have his share?

A wife who is a "prize" and whom
he adores unreservedly after four
years of marriage?and two chil-
dren to boot?

Here are all the essential har-
monies. Here all the strings are of
silver, all are beautifully vibrant.
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(What if unlovlier sounds of outside
I origin are sometimes faintly heard?

| Here are love, happiness, under-

standing. Enough for any heart,
j And though it may sound very

| moral Indeed. *1 really believe that
i a heart so rich In treasure should

be rich In tolerance, too.
The happy person van afford to be

generous with the unhappy one.
A. M. V. is doubtless right, as 1

may as well admit. In believing that
his mother and sisters are Jealous
of his devotion to his wife. But he
should remember that jealousy is
an aspect of love?even though one
of the baser aspects, it is true. It
was formerly they who had all his
devotions ?and they're still lonely
for the luck of it.

It isn't 'a tragic or a lfopeless
situation. Far from, it. It isn t
even a situation that justifies sur-
render to the "blues." It is, I think,

a situation that a clear-sighted,
warm-hearted young man ought to
be able to handle?if his wife helps
him.

The Young Husband's Course
Gently, but unmlstnkably, 1 think

he should make it plain to his own
relatives, once for all, that he can-'

not listen to any unkind criticism
of his wife.

And from that time on. I think
he should try to put the whole mat-
ter out of his mind. Assume that
the existing relations are normal
and pleasant, and avoid watching for
little manifestations of jealousy or
other ill-feeling. It won't help mat-
ters any for him to talk the thing
over repeatedly with his wife. In-
deed, It's better not to refer to it at
all if possible.

If he plants himself firmly on the
basis of his own happiness, and
assumes that everybody else knows
he is happy, and that there's no pos-
sible excuse fo.' wounding criticism,
his relatives will be obliged to suc-
cumb gradually to this attitude of
his.

By acting as though nothing but
good feeling could possibly exist,
good feeling itself will inevitably
develop. ,

As I have already hinted, (his will j
be less easy to bring about If the \
young man's wife is not tactful and j
cheerful and magnanimous and I
eager for family harmony. But if j
she is, A. M. V. ought to be able to j

'

straighten out that problem of his
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without allowing any family
estrangements to develop.

So that doubtless It will come to
seem not a problem at all.

President Asks Status
Only of Prime Minister

Paris, Jan. 9.?The Temps says It is

able to state that President Wilson

has officially. Informed Premier
Clemenceau that he does not desire
to be considered at the Peace Con-
gress as the head of a state, but only
as the prime minister of his state.

The Temps says the United States
Constitution makes the President not
only the head of the state but the
head of the government, and that
President Wilson will claim only the
right to th eprerogatlves of the last-
named position at the Peace Con-
ference.

I The newspaper adds that when
j making known his desire to Premier

! Clemenceau President Wilson also
| Informed the Premier poncernlng the

jdetailed work the various American
I delegates to the congress would
have assigned to them.

Nation's Republican
Pilots Abandon Bright 1

Side of Big Meeting,
By Associated Press K

Chicago, Jan. 9.? A1l social fea-
tures of the Republican national
committee's meeting here to-morrow

will be abandoned out of respect to
Colonel Roosevelt, but the business

sessions will be hed as planned, wnl
H. Hays, national Republican chair-
man, said on arrival here to-day.

Republican women are to has#
headquarters in Chicago and their
national executive committee will
share the central ofllcea which the
Republican national committee wUI
establish here, Mrs. Mabel Gllmore

Raineke, executive secretary of the

women's committee, said to-day.

Tho woman's executive committee
will meet to-morrow with Chairman
Hays preliminary to meeting Friday
with the national pomrn ittee.
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