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CHAPTER LXXIIL “So it's to complain of Virginia 3 ,g" . d :
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boTollr:‘gmltd):;‘z;er'::l ":ATI ﬂ; entered \uur Anne—you seem to be—insane on 3 - = il (:
bedroom. No Jim! For a moment I|the subject.” ' v . £ e
was frightened—and then the sound| “I'll swallow the hurt of that, Jim. ' o [
of his limping steps came to me from|I had to tell you. You see, Neal :
the livingroom. He had gone out|Neal leaves for camp at stwo-thirty. 9 % a
through the kitchenette—to avoid me| He's going a thousand miles away.
perhaps— as I came in by the other|Then overseas, 1 suppose. He may
door, | —never—see Phoebe again. I know
I hurried out, and just as I go(‘.,\'uu'rc fond of him—mayn't he have
into the livingroom, there stood Jim, { his good-by? [ U
with his hand on the knob of the| “Phoebe's only a baby,” muttered
door. He wore hat and coat and was | Jim, as if thinking aloud. @
leaning on a heavy stick. \\'her--‘ “She’s a woman now. That's what s ~
could he be going alone—except to| war does to girls. If she's resent- ~
Virginia? | ful, if she feels that we didn't give
Flying across the room, I laid my | her a chance, that we didn't under- E ( Rnu‘b
hand timmidly on his'coat sleeve fsmn.l her feelings, Phoebe may im- L
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that almost refused to come, :lw\u isn't healthy. Oh, dnn"l._ l.\'ml wint ¢ | ¢ 1 ith
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8 “What is it?’ he demanded with | hate all of us—harbor it against Vir- | Phoebe. He'll be .tomler with her— MAKING mE MOST OF : rr;\:;l:t':‘se ﬂdr:e;\ll‘_\\!u{;k(t‘uu:::‘l‘ng”me 1})1‘(; Floata tall me what X Hh,‘."fm do? will grow tired of doing so in time, ifl
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“Jim, if you ever loved me, come | granted—just boy and girl love—| wants a word from her to carry ] OUR CHI me because he is a sailor, and tell me | who has Eucl; "‘h)‘\‘_’m"‘:{u:(’i(\"nlﬂl‘l“_l-llir: 'I‘.l.l:“\.ii!lnl'lt,\" tn'cnfu-rmm a girl ex
back and sit down—so I can talk |sweet, approved of—not Romeo and|away with him. Please, Virginia—| '\ LDREN it I ever marry him he will not be|hope your reldtives are not serlous in | somparison il ciher: o aiitle, 1
p P § able t e ’ i < - T t qualities in a
to you. And don't—look at me as if | Juliet stuff, please. It means so much to him| o l‘|' '«l“ support me. Now, Miss Fair- | ridiculing your sailor lover because he [ man, and I am glad you \mdc-rs\ﬂnd‘
1 were a—stranger.” t rexpectedly Jim flung back his|-—and he's only a boy hurried into : i am very much in love with him.!is poor, but, in any case, I think they/ this. !
Wearily Jim closed the door and|head and laughed. : being a man. Will you trust Phoebe b [ penR |
crossed to a stiff, high-backed chair.| *“You funny little solemn lhlnb;r! 1“'1"'“*‘- W ek i L ] .. {
He laid hat and stick across the|So that's why you had to get rid o 3 lm'a_ vas a minute's pause. hen I :" {
table alnll sat au‘su-rvly walting for| Virginia? Well, for Neal's sake— Virginia's voice came back to me 4 erles o aln a s 3
me to begin, I came and stood in|and Phoebe's—I'll forgive you, and| with a qum;r little husky note in it : 3
front of Jim, leaning against the|you forgive me, tco, dear. But, “After all, Anne, young love—and N .
refm‘lol"y table l"ux' support, looking| Anne, won't you be a little more—|faith—comes only once. I'm going arents 0 es Or V en %
at him searchingly as I trembled| considerate of Virginia?” to I?e“y_“n“' I'll send Phoebe to J o ‘A\
for words. | Then in dawning hope that every- | you.' Y ew e B
“Jim, don't judge me until T've| thing might be coming right after Her ‘(in'lfl‘f‘ss startled me.l For a
told you everything. t night you ! all, I rushed to the phone and called l minute I glimpsed something be- =
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in!n-:'r‘n"uwl \:":«n]vl.n'll\'u 8 Inh.nlwlnltlu:_s!r.:\l her to call Virginia. \\'h\n‘ truth between us at that moment, | Of the s mum 3
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all shot to pieces. I'm sorry I'm in|to make you like me. But now I|you — will you forgive me for wela X & - 4 bed. O d
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“I'll be brief,” 1 gasped. “Well,|if—as it you were very fond of me, I heard Jim ejaculate: |.X“ nrx:lllto‘n Children need to sleep | you remain in bed with her. When 3 f a
s this way after you left Vir-| Will you?” I pleaded. “Well, of all the tactless 'hi”“”!"lfld:“‘_“ er number of hours than|you first leave her before she sleeps, a ter t e HO[ldays ﬂre over /
inia, Neal and Phoebe dldm’t get| “What can I do for you?” Vir-| Then a strange sound came over|“CH's: =~ | keep on singing but gradually move //’
i?wlr.(\'vnin: together—at least, nnlix:h\in coldly questioned. the wire. Virgina's laughter—clear b lul ':) very siany hom_es, it i", "! to another part of the room until .
alone. Virginia persuaded Sheldon| “Just this. Neal leaves for camp|and eilvery—full of honest amuse- ;‘];;h_pr“" l‘(’f';_“‘(f“‘? lh““"“m“’"“ will- | she is again content to be left alone All h N Ny 7
Blake t ot 1t ¢ them out|in a few hours. He's my brother— | ment. hgly ) A ke eir afternoon naps. | immediately upon being put to bed. // 5
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