
rhreat to Starve Austria
Unless She Yields

Venice. ?II Secolo, the best in-
formed newspaper in Northern Italy
upon internal affairs of the Dual
Monarchy of Austria-Hungary, draws
a vivid picture of the distress suf-

fered by the population, especially
the poorer classes, a condition, it
argues, has been brought
about by the Berlin government with
the malicious intent and forethought
of compelling Emperor Karl to place
himself and his empire absolutely
into the clutches of Germany.

There can be no doubt that the pa-
per is well informed. The question
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is only how far Austria, outside of
military'solidarity, 'has permitted
the Wllhelmstrasse crowd to inter-
fere in her domestic affairs and to
what extent the Bailhauspiatz offices
are being ruled by and from Berlin.
Fact is, whether II Secolo knows it
or not, Gerrhany has not permitted
Austria Hungary to participate in
the distribution of the millions of
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bushels of corn and wheat or rye,
which the enslavement of Rumania
has thrown Into the hands of the
Teuton conqueror, and which was
done under the plea that Hungary
herself was well enough provided
because of the vast wheat and grain
sections of her terri-
tory.

There may have been some truth

In that assertion, for Hungary un-
questionably is the second richest
wheat, rye and corn productlng
country in Europe, the Dobrudja,
also a former possession of Hungary,
in proportion to its small size, being
the first; that Is, the first not count-
ing the vast Russian steppes that
begin In Bassarabla, on the shores
of the Black Sea, and stretch all the

way across Europe to the foothills
of the Caucasus and the Caspian
Sea and Persia. There millions upon
millions of bushels of the finest
wheat are grown in an unbroken
prairie of several thousand miles,
which suffices to keep Russia's gra-
naries on the shores of the Euxlne
well stocked with plenty for all of
Russia, as well as that portion of Si-

beria. where hardly anything can
be raised owing to the close prox-
imity of the Arctic and Its ever-
frozen seas.

Like the anguish of Tantalus ofold, who was condemned to see
water, plenty of water, forever

i trickling right up to his mouth, but
receding as' soon as he tried to
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snatch single drop, the Kaiser''
holds this cup of plenty ever before
the eyes of his dear friend Karl, only

to snatch It from the starving masses
of Austria until such a time as the
poor, enchained young ruler of Aus-
tria comes back Into the fold, now
that the old treaty is soon to ex-
pire.
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