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"Never took a picture In my life."

"Not even at night?"

"Not even at night."

"X happened on a camera belong-

tag to you to-day."

"I don't own a camera."
"That's curious," he said mocking-

ly. "The dealer evidently made a

mistake."
Well, I saw I was in for It, and there

was no use fencing any longer.

"A friend of mine lost a camera.
I know what you mean. It isn't

mine."
"Lost it at Boisseau's?"
"Near Boisseau's."
"I'll have to ask you who owns that

camera."
"Ask ahead. I don't have to

answer. I don't think it's any of your
business. What has a camera to do
with the robbery at Boisseau's?"

"That happens to be my affair."
"I'llnot tell you who owns it."
"You know," ho said, and I give you

my word he showed his teeth. "You'ro
only delaying the game, son. There
are a number of ways of finding out
about that box. The man who made
it got his supplies somewhere. The
little spring that was dropped by
Schmerz wlien ho was attacked?that
was made somewhere. Oh, we'll trace
it, all right."

"How do you know there is any con-
nection between the camera and the
robbery, or the murders, or whatever
you have in mind?"

"I didn't know it, my boy, until you
refused to talk about it."

Then he went out and closed the
door softly behind him.

Can you beat that?
Well, they were after me, all right.

I'd meant to have dinner at the club,
as I've said, but hardly knew what to
do. I tried to telephone Martin, but
my room phone seemed to be out of
order. Just as I lost my temper and
slammed tho receiver up, I got a note,
hastily written on a sheet from a pen-
cil pad.

"Don't use the phone. Calls
watched."

Honest, it made me creepy. It was
from tho telephone girl downstairs.
She's a nice little thing, and I used
to send her candy at Christmas and
chaff her a bit now and then. She
lost her job over that warning, by
the way, and we have her at the mill
now. Curious how things turn out!

Well, I was learning a few tricks
myself. I knew I'd bo followed, and
there was something I wanted to do
that night that didn't require two of
us.

I located my man from a window in
the smokingroom. Then I telephoned
out to the country club and ordered
dinner there, using the telephone
downstairs. The operator raised her
eyebrows in surprise.

"I sent a parcel to your room, Mr.Gray," she said.
"Thanks. I got it."
Between the time I sent for my car

and its arrival I suppose the detective
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"The Curve of the Catenary"
got my call and my destination. He
was determined not to let me out of
his sight. For when I went out he
was waiting at tho corner in a taxi,
and the chase was on.

When I saw that he was comfort-
ably settled, I started, and we had a
very nice run. I took it easy, let him
almost catch me now and then, and
stopped at the top of a steep hill to
look at a tire, while he crept up.

But a bit more than half way out
I opened the throttle and cut loose.
In two minutes I had lost him. In
four I was sliding quietly down a steep
lane with the power off, and. in five I
was headed back to town on the lower
road.

'l'd like to know what that fellow's
taxi cost htm that night, for at 7
o'clock I telephoned to the country
club that I'd changed my mind and
would dine at White's, out in the
country, and I've every reason to be-
lieve he went on out there.

? ? ?

I had no definite plan at first. But
I wasn't exactly surprised when I
found myself within a mile of the
Hazeltine place.

It was dark by that time and I got
out and left the car in a lane. The
hilltop is almost country.

What I wanted was to see Hazel
alone and to tell her about the
camera. Yes, I called her Hazel to
myself. But I give you my. word I'd
no intention of making love to her.
She was engaged to Martin, and I may
be flippant and all the rest of it, but
I'm no trespasser.

I had a certain amount of curiosity
about the place. There was almost
an acre of ground around it, and it
led to the brow of the hill and even
over it for a few feet. It seemed to
me that it would do no harm to take
a look about the place. If they were
in trouble, and I was to save them,
I'd have to know what I was saving
them from.

Naturally, I didn't Intend to go
around peering through windows. It
was the garden I was Interested in.
I'd got the idea of an aeroplane in my
head.

Silly? Well, of course it was, but
I had to have something to work
from. But it took just one minute to
discover that nothing larger than a
dog could be concealed on the place.
And there was no dog.

There was a hedge, but no gate. I
went in and made the rounds of the
place in the shadow. At the edge of
the hill there was a sort of pergola,
a simple little thing, covered with
grape vines.

"I'd got as far as the pergola?-
arbor, I've found they fall it, and it's
a much better name?when the old
gentleman came out on the porch and
looked about. I slipped into a deeper
shadow, feeling like a house-breaker.

He'd heard me, or more likely, he'd
seen me. Don't talk to me about the
failing sight of age.

"Is that you, Hazel?" he called.
When there was no reply he spoke

again.
"I'm going for a little walk," he

said. "I have written the advertise-
ment and offered a small reward."

He muttered querulously when
there was no reply, and I watched him
out to the street. Then I turned and
went toward the house.

I suppose, crossing the lawn as I
did, I made no noise. For the next
thing I knew there was a heavy thud-
ding behind me, followed by a second,
a Ynetallic clang that rang out like a
bell.

I half expected to see the old man
come running in from the street. But
he did not come. Then I remembered
that he was deaf. Deaf and placid
with age.

Two muffled blows. Then silence.Then two more.
I turned and went back across the

lawn. I don't know what I expected
to find. I'd got in the way of ex-
pecting trouble. The noise had come
from over the edge of the hill. I knewthat. The place was black-dark and
I could hear some one moving aboutamong the dead shrubbery.

If you ever read that people are
coolest in moments when they face acrisis, don't believe it. It's one of the
lies we tell to cheer ourselves. Justremember that I'd come to the con-
clusion that something extremely
baleful and uncomfortable, and given
to deeds of darkness, was housed on
that hilltop, and you'll understand why
I was covered with a hot sweat as I
crept on my knees to the edge of the
hill and looked down.

There was something just below me,
moving about on what was evidently
a ledge. So close was whoever or
whatever it was that I could hear
labored breathing, and once a pole, orwhat seemed to be a pole, almosttouched my face.

1 I don't know how long I listened.

Twigs snapped below, and once when

a steamboat sent its searchlight play-

ing lower down on the hill I thought

I made out two figures, an erect one

and a clumsy, misshaped thing, not

human, hardly beast.
The next moment the light was

gone, and something that I could not
guess was going on below. It was

a struggle, but not a battle.
Then, all at once, I felt a stinging

sensation on my cheek, and almost
instantly the ledge was silent. But
through the shrubbery something was
falling down the hill, slowly at first,
then rapidly. Then a second of wait-
ing and a splash far below.

I put my hand to my face. It was
covered with blood.

Scared? You bet I was scared. I
leaped down over the embankment
like a frightened horse, and clutched
at the shadow that stood there.

No. it wasn't courage. It was in-
sanity. I give you my word I didn't
mean to leap. What I meant to do
was to run like the mischief the other
way. That's another fallacy of cour-
age exploded.

I caught at the shadow like a mad-
man, and it folded up like a con-
certina and sank into the ground. Not
into it, exactly, for the force of my
rush carried me forward. I fell over
it.

* ? .

It was Hazel. I suspected it the
moment I knew it was a woman, and
when I'd groped in the grass for my
matches and struck one. I found her
huddled on the ground, not fainting,
but near it. And if I'd been fright-
ened, she was paralyzed, poor kid.

She had turned her foot, she said.
I think myself I'd stepped on it. Any-
how, she couldn't climb the bank. And
what with the fright, and her exertion
before, whatever she'd been doing,
she could hardly breathe. There was
a rough wooden bench there, and I
put. her on it, and tried to apologize.

"Please don't," sho said. "In a
-minute, when I can breathe?l'll tell
you about it. I wish ?I'd told you
sooner."

I lighted a cigaret, to show how
calm I was, but tho match wan a mis-
take, for she saw my face, and squeal-
ed. Gave a low cry, I mean. It sounds
better.

"You're hurt!"
"Scratched coming down the bank.

It's nothing."
"Are you sure?"
"Sure," I said. "Now forget it."
Wo sat there, side by side, for five

minutes. Neither of us said anything.
Either there was too much to say or
too little. I didn't know.

The town lay spread out before us
like a table set with a thousand can-
dles. It made mc think of the pic-
ture the queer camera had taken. Our
mill was going full. All the lamps
were on, and I saw a moving light
that I knew was the yard locomotive.
It wound in and out on its rickety
track, and I even fancied I recognized
its whistle. It looks like a pug dog,

Magical Effect of
Simple Face Peeler

To maintain a clear, white, youthful
complexion, there's nothing so simple
to use and yet so effective as ordinary
mercolized wax, which you can get at
any drug store. Just apply the wax at
night as you would cold cream. In tho
morning wash It oft with warm water.
If you've never tried it you can't im-
agine the magical effect of this harm-
IPSS home treatment. It causes the old
worn-out scarf skin to come oft In
minute particles, a little at a time, and
soon you have entirely shed the offen-
sive cuticle. The fresh young under-
skin now in evidence is so healthy and
girlish looking, so free from any ap-
pearance of artificiality, you wonder
why you had not lieurd of this marvel-
complexion-renewing secret long ago.

Equally magical in Its action Is a
simple wrinkle-removing lotion made
by dissolving an ounce of powdered
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and screeches like a pig under a gate.
"How long have you been watching

me?" she said suddenly.
"I didn't know It was you. Two or

three minutes."
"You saw what T was doing?"

"I heard."
"But you don't know what you

heard?"
"Look here, Hazel." I blurted out.

"I'm not spying on you. You needn't
explain if you don't want to. If you
were doing it, it's all right. There's
nothing to it."

The "Hazel" was a slip, but she

didn't notice it.
"You're a very dear boy," she said

in a low voice. "And?a very honor-
able gentleman, Oliver."

I didn't deserve that, and I told her
so. I'd been looking around the place,
and even if my motives were fairly
decent, I wasn't proud of it.

"I've been thinking all day. I
haven't had much else to do." Her
voice was wistful, and I knew she
was thinking of the office, and the
war order have I said it was a
war order? It was. Shells. "And
you'll have to know about things. I
can't let you think I wander about the
streets at night, but now that the mill
is on double time, and he is trying to
get things organized, he has very lit-
tle time."

"I guess you know you can count on
me," I said.

My voice wasn't exactly steady. It
was great to have her turn to me, but
of course it hurt, too, with Martin's
ring on a ribbon around her neck, and
all the rest of it. I'll go over the
bank, if you say the word, like the
?whatever it was."

"I want you to do something. Do
you think you could get to the roof at
Boisseau's?"

"I don't see why not."
"In daylight."
"In daylight. Sure. To tell you

the truth, I'm beginning to prefer day-
light for most things. It's safer."

"We have lost something, and 1
think, at least there's a chance, it is
on Boisseau's roof. If it isn't, it may
be on another near by. I should
think you could see from Boisseau's."

"I think I know what you have
lost."

"You know!"
She put her hand on my arm, and

it was shaking.
"I may be wrong. I'm no sleuth.

But If it is what I think it is, I know
where it is. Only I'm hanged if I
know why there's so much trouble
about the thing. It's a camera, isn't
it?"

"Yes."
I told her about it. It was rather

a long story. She stirred a trifle when
I said I had seen her pick up the
spring, and when I said that Sohmerz,
the policeman, had stooped for one
like it when he was hurt, she gave a
little cry. I took her hand then, and
she let me hold it.

Queer about hands, isn't It, how (he

touch of a girl's mite of a hand will
make a fellow either a king or a fool?
Honest, I was older and?well, better
is the only word I can think of?the
minute I felt her cold little paw
under mine.

The tear in the awning, the lens, the
I camera dealer's window, I told her
the whole thing. But she stopped me
when I told her.how I'd lost the lens
when I was showing it to Martin.

"But he must have known!" she
said. "He would know that it was a
lens, and that probably?" Her voice
trailed oft.

I don't always have to stand under
a pile-driver to get things driven homo.
I saw the whole thing in a minute.Martin had upset his glass of water,
you remember, and the cloth had been
changed. He'd had plenty of time to
put the lens in his pocket before I
missed It.

"As far as I know, he has the lens
now."

"Of course he would get it, if he
could." Then she rose to his defense
gallantly. That's a good word, and
It fits her. "Probably he is waiting
to get the rest of the camera. Ho felt
Quite sure he could ? recover It He
knows how vitally important It is."

(To Be Continued.)

SUGGESTIONS FOR HALLOWE'ENIn the October Woman's Home
Companion, there are some sugges-
tions for Hallowe'en parties. The
writer says:

"Little favors that children will
adore or that can be used at parties
may be made from popcorn. Have a
dish of hot thick sugar sirup ready

and build up little figures of tho corn
i by dipping each kernel in the sirup.

Use a marshmallow for the head, put-
i ting on the features with melted

chocolate. Make a hat using a large
chocolate peppermint for the brim

1 and a round chocolate for the crown;
. stick on the hat with the sirup.

"Another impish figure is made by

putting features on a lollypop and
sticking it into a shiny apple. Sticks
o£ candy make the arms and legs.

"On large chocolate peppermints
i mark jack o' lantern features with

melted white fondant, and ornament
little cakes iced in white with tiny
pumpkins made of yellow fondant,

? and citron stems and leaves."

JHIn. PERFECTION I
Smokeless Oil Heaters 9

V
Upstairs, downstairs?any 1

£) [a room in the house?is made more H
comfortable and livable with the 11

pg-g-- iBL Take it up in the sewing room when I

Oyou
want to keep most of the furnace B

heat on the first floor. Use it in the B
sick room or when baby frets at night. B
Let the children have it out in their fl

\y playhouse on Saturday afternoons. f|
You can enjoy all these advantages I

Experts have produced a without soot, smoke, ashes or un- flpleasant, unhealthful odors. The I
ia called J: eriection Oil Heater burns kerosene, B

Atlantic the most economical of fuels. A large a
Ravpliaht gallon tank makes constant refilling fl

unnecessary. To obtain perfect results B
todiatinauiahttfromordi- always use Atlantic Rayolight Oil 8nary kinds. Costs no more J 13

Askfor it byname? kmd ' II Your dealer will be glad to show I
-\u25a0 Jf you Perfection Oil Heaters. They are fl

| reasonably priced, from $3.50 I

I THE ATLANTIC REFINING COMPANY I
I Pittsburgh and Philadelphia I

Look for thi Sign '\u25a0 tßMtff.;
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