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|ATTACK CHANGES
VILLA CAMPAIGN
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have reckoned only on meeting oppo-
sition from brigands, but resistance
from regular armed troops of the Mex-
ican army put the American military
leaders immediately under the neces-
sity of preparing for such difficulties.
Whether these preparations will have
to be completed depends upon the
future course of the Carranza faction.

Only Had 150 Men

It can be stated that within a few
hours after the Parral fight the new
disposition of American troops was|
partly completed and within two days |
its most important features had been
entirely carried out. |

On April 12, about noon, Major |
Frank Tompkins, of the Thirteenth |
Cavalry, who chased the Villa bandits
across the international line at Colum-
bus, went into Parral with only a small
portion of his force, which totaled
about 150 men, including a pack train
outfit. He had Troops M and K of
the Thirteenth.

Major Tompkins had taken the pre-
caution the night before to send word |
by a messenger to the presidente at
Parral, Luls Herrera, that he would
call upon him next day to arrange for
buying provisions and to have the

JJ/

Parral military officials designate some
camping place for the Americans out-
side of Parral in accordance with the |
agreement by which the American
troops are not to occupy Mexican |
cities. Major Tompkins left most of |
his men outside of Parral, but took his |
advance guard into the city during his |
call. The presence of this guard was
both a military precaution considered
necessary in a country credited with
being strongly Villa inclined in senti-
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mediate attention. And still other : H. Mauk. undertaker, Sixth and Kel- | kins discovered one column of these |
points must be given prompt atten- k,"r Iﬁ,'[o”']‘;l .A‘”‘l”"’,]l will be made in |[uniformed men moving out to cut nﬂ"
tion to prevent further damage and| ¢ —ast Harrisburg Cemetery. the road to the east and to the north, |
X . To-day a force of men were | : ey 7 100G where he would have to retreat to es-
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grass seed. Tt is the intention of Bobbie: Ma's He shouted to these men to get away
Superintendent Forrer to repair the tellin’ "“ de from the road. When they did not

ks as soon as possible and especial-
sections which are dangerous
to pedestrians

heed his warning the American com- |
mander wheeled his horse and ordered |
his men to reply to the fire.
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of the river. It is also the policy nl"

Spring and the
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near Major Tompkins. The sergeant's |
body lay all day where it fell in the |
road, as his comrades were too hard
pressed to pick it up.
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A bullet struck Major Tompkins in
the left breast. The wound was slight,
according to military standards, and
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the major continued fighting all after-
noon. Lieutenant J. B. Ord, of the
Sixth Infantry, who accompanied the
cavalry expedition, was shot in the
left ear, a slight wound.
All-Afternoon Fight ’
As the fight began Major Tompkins
received word from the Carranza gen- 1‘
eral that the civillans were doing the |
shooting, that his troops were unable |

to control them, and advising the |
Americans to fall back. This falling |
back movement continued for five |

hours and a half, over a -distance of |
fifteen miles, on a road bordered by
bushes and hills, affording good cover
for pursuers. During all this time the
American troops repeatedly .-uuizhl‘
sight of men in Carranza uniforms
shooting at them, but saw few, if any,
civilians.

hills where the fight began,

men well spread out, across the road
and on adjoining eminences, who re-
tarded the attacks until the pack

back toward the American rear.
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animals and stores had time to get

note suggested that he was unable to
control his men. Tompkins replied

After moving out from the trap of immediately and quickly there came

Major
i | another flag of truce from
Tompkins formed a line of dlsmouxned;“,ho still was at the Mexican front.

Lozano

| This second messenger brought a de-
|mand from General Lozano that
| Major Tompkins withdraw and threat-
| ened to attack him if he refused.

' Colonel Brown who arrived at this

Defense Line Forms time with 350 men of the Tenth

Repeatedly during the nﬂernoonlcmnlr,\' and took command, replied

this defense line continued to form, |that he would not retreat a step from'

to fire from the cower of rocks,|Santa Cruz until ordered to do so by

| plecughed ground and ditches, and |his commanding officer. To this
’ then fall back to its horses for General Lozano made no reply.
& further retreat. The Americans had Hotbed of Villistas

no machine guns, only their pistols

4
is greatly weakened. and rifles,
structed to save his cartridges until
he could make them count. During
one of these defensive stands, Private |
Herbert Ledford, troop M, the Thir-|
teenth cavalry, was shot in the hand.
He continued to fight. Later in the
day his hand became swollen and al-
most useless, but still fighting, he was |
shot dead off his horse, a bullet pass- |
ing through his chest. His body lay |
in the road but at all times under |
cover of such an effective American |
fire that it was not molested. |
Sharpshooters Cover Retreat {
The other American wounded dur-
ing the afternoon fight were Corporal
Benjamin McGehee, of the Thirteenth
Cavalry, shot in the mouth; Corporal
walter E. Willingham, troop M, Thir-|
teenth, shot in the left leg; Corporal
Richard Tamous, troop K, ’I‘hlrtoenth,|
shot twice in both leg and forearm,
and Private M. L. Schoenberger, troop
K, Thirteenth, who suffered a slight |
wound in the left hand. As the Amer- |
jcans fell back, Major Tompkins
finally ordered that only the expert |
rifie shots among his men should reply 4‘
to the Mexican fire, as the cavalrymen |
were not hard pressed and as he

wished to save ammunition.

Reach Adobe Hut

Shortly before dark the Americans |
reached the adobe Mexican village of |
Santa Cruz where they loopholed!
some heavy mud walls, a foot or more |
thick, making very effective defensive
positions. The Mexicans did not press
them in this village but continued |
firing until 6:50. At that hour all |
shooting  ceased. Immediately a |
mounted man bearing a flag of truce
approached the American lines and
was taken to Major Tompkins, 1In|
| the Mexican lines bugles were blowing |
| the military recall for (-u\‘ﬂlrymelLl
| The truce messenger brought word|
from General Lozano who was at that |
il‘n\f! in the Mexican lines, a short dis- |
* ltance from the Americans. Lozano's|
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Investigation of the Parral situation
showed that while General Lozano

forces was fleelng southward toward
Durango and they were daily nearing
this force of bandits. In order to
proceed past Parral the Amerlcans
were forced to buy provisions for
men and horses at that town. It was
this necessity which led Major Tomp-
kins to open negotiations with the
Parral civil and military officials. The
concentration of American commands
was so rapid after the Parral fight
that at present there is no worry for
their safety among officers here.

The day after the fight Presidente
Herrera of Parral sent messengers to
Colonel Brown saying he regretted
that there had been a fight. He said
that he thought the Americans should
not have gone into Parral un-
announced. Colonel Brown replied by

pointing out that the Americans had
gone at what seemed a most reliable
invitation from Carranza officers and
had certainly sent the message to an-
nounce their coming.

The presidente repeated that Parral
civilians outnumbered the soldiers so
that the people could ‘not be con-
trolled. So far as the actual fighting
was concerned the Americans assert
they obtained positive evidence that
the Carranza troops were not out-
numbered by civilians and that few
civilians participated.

had record as a Carranza officer most
of his command was credited with be-
ing former Villa soldiers. The city of
Parral was known as a hotbed of
Villa sympathizers. The direct effect
of the Carranza attack on the Ameri-
cans was to interrupt the fast pursuit
of Villa which the American columns
were making with a handful of men.
While they were unable to verify the
stories that Villa was wounded and
on a stretcher, was being carried by
his men southward past Parral, they
know that an important unit of his
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