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North, by their vnwearied agitation of abo-
lition schemes, huve stirred the embers of
this strile; it is an wernal repronchi to them
overy
phase ol this udhappy sirugale, with the
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cry wl emnane I]'i}l“('ll

gy of lanaticism, wiih the subtle
intrigues of scheming demagogues, with all
the uppliances of cunning, intellect, and
patronage at their command, even at this
eventlul erisis, when every American brain
shoold be a1 work to bring abont a fair and
honorable peace, and they have no thought
no hope, no duty but 1o propogate their
ereed, extending iis inlluence inlo every
nook and corner of the land, poisoning ihe
aimosphere of these sacred Halls with in-
tlerminable discossion. Openly and in se-
erel, by the agency of tha press, the pulpit,
and the political tostrum, in the camp, in
the city and in the open field, they are
spreading the contagion; they are innocula.
ting the country with this moral pestilence
which hos already brooght ns where we
are, to the very brink of the grave ol our
nationnlity,

Bir, 10 these apostles of abolitioniam  will |

be traced herealter whatever of evil has ba-
fallen or may belall our country, Thay nre
building its sepulelire with the bones of
their slaoghterad eonnteymen. 1 do beliave
thera are gentlomen within my vision now,
whose sworn purpose, whosa first desire,
paramonnt even 1o o the preservation of
Republicanism, is emnncipation. They
and their decipies first threw the apple of
discord.  They first applied the torch, and
are now more busy than ever with hrow-
ing fresh foel o the flames. Should
ry ever trace=which God forbid—the ree-
ord of this conntry's ruin, that page will
seem the sitangest 1o those that read whicl
shall tell of the madpess and wickedness
of the areh fanatics ol abolitionism. In tha
dark recesses of the templa of infamy, the
gloomie=t niches will bear the inscription
ol their names,

listos

Siry 1 caunsel none buta moral interfer-
anca with“the work of these miscliief
makers, | would not have even fanaticism
deprived of the right of free speech ! nor
would 1 in any emergency, advocute the
glighiest inlringement by the Gavernmoent
upon (ha liberty of the press. Let them
sow the sced of their Inlamous doetrine
broadeast over the land.  Whatever may
be the dangar, | will not conntenance the
greater danger of establishing a dictatorship
over the thouglits of my fellow-country.
men.

But if tha aliominable theme must be
browght th the Council Chambers of the
nation, for thie suke of decency, if not of jus-
tice,Jet it be at w more suitable time. 1f (here
remning one Unlon man at the South let us
remember that lie isunrepresented here |
that the kubject particulatly concerns him,
and that it is unjust and ungenerous 1f not
cowaridly, to tnke advaniage ol his abzence
in push forward measures in regard 10 the
local institutions of his section, measires
against which, were he present, he would
give hiis earnnst oppositions  Tewill gquench
whdever remuins of Unlon feeling in the
South, ifivhas notalrendy doue so. It will
prove that the first idea of the dominant
party in the North is an active and unwa-
vering antagouism to slavery, and a fixed
purpose ta legislaie it ont of the country at
all  Lnzards,  1s it thus that we are to con-
quer a pencel Bir, we are flinging away
the last chances of reconciliation as reck-
less ns madmen cast their trensuras into the
The agitation of the sitbjact has been
the country’s bane at every
history; its discursion at this crisis is des.
perate self destroetion.  [sitwhile the mag.
azine is benoath us and about us, borsting
with the agancies of ruin that we must
choose 1o sport with the Auming torch of
the ineendiary? Sir, until oor beloved coun-
try shall be savad,the word Yemancipation’!
ehould by commorn concent, b banished
from the langonge of debate in this nssem-
blage. It is a spell which has wronght
enough already of desolation. It is a hell-
ish formula ol incantation which bhas con-
jured up the fiends ol discord and eivil
war, und it wus never so potent in its evil
tendency us now, whon it is being passed,
like the breath of the plagde fram mouth 10
mouth; in the Council Chambers of the
country which it hins ruiped. It should be
spoken in a whisper and with o prayer
linked to ity as a thing that brings a curea
and spreads o pestilence. 1 degpair
ol my country; 1 duspair of ever living
onee a blessed Union of lrater-
nal Stantes; when | hear all around me the
uttarance of that ruipbreeding word “eman-
eipution,” mingling with the shouts of bat.
tle, the fierce huxzas of trinmphover fallen
beothers, und the groans of our dying coun~
trymen.

S0

[l('.IlrMi ol s

mora  in

Sir, il in place of moking the negro ques-
tion & subject mattor of debate, this Con-
gress would ke into earnest, solemn con-
sideration  some  expedient for secoring
peacs, | do believe that suceess would
crown onr efforis. I they would enter up-
on that tusk, not with hearns embitiered and
intellects swayed by sectional antipathies
and mock philanthropy, but with afl their
souls devoted 10 that one sacred purpose—
the reconsiruction of the Unlon and our re-
demption from eivil war: il they would do
this In the spicitof conciliation, of forgive-
ness, of lolerance, of bratherhood, and kind
feeling; i is vy convietion that befare the
close ol this eventiul session, the prelimi-
naries ol a peace would be arranged. Boy
while, witl the obstinacy of & blind fanatic
anud the instinet of a bruial gladisgior, the
titat object ia o promulgate & party creed,
and the second 0 erush an opponent snd

With all the vners | wear the badge of vielory, | see no fairer

arts and

| our sonls, it

| eanesled

———

ed through ses of blood nud heaps of cars
nage, the forced submission of & ecroshed
and devasiated section, and the eqoally on
happy spectacle of a government trinmphe
ant, but exhauvsted by its irlumph, detested
by n moiety of those gnvaraignties that gave
it birih, and gazing with horrot and re-
morse npon the desolation it has wronght.
Sir, itis not my intention to vent repronch.
es even where | believe them best deservs
ed. 1 have arisen to enter my projest
aguinst the disoussion, in this ehamber, of
any anti-slavery scheme whatever at this
erigis, and 1o offer an earnest appenl 1o this
Congress that i legislation shall embrace
every means of securing an immediate
peace. 1M, ns the government claims, the
confederate cause is hopeless, the leadars
of the sscession movement cannot be igno-
rant of the fact, and knowing it they will
be naturally inelined to lend a willing ear
1o whutever proper overtures (his Govern-
ment may present. Al soma period of this
sirugale there must be negotiation, it must
be recortedl to, sooner or later; why not
now !

Is it becanse pride lorbids that we should
be the firsl 1o stretch out the hand of eoncil-
iation T Heaven forefend that thousands of
humun lives and a country’s welfare shoulid
depend npon so false a principle. Ia it ba.
cause the South has not been sufficiently
punished, humbled, and subdued ' Then
let us confess thut chastisement and veuge.
ance are the objects of this war. Is it be-
ciuse the anti elavery movement has not yet
received a safficient impetus ? I so0, go
teil it to the atmies that hava won yont
victories|  Make Abolition the war ery 1—
Place a banner with what device in the van.
witril, and lure those armies on lo conguest
with it=il yon can, Your soldiers woull

| rend the ireacherous ensizgn into shireds,

and woulil maren to their homes with the
same alacrity with which they pushed on
o he baule field,

What, then, is the ecauvee that withiholds
negotiation ¥ Yon will not parley with ar-
med treason ! Bat yon have parleyed wilh

| armed treason, if that he the word ; parley-

ed lar the mereconvenience of an exclianze

¢ of prisoner, and other purpuses o mitizae
the grievances ol war, 1t was your duty so

todo. And shall you not do 83 10 accom-
plist all that yoor troaps are fighting for—
the reconstruetion of the Uninn?

Let ns snppose that the South is anxions
o ambrace an oppartanity of retarn, audl is
witliheld from making cdvances by doubis

| a5 lothe intentions of the Norih: is it not

rizht that wa should confer with them, hat
those  doults may be remaoved 1—
Whit do the peaple care for such
miserable ponctilions inthe hour of a na
tion’s agony ! Sir, an honerable pence is
within the ginsp of this Congress withput
urther bloodshelt,  This Congress Knows

| thatitis so, sud when the peopleshall real

ize that ivis ouly the infamous design to
sirangthen the aoti-slavery movement that
pravents an effort o obtain thut peace, woe
to the chiefs of the abolition pany in the
land

But, enough of them, Words are thrawn
away upon their stobborn fansticism. |
appeal with beiter hope 1o the lofiier feel.
ingd that should pervade humanity, and
especially pervide this august essemblage ;
that should, by the nuture ol its sacred {unc-
tinns, ba lar removed (rom the miserable

{ ambition of reduecing a section of our com=
| mon conntry to the extreme and therefore
| dangerous condition of despair.

Sir, thare may be a fascination in the
gory magnilicence of war. There may be
a eraving for martial glories in the henrts
of men, and an iostinet ol contenting which
we sliare in commo with the brote crea-
tion. Bupif ever thera ean be a time when
a more Christian impulse should possess
i now ; now, when trinmph
and the conscionsness of strangih give us
thagnotle privitedge of extending the hand
of eoneilintion withoot fear of degredation or
of self reproach for cowardies, 11 adversity
has been our excose lor sternness, let suc-
cess be our plea lar magnanimity.  Provis
dence has placod within the reach of the

North a greater triumph than countless ar-
|

med legions could congner; the trivmph of
subduing a brave enemy with a generous
and merciful poalicy, wily Jisarm reseniment
and rekindle the old brotherly flame that
nethops is uottotally exiinet,  For, alier all,
(hey nra onr brothers, sir; and soma soften.

{ ing of the stern Roman rigor which aur

rulers have assumed s due to that brather.
hood, which, by uniimealy ssvarity, may be
now fotever. Thero are gentle-
men whowilleay that the South mus ba sub
doed; every armed Sowherner must throw
down his weapon and sue for merey.—
Shoutd a lreamuan ask as much of his broth-
er fraeman ¥ Would hey be waorlhy of
companion=hip in our fraternity, being re-
elaimed ai such a gneritico of manly feeling?
What would yoo have them do ! Would
you have them cropch and eringe and sirew
their heads with ashes and kneel at your
gates for readmission ¥ Theyare Americans,
sir, snd will not do it. No? thongh Roan:
oke and Heury and Doneldson should be re-
enaeled from day 1o day throogh the lapse
ol blaody years, they will notdo it.  Give
them some chance lor an honorable return,
or you will wipe out every hope, and the
iwo seelions will be twain forever. Yes,
sir! you may Jink them to each other with
chuine, and pin theirdestinies 1ogether with
bayonets;: bul at hearnt they will be 1wain

stn,

prospect than at#ome distant period reach- | lorever,

| ed,
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They ara the children of the same
heroie slock, the joint inheritors with our.
selvos of the precions legacy of frewdom ;
and it is a sacrilege aud an insult 10 the
momaories ol the past, that so many, sir,
should sit in yout presence here 10-dny 10
gond them on 1o desporate resistance, and
fow—nlns | so very few=10 meditute and
festrain,

Of those faw, | thank my God that | am
ohe. | am proadio proclaim it hera be-
neath the dome of the Capitol [ shall pro-
oluim it, here and everywhera, untl the
wings of peace shall be ance mora folded
overihe blesding bosom of my counuy, 1

{ &hall proctaim it aloud and honestly although

1o do #0 wonld muke ma the next vietim of
this ernel sirifa,

Sir, it may bo said that | speak of prace,
while its anainment, without farther recourse
to arms, remnins imposaible, | da not be.
lleve it impossible. What effart has been
made?  What door has been opened
through which the passions and 11l feelings
of the contestants might pass out and reason
antegr T Nonw, The single iden has beoy
loread vpon the people that the sword, nnd
the sworl alone, mast decide the issve. It
haa benn pronounced traason to hold an
opposite opinion.  Sir, il to have but litle
faith in the efficacy of the sword for joining
severed [riendships, if 1o earnesily desire
peace and deprecate the horrors of war, be
treason, then am ! a traitor;and Tam prouds
er of sueh treason than others can be of
their vindictive, flaming, and pretentious
patriotism.

I eonjute this Congress, in the name of
onr suffering canniry, in the name of wives
tkat may be widows, of ebildren” that may
be orphans, in the name of gallant men,
now strong in health, and who, 1o morrow,
muy be streiched in death wpou the gory
ground,or writhing, maimed, and disfiaured
with tonuring wounds—in the name of

' humanity, that sickens at the daily record

of thi<terrible sirife, 1 conjure this Congress

| 1o sejze al the merest chanee that may

existof a present termination of this tragedy,
Letsomething be avtempred in the spirit of
meditation.  Sir, the people will respond
to i, They will thaok this Congress for i1,

| They will bless this Congress for any mea:

sure thut breathies of the spirit of reconcilia.
tion. They weary of 1lus war, wanry in
despite ol the excitement of present victory.
They will wake =pon to the consciousness

! that such victories are purchused at 4 sac

tifice terrible 0 contemplate; that & national
delit is created, which,in its rapid azcamup.

| lation, is wppalling—a debl, which, if ever
[ paid will press like an incubus vpon fu-

ture gengrations, stunting the growih and
patualyziog the viaor of our young Repnbs
lie ; ory Qi repudinted, resiing a blot upon
onr nnnals,

[ we look abroad, the speclacls tends
ofily to our shame.  We see the sceptred
hands of Europe planting their royal ban-
ners upon the soil of 1his Western hemis-
phere, which it is our natural duty 10 con-
and which we
might ot loast hiave goarded from the greed
af foreign despots.  The flag of Aragon and
Bastile Hannts in the airof San Domingo and
united with the blazonries ol France and
England, is wnlurled npon the walls of San
Joan d'Ullon, Where may they not float a
twelve months hence, if we, the patural
goardians of thia continent, should sill be
buey dabbling in each others gore 1 Sir, it
there must ba war, let it be against the na-
tural enemies of republicanism ; il wa muost
hiumble our national pride to conciliate the
Biritish lion, let ve make some sacrifice 1o
win back in amity the Soath, that wa may
stand onece again ns comrades in arms, to
seourge interlopers witliin
their proper limis,

gecrite 1o republicanism,

tliese [I)FU];I'

I am no advocate of bloodshed bot if a |

foreign war should be the aliernntive of
submission 10 foreign insolenee, 1 1rost
that | should be the last 1o lall prosirate

v that the horicane might sweep harmless
a pany, |

by. To subserve the schemes ol
wa have already homilinted the American
people in 1he eyes of seoffing Europe! |t
will be a task hereafter 1o regain the caste

we have lost in the family of pations, No

greater evil could befnll us than 1o ba foreed

from the posilian we have hitherto assumedl
towards loreizn Powers 1
my country swarve ong inch from any vilal
her forewgn any
emergancy whalever. Above all things |
hold dear that nutional I|.{l|1n|'l which we
huve ever, till of late, praserved untarnishs
However gloomy may be the aspect
of things at home, | would have our flag
float as prondiy as ever abroad, not Jdeign-
ing to muke domestic williction a plea far
humility, an excose for cowardics, or u
prliiation of national dishonor.

prineipla ol roliey in

Whenever the ocension demands that a

stand should be mada sgainst loreign ag-
greasion, or a reboke administered to fora-
ign pride, or a chastisement inilictad wpon
loreign insolence, 1 woald have the gaunts
let theown down upon the impulse of the
national sentiment, without reference o
domesiiv exigencies, or pausing to measure
the strong proporiions ol the loe. ln the
heat ol onr privie discord, we seem 1o
huave lorgotien thisl our great mission as a
people, is to republicanize the world, to
dadvance the principle that men are capable
to sell-govarumeut, and 1o chieek the pro-
grees of monarchy, Bir, we are losing
ground in the fulfilment of that sacred mis
sion, and monuchy has gained & new foot.
bold, while wo have besn weskening our

I would not have |
|

sinews with intestine strife. To what pur-

pose ! Is it possible that gentlemen ean
hiope (o reconsirnet the Union by puorsuing
o policy of unrelenting severity ¥ Can they
expect to re-establish concord and brotherly
love by pushing hostilities 10 the exireme
verga? What is the Union worth without
mutoal respeet and reciprocal amity 1o
binid the sectione? What! a Union of un
willing Sintes, driven into companionship
at the poiut of the bayonet and held there
by military power. Such a Union would
not b worth the shedding of one brave
man's blood. Wa want thair hearts ot we
want them notat all. And we cannot cons
quer lisaria with bayonets, although they
should ontnumber the spears of Xerxes. If
not brought back by negotiation they are
gone lrom us forever. To slay their sold-
iers, lny waste their lands, and burn their
cities may be within our power. But to
ho'd them in subjection, would, in itself, be
a final repuiliation of the first prineiple of
Republicanism. Prosecote this war until
you Lave accomplished the necessity of
holding a subdued section in subjeciion,
and the world will look in wain for a re-
public on the Western Hemisphare.

Sir, | love to ententain the hope that our
Unior will be restored opon the loundation
luid down by our fathers; and I desire no
changes in the plan of that glorions super-
sttucture.  But ]l am not so unnaturala wor-
shipper of the Union ns 1o seck its salva-
tion with the desiruetion of thosa whose
wellare it was conceived ; 1o build upon

the deail bodies of my conntrymen. I

would purchase its redemplion otherwiso
than by anarchy and roin. 1 would not
fling away the substance to perpetuate the
name. Every drop of blood that is shed in
this stregale will weaken the bond of Union
between ns, One word of concilintion al

this crisis  will o more 10 save the coun- |

try than all the achievemems, past and to

come, of your viclarious soldiery.
Why sliould not that word go forth even

now, in the hour of the triumph of ile
Federal arms. If there lias ever been a
period in the histories of republics when
prolonged civil strife bas failed to curtnin
the liberty of the masses, | have not read
that history aright.  Already, with one
yeur's bilter experience, we have beheld
some of the dearest privileges of American
citizenship wrested from our grazp.
how long, at the same rate, before, upon
the convenient plea of necessity, shall we
ba stripped of other rights which heretolare
have made vs deem ourselves freemen 1'—
How long, while personal liber'y even now
depends on the nod of an official?  How
long, while free born American citizens
can be left (o languish in bastiles, beyond
the reach of the constitutional tribunals of
the land and at the merey of the Execulive.

How long, while the press, the guardian of

liberty, the friend of the masses, is shack-
led, gagzed, cowed dawn to sulled silence,
or worse yel, become the minion of a pany?
How long, while volers are arrested at the
polis by military process, and legislslors
ate harried off to prison belore they ean as«
sume their sacred functions ?

are coining money out of the blood of their
counirymen, paruding their showy patriot=
iam and shouting *Union,” with their arms
up to the elbows in the public Treasury 7—
How long. sir, will the people of the Nornh,
taxed beyond endurance, robbed and eheat-
@ by an everceraving honle of politieal hy-
enas—how long will they have a chojce

between freedom and anarchy, betwesn a |

republic and  desporism? Alas! we #till
eling 1o the name ol a republie, but have
we the realily ¥ luis entirely atthe option

ol one man, or of n conneil of men, wheth- |

er the citizen shiall bresthe in freedom the
air of Heaven. Al the “open sesame” of thie
Executive, the gloomy portals of the Bas-
tiles Lu Favette or Warren will gape to re.
eeiva him. And this is the Republic | was
taught to love.

Sir, this is on'y a symbel of what must
inevitably be, should the Sonh be crushed
into the Union.  You may bring the Sooth
to tarms with your hayonews, but when you
linve done 80 you will have made a hond
of air; a covenant whose seal will be o
military despotism, and to break it at the
first opportunity will be an aim and a paor-
posa on the purt of a subdued section, What
they have atlempied once they will na {uil
to atlempl again, when smarting under the
remembrance of defeat, when cherishing
the deadly hate that a war to the utlerance
will engender,

For the sake of Union now and Union
liereufter—not an enfarced Union, but the
strong Union of willing hearis—Il et the word
of peace go forth, let the hand of reconcili
ation be extended. Why, wir, | have heard
such words of biuer hared expressod
against these Southernars by Northern lips,
that | fear it may alteady be oo late ever
to renew the bonds of [ruternity. Such sen-
timents, | have hoard of implacable resent.
ment, of thirsting vengeance, of sectional
antipathy as Hepnibal was taught to nurs
ture againsl Kome, as Rome in bher quonch-
less jealousy conceived lowards Canhinge
o the end. Aud the doom of Carhage
may be aceepted by the Bouth rather than
rounion at the bayonet's point,

I appeal 1o 1his Congress Lo aver! that fate

as Inglorious 1o 1he vietor os lo the vuns
quiched, Let the door of negoliation be
flang wide open, flung open now, while
we can make advances with good grace,
and with laurels upon our brow, To the

And |

How long
while the partizans of the Abolition party |

e

winds with the doeiring that you will not
treat with armed reaitors. [t is a sentiment
fitter for the epoch of a purpled Roman,
than for the Christian age in wiish we live
It is the sentiment of one who rales with o

tod of iron, not of & great and generdus
people who assume 10 tule themselves —
Enough hus besn done in prool of the vig:
or nf the Norih and the resonrces of 1he Gov-
ernment.  Let something be now done for
the enke of the past, for the memoties of
the memories of the Revolution, of the
strigale of 1812 of the Banle fields of Mex-
ico, lor the sake of a Union whoke cement
shiall be forgivences for the past,and friend-
ship and lotbearance for the futare.

In place ol exulting over victories and
longing lor new trinmphs, how much mare
pleasant and more holy (o druw & pictara
ol the joy that will pervade many a now
gloomy houvsehold when the glad tidings of
peace shall be borne from cily (o village,
trom village (o homesiead, from lip 1o lip,
and from heart (o heart. A nation’s jubiles
wobld woll repay you for some linle yield-
ingo! your stern palicy, How many  arnis
would be ontstreiched, lhow many hear's
would bound 10 give a * welcome hotus
again I 1o the war siained voluntaer. Of |
sir, those meelings atihie cortage threshold,
those claspings at the furm.house poreh
the cleaving of throbbing bosoms of wam
en, searred and manly breasts, were worl)
all the lunrels thnt wers ever snatched irom
a blood-slnined field. Thenews of aur v
tories have been hailed with peans and il
luminaiions, but, with the first tidings of
pence there is nola hovel iu the land 1has
would not have a candle in its window, 101
a pulace that would not blaze with sple;-
dors in token of the advent of a blessing,
priceless beyond all earthly trinmphs,

Then, sir, let us lower the points of ong
victorious Awords, and parley with the Joo
while the bugle blasis of victory are yet
ringing in our ears. Il we are ‘ree in a
lLicipation from the peril of (uiure reverses |
il we ure sanguine that the Federal aruie
are henceforward gifted with ivineibility,
that is the noblest reason why we shoyl!
say 1o our opponents, ** pause if you will
retlecl.”  Let us yield them one chaucs 1o
reconicilement belore we drive them 1o 1he
resistance ol despair.  There ean be nn
victory where kith and kin, where brothers
and lellow countrymen, whare men who
nre boand to each other by the holies: o
past associations are strugpling for supren:-
oey.  All Qs defeat ; all is disaster ; all
misfortune, tears and moursing. Do not
let us efface with blood every sacred mem-
ory that may yet bind these men 1o 1s e
brothers. Give one sign of invitation b=
lora the death sirogale is renewed.

Eir, | have spoken Ireely, sludying only
to muke my words an index 1o my thoug i
My opinions huve brought me the censurs
olten most discorteously axpressed of man;
who differ with me, bul for that | care livis
I am content to abide the heur that shall + ;
me right before my countrymeu, As | Lo
lieved the prosecution of tliis war 10 b o
widening ol the gall that seperates the soe-
tions, 1 have earnestly opposed it. 1 have
wlways looked npon the subjugation of the
Souaih as a project, whose [ulfillment wouli
strike a heavy, perhiaps o fatal blow 1o tree
Republicanism, and slthaugh [ yield tn no
mun in devotion to the Union, althongh
would make auy and every personal sacr-
tice 1o restore its glory and integrity, 1wl
never consent, even f(or the sake of the U
ton, 1o yield up my birthright us a free ma:
to sucrilioe those prineiples of «ell-gover;
ment, thosa rights of free speech, fres
thought, und  perconal liberty, withen
which Union is bat o mockery aud o nams

It is ot grandeur and exwent of tereitars
that I coveius the chiel atributes of 1!z
Government andur which lam (o live.—
Were | one of but a single commnnity, in
gignificant in numbers, bui secure i agowr
aniee ol jrure N‘;\ 1hiiean mimstraon of ul=
tuies; | wonld be proud of my citizenship
Botthe Union of a 1housand States, ea
one as great and populous asithe noble one
among whose Represeniatives | have Yhe
honor to be, | would dewest, yes, sir, in my
inmost heart | would deiest i, if the holdir
tagethier of its eomponent paris should ere-
ate n pecessity lor the assumption of des-
ptlll.(! puwcr.

Sell government is the god of my politi-
eal idolatry, and 1the Pnion is but a tem ple
in which | have worshipped i, Shiold
that lemple be dastroyed, | wounld noy
sake the cread, nor would the might
ciple be buried in the ruins. [ love und
would preserve the temple, for beneath i
ronl are gatherod the holy teasures of pas:
associazions ; upon its hallowed wall ars
inseribed the names of painiots, from the
North and from the South, whose blood has
beeu ils cement,  Bat rather wonld 1 have
the glornous fabrie crumble 10 the dost
thin sve the spirit of despotism enchrine|
Fithin its sacred precinels
| have seen already the si'ent but length
ening shadow of Abolitionism creeping in
to this sacred asylum. And when the Ex
ecutive hund, lor the (st tiwe in ode hist -
ry, was interposedd beiween the e tizan and
his rights, the germ was planted ol a dans
ger mighter than rebellion in its most gi
ganie ph-u’--- s for ] believe & m!ru.mhmu
by an Executive to be in ilsell rebelll
against the only sovereignty I acknowled
—the mujesty ol the people. | beliey
each step towands Abolitianism 1o be more
fatalto the wellare of the Republic than
any possible act within the power of the
citizen to conceive and exeenia | will re-
8isl every grasp that muy be made upon &
aliribute ol savereignty not heretolore ac-
knowledged ro the Chiel Magistiracy ; for
reason aud instinet, no less than the fearful
examples that hiswory has farnished from
the ashes ol republics, 1each me that the
first siep, unchockad, will not be the last,
bul unly the precorsor of those giant stride
by which, over the necks of beirayed irse
men, ambilious men have mounted to a
throne

We wanta Union, sir, of saversigns, not
of subjecis, Aud ihailour Government|shall
extend over a vast area, to me as il less
mowent than that it should be purely, strict-
ly, and unequivoenlly Repowlican at all
times and woder wll conditions

8ir, | have done. lhuve only o reitarais
my hope and my entreaty that this Con-
gress, which has in sscred charge tha we
ture of oor conniry, will adopt some meas
ure which will bring about a cessation ol
hosiilities, with aview tanegotiation. Thay
done, | am firm in oy belial that bostilivie
will not be resumed.




