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U. S, Bric WaAsnINGTON.,
PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 22 1846.

To the Editor of the Bullimore Palri:
ol
Sia: Should you decm the enclosed

details of the wreck of the T, 5, Brig

Washinglon, in the huiricane of the 8 h

inst., off Cape Hatters, worthy a plice

in the columns of your valuable paper,

they may prove not uninteresting o

some of your readers. o8 being connect-

ed with a fate of a gallant officer, well
known in your city, and wherever
known beloved, A Navaw Oppicen.
Alter a pleasant eruise of aboul a
month, in the Gull Stream, where sh

hod been employed surveying, the U

8. Brig Washinglon, Lt Comm’y Geo.

M. Bache, stood in, on the Tily insi.for

the eapes of Virginis.  Asthe wind ap-

peared threatning, the  wind fresh mnd
blowing on shore, greal anxiely was fel
to reach sn anchoragr. The night
came on dark and lowering, and as we

neared the land all eyes were (urned 1o

the windward to cateh the glimmer of

the light for which we wera sttiving,

(that upon Smith’s Island,) though the

haze asd squalls, now heginning to ob

seure the horpizongt the windwird: A

bout eleven cur hearts were gladdened

by the welcome cry of Hight he!" from
tire look out; but the joy wis doomed to
be of short durgtion.—The light upon

Cape Heury, without muking

the harhor cannot be entered, must have

been obscured by @ squally for when we
brought by the wind, sfter hearing |
for it, expecling every momeatto muke
the looked for beacon, alwavs cheering
to the mariner, in our case we feltto be
terrible ery ol

which

our only hope—ihe
breskers shead!' strurk a pang to hearts
tlirabbing with hope, aud told that  we
were abaeidoned 1o 1he horrars of a ler
ghinre, and thst our only prospect ol
safety Luy in betng sble 1o carry sail a

gainst the wind,  Sea aod current fore-
iag ue upon Cape Hutrers, the terror ol
aeamen, this al' felt to be forlorne hope.
fur \he gile now increased in violencr,
howlell ominously through the rigging
sud already our little vessel  swaggered
under her canvass; the sky was ohscured
by flying masses of dark clouds: e
crestoof the waves heaving their datk
volumes to the sky, Dished with the
ghasily phosphorescent light often ob
served in sterms, onee the sea
wan lit up for a [ew seconds by o pale
blue light, known to seamen a8 theCo

aliead!

pus Santo, and whose appallicg appeir
ance they superstitiously (regard s (e
precursor of mislortune and wreek. the
burometor fell rapidly, and  eversihing
foretold a terrible strife of the elemenis

Upon discovering the breakers, (he
hrig wrs inmedislely worn wih her
hesdd off thore; the courses reeled, ha
top eaily double reefed and sel.

the gallant eraft did her part; groaning
in every timber; her 1all  mas's bowing
1o the blast,  Day light found  her il
draggiog onyand rising tothe seas whick
appesred [ressing on to ter destroeiion,
it broughit un incresse of wind snd mos
gloomy prospect, the sea ran fearfully
tighy wnd appeared one sheet of foam,
far 8 the eye could qeach, We had
lost during the night the lee boats, whiek
fad filled 1orn from the duvits, jib  and
fying jib booms, topmast, slaysail, §e.
'lie lead, every cast of which had Leen
watehed with deep snxiely, told tha
we were rapidly drifting upon the shore.
—DBy seven the winds Lad inervased t
a lurricane; sal after sail  had  eithel
been 1aken in, or splittiig with a nois
iike thander, blew into ribbous to lee
ward, the vards shivering like pipe
s'ems: nothing remained but the foretop
swily unconnected under  which the briyg
ey to’ noul eleven, A. M., when the
hurricane had reached its  hoight, aud
raged with extraordinary  vivlence, sur
passiog anything we had ever scen. The
trig lay ou her sidei the waier bolling
over the lee rail; we were obliged 1o
cling to the rigging, 10 prevenl being
hlown or washed overbooed, for the ses
appeared uprooted [rom its bed aund
horne in huge masses through the sir,
constanily swept our decks, The lu
guns were thrown overboard, and sub
sequently the weallier ones, and  the
helm put ups she refused 1o answer il
and the order was given 1o cal nway U
mainmosts it wes promptly obeyed, «
was every other, our noble crew beliave
ing with the steadiness and disiplin
characterisiic of ‘men ul war'ls men.”

L tis fall the mamast carried  away
he head of the loremusi, al
rarerop sail yards, which huogin o mas

lopinast

0 leeward; every exeriion Was made b
will of the Washingron® sieercd wilidiy
iy before tne hiuriicane to the shore, st
had striven so well 1o elew ; the anchors
it been prepared for letting gy a8 th
lust hope, yel oo vae imogined (hat the
sables would hold fur 8 moment 1 th
‘T'he horrors of the seeit
noflle descripiions  The feree huwhing
of the bhurticane, the rosting ol (he
waves, bresking 1o irregolas mosses o
round us and press ng oo mad'y 10 ow
wuke, as eager to bein a1 ihe

furious seu,

death—

were added to the crashing ol spars.
whieh, falling from alol or Luaehed o
noird by the sew; now made sal v
among us,  Two oflicers and  sevenl o
the erew had been borne wounled be
low: scatcely one among us escaprd in

ylng

seage Lol asign ul ll helung  Jure aod

juey s aod yer throughous s
iy not a blanehed chivek was 1o be seen
orders were given and  exceuted  wilh
he coolness of every diy minaivering.
Never did the wiiter fecl 82 o d wl
A

we peared the breakers, eaeh min await-

s countryman’s seameu sy 1hen.

ad the fote which appeared uevitable
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driving spray hid them forever [rom
we sight,  We supposed ourselves a-
nong the breskers. and thul our unfor-
anute shipmates had but snticipated our
fgom still i1 was a bilter pang 1o
itiem thos cut of from among us, snd
many sneye which had calmly eonlront-
edd death, mistrusted at their fate. They
were among the flower of our crew, beis
ter segmen never trod o deck, and lony
will be eherished the memory ol then
senerous, kindly natures. My pen is
unequal 1o the tark of paying @ filing
iribute to the memory ol vur deparies
commander, to rare professional sceoms
plishments, he added  evely viriu
whieh ennubles tha human character,
Never wasls commander mors «sineerdly
deloved and respecied by thuse who
secved under himy his duly was alwaye
uppermost 10 hig mind, snd the law
words we hesrd him utter were sdidress.
ing his oflicars when they stood togeth-
ur on the brivk of eternity: *Gentlemen
[ tope you think I have done my duty
—hava used every exertion to save ths
vescel.” lle had indeed done his duty,
with the skill and coutage which distin-
guishied him—no murlal could havi
done move. Yel, wheu there appesred
no earthly hope, Goad  was meceifully
plessed Lo suecor us; the hurricane abal-
ey our cables veered to the *betier end’
(contrary to all expectation) held, wno
tie anchors dragging checked her doiiy,
suon after the wind suddenly shilted 1
ihe northward and  westward, the seas
went down considerably, amd still drag.
ging, the brig tiled oll shore. She was
bghiened of kentledge, &eoy the  fore.
nash cut away, and rode egsily 4t sunss
3 0
B
rom vhe ootithwaerd, with twoa anchors
fead—the stream cable hod parted, O
X
i

ieakers upon \he Caps touring asters,

U L) Haotlers was seen 2lose aboar

1 the 12 by we rude 1o a heavy

rabiles bearing o heavy sirain, we

pec'ed every moment to part, and

We were employed rigging jury mas
sl having saved only & tew Hight spacs
managed badly,  Upon the evening
hie 12 hy the winddying sway, huve o
v the lwrhownd ehatn, wod found the uie
chor gt}!;P.-—-—IH heavir gup the starhoard
ne, whon nesr the bows, i's shackle
ol drew and 1 was also lost; made sail
ipon the jary masis and sfoud (o sea
e next dny -‘ll“'te ihe brigJ. Deter
wn ol New York, aml by her was kind
v supplied with ananchor and a  few
spnin spargg and the next day the steam:
wr Pulmeito,’ obtained from her o small
Upon the 15'h, walted light airs
from the southward, got  within  thirty
mileg of Cape Henry; when the  wind

again coming out fresh from the N. E.

houte

were agsinin  greal peril—barely sue
ceeded 1n Weathering *Hatters Shoals,”
and again  were blown into the ‘fguli
stream,” whera she *lay to” in & gale
from the northward and eastward, until
he L7thy, when it sbalad, and in the sl

must inereditabia,

At or vear meridiae, the hebin was
put down, and the larbosrd  anchorags
fet gog as shie cama o the wind, @ heavy
sei broke on board, throwing he brig
upon her beam ends, shilting tank<, bal
lagt, &e, 10 the holdg carrying away ot
derk, esbing wheely hoats, Lulwar ks, X,
and washicg overbosnd  desrly ever)
1|:I||‘
she r ghted bl Toll of warer,er clinging
to fragmenis ol the wi cky toning, nl
wepeeded o regaining the ded k, vxcep

andd ten ol thie rrew,
showed them ealim wod composed, the

e hosrtl secimed U e spimate hen.

Oue noble lellow, as Le l.:l&.-'nj aslern

Nobiy waved bus hat in token ol edivy, snd he

with o culmness snd scll pusstision &l |

But thivwn shourd by 1hie ses, “ |

etuonn to the great joy of all hands, ¢
‘man of war, showing Jmerican  colors,
was dosonibed standing rowards us, oI+
i neared us we recognized with emo-

; ony of pride ard pleasure, the well
cunwh figure bawl of the *Canstitution,’
We were immediately boarded and te-
con in tow by her, and upon the even.
g of the 21 exchanging with her gal-

{Lint erew ihiree hearty cheers, we cast ofl
s stooil in the Capes of the Delawne,
| vhere we anchored oo the 22qdaceom:

A i i‘_\ " 1\':ul boa's e were neasr-

ly destiiinte of water, and ol & vry fom-

e lamented eommander, Licuts Baehe,| orty when wo fell in wish <00 Tron
In @ moment they odes,” aod shiall long temember with!

| »
were swept from our view, thin mument |&rl ule the kind sympathy ¢ xrended

|ruw.'.n!- s« h)’ her officors, and the alse.

puppitied nur wagle,

. — ——

Learn to lLive, sud live tolcacn,
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RU' BELY, THE ‘STRIKER.'
A EUUTII-WIC;ERN SKETCH,

| Y WILL WHIPPLE,
Two years ago we were st the linle town
of Columbia, on the banks of the Missiseip
pi, &t that sime a place of some local intere
ost, from the fact of o ruffian being impriss
oned there previous to s irial for murders
tng o man, Tho vietim of his ferocions
murder hiad ealled st Btewary’s house sfter
sunset and begged a lodging for the night,
whieh was granted; but sfter the man had
sought the resiing plaze pointed out 1o hiw
Stewart, in u spirit of brutal sport, set lis
doga upor, him snd wiged them on unul the
poor fellow, afier vainly avempting 1o de=
tend himsell from their uniacks, was litera's
ly torn 1o pieces.und then flung out of doors
1o dhe,

The ciceumstances of this horible mur-
der may sill be fresh in the memory ol
many buy the details of the cupture of the
mordercr liave never, we believe, been
made publie.  And asthe personages cons
cerned in the arrest, together with the made
in which it was performed, allford a fine op-
partunity for exemplilying some of the pes
euliarities of South- Weswern character, we
shall give the relation ss we heard 1t from
the month of nne of the actors, indeed he
principal in e allsirs Dot 1 begin at the,
beginning.

About twn weeks afier leaving Columbia

we were stanting at the door of a smull
house in the Jistle wwn of Jonesboro,' on
thie Washita, and consistung of five or six
lng dwellings and a coton shied of the same
primitive architecture,  Near where we
staod were two Arkansawvers, as thev eal
themselves, in earnesy conversation, in the
course ¢f which one of them vsed a phesse
which, thivugh common at the South, wa®
o longl pew o pe. b war—=A0 ke's o
strifir.
Now, althovgh curiosity is said 10 be e
It senliar prefogative al womnr, we musi
gonluss that man [ikewise lLius no small
hare ol the same tickhsh propensity: a
east we fels 1oon thet occasion, and wiep-
png lorward sald:

‘My fricad, what do you mean by &
tiher?!

The man eyed us for 3 moment, and then
splicd—

“Why you see siranger—but stop a bit,
Wl T iake a irginny feast.

‘A Virginiy feasy,” thought we; twhat s
that?'

reeesses of bis capacions pockets, he drow
(arth 8 large piece of eliewing tobacco, and
sfier offering 1010 us with *Have u chaw?'
e bit off sufficient 10 pmson a hoize, and
tolling it 1w ihe gide of his clivek, commec-
ed lis explanavion afresh-—

*Why, yon see, sirapger—DMoses and
Aaron war eirikers,  George Washington
war a eiriker, Gineral Jackson war a sirik-
or, and 1t man thar,’ pointing w an indis
viddual &t a short distunce off, he's a surike
and no mistake, e aint lelt Lis oats for
pothin, el ye!!

The definiion puzzled us a linle, but
wo mude out enough of it 1o understind
that all porsons who perforin decds of
prowess are ‘sirikers.'

The tan thur,' indicated 88w siciker,
was a shurt, lean, mescular man, dressed 1o
the white blankey cont,  \With black sinpes
round the gkib and over the shoulders, 80
common to the Souili.  He bore in e
bead of s arm a long ofle, and a0 his sl
a stuined and greasy ‘enther pouch for bul-
lets, from which sl4o depended a Jong huni
tng=knife in s sheath.

Afwe wakiog this survey, wa turned
olr new acguaintanee and said—

“What has he dove, 10 have that tiile giv
en lim!'

‘Done—what, Ru' Bell! Didn't he cap-
uvate Dick Sieweart!’

C1'his hen waa the man who performed
that exploin’ thought we looking st him
with sull more inierast, for the fams of the
deetd spread far and wide through those

determined spirirywhich suppotied ihem pity wnd generosity  wih o which  they Celmiiiv ogioons nd W tawadly Wished

we could hesr him relate the manner in
which it wos acliieved, A few duys afier.
wards we were gralified,
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e soon koew, for afier diving into thef

the Mind of Man.—"Thomas Jelfarson
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*You see,' said he, 108 knot of suditore
on board & steamboat, going to Egore Fae
ber, *You see, thar wae o reward offered
to any body who would ke Dick Siewant
and so | thought I moughi ss well Yave it
a8 not,'

But were you not snxious sbout the re-
sult?  This Stewart was, by a'l BCCOUNLS, &
desperate churacter, and | heard o man sy
=11 Dick Stewart wold him 10 swim the
Mississippi he would have 10 do i}*

‘I know, stranger, but that was the best
of i Deaid o mysell: Ru' Bell, you aips
had a tearin” down fight for s mighty long
ime, anid heee's a gmart elisnee to wake
gou up. But 1N git eomebody to go along
jesttosee fuit play Like, So 1 eslled on
Gineral Plummer, and ses he, “a8 1 ain
got nothin' to do jest now, | daw't care if |
jine you'—and then I knosked wp Rafe
Morgan, und he said a4 how though he had
the agur rayther tall, he reckoned he could
see e (on "twixt the shukins'  So we goy
our plunder and putitin a dug out wnd
storied for the Bio Bertholemence,us | heurn
tell Stewurt was in he swamp up that way,
When we got 1o the swamp, we bruck
through the cane, mukin & bee-line for the
nigger hot whar I more'n ‘spected Dick
Siewart larthed 1 know'd all them diggins'
well, and thar warnt a trail I hadn'y (oller-
vid from the Mississippi o the Washtaw; foy
many a time 1'd a hunted bar and sich like
vatmin from Riv Mason right seross 1o the
Bio Berthulemee eampin® out o' nights and
strtin’ fresh nexty mornin.'

Hut were you not afraid of the wolves!’)
*Well 1 warn's, Wulves ecan't
shear me nor patpnters auther,  The bars
ia wuss nor all the other varmin put 19s
geiher—they've got & wighty nusty bug |
el ye.!

“I'ien you kave been scared by ile
bears!'

hoss!

*Well, stranger, 1 do eonfess that corn—
oned'v—a lew, Buios 1 was sayin', we
situck a beeshoe ttrough the cene, and
bimeby we come o sight ol the liule log-
house, then ses Lo the Goeral, *Gineral.’
08 |, *you goone sidee wnd ule the other,
antd don'eyou two do nwhis’ onless Dick
teins 1o muke tracks for the swamp.”

¢ Nelly we won't Ru')' sus the Gineral,
MWhen 1 see’] "em stend well off, Ledges
mysell 10a lig cotlon-woold tree, atl guod
shooun' disiance and hollers out;

Aello house,” ant buneby | gecd i
door opon  leetle—just v leette, and e
Dick Stewart gut lis feead rovnd the cornes
of the doar pust.  Assoun &8 he seed qn
he sns:

*What do you want here, Ru't!

1 want you, Dick," ses I

You aint come to 1ake ! e he look-
in" us black #8 thunder,

‘Well, I wrn, hoss,” ses [, a sort o' q et
likeg rand here's Gmers! Plummar snd Rafe
Margan come lo awe fair play.'

‘You'd & bloody sight bener clear on
while you can,’ ees e, ‘for I'm nov gwint
w ba taken alive, 1 1ell ye.”

!l dar gays’ ses I, 'l specied as much ani
[ told the Gineral g0 buy '
what's gwine o tnke gou, Dik—the G
eral and Aufe won't do nothin', jest 1o ob-

lh{‘. Hian

fegn me, onless vou try 1o sireak i)

*Go way, Ru', T doa’t #untto hurt ynu.'
se# ligg 'look here you see I'm not onpres
pared.

+T'tiat's a fact,’ ses I; ‘vou've got two
rifies, a double becrelled shot gon, two pies
tols ardl a bowiesknifez but it algl no use
hosa==you miza! come.'

‘Must come!' aes he, gripping hie rifle
and gitun® oudaciously savage,  *Mus
come! look here, Ru' 'wint five men ew
take me, nor ten nither, and you know )
so vou'd hetter make iracka for the By
mighty quick, or U'll blow iy rifle theoug)
you.'

“That's ail o'rect enovgh, Dick,’ eea |
loakin® right intu hie eve all the ume, for |
seen he was a geinin’ catawampous, *That's
all o'rect enough, Dick, but 1 dida’t prddle
all the way up the Bio for nothin’, and 1
would's lopk wall for me o go home with-
Besitler, sen | *what wouold th

oul you.
'em

Gineral and Rafe say—I promised
fight and it would be ocafuir to disappoin:
grn, it would,'

A
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l *Well, ses he lookin' as savage as 4 she
bar what has cubs.  *If you wiill have it,
blaze away then,

‘No, Dick” ses I, I'm made up my mind
10 eaptivale you; but ivs sgin \he laws for
ma 10 fire sfore you've made any resisinnce
a0 shioot on Wt ones's or else 8'rendereit
sint no use talkin' 8o much sboutit fur you
muzst come.’

*Siranger  you sbhould have hearn him
<ip and cuss, when I asid vhai lie slomp'd
ind he sware, and called e sl manner o'
names, onfil he churned himself up into a
Jroth! byt it wan't no use—Le conlin's
skear me 0or yit put we in 8 passion and
make forgit what 1 war doin'=—1"ve 81 1he
Inging tao moch for that,  So all w1 once't
he guv s skreek, and biszed right away, 1
seed what war comin’ and 20 | dodged be-
hind the cotton wood tree. L war jest In
ime, for the bullet ploughed slong the bark
wnd ook off & splinter right agin my mouih
ind the wind of it tark awsy my brasty, o
8 10 make me stagger 0" one side & lecila
when crack! comes snother buller and rips
my hat right off my 1 ead,

‘Hooray!® ses Siewart; ‘tha's (wiea't
I've hiv you, Ra' go home now like a good
boy~=—you can't take me,'

L didn't say notin’, but I drops quietly
down behind the 1ree, and curhn' my rifla
connd it, blazes away b himoand bl i a
the side and when 1| seed him fsll back [
'erawls 1o the other end of & hig gum what
[aid on the ground a roltenin® sud turns on
my back snd Juads my nflie sgin in double
quick time and then 1 peeps the leetlest mit
thraugh a erook of the limb 1o sue lor Hiews
art,  I'bar he was i the door-way  wiih
hirs fips tight elenched und his eyes a flashe
ing, und lookin® all sboutarter me with 8
fkindor sport.  This face wus 2 leeile pale,
and the bload was cozin® cul from his side,
Well we waited jest g0 for a good while—
he a watchin' for me and £ a peepm’ for 2
hanee a4 him; for he keep Nimsell covered
pretty much by the door post, sud it warn't
40 use in me to fling sway 8 shot. At lusd
[ got tired and thought 1'd a bever draw him
st So | hfied my hain on my head nil it
aond strpight up like and then showed it a-
nove the log.  Cruck! weoy hia cifle agie,
ind 1 felt the bullet sculp mes but L did’ne
pare for that batup | jnmps and fires r'tghl.
o him, 1 know'd I'¢ hiv Bim for lie guv
v queer sart o serew to his mouih sod (el
haek behind the door postagin.

‘Well, arter this, we wasted a good dea]
i time a watehin' for one another,  bhut st
J4st T coweh'd bin eye a shinn' belween the
loga and then | thought | wonld wry & trick
on Lim that 1 hed praciysed on the Jugins
ance’t wfore.  So J waobbled along an my
helly like a sarpent (il / reached the coi-
on wood tree and chingin® with my  1<ft
fand 1o the wee Sswung mysell suddenly
round it and 48 be ficed J jumped sway vp
with @ shreek &nd (1 kerthump right 1 #
on the anth. The moment [did g0 i
sprung eut all & bleedin' and srruck for the
cane brakes but Rafe Morgan dushed  [or's
ad and ketelin himein lila arms= flung Liim
Lawn and e thev wrastled fust ong up
o then Cother wll - Stewart got Rl une
lermostand then £ aeed him fomb'e 8t Lig

sile fur o nethin' Gineial

ardl presenily
Plummer ealle 1o me quick—
sLook aut Hla't ook aud Shont

Seu!

Hiews

1]
it ke pepundel’ ses he gec! lig's

s gwine 1o knife Rufe)

«And sure enough the bowie was about
o make u plangn when 7 tired. Weli [/
Wiere said Dick wae ara'sl rosrer——what
I've think he 111/ Why he dropped hie
knife and Aung Rale uppermost jest 10 lime
or my bollet 1o perforute him through,

‘W hat Morgan—your friend?’

“True as Gospel sicanger I
Joan hole in st the shoulder and oul at 1oth.
srside.  Well it made me mad to see Ruls
arn over on his back, so Japrung (o ard,
and afore Stewart could use tus knife sgun
[ pinned him 10 the ground.

S'render! ses /.

Pl seefyou d—=d fust” ses he and then
he toened all goris o' colors and fainted.

cwell the (enezal and J eiwunched tha
dond of batly ofRafe and Dick,aod then we
snreiedl 'em 1 the dug out, and paddled
fowy e Bio, makin' die nearest acks fot

waim A
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