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A SAD STORY.
THE LADY OF ELM-WOD.
CHAPTER 1.
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The evening shadows were stealing on
at the close ol a cold bright winter's duy,

- l have sworh nm the Alter of Qod, eternal hnsﬂluy to evory form of Tsrunny ovor the Mind of Man'—
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than before.

hately

My lord says,’ said the old woman
(hat it is only vour fancy that is sick !
‘And did you tell him, nurse, that v

©er.

And Paterson?" inguired the lady, *May
I send for him?'
'y lord #aid,”
canting priesis here '

The old woman hobbled back

1o her

bed aloud,

—*T'his life that some call 30 happy, Lo

Her hesel sank  evidenily
when she heard the nurse returning imme-

know I was dying?" interupted her listen-
‘Yes my lally, but he suid, ef course |
should swear to anything you bid me say.”

‘Noa, h2 would hava no

seat, and the lady, covering hicr fies, sob

“Cruel.even to the lasi!’ she said aj lengih

——— .

patk, and = linle pathy led
great house, theongh old dmk woods, and
oy @ listle Sweam, that swole awny at las,
singing us it went, into the fields below the
churchyard.  ‘I'he whole village wan part
of the Elm=wood property, snd the ehureh
contained muny wmoruments to the memory
of ita pussessors.  ‘T'he family pow had sull
us velvet cushions and deapiers, fuded
thangh they were, and here the lady  kneli
lone Sunduy sfier Sunday.  Rain and cold
frost and snow, alike o hea
Phe good rector, who soon leamned (o take
an interest in her pole and melancholy [lace
never fmlod o glance atthay humble  wore
shipper, 80 constant in her attendance
Sometimes ha saw thot she was  weeping,
nd his kigd heart longed to breathe com
fort to her evidently wounded spirit,

all wegmed

D | PROI’R[DTOR

:\T lT RIDAY,

—_— e ——

Thomae Jeferion

— e ————

MAY 2, 184G,

yet with less hope in her sorrowful eyes lage, Tt was vpon the edge of her hnsband's her of some of her domp garmonts and in
it from he sisted on wreapping her in hee awn eloak
Z'vere was someiliiog so huwble in

the

lady's geatide, something so sorrowlu

even in her extreme  beanty,

uncarad o

ant neglected on she scemed, that the kind-
[iearted (amily ot the rectory coulid but feel

a touching

interest in ber, and when =

lengih bur carriage, fpr which a messenger

had been desputehed,

arrived lo convey

her bowme, many kind words were spoken,
and noae could have supposed that, ll tha

Jday, e latdy had beon a siranger.

The nextSondey wis fine and bright,
but the lady was not in here plage.  Shel|’

Wik sefL no morg even in her I{lfll(‘tl:

wil the reetor, who made several vaiv
tigmpiato be admitted 1o her preseace

hard that

she was very ill. e douhi-

His

|
years, ending in a death like this!'

of misery for years, buret from  her dyiug

Ireary has it been to me! long wiserable
And
words of long suppressed anguish,—thongly
that had harlened the hears with a weizh
lips,

Poot lady!" muitered the nuree, ‘her

Stretched on a bed of sickness, pale, wastod,
silent, lay the lady of Dimswoud, ‘The
curtaing of purple velvet, dark and  glonmy
in ihe fading light, hung heavily arouny
ler, wnd throngh an apening, at the foot of
e bed. w gleam of red tight from ahe  bla-
zing fize now and then fell o her fuze, bu
did not rouse her from the deep thought 1n
which she seemed punged,  Phore was
much beauty yetin her large, datk eyes

l

and delieately formed festures;  but hes(hosband,
cheek was hollow, and the tightly closed|was bield to be oceasioned by remorse, that e servicy wig over, hewend lo her and
lips looked as il no emile of joy had  ever

parted them.

A hired nurse, the only wateher by tha
sivk-bed, was dozing in an arm-choir Lus
fori we e, roustug lieesell naw and thep

1o glance atthe ludy, who was totally re-je
The nld womun|»

gardless of her presence.
began to feel ehilly as the evening  closed |

in, and shie wasrising to deaw the  ousiainf

before the window, when the clear, gas
laughter of a child rang on the frosty  floar ||
ing up from the garden helow, A luok of
misery passed across the ludy's face, srd
she sighed heavily,

Did yoo epesk, my lady? asked the
nurse moving to the bed side,

‘No,nurse,” answered a swaet but feeble
voice; ‘I want  nothing—unothing that vou
can give me,' she murwmuced, a5 the old
woman lorned away —Ob, for a loving
voiee to cheer me in this dark houe!’

Agnin she lay, silent and (boughtlul as
Lelore, but, wfier a time, she called the
nurse, and as if by a sirong ellon, said, *Giu
to him—1o my husband—and 1ell kim L an
very ill.  Say that, for the love of Heaven,
1 entreat him to come 1o me!’

She haif raised her head [rom the pillow
o listen to (e old woman's fooisteps,” wil
the sound died away inthe long and  dis
mnt corridors,  Theslamming of a duor
gave her notice when the nurse had resched
ber destination, and she elasped  her thin
hands in agony ol impatience, s iLaeemed
to know the result of her mission.

Surely, surely he will come,’
“the does not love me; he Das taught oy
child 1o eroff at me, and yat, now suiely Le
will feel something for me!’

The door was heard again, the nurse
tostered hack, and #tood ouce more  besids

her churge,

she suid:

My lord bids we 10 say o you, he o

eng:-,ged pow, bul will come by wand

by
The lady’s head fell back upon the pi!

low, and the color \hat had risen 33 ber

cheek for a moment faded away. The
nurse had been used to look on  scenes ol
suffering and sorcow, and perhaps age, too,

hiad blunted her feelings for ehe had  re<es-

ablished heeeell in her comfortoble ohaii,
eid sank into o doge,  The
gnee more roused hicr

vGo Lo him agsin, nurse! say, that 1w

dying=—=you see | amy—tell him 1 entres

Lim 1o send for Mr. Palierson, 1o pray for
iy depurling gouals -—Beg him eatnesily o)

grugt me this, only this!

mind wanders,
about hier,—T'0 be sure, there was® sone-

kept her mewed up so close, sod | dare suy,

]:'. H'-g Yoioe

I've heard siranga  stories
hing worng, or my lord would never hiave

lie thought of itwoubles her row,

‘'he gadneas of her eountennnes

lie tears \hatl weoe somellines seen

|
|
|
1
il
[

i 80 very easy and good: lm-nurrll. and any
hody might be happy wits bia!’

deprees a belief hnd gained grouad that &
was notas ivehould beowihi the beantiln

ady of Llm-wood, and gome dared 1o spodh
searnfully of hersuven those who  were un
vorthy to wipe the dust from Ler (oot

I" i the suspicions that hud gove shioil
the wndolined mysterous whispers

fier, werg an unjust na thoy  were
I'hicra was nothing of stame, thangh, God
knows,theie wis enong’y of bitter snirow 1
fer blushes and tears,  Her spivit wid o
auerly broken by dai'y and  hourly  biale
ol wl;u'h the sourse world knew  nothing

o resenl ingult or reply o b periinenee.
None knew—=how Lhonld they

[
(» I

e

know?-

I
sheerfulness and erughed all hope; and, du-
(]

[\
rieg liet marcied [ifes 0 none bu
Gl did ghe breathe n waord of the Hali.:uh_‘|

Is
oy swithomtastogsle. The Hale sworlih abouy

ot

& 1t seemed=—nas o bride o her hushond’s

m-wand fad only seen hier Ligoug bib—1n
ancestrsl home,  They had soen, at firs
y gay suceession of guestsar the oid - hally
anid the voung bride presiding av brilhan
But the number af gusts
b

enlnriniments,

foil off by degroes, Ladies ceased 1o -

mong the Tow remaining visieis, suo, w Livr
aamreed party mey st Hineawogl, the
a i 1;. i

VIR WEE DO oNgeT seen Mo
hu!.h'.m-i thought il necessary, al fiear, 10 8X-
musa hier absenca on the plea of
Aut it was soon understond that there wers
other teasons, (althongh nane knew wis

such teasons were) why she appeared no
more, and her neme was neves mentioned.

Slhie was cometimes seen by persons whe
visited Elm-wood on business, wandering

4Tl alth

alone in the woods near the bouse, a  pali
ot besunlul epirity or tending  the fowers
hoe gmall gardon slieliprod i‘“-“ tlie fors
sireteliing walls of the old  hall.=Home:
who had purposcly tivown hemeeives 1o
ler way, #id thay sho replied  ganiy
lere greetings, busalwassina tone ol =il
pe=s  On Sunduy she never fuiied, unlese

il when detsined at homo by severe illiess, to

Again \he messenger departed, and sgaii

tliv

lugy listencd snxionsly for ber u.mrulmn; iu (e chureh in the neighbyring  vil

ire,

here meek hewd boy

1w ful) [ offered 1o asaist her o g wuliing howme,

Ly |50 deliewenud wesh 13y ou' he sall

aempts 1o make her acquainianee at her
awn house, had all proved vain,
band, whose marner 1o the gaod old  pries:
was full of searcely sunpsessod contermpt,
slways caplivd 1o bis inquini® sbout ie baa
dy, by soying she roveived no vigiters,
apealk to her on liee way to
churelic was Iy only ehaase of proving to
hee how wuch he falu wmvervsied in her wel-
She eiways waited Wil all others had
fels she churehyund thea siele guieily ocross

and  from thel!

the graveyardand tirough the luls gate in-
*T'o be sure there was zomething wrong!'['o

the park.  Oue wetand stosmy Snnday,

ved in prayer, Wiien

CPhis s tving weatheofor ope who seeim s

Rl

Yoo cBurely you woulll nobventuie be ieay

hrme oo a day like this.”

in her earliest years, had conguered ull | words.

which sahilued e &t which she suboiit- md kind 1 know you ure.

o)
ol vome heve logr consalation,’ she

vvereil, p...t[i}: ‘yun know nol how much
nevd it

would miss meif [ were gonul

wow g eonree ol peily tppress don, bi i ||||r~' w 1&':u 03 '8 Wb w s are wild wnid sipful

m d

Lol

Al when von hear il

Al

)
tn

but
(1! hias Tinw i)

not grieve bonme, fin

.
yiptlpal < peane,

whn mads e waig bl
aunlen in f-r-r'l_'

Nes, | leel 11, she l‘r.‘p'llr.:l.

which they were surrounded, vund  envied

alentering, but he led herin and seated

|

J

Her Livas

To

Sl

|

I arJive

even He, healeth ihe

‘He, in.
fedd, healeth (e, but e by taking them
o himsell 1 have looked aroond e here,'

Jdie continued, pointing (o the graves by

[ime rlml gucaens

sl oty remembering her weakness and
hee wan looks, that the hour far which
stz had fonged was approsching, and
gladly wouid he have endeavoied, as
tie minister of God, te smaoth the way
hefore her to the grave.  Wa have seen
ihat she, too, wisheid for the comfart of
bl presence, hut even this  was denied
ier, Young,(forjshe was on'y in Ler 261
yeary) fnnocent, beauliful, hroken
hearted, she was left 1o moet her deatl

lone, *

yel

— The words had been in muny  wouths,|when the cangeegation was VCEy soanty, CILAPTER 11,

v came to be believed bt some dackthe clocgyman, Me Patteccon, 1 his wor-

seoret, some hidden error, was the chuse ol prise, saw the delicnie forie of the Tady [Uis time thal we say sometidng of
ihe seclusion in which she was L;-, tby dierjul Eluiswonud kneeling i her wsual ‘qur.{- Lie entisa of Lhat grief which oppresse!

he lady of Edm waod, and which thy
norond and unkind atteibuted 1o soms

crvor of her past life.  For this purpos:

18 she kneltin prayer D tho house of  Guodjtook his nem insifence, aod, feeling dhal, iq necersary o turn to the Listory of
] . o 1 a 16tV har ta. r
were looked upon  Bd o Aeary of p«nnu‘u..iqlm wiy trembling with eald, Lie lod her & 1 ov m:[), yoars. ITsr Yaother died
‘The pavcuce and meelness with which ghe Fur.1r.‘.~3 the rectory, wiitther s wile o o 0 o, %
hote (1E 1o pAstienen ol camp, whis Lanses)daugie ,l Lo I T [ LI LR ' man "! aNlTav 1!.'.""-1 lllhh‘i: m 'I'!!l‘lt n
von in e presence; the suspirions they .I'I;Iﬂil .-'-_a.mlnlrl\-wlu;:u-. t.tll. e he t'l:'!r“-i\'tf" woandiinie wiliins: tnsv ol ik (Gra
i v eonil " i in et led to shivebl e frow the beotipg rony for . )
nigriskiiedyauly tor mrn:d l”uIm | 'T I‘*' L 50 fechle, that ::m : el ¥ [ '3 death—His  murriage widh
oIt hotin some wa ahie Lt erved gries [0 Appearvil 2o jecnie, Jik Chou \ts 4 Froan .
ILIIU!']: pkin Y| \ F ) i | vuali) ). lll'”l’ii rfl'f‘ll h!_-n far o “l}'”l-
ansly —sAnd then my lovd' ahey  said, Help she must fiave Lallon, :
’ am peedniary embarrasnienty  bot oL

| firever the paucy of his  homs
iilltem
(T

et At fiest g .-T;1-\' ul.ur':; ned into a pos

Liw birile hiy, eainer

was fabgp
1, anid the fndifferenes he Talt
ha

For w time, speme;

caraes of hiw ehild a con-

e dhishike,

0 ﬁ. din the

By God s in every plire, ur Ludy wlatian for the divagrevaites of his do-
Prom: your seoret chomber He bears vourf oo [ife, b s owealt mind  thivsted
1 i ahi it ; 7] .'l "

PTAVEr nrise, sh | sure ¥ b e nel wed | for ez itimant; snd he {ound at 1
b ne e lila 1l L] a 1
sk your lile thus, _ sl tales Dy degrees apassion [
Ay Y she exc lsoned, o tepe ol] ) G AT

: o Aty alworbed every other feeiiog T
seliel that l:rm.:.-ht wears in the ol o :
Wirhv ol an neie, though it gave Limon
feyess owy vare! Why should | U _
y oo [oteasaea, did not keep him loag  fron
pliveishi 1ty 98 14 were 4 protions n.-..»- Wl

his darling porsuit, aml, a8 years passed

; o stthmeman When she ha
JAmiliy atd suhm i

rawin 1o Wl hood, her extraoidi

- i ha aly I ( V Tid L

D ok pwsk sooatty, dear tady,? said[oney basuty, thoughyit didinat iueres
ho reutar. Y ou m-vba faavilae with the goad witl of ber sfepmother,  was
Giut's Word, vou bave rewd there, that Hefvel focked wpon by her father with

something of sx!fish prideand he airead

v ealeulited the sdviniagee  whiet
mighl acerie to himself {ron. her ma

King what is termed *3 good motel )
it was while these thaughte sere mas
O s Lislpmaen

'lll‘il‘].', T 1)‘ i for he s

1 tht he

3l his “’“i"l"n fraile 141!'”]'.“'!'“‘

oI length the young gan

besade the fire wiile Lis  daugliter divesied bler began Lo lusc; ous by one hie pledy

———

Number 2,

ed all his possessions, and in the e,
ose from the table a ruined wan. 11
night raise the money 1o pay ihe duby,

eCOvery,
dvantages of insisting oo the paymen

money, he yet did not wish fur the pub
ieity which the present wfliir, it pre

resoiirees.

Coma! said hey slar some v lation
S know it woulll be inconvoaient [
like vl
somproniige the matier, | have o dang)
ter s beau ful o8 4n ang

you 1o pay a sum 1iis
Aleaarey bt an
I will tuke your doing so o8 three qus
(ers® pnyment of your debi?

*You must he very fond of you
Jaughter,” said the auditor saressrically
very fond indeed.  Dovs she al .
sembla yoursalf?’

‘I have told you she is beantiful,’ wu

he teply.  *You may even see her,
you witly before you decide.’
The young man remained for a while
in o slate of mnudy whstraction,and the
xelaimed,  ¢No, ne! I don’t want 1
swe her. Il marcy ber if she is asug.
ly as Sin,  There is my hand upon it.

They sat down agun, ealled for wri-
ing niaterins,

wll 1o

and wrote—the
arumise of marriage 1o a wonan he hd
never seen; ond the other, o discharg

one 1

af the three foniths ol the Jeht dus 1y
himy on condition el the Ta'filment o
the pledge agreed upon,  The twa pa

prrs were duly signed, and 1he pa Lo
separated.  And thos the (ythoan & -

| his brdety  She

vas 1ol vy prepare 1o recvive her futur
v knew resigtance woul
W orfathor had beeome s

i wo utiiatned
ll~|l|u-"

wmoan van,
Aleanged fgom her, that she durad s
'l"llnll':_: ill (III!} sthon 1o I'II.‘ l‘l‘“l'“llld)
il her step mother shivwed oo open'y
_j 'y filt
of Ln:me' il uf Qi whnse Vieiy o
n

liee she in  Ihe provpe

ienee was a Laclt reproach vo her o

wngeienee, fur the poor girl  ta eatel

it 4 lope that she woall (ila ceide [
I8t
'”il

The Catirs hushing eame Wi

Wl slow Lty pirreeive thig repugnsngs o

s hetrothed
vig Liderasted at aneds

Liis pevilbeanid sl Jov

pd e devoledd

nig atlentiens to the hithorte  pegleete

girl, iiflulrj; herenr with the sweel voie

|- niately entieated toe kanw  whit she
[nadd donn (o forfiel s luve,

Ny loves he said vnnleml.‘unnl‘y
wWid you not hear why I married  you?

q tlwughl-——[ hoped you foved me,
she answered, in a low, bimid ¥oice.

Yo thought—yon  haped? Dy
youe faher vever (el you of eur b
? 1 gave my haad in paymeni ol ¢

gain
Jlentand ree

gambling deht to your exe
perted father.  Mighty  innoeent
are, no duaubit, and never an!.‘ ihw

1 fit

yunderatand eazh atha

|

af the debt; for a while he wanted the

severcd inymust give to the nuturd of his

you|

We linve each
wou our reward ip (s blest union— be with you s your Jast hour,

youare miwress of Elm wood, and 1a™
§ ved, from ruin, which wnulul ba  bad
enough, aud ex posure, which would be

wt anly by irjuring his propecly  past weise,!
His companion obsipved) My father” stammered the lady,
the s'rugglv in his minaihe balanced the

*Yes, Nadoubt his conduet prurnui-
ed fram the purest sffcciion for your-
sell. e had, of course, every reason
10 briieve I should make an  excellent
hushand.  There was nothing of self in«
Teteat i whal he did=no desite (o moike
viool of mysolf.  Iv matiers :
iited with eressed bitterovss, °I have
wale myse!l a promise thathe shiall nove
rust my threshold; and [ never broks
ny word yel, as you know,' bowing o
ner with moek civilivy,

He lefi the roam, aed b bewillered
warer remained long standing in the
ama atiitude, utterly  confounded by
ve words he had spoken, *Wis it a2
L) hey indee, saidd he did oot luce
wer? - Was every hope gong fiom  ler
oreved?  Was hor very presence bale-
b 1o wim? O, that she had died with
that he loved hert
\Where could sha turn fur help, for wd-
viee?  Her dream of happiness was past
—nothing could restors it."  Such were
the theughts that passad across ber mind
veain and again—and, in fratdy it was
hard thing for o heartso panng, sl
so loving, 10 feel itsc1f deselae and fur-

aken,
Atter a time, the hone of winning his

nn'y hie

lie Olessed helief

taction rose within her, and long andl
patienly dho strove to realize itg bt alas!
o varn! Mupths passcd on, aud 1he
vour drew near, in which she expeeied

t1 breome a mother, “Iu- W oRO0 Woe
Wb e ner onee more her hape reviv-.

do BDE THOURRNG el G SR
o Bos ehild e il love me,  Bot a.
e hed re-
o his ol
never Gl

de e
ain she was disaapointed,
srned 1o hisola frisods, and
g nusements, that she could
i eriu Ins hear,

lghit yeurs t1.i|,'=.¢“r! hotween the
ime ol ber marpinge and the geene with
vineh our tuls opened —A'T that gha
o epdared in that interyval, none muy

oW, ha

Her ¢ldegt hoy, a3 suon a4
v able to tatk, bieame lis lather’s
payinig, and qiiek'y bacaed 1o 1 ugh
vl sreond
hip
(he first, bepansa she was sl aore un-

apipy al the Hme ol s hiﬂh‘ [ived on-

i Jes mother’s authority,

LT "ﬁ“l

01, who was sl dearer

y & few montlinand she wept alone b -
e his prave.  Hor yonogest darhing.a

'-|||,3.||F Loy gir!, Willl I.Iin'pl“‘!] smiTP,MHl

| 1ol - iy, ho saw loss of his fomily, and ape of praise anid love, tll ha won, not only :
el o, forgive met! slieulided, altera gnon| ¥y e 3 ) S . ; 5 e moen
panrsd 1o beeome tatally dnAiiTaem or grativnde but her allsetion. In «|'yos full s f!-',lt'd“”"r was ll- le i
. . ime lad L'm
Forget thav 1 have apokan them w their welfare, Thus his danghiter] e weeks she became s bride, apd [hana vesr old at the time lady duims
1 o 'i I\. Vet y— ' : .
sk of meanly o5 of one surely tricd, tofiwas lelt a vietim to the sapeien aid 1) [ventwith hime (o his stately  home, s\n\r:[ lny nn ht-r‘hr’:ml‘h l:;‘dp R
' . | . . r veefurn o at deatil B,
il whom your winiatrations Lave given mnefpees of hee vain and frivolvos siepmoth vhore for o while, she decmed © hereel| ;!““.11” ; 3 suflorer breathing a
. A . [ W e e ayIng sulier £ g .
omfort thaw avghvelse on carth,  Good] e, Few ware (he remembpunves o ffeapiper tha v she hal ever been befare, A b, . o siahd
v k| ok % e - Pt e Rotg0ws Tnal Do gt i
Lot my mame [yep el iood, which she even 1y the| 1300 he snon slaokened iy sitenticnsan: i . Balasteill -it
¥ | her qpid ur yeara, o ] ‘
b sametines on youe lips when you  peas | oer triale of har slter life, e0 0 recali[sometimes betrayad the  hitternesy ang : S y b
b : “npl 1 H \ GRLEHT |
to yonr Gl We are told the prager ol ol ooy snvihing of pleasurn, he soorled|eiolence of s tenper even to hor O lzngth, she Hll O:It:‘ h N
{ ' : l £ - I e whe jehil kdoek was heare
oighwnns man avadedi wch, Will  you i p"ll-'a| son of hier stepmother, o av, when he had 'P"l"'" 1o her wuh]'®nce, hen a lig : { ;
' ¥ ' ‘ : i y Jihe dom P and ina frw momren s, the
dor thos? sipsnlil earneally, rosing b sting the small tyranny of his  pareat, (oru Looand, ga she felt, andeserved d ] .
» ; . LT a wemin copiyvin
eyee to e Liee. oa every oceasion aswried his h'l'.ll-l.‘-i" pshoess, e feolings thar  had  for ["™5° LU o o ' 3 ""-‘
tAs I brope for Tfilu'l"l Wit newered e E 2 ; 5 Hag : e il ovely nlent, lhﬂ |_,dy thisy e,l e
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