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OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRAT.
or;-mwu Sr. Pave's Crugen, Mainw

TERMS:

The COLUMBIA DEMOCRAT will be

wihlished ecvery Saturday morning, al

THO DOLLARS per annum payable
half yearly in advance, or 1o Dollars
Fifty Cents,if not paid within the year,

No subseription will be taken for a shorter

period than yix mon tha: nor any discon:
tinwance permitted until all arrearages
are discharged.

ADVERTISEM Y NS not exceeding «
square will be conspicveusly inserted at
(Ine Dollar for the first three insertiony,
and Twenty-five centy for every subse-
queent nsertion, W liberal discoun
made to those who atvirtise by the year

LETTERS aldressed on businessmust
be post paid.

POETRY

l‘r;mhlim \i-n—::hllg.r Rowe.
WHAT IS LIFE

BY MARY CARDINER,

-

|
I asked a child whose fiolie langh of glee
Was clear and gladsome a8 a summer sea.
Whose heart possessed the prism’s magic
power,
And won a rainbow hue from every hour
And he replied with wonder in his eye—
‘A long, faie-day, bright as yonder eky’
1
1 asked a youth just verging on the prime
Of glorous wanhood, filled with tho'ts sub.
line,
Of noble works,and daring deeds and high.
Whose fame should live when eanthly hon
ors die,
And he made answer, pressing lowards «
goal,
Shifng and fleet ss the wind.-driven scroll-
11
*A race course, wide as it is great and [ree
Where all may win as easy victory;
A fiell, where metis and exalied right,
Alune shall be the arbiter ol right:
A puthiway radient with 4 elondless sun—
Detain me not ! the prize is almost won!'
V.
1 asked of one wiw'd travelled hall-way
u'er,
The beaten path on Time's rock b ounded
shore,
And he replied, ‘A conflict firree and vain.
A dravght of bitter waters thou must dea o,
A tay ol seorn, a night of gatheriog gloom:
Each soul each
tomb."

anourn, ligard o Liviig

‘f
I nsked an aged man with silver hair,
Aod brown serene az midnight's starry air.
His feer were pressing on the brink we
dreai,

I'ie ewernal siees shone clear ab

wve Hils
h'!.ul.
Aud hie looked vp whera they glancing
thro',
Their earthly curtain of divinest blue;
¥
And thus replied-=A pilgeimage sublime!
Up for the stiile, probationer of wme!
Go foril o meet iv with a wearless eye,
Anii a strong heart ol (aith to do or die!
lLive wholly, robly, in the good and true—
The cross you bedr was borne by God for
you.'
Vil
And [ retarned to ponder oe'r the words
T'hat tore held my soul hke music's sweel
aceorls,
And thought how happy and bow blest s
thing,
1t we eou!d learn in vouth's unclouded
spring
The lesson, conflier, suffering and 1ears
Have bro"t 1o thase who bear the weight of
YERTY
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A would-be-puet announeing his inlen-
tinn 1o puhhsh his prose wai ks, was ad-
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Dougluss’ Stury.

The sgentleman from Hlinois’ is not
the only geotleman whose legs have lad
him into embarrassment! A politieal
fiiend of ours, equaliy happy in his
mannees il not in his parly, among the
Missouri  constituency found  himsels
while canvassing the State last sum
mer, for Congress, in even a mare
pecaliatily preplexing predicament thas
the Hlinois Judge,

There is a spot in the Southwester
part of this State, known s The Frery
Fork rgfﬂ;’mry Run'— delierusd lueasl
iy no doubt, as the fun of ‘|mul'y' TS
of eourss gecompanied by & corresponi
ug flow ot ‘milk’ and & miixiure of mTlk
inid honey, ar, al any rale, hurwy anl
rpeach’ 15 the evidence of sublunary
contentmen', every place where the)
have presching!

‘Honey Ruu” is further Christianized
2y the presence of an extremely hospit-
wle family, whose mansion, comprising
one upartmenl—neither more nor les:
—i% renowned for being never shul a-
canist the traveller, and so our friend
found it during the chill morning air
he expense of a rheumatism in hi:
doulder, itg numerous unuflected erack-
i spaces clearly showing that  drop.
ping the lach was an useless furm.uln_v

I'hie venerable host and hosi=ss in theis
e apartment, ususlly m-juy the societly
o 1wo sonsy, four daughiers, sundry
logs aud *aiggers,” and as many lodger
is may (eem it ||I‘uniE|ll to risk the

somewhat equivocal allotment of sleep

ng partners. On the night'in questior
sie friend, after a hearty supper of haw
ond egus, and canvass of the Fiory
Forkers, the old lady haviog pointed
sut his bed, felt very weary, and unly
ooked for an opporiuaily 1o ‘lura i,
nough the mosquitoes wereg trumping
Il sor1s of wrath, and no net appeares

o bar them. The dogs fluag themselve

slong the for, or again rose, restlessly.
il sought the door step; the *niggers’
Auek their feed in the yel warm ashes,
he old man stripped, unserupulousty

el sought his share of the one collaps

ddetooking pillow, and the suns, caval:
ery, followed bis E:K'Illa[s'l!'. leaving the
ld woman, ‘gals’ and ‘siranger,’ to sel
tie any quesiion of deliciey thal migh

i ise.

The eandidate yawned, looked at his
hed, went to the door, looked at the
daughters; fically, in downright reck-
[essness, he seated timsell upon by
Imt‘ll)’.’ il [llllh'll off s cont.  Wel
e ||:J”r:\] ofl s cowt—aud he lelded ki
cont—and then he yawned-—ind the
whistled —and then he calied the old
lady ‘s attention 1o the lact, that it wou'o
neyer doto sleep in his muddy  trow.
sors—and then Le *undid’ his vest——and
ihen he whittled again—nd then,  sud
denty, an idea of her  lodger’s einhure
rassment seemed to flush upon the ol
waman, and she erigd —

«Gals, jes! turn yout hacks round nll
he slranger gis into hed.’

The backs were turned, and the
stranger did get inio bed in tless tha
no time, 'when the hostess sgain spoke:
sReckon stranger, 48 you gint used 1
asyuu'd better kiver vp ull gals undress
hatdo 't you??
ljy this ime our friend’s s[er-p_\.' fi
was ovel, and though he did ‘kiver up.’
18 desired, some how or other, the ol
counterpane was equally kind in hiding
his blushes, and favoring his sly glanges
The nymphs were soon stowed away.
for there were neithor bustles tounhine!
nor cotsels 1o unlace when thenr man
ma, evidently anxious not to smothe:
lier guest, conside ruhly relieved him;

¢You ean unkiver now, stranger; I'm
narried folk<, and you ain’l sfeared o’
me I reckan!’

The stranger happened to he ‘married
folks' himeelfl: he unkivered and

f

erence, 38 [ar as the ancieat lady was
concerned, bul, wilh regard 1o the
'gals,’ he declires that his hall-raised
curiosity nepired the most lormenling
dreams of mermaids that he ever expe.
rienced.—8¢. Louis Reville.

Egem———
Keep out of bad rompany, for when

I. WEBB. EDITOR |

An Amusing Story of Western life,

luln-!
ed his back with tive eonnubial indiﬂ'-I
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v I have sworn upon the Altr of God, eternal hostility te every form of Tyraany over the Mind of Man*—Thomas Jofferson
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Living undor the same roof, Osear and

[

THE OUTLAW'S CRAG.

I 1t wag an estly dawn of November day.

‘Mr. Douglass, vou've s mighty small i, (e early pit of she-reign of the good
chanceol legs, there, any how!'—Judge

King Jamesdhat a party of horsemen wound
sluwly slong the narrow pass leading o the
Casie Rothscommon * Afiér proceeding in
silence for some distance, the leader of the
party suddenly exclaimed 1w hia compan®
(UHEH

‘By the road, Osmond but the sir is keen
and biiing oo the blesk Tolle this morning
[t has wlmost chilled the yery marrow i
ay bones, so that my hmbs are as sufl as
ny lanee in Christendom,’ ‘

| murvel moch thut ons bent upon sv
bouny an erran'd we yours, should feul the
wintry blast,  Méthinks thou wilt make »
sorry bridegroom,' rewrned his cowpani-
1o,
‘Avroce to thy jesting,’ answered the
firut speaker, who wai none other than S
Rupert Swerling; 1wgeiher with hig cousin
Oumond and atiendants, journeying o the
Castle Rothsoommon, the lovely heirees ol
wh ch Sir Rupert was sbout 10 wed,
The Earl, her father, had 1t iong in con-
iemplation to wed his daughter, wa old age
was [ast creeping upon him,he was snxions
v see her provided with a suitable prewecior
hefore he should be called awuy. With this
ides he had proffered her in mariisgo to Sir
Rupert some months previous o the open
g of ovr story.—Although e had but
seldom seen hiw intended bride;he playfully
accepied the offerfor the fame of the genile
Alive had olten been spoken of 10 his  pre.
seneds  Many suitors, both fair and noble,
fiad been rejecied by her, and this  offer
(rom her fusher was an houwor he Jdud

tarl 1o acaept
T'he news ol this step 1aken by her fatlies

was recoived by Alice with desp emotion
and surprise, which was auributed by hin
o natarsl taidity and maiden renerve, |
vhieh would soon away sud give
place w more joyful feelings.  She replied
o her fathier that her destiny was in lus
ands, and whatever be his choica it would

nut

wear

se her duty; as an obedient child, 0 obey
*Spoken hke a good ehild, and 1 wil
watrant thou will be pleased with thine

putended husband,as he s a Gair nod conely
sallant to look upon, one who cannot be
1y wll
||.

natched woh short sword or  lanee
Chtistendom He

alatm big preiy bride this day three weeks;

will be hera
somy dungher make sl prepaations 1o
recelve liim o & manner Lecounug the
neiress of Robiscommon.'

‘So soon!” suid Alice with a start and as
an ashy paleness spread over hee beasuuilul
*Why this hiasie? My dear father
this announcement s unexpected, the posi
uon | should occupy is a novel one; | shall
searce find vme 1o prepare mysell lor {lre]

[edlures,

|iri|I~|T“||'I‘ even .. I bl‘!‘ctf!l thee ul.'lll'h LAY
i longer novitiate,'

‘1w impossible, my dunghter, the das
s beenrappomnted, and Bir Rupert 1910
ke up hus resilence with  us some ton
previous lo the huppy day; so that he may
have an oppottuniiy of becoming beter ae
quainted with his future wife. 1 doubt no
put he 18 on his way hither.'

Allge towed meekly 1 n gilanee and wal
drew o ber own cliamber o broad i solituds
on the inevitable destiny that swaited her,
Shie threw hersell upon a couch sad b urs
1L 1¢nry,

Oh, Oacar! Oh, Oscar!” she exclanned
“mine own beloved long lost one, would
ihiut thou wert hers 1o advise me in thi
{dhire exuemity! Oh, cruel, cruel fute!" Ani
Liauiher burst of tears relieved her overbus
dened heart,

Osear Ruthvan was an orphan, raised ans
aducated in the family of the Lacl from
the sge of ten years;his father was slain by
thie Sararens during the wars of Palestine.
whither he had gone tu  deflend the Holy
City lrom the insulis of the infidel; his
mother, & Celicale  sensitive being, coult
ill withstand the shock, sndalier & shon

| - -
illness iollowed hier husbend to the grave,

leaving their only ehild un orphan, exposed!
to the hardship and buffeiings of the world,
T'he Eurl, learning of Y1s deaolats condition

vised 1o publish his verses with them as the devil Gres into o fluck, he will hnftook him into his family snd adopred him

nobudy would know the differecce,

tomebiody,

a6 Lis don

ed that when he should obvanthe age o nine

Alies in ume became inseparable com pan
longi ofien, have they wept together st w
injury one wou'd receive; their wild merr
lwugh wonlil echo in eoncertthrongh the
ld ime  woin arches of the castle, aais
their ehilidish sports they raced thiough the
venerable apartments, then they waould
hourd aver the bright green sward with
iheir elfin lock stresming in the wind, in

puranit of some gaudyswinged insects,which
as thioy grasped in their tiny fingers, called
furth « shout of jov, which made the ol
man's eyes 10 glisien a8 he thought of the
days  when he was young, thuse haleyon
dayy, (hst tbright green spot in wemory's
wante,”

Time rolled oo & brooght with it naught
nul joy and gladness,  Oscar had reached
he age of ningteen, sand Alice was two
veara his junior; but befors thie ehildish
affections had given place o a more waiur
love-~ihey had exchauged affection. This
plessing and happy state of bliss was soon
w be broken—, Oscar iy one of his
moments of excitement in listening 1o the
cecita’ of his (iher's death)had openly vou

ieen, hie woull make s pilgrimage w Poler
tine, to revenge hig father’s death by oy ey
his grave with the hesn's bluod ol sonu
Saracen.  Neither of the
Earl, nor the supplications of Alice conil
alter his purpose —T'he vaw wull ropg v
his esry aud nerved his determination i o
for & moment wavered,

the entreaties

*Grieve not for me my gentla Alice,” hr
would suy as she hung on Liv bressi; lon mi
Kiss sway those glistening drops—i lew
months will seon pass away, when Osew
will then My on wings of love, w elum
hig pretty bride,  What joy will atiead th
meeting! as clapsed in esch otlier's arms
we put forth thanks 1o the Omeipotant fo
the safe return.  Or seated on the moss)
buati’s, by tho side of some gentle brogk, w

will recount to ench other the wesry hou

we passed, ay far, far apart, we prayed thy
haurs might be minutes,and morths weeks
ar &8 wandering seneath the shade of ow
fty native pines,pour oul our vows of lov
and dare the rude hand of fule sgain o seve

two heorts that thus  ean beat with love
Loop up, mine own  beloved;
iat hover 8o hardly aver our path will soo.
pass away, and the sunsliing of joy o

nire will tise on hopes no more e’

the ¢loud

With surh language Osear woulld stnivi
o suothe hie droopiog Alice,

The fatal day ou leagth arnved, and wal
1 heary heant Osear wore binsell from his
weeping frenda.  Aflter many dava ol o
and peril he arrived at the Holy Cis wher
he digtinguished Limself by his bravery i
sliying many of the ruthless Saracens. 1i i
needless to racount the many adventures hn
met with—"the woving accidents by flood
und field," during his stay—suffice it tosay
that he had now been many months from
home, and the objecta of his pilgrimage be-
ing a»'Lu.uphsiurd.aml having received muny
scars i fierce encounters, he prepared u
gt nut fur his nstive country.

After this digression we will relurn b
Sie Rupert & hiw cousin Osmond, whom we
commuon,  Aflter & Tew hourg hard nding,
die party drew up in front of the eastle
gates whien were immedintaly throsn oper
the posteulhs rased wnd deawbridge lower
i 1 admit the noble Sir Rupert and sien

dante. The old Barl warmly embeaced his

[t coughy her in bis wrme,

fell journeying wwardy thie Camle Rosilis e,

Udings ul the lust Aliee, tlirough the wo

e —————
-

P

thing of her lover Osear, and
weaven for his sale  reqrm—nnd
lie thought of thie hard destiny that aswied
er ot home; wonld staet snd shodder ae il
i & hideous dream. She had lefy the ran.
tle far behind, snd now exceeded the limits
dlowed her by her father (or her walks, on
weount of his fears of 0 dangerous [ree
booter, who romed the country without
fear of molesiation.  His
deseried casile, wae jusily called ihe bloody
castle of MeFergus, Suuuted in » wild
nd rugged part of & neighboring mountain
he defied sil stempte made by the govern-
neol o caplure bim His awme hsd  be.
come a terror to the ihabianie, snd the
whole cofury was Inid under  contnbuiion
by thTe daring outlaw.  All privoners ke
by bim, if pot ransamed by their friends,
were within u given time thrown from o
neighboiing crag wnd Jashed 1o pieces,
As Alice musingly suuntered along, whe
remembered the ijunclun given by h
father and the bloody Mclergus, and pr
pared 1o retrace her ateps; as she wraed o
hat purpose, she saw that her path wus 0.
Oue  glance was

praving

reireat, an old

ereepted by three wen,
sulficient 1o discover, in (he  perron of e

(1]

L, ua

cl;ul n sigel,
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A sirong purly was soun organize
atnl ey headed by Sir Rupertyshortly
wrived at the gateg of the famed Ca..
tle uf MK\ rgus, who made his anpear-
ance on the cast'e windows and demand -
v the cuuse of the visit,  Sir Rupert
saon made him scquainted with it by
stattug that he had eome 1o pay the
vmoun! of ramson required fur tie lady
Alice, whatever tt might he.

McFergus snswered, i dvrision, that
he hud a vobler plan 10 view than the
hope of gein——which was 10 retsin her
+9 g bride, and bade lhm to return lo
her futher and invite hia to the bonny
wmhllng.'
Stung to madnecs at thisinfurmstion,
Sir Rupert as the sffianced of lady Alics
challenged hiny to morial conbal Me-
[“ergus eagerly accepted the offer, The
tollowers of Sie Rupert were ordered
i reine some distance liom the casile
wally, o ensure the persoual safety of
MclFergas, sad S Rupert was lelt
doune, Lua few moments the massive

tve of the cestle wire opened

d MeFerguy 1ude forth completely

Fager tobegin  the aflvay, the com-
hatintg tushed  wardy cach other e
deadly strite; they mel as (wo tem-
PESIUOIE WiavLs, tusscdd by conlrary

watler, the blovdy McFergus, whose well
snowi features ware rendered sill more
indenus by the matted and grsly beard
gy bung down on hia breast At this,
discovery Alice would have fallen had he
Neither tears
or promises of great reward could prevail]
with him.  She was hurried w 8 \hicket of
underwood, where MoZFergus with Alice
o his arms mounted his horse and e
rapidly ufl.

The shadea of the evening were fait de-
ccendivg, when the earl orderedt his daugh
tor (o be infoemed that  Lord  Ruopert and
himsell were prepared (o receive her,  In
i few moments the secvant returned; witli
egr pictueed in kis  oountenanes, snd in-
wrmed the Learl ihat thie Tady alice had lef
e casile some, hours previous, and bLed
aut yet returned,

The Enrl and Sir Rupert wera alunned
i this information, s it waus e st e
tiat Alice hiad ever temained so Jong from
nome.  As the darkness mercased his nnx
ety heeame intenve  Anotlier houe rolie
1y, end Sir Rupert become  seriously  per
Tue Earl Lad, wnul now, been
lo ex

plexad.
asing on:vacancy, almost afrind
prees what s wud wld b was  proba
o Startng 1o lis (set he  ordered esch
vie of s revinue to seour the forest with
ighted torehess ihinkipg she might hav
art her way, apd  was tow  benighied
the depihe of the fureat. "The retaiuers ol
the Karl were ordured o wearch in one i
rection whilst the Earl and Sir Ruport and
his company proceeded in snother. Al
some hours' Troiless wearch with heary
hestis, the differopt parues returned 1o the

cantle.

The Earl now gave away to the deep
o8t grief, constantly ealling on the name ol
i daughter; while Sir Rupert, with a hear
a8 hieavy us his own, endeavored 1o soothe
um by whispering words of hope and ne
strunees for Adicw. "Thus the nighy wore

sy, with heavy hearts to sl in the cas

Dayhieuk st last app!‘ul‘ul and with It

mnn who hiad accompanied her in her walk
the rohbers nat having molesied her, she
stonwedd mirecily for the eastle, after seeing
her nusirens dragged forcibly from her sight

wn in law elect, and bade him welcoine
vith many joyful expressions,

Poor Alice heard of his arcival wiih
leepest agony. Slie
iirew hersell upon the ground wnd gav
lonse 1o the most violent grief.  Aher e
tirst burst had subsided, ghe Lecams nore
calm, s slie becams convinced she woulu
soon be brought 10 the presence of her in
tended husband. With s heavy lheant sl
#ndeavored (o remove dll taces of griefbu |
the swollen ey e and Bushed cheek easily |
betrayed the feelings whieh had so lately
Talling her attendante
w follow, she lefi the casile by a postern

wiung her hﬂll'l‘si

agitatd her breast.

door, w compose horeelf by a hort walk 1t
the eoul air without the casile wallg

|siher but being exeited thravgh fesr; she

w eonvey the mournful ntelligence 1o her

heeume confused, and 108t lier way in the
fepth ol the forest, night overtonk herd& she
songht shelter ia the hiut of a mountsiveer
At the first peep of day, with the cotlage:
for s guide she started forth, and svon siny
ed In safery st the castle.

The Earl alter Liatening ‘o the reciial
if ner story,felt thankiul that his deugl.
et wae snll oahve, but  shuddered
when ne thoupht of the davger by
‘which she was surrounded, Howeves

winds, It was soon evident that, nol-
withstaniding the surperior skill possess
ed by Sie Rupercin the mode of war-
fare they were engaged in, he would
be futeed 1o submit 10 bute furer,
The wemendous blows  deslt by hig
sdversary he lovnd it impossibie 10 re
sttt oy esch one rang upon his
well tried helmet apd stoat shield,
~eemed hat theyfaneral kaell o the ho, o

ol the Lidy. Tie contest raged with

violenve for some ime, but with no ad
vantage 1o Sir Rupert and evid.nt sue.
coews to his sdversay,

Sit Kopert, perceiving that whilst lie
acted entirely upon the difensive, ho
wa losing ground,determined to clange
tiiw mode ol fighting, in hepes ol gain-
ing somae sdvantage by the sulden
change; but McFergus sull fought with
the same dogged coolness as belore,and
partied the desperate thrusti of his sl
vorsity with a smile of derison. He
woew lrom the moment,the victory was
its, lur Sir Rupert became [rantic wilh
rage, whilstou the other hand Mel'er-
sus became more coolj and in o desper-
pate cflort to reach his body Sir Rupert
it i own exposed, and i an insiant
MeFirgus’ sword entered his body,nd
the bright Ulade,recking with the hearis
lood, came out at his saddle aod he lell
o thie ground.

MecFergus, with a fiendish Taugh wip-
wid iis blade upon the havoches ol his
norse. and pointing to the bedy ol Sir
Rupent, bade his followers take 1t up
it carry it to the Earl; with s invi-
ration to his daughter’s wedding, As
they approached towards him, he turn
s horse wnd rode into the court of
the cagtle.  In a mement he was o the
presence ol Alice, and with a brutsld
atrph, vade her call her maids to pre
pare her wedding gear, for (hal night it
would take place, snda jolly carvussl
nis merry men would make of i1,

With a supplicating voice she prayed
he would save her. She knew he iid
but jest. He surely but meant to alarin
her.  He could not mean 1.

‘Mean 11, girll  Did’stever know the
lion to jest with the lamb, or the eagle
with the dove? N-i}', niy, you do hut
jest when you tulk 1o that sirain.  Per
mit me Lady Alice,10 bow st by shriv’
i the same lime koeeling at her  foet.
Gentls maid,; 1 supplicate.  Listen 10
my suit.  Iiforee hig no effect, allow
nne who never begged beforc, 1o plead
hishumble cause.  All that wealih can
sive all the power that MeFergus ean
give, is thine. Aye, the very Kking
shall tremble on his throne, il Laly
Alice do hut wave the hand! lopls
<hall kneel at her fuer, nobles shall wait
ner call; if she consents 10 he the wife
of Donald MceFergus, I she refuses,
let her beware of his veogeance!—1t 15
terrible!  What says my Lady Alice—
is she won as well ag wo ed?’ 4t the
same ime raisicg trom hiskoec

WMo Duk wad mysterious man,
sgoner than be the wife of o Lioudy
and dasperate 8 villnn T woull re-

notime wag 1o be losl insurmises; So

snd gaily bade the Eurl be of pood

sign my spirit to tha maker that

R

b"l\'t\

S0, 80, mv pretly maid, dost thon

aheery fur he waoold soun resiore his

Ruper! was aboul arming his fullowers,
\c!aughwr o her home, and punish the

loutraged the family.

think to brow-beat me thus?  Donasld
[ McFergus was not bhorn  yesterdaw

Bhe had walked in an amusing it of abudaring treebooter who had so Uoldly What, ho! without there, ecaititfe—eull
traclion some diglanes (row the casle,aow

the priest—with tell and book—1 haye



