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CANAL COMMISSIONER'S BILL

Concluded,

Now sir, I think the sanal commissioners
in the receipt of @4 per day, might have
done very well, without having bramly
and loaf sugar thrown in, 1 thing if the
people knew this, they would not blame
mé for voling with my whig friends, And
when we go home, and next fall sobmit
our cluims 1o the neople those of us who
want 1o be re-elected, will say, it is true
we voled with the whigs to put out uh-
worihy dignitaries, who, when they travel-
led did ko in pleasure boals, the property
of Biddle and company, snd drank ol
Congnisc—well <easoned with lemons and
loal sugar! Sir. T would nat be wlraid
go before on that ground.—'The gentlemun
who intend to vote against this bill will take
care to defend themselves. Bir, 1 have
lesrnt with satisfaction that thereis an
independent public press in Harrisburg,
which is not under the gag, and that certain
men are not be denounced, 1 have learned
this within a few days past, but where, or
how, I know not. But I know 1hat incen-
diary articles which have been wirtten
sguinst me, have not found a place in it
columns, And I think, sir, the press
thiroughout the country will ke the same
view of the case. and if the people will on.
ly read the debates which have taken place
here during the lnat few days, I have no
fear for the result. Why,as these charges
are they not enocugh! 1 do not want 1o
bring the Cunal Commissioners before this
bar, and go through all the forms of an
impeachment.. It would be waste of time.
The importance of the subject in too trifling
Now sir, I want lo know whether they
been unworthy or not* 'T'hey made some
reforms, 1 grant, but they were reforms
ealled for by the people. But there Las
not been anything expended in repairs
“during the last season. When the Caml
(Jommissioners came into office the canals
were in good repaira, Are they to claim
all the benefits of this,and say that because
they liave made reforms in some respects,
that they can bestow on their minions
more than 850,000 in a single operation, in
one allotment, o8 were the case in the con.
tract made with Cameron and Wilson for
carrying the passengers. ‘The genileman
from Northampton adveried to the lumber
estried on the road without charge of toll—
and if not the property of one of the board,
it is conceded it belonged to his son!

8ir, it is only a circumstance that lnmber
was put on the rail road at Philadelphia,
and tken up the countty and put on ground
belorging to the commonwealth——when the
gentleman from Delaware [Mr. Brook]
said that he had to pay some 40 cents per
thousand feet for wharfuge, Itis conclu
sive enough that there is a great gain. (o

_Joccupy the stale canals free, and not con-
neted with slight inconvenience of paying
any thing for tiansporiation! Bir, is the
eommonwealih of Pennsylvania 10 be the
pack horse for speculators? When
treasury —[she has no treasury | is drained
of tho lust red cent which is in the lowest
drawer of till in the iron chest—gentleman
must look aboutand see how ihey are
voling—with the people or with office
holders. 1 wish gentleman to understaud

o

her

"
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thiat they have » seulement to make. D

ted tivough Lozerne, Wyoming and Col

[Lavghier:]

care they o not sell him,

(Langhter,)Why sir, the pariy  that” dis
penses power can  work miracles! Al
though T know my [riend 100 well 10 sup-
pore that he ean operate upon by any
fear or favor, yethe may be captuted in
some way or oihier.=''here are spos In
the sun, snd sirange things will come to
pussl  But there is one thing in the cose
that rannotbe pallinted—and that is, why
did they not gise the coniract 1o Qeorge
Lauman? Letus have the reason. 'This
charge is brought home o the commission-
ers, und as yet we have heard no justifica,
tion. 'I'herecan be nonel 1 ask wha
have gentlemen tosay o delence of the

canal eommissioners on this point?  Here
SIIDUE DT, LAUMAN UNNSEN, i uecines

that his bid never was with lrawn,  8ir,
that shows u siate of facis thas cennot be
gnt over.
Sir, suppose a gentleman here desires a
re-election who goes against this bill, end
the charge is preferred against him for cov-
ering up corruption by his vote, What
argument can the nicest specimen of apeci-
al pleading put into his mouth? ‘T'he man
who goes to the Supreme tribunal of the
people, cannot avail himsell of the technical
niceties of the law. The truth would only
be a complete defence~—and il toldi in my
opinion, could be no defence atall, 1 can
fancy that there would be s mumbling
of the words persecution—hardships—it is
wrong lo turn men out of office &e. Buy
sir the reply woulld be—we elected you 1o
expose corruplions—1to carry out reform in
the government—and Io prolect our rigls
and apply the monies rung from us in the
shape of taxes, [or the proper pfrposes of
thie government, and 1o disconntenance
publie plunder.  You were afraid to vole
for o messure (o give 10 us the eleciion of
the public apenis—(or fear of breaking wp
the party, Whao that votes against this bill
this day, can find a resson to answer the
voice of his consiituents,

The genileman from Crrwlord, thinks
he wille—
not be a candidate next fall I am sure 1
sliall not be, unless the office holders al-
tenpt to break me down, as they did in
Oatober last, and I may possibly under this
state of facts, shiow them they have ‘waked
up the wrong pussenger,

game once, let them do it again, We in

ubroad—no spies on our posis,

people of Fennsylvania,
here to pour out my griefs,

*Mr. GIBONS, of Lehigh,

the affidavil of My, McReynolds be eireula

umbia, and T will venture to say that thers
will not be found w man (n either of "those
coutitiee will guesiton his veracity. Bop.
pose | were o vapdidate for the popular
suffrage, nntd were 1o voiu to keep n man
in office; afier an wifidavit like this From
Mr, MeReynolds, how vould 1 explain.' =
I have been fn the babitnow and (hen, of |
taking the siump In & politieal eampaigny
tut [ must contess I would be effeeiually
stumped in sutempting o explain away,
why I voted In this half 10 keep men in
office, surrounded by all these charges?

But sir. the ‘independent press  wmay
clear the whole matter up when it makes
e appeatances and let me ngain repeat, the
Johnson men will be denounced like the
rest of us, unless they come under Captain
Tyler. Liis vot in order to allude to any
thing vonnecied with the Senate Chamber,
but I have 2 gentleman in my eye just now,
selling al the clerk desk.® who must take
He will go 1o
bed one these nights 8 Johnson man,es he
is and wake up next morning a Cass man,

Luzerne can mansge our own aflsir—we
want no incendiaries in our canp [rom

But, sir. [ advocate this question as a
great question of radical reform, which has
been called for from day to day, by the
I do nut stand

sioneis upon themselves years ago; they ling for bread, ;
now.instead of having & debt of 40 millions | ss the gentleman from Crawford; and if the ean show my credentials,

teforms it is ohjected 1o because the whig
are favorable to 1.
text! How vain to raive \he issuel
untler the Weight of its own delusion! Gen

their tonstituente,

pay & fractlon of the interest, even—iaxa

people is consutned, ard el vover up thi
wasle of money,
system!

public welfare, In lieu of sqandering 1
public Meney on their (avorites.

1 believe, sir, I sball voi# for the amend
ment of the gentleman fiom Bradford, an

the election to the legislature for the pres
ont unill the people elect next fall,
the reformein the bill, what are they! I

$2.700 a year.

that man's means, the labor of his hande s
devoled to clerk hire in the cansl commis
sianers office, in the employment of 2
clerks ot 84 a2 day—~when | have heard
good and responsitile meh say thet they
would do the whole at 8300 a year,

Bir, when the last cent 18 wrung from
the peuple, ate we 1o oppose reform, be-

CANSE BUMIe EUING e vl 6% s v vw s
Persecution! What theéchanic I8 there in
a workshop in my pari of the country, or
in vour's Mr. Speaker, (Mr. Hancock, was
in the chalr)who gets 4 a day by the sweal
of his brow,and the Iabor of honestindustry,
And yet, you aee here daily, a strippling—
who is running lo and fro, snd taking com.
mand of a 'presidential canvasg—receiving
from the publie treasury 84 a day, and pro-
bably does not work four hours a day
Nowj sir [ want to give my opinions and
let the people know that we are in earnest
in our efforts to bring sbout a radical re-
form in the government. Ido not expect
to convince gentlemen and bring them Into
my measures, Bul 1 wish to place myeell
right before the people; and when the in
dependent ‘I'yler press is established here
to denounce members who dere do their
duty, that the people may know why they
are denounced!  And the gentleman from
Northampton proposes to cul down the
sum of $2.300 o 81,000, and that sir, is
$500 1o much. ‘The canal comm fesioners
receive $4 a day! 1 said when the House

canal commissioners were, lo my cerlain
at home. Did their pay stop!?

private affairs?

from his feet, is to be denounced and vili
Iﬁtd.

Mr.

LOWRY

single dollar,

Mr. WRIGHT . T am talking of the bil
the whole bill, and nothing else.
talking on the score of expenditure.

but the entering wedge. If the people divide it with the starving, squallid children _ -ar
had taken the eleetion of Canal Commis- | that are running sbout the sireets and cry- |apeak in my place this day, the opiuions .
I would do it as cheerfully | and views of those who sent me here,and | the passage of ihia bill Decause

)

1/ would ot have one of twenty, And, sir,

ire Wa to go on from yest to year, nqunnj
- dering away millions and millions of dollars
and yet when it is ptoposed to bring abowy

What a shallo¥ pre.
It ninks

e men may think e they please, who op-
[ posa this measute; but they will find that
they Will have a seulement Yo make witls
Now, that the people
of this Commonwealih are groaning under a
debt of 40 millions, and not the means to

tion 1aid on till the very subsiance of he

Why not change the
Why not 8lect tien who have
the ubility to act end the integrity and
honesty to attempl, a1 least, 1o promote the

e/ Mr. WRIGHT: The gentleman from

then [ shall vote for sn amendment to give

Ar (o

stated the other day thal the Clerk hire in
the tanal commissioners room amounied 1o
$4 a day to each of thein-
What hard working furmer is there that gets
84 8 day? Why. efr, he may il (rom
the rlsing of the sun 10 the going down of
of the same, and if he reuliges fifty cens,or
seventy fi.e cents, heis contens; and yet

explained=I wish to
know: Mr Spearker, whether the amend-
They tried the| ment, the gentlemen advocates, culs of »

1 was
Now
when 1 took the floor the other day on this | pleas do not touch me, and while I am 2
subject,my daily pay was referred o, which | member of this House; [ will preserve my
is guaranteed to me by the laws of the irdepeedence. Sirl do not say that others | this H
;Cummnnwnhh. It wassaid that I received | do not act with independence=Ilet the vote 1 have edified it. But 1 have made ren eské
This bill is|$4 a day, and | was asked why I did not|on this bill tell.  But, sir; spesk of what |in order that the people might hnow my

enough not to murmut at it. Bul wheh vou
redoce my pay. 1 hope @t will aford &
linle reliel about Ortwford, (a Yangh) shd
s |about the region: sll along to the Inked. Sir

I will vote for the genileman's athendient,
and 1 will also Vote for the amendment of
- |the gentlemian from the eounty, to redute
outr pay lo one dollat per day,—Tlor a good
Bpanmish dollat is Worth something how.a-
dayn. T will go for the gentleman's teform
Sir, I regard the measure before the House,
as the stepping stona  which leads 1o the
great temple o [ reform, and [ do not be.
«|lieve the gentleman from Crawford weuld
ever have vitled up his bill for he redie.
s | tion of daily pay, but to defeat the prssage
of this bill. Members of this House get no
pay bul when in the service of the state,

Mr, LOWRY : He cannotge! off in that
way,

Luterne will vote for one dollsr, or fifiy
*|cents a day if necessary, because these are
1] the times when we must look about and see
where we can abridge our expbhnes, And,
sir, | care not whether it touches Willlam
Overfield, Levi Reynolds, or any body
else. 1 care not where the pruning knife
eirikes, I go for a change in managing the
pudlic wotks; and I say that it is high time
we had it.  Why, at this time, with our
resources we are prostrated, the eredit of
the Siate iz gone; our foreign stotk holders
do not get their interest, and the very men
who laid the rails on your rail roads, sand
excavated your eanals, do not receive any
thing, eithet interest or principal. And
sir, I say, if ever there Was a time when
reform was required, it is now, I would
begin With that roem up there [pointing to
the ceilii] whete the Cass handbillt were
put up by the clerks and hangers on, who
receive 83,700 a year ont of olit impover
ished (teasury. By doing this, we should
T A ] - .

ZATY ApUuD Al LR

ple, some of which 1t seemed, was expend.
el in traveiling excursions, snd drinking
Yrandy, BWeetened wiith loaf sugar? There,
sir, | would go and T would idke their
knees tremble and their heads switi on iliis
subject. I would make them feel the hand
of power, were it in my grasp. That is
the spot to commence the work. Three
commissioners, at 84 00 a day 365 days—
| (Snndays 100) if my wddition I8 correet, |s
$4,380. 'Two clerks at a salary of $2,700
How many messengers—how much post-
age? Not less sir, that $8.000 is wasted
and confumed in that office, in a single
year. Look st it, you farmers and hard|
working mechanics, who pay the taxes to|
support snd maintain them! And to cor
rect these abuses is whig doeirine, say the
gentlemen! Beitso! Such whig doc:
trine as this [ support, and am not to be
driven from my position! Your indepen-
dent 'Tyler press can't do it; and 1 will go
before the poople and tell them why I voted
to put these men out, And let men get on

[think it a good one.”

Numaber 43.
tlons. Now, sir, there is no deparivre. from
principle in puting one demderat out ar
anothet fn his place wlio is giealified 1o dd
he duties of a Banil eommissioner! 1f
there is,! hoPe 1o be informed whetein and
Low! But, beesuse we propose o eleet
these ten varbelves, fvis suid we aitack thg
adminisiralfon—We #re bpporing the ads
ministration | Bir, T shotld think the Got
vernor would regard it as 4 bigh faver 0
have tbe power of eppolnting the canal
commissioners disconnected from his doties
~for it is a drag on 3y addinibtralion.—
Let ihe people-= ths tolereigas 6T the Biate
have the contfol of it, of their eprenenia-
tives. ‘Talk aboutbargain &nd sale, and
the leginlatute not having the power of re.
moval. How can they be ramoved under
the present law! They may commit the
greatest fraud, and there it no powet that
can resch them. Bul,in this bill we provide
forit. 1 am,slt, not generally ia favor of
trying experiments; but, inregard to this
must 82y that [ al in favor.of It. Why,if
you permit things (o go on in this Way—if
you permit millions uvpen millions to He
squandered—how long will it be befare this
Commonwealth is in tHe game condition as
ancient Rome, when the Pwtoriun guards
put her up for sale in the public market
place?  Bir, the tame state ol things s
advancing gradually into our stite, as enters
el the gates of imperial Rome?  When oue
credit is gone—our people impoverishel—
our treasury empty—ithe publi¢ confidencs
quailing under new levies and new funpusi:
tions, ean we expect sir, that an indiguenl
and insulted constituency will always en-
dure it.  To believa i1, gives thelis 40 ull
past expetience, 1 say, sir, there' iy &
mighty change coming over the peoplé atd
when you ficd thew risiok vp in (he majes
ty of their strengili,and demanding vetkesich
ment and relorm ot bur hands; imen -~ herd
wust not sufler \hemgel By iy “siher cir
cumstance or influence that may be brobght
to bear upon them, But let the legislatue
~—this the popular branch, composed as'ib
is of the representatives bl the peupleimaké
the thove and they wiil be mosi nubly sus
tained. My word for it sir, the ery of
petsecution Will not find s resting place
bayo.d these walls

And when sir,men talk again8t refiioving
the Canal Commissioners, and proelaid
«Qh the party will be destroyed.” [ heed
1 not, for I am of the opinion that the only
way lo save Lhe pariy is, to purge il of its
impurity—to cut off the excrescences, and |
you will giveit renewed strength and re
newed vigor. What sir, do you think of
the bill under consideration.

Mr. HANCOCK, who occupled the
Chair temiporarily, instantly replied-—ti
[ Laughter.])

Mr. WRIGHT: | agree with yuu if
opinion, sirg und | apprehend that you e¢u
tertain the same view in regaid to the 4
mendment, that 1 do myselfi  Let us adopt
it, and then add snother section, which £

{the stump and wik of being persecuted, if

the replication. How many thousand poor |

eapitol I did their prayers, I repeat, ever
reacl: the capitol T No, sir, there is an

'us in the face and persecution teo. But|
you hear nothing about it.  8ir, tovch your
public functionaries only, and what do you
hear! Official patronage fills men's mouths
with argoments —that you are violaling your
oath—that you are violatiog the constitntion
1| and that you are putting Whe political bargne
upon the ocean without compass, without
rudder, and without sail, T'hese pariy

I do know with regard to charges—and 1

Sir look at the

had indulged me before, that some of those | (hey please, may I be permitted to make understand the gentleman frem the counnyy

(Mr, Rouaifori) has ready to offer, and we

knowledge, a good poriion of their time|dnd unfortunate men are persecuted daily, will have dono the siate some servive ! But

No sit'|and did the information ever reach the|sir, let me say to you, and to the represen
Why, get $4 a day for attending to iheir

And yet sny man who
gels up in bis place, and kicks and shackles |

tatives in this House, that if you LKill this
bill, thet there will be an end tn yelorm,—

abundance of poverty and affliction staring | Why. it will be said did yon not make it a

question of reform to remove the cansl com
missioners, on the charge of not having (he

I;u.ahlic: confidence, and of squahdeting the

public money ! And did you not debate
the subject fur five daye, snd then voie the
Yill down 1" Why oecupy more of the
time of this House in relatlon (o feforn?
For myself, 1 confess that 1 have oceupied
mote time than | Intended to do, sud yer 1
have not sald ont half that 1 intended to say
when 1 arose: but I have not wiked it 10
entetiain this House, nor do [ suppose that

sentiments and opiniong upon Lhis imporiant
subject,  And why, #irj | ssk,do | ropput
L ]
great question of nstional reformy  and ul

House chooses (o reduce my wages 10 .'\Imm on \hat desk—there are my insgue- L;huugh I adais 0 10 weoag ia priaciple, fur
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