COLUMBIA COUNTY
REMOVAL CONVENTION,
Ao S

In porstance of s call, sighied by s large
number of eitizens residents of different
townships,  delefates  met  al  the
house of Charles Doeblet, in Bloomsburg,
on Bamrday, the 7th day Jandary, 1843,
and organised by appointing

ISAAC KLINE, Prestdent.

Antioxy Denovxn, Joun Xnokn,Jawes
McDowery, Davigr Punsee, Fice Presi-
denis.

“George H. Wilhtts, Neal McCay, Bec-
relaries,

Upou valling ‘over the ‘@loction distriets,
seventeen ol of Lwenly were fepresented,
and the following delegates appeared and
took their seats in the Convention.

Bloom—H. Webb, Caleb Barton, jry
George Weaver, John Grotz, John Hessjr,

Briercreek—John Hess,John Freese, jr.
Issiah Salmon, John Knorr.

" Cattawissa--Michael Brobsi, Michael |
Fornwald, John F. Mann, James Plessants,
Abram Ludwig.

Der cEJOha ¥. Derr,James McDowell,
Nesl ay,

HJﬁnge:e&—lohn Lazarus, John Peal.
wr, ir.

eentwood—Jesse Gray, Peter Girton,
Edward Guwrocﬂ:. Jorimhan  Leumons,
Georgs W. Mot .
% %:&—Wn. Robison, Joshua Men-
denhall, John Shoemaker, Baltis Appleman

r. i‘i-"%‘n McBride, V. Erwine, A. D.
Iﬂuilc. Adam Stravp, Peter Appleman,Dan-
jel Pursel,

Jackson —Iram Der’, Josish Lockart.

Limestone—Frederick McBride, Daniel
Folmer, jr.

Madison—Thomas A. Funaston, Bamuel
Kianer, Daniel Welliver, John Welliver,
William MeCaity, William Dildine, John
Kelohmer, Henry Ebert.

o lbnlcur—G;lo:g H, Willits, Jobn De-
iech, Geor 2y,

wﬂd&nt P‘n‘:awu-’:wmhu 1. Ikeler,

Joha Martin, jr. John Martin, sen. Abra-

ham Jasoby, John Ruckle, Isase Mosgiave.

Mahoning —Chatles Conner.
ge—Daviel Fornwald, Isase Kline,

_:ithu Auohenbavch, Issish Conner, John

Paxton=—Bsmuel Waltman, Charles Mi-
ehael, Charles F. Mson. :
Roaringoretk—Michael R. Hower, Hen-
Meniz, Daniel Keller, Jacob R. Hower,
M. Runk, Anthony Dengler.
Sugurlogf-—Isish Cole, Abrsham
Young,

The object of the meeting of the Con-
‘wention having been siated, on motion, a
commiltee of one from each election dis-
‘triet was sppointed to prepare proceedings
for the consideration of the convention, lo

""“l‘l.;:;llt—nwly weno,

Brierereek—Iohn Frees.
Cattawissa—James H. Pleasants
' Derry—John F. Derr

- Fishingereek—John Lazarus
Greenwood--George W. Morris
Hemlock—William Robison
Jacksen—~Tram Derr
Limestone—Daniel Folmer, jr.
Monteur—John Deterich

- Mount Plessant—William J. Ikler
Mahoning—Charles Conner

- Madison=-Thomas A. Fonston

: —Daniel Fornwald
Paxton=—Charles F. Mann
Roaring

oreek—Michael R. Hower

Bugarleal—Iseiah Cole

The Committea unanimously reported
the following, which were unanimously
adopied by the Conventicn.

Resolved—That as ihe alection of mem-
ber of the Legislatura from this county, at
the last October eleciion wos contested ex-
preasly upon the local question, and that
e man cast his vole for the purpose of
s::tflfn. this vexed subject.

Resolved—"That as the question of Re-
movral or so Removal,was the only question
vpon which the elertion in this county
turnad at the last election, and es it
resulied in the eleciion of Daniel Suyder,
the removal candidate,by the lnige majority
of &In having received more than
three fifths of the voles, we think the legis-
Jsture cannol refuse that justice, for which
we have conlended for the last thirty years,
& which has been so wrongfully withiheld.

Resolved—"That with a view of placing
the matter fairly belore the legislaiure. we
make the fellowing eandid sod impartial
sialement of facts, as they have heretofore
oecorred in relation to the removal question.

The county of Columbia was ereeted out
of a part of old Northumberland, by the
Jegislatare in 1813 and exiended soross to
e West Branch of the SBusquehanna.

Three Commissioners were appointed by
governor 10 locate the counly seal, ne-
ing 10 the direction of the Legislature,
near the centre, a9 the situation thereof
‘admis.”  Botiwo of the Commis-
8 attended, And afier o hasty and
plete survey of the county, they loca-
the county west st Danville,  With this
n 8 magority of the citizens of the
coguly were dissatisfied, and resclved to
appeal 1o the Legislature,

Accordingly,at the opening of the session
of 1814, a large nomber of pelitions were
presented, (or & removal of the sest of jus-
sice from Danville to  Bloomsborg, which
were referred to 8 eommines,  That com-
mitiee reporied that a mere inepection of
the map was sufficient to show that the
bocution at Dunville was not in accordence

with the Istter or apirit of the Jaw ennoted’
by the wlatire. Bus their report. was
lnid upon the iables R

1o 1815 twenty petitions for the m
were again presented, read, and fe 3
ded to e early attention of the nexy leg-
islatore,  While these proceedings were
going forward, the citizens of Chillisquaque
and Turbut townships ob the West Branch
petitioned the Legislature, and were re-an-
nexed lo North'd. co. by which alteration
Danville was thrown much farther out of
the cenira both of population and lerritury.
Under this new nspect of affaira, petitions
for the removal were potred into the Leg:
islature in great numbeys.

In 1816 the citizens of the county peti-
tioned for a law to suspend the publie build.
ings in Columbia county, and to refer ‘4 lo-
cation of the seat of jusiice 10 a vole of the
people of the rounty.

n 1824 petitions were sgainsezt ln for
s removal, and refused,

Agnin in 1881 the Legislature weie
earnesily petivioned for a removal,

‘The maser then resied until 1833,1hough
a subject of continual janxiety. within the
coumy. In that year the Grand Jury re-
poried the public records in danger of
destroclion by Wre, for want of  suitable
buildings. This aroused the people, who
had resolved 1hat no more maney should be
‘expended vpon buildings in  Daaville.
excepting from abaolute necessity, Petnions
were immediately signed by two thirds ol
the laxables in the county, and piesented.
velerred, and bills reported in both branglies
of the Leguslature,

In 1834 bills were. sgain reported, but
too_late fur action.

In 1835 another efforl was made, and
biils reported. ‘T'hat in the senste passed
by a large mujority, but was pol reached in
the house,

Duriog the session of the Legislature o
1842, about tweuly eight bundred citizen
of Columbia covnty,aguin petitioned for th

ung of a bill,removing the seat of justior
From nville-—3 commiltee was appointed
and a Lill reporied in' the house, in favor ol
the prayer of the dpelitionerl, which was
afierwarls defeated. At the exira session
Mr. Snyder, the member from the county.
introduced another bill, of a similar tenor.
with a proviso, 'thal it be accepted by
mjority of the legal voters of the county.—
This bill paseedl the hovse, bot was no
acted upon in the senate. Thus the questios
was again left open, ‘withoul any decigive
sction being had vpon il. The prayer o
more than three filthe of the legu) voters ol
the county had been rejected, nor had they
been allowed to test the queation upon thy
bill by their votes, the'consequence was th
erousing of a sull " deeper feeling in  the

county. The friends of removal knowing
tha Jrgrisa aghpis canss agil caticfal af s
correciness of lneir assertion, thal it waos

desired by a large mujority of the citizens,
resolved to bring Mrward their candidates
for the Legislature, upon the loeal question
exclusively. Accordinly two conventions
were called for that purpose, and they botli
mel al Bloomsburg on Saarday the 20th of
August, 1842, The removal convention
was composed of delegates from nineleen
disiricls out of fwenty, and wnanimonsly
nominated DANIEL SNYDER,ihe former
member; and 88 unanimously passed (he
following resolutions, They' place "Mr.
Snyder distiagily belore the people as' the
candidate of the removal: party, pledged to
support removal and oppase division,

Resolved—Thot as the members of this
convention have been elected as opposed 10
Division,and in tavor of the Removal of the
seat of Juatice of the sounty, and io carry
out the wishes of our constiluents, we will
not place in nomination for the Assembly
any candidate who is not an open uncom-
promising advocate of our views upon these
two guestions.

Hesolvrd—That thie conveution, in pla
cing the name of Daniel Snyder beflore the

ople of the county, as a candidate for the
Eglnlaturn pledged aa lie is by his scis in
the Legislature, opposed 1o division and in
favor o’remoul. sre but earrying out the
posilive insiruclions of our conslituents—
and we confidently ask for him the support
ofevery man io the counly who is friend
ly to removal, and opposed to division,not
only upon the grounds of his worth as a
eitizen, but that while they are sustaining
him, they are spproving his course in the
last Legislature upon the local question,and
voliog direcily against division,sod in favor
of removal, » measure which our oppo
nenis refused 10 have submitied 1o their de
cision by an ael of the Legisluwre,

The AntiRemoval Convention,eonsisting
of delegates from fificen election districts
oul of fwenly nominsied Richard Froit,—
My, Fruit, svon afier the nomination, in
answer 10 enquiries made of him by citizens
of the county,publiskies the fullowing letier.

Jersevrown, Sepl, 14ih, 1842,
To lsasc Welsh, John E. Avten, Russel
P. Welliver, and George Runyon,

Gentleman :—~Having heen placed in
nomination for Assembly, by a Democritie
County Convention of my (:llow citizens,
{ hold it10 be not only propee.but my duty,
wsnswer questions, such ss yeu have sub-
mived.

I always have been, snd sam now, oppo-
sed 1o Divisions of Columbia eounty, and

if elecied, will oppose, and vole aguinat, a
Division, if that question comes up for le-
ginlative astion,

1 shall aleo, if ¢lected, oppose, and vote

ngainst a removal of the seat of Justice
fram Danville.to Bloomsburg, “should tlat
question lgahbl brovght up in the legisa.
ture, £ 23 = ;
Either a Division, or & Removal, would
unguestionably incrense the county rates
ond levies, and a8 a heavy debl, and high
wnxes have been imposed upon the commu
nity. by-im
it is high time, in my opinion, to arrest the
present wild spirit of lucal spiculation, in
thie legistative! halls.
With due consideration and respeet,

Your lellow citigen; -
RICHARD FRUIT.

Both conventions truly perfurmed the
duty required of ‘them by the people, by
selecting theie candidatés in express refer.

rence 10 the lacal quemtion, and both pariies

hoisied the flag ol either femoval or mno
removal, with both candidates pledged a-
gainst division. - ‘That - the question was
well undersinod by the people; no one. will
deny, o8 the newspapers fiiendly to either
eandidate, avowed their preference for their
friend becavee he' was fuvorable 1o their
side of the question, and in avery meeting
held in the county, the same grounds were
taken. in the resolations passed and speeche
es made. Ata removal meeling, held in
Roaringereek township, it wis

Revolved='That "they wouvid vote for
Snyder *‘becaude he 'nbe‘yud the instractions
of twenty eight hundred of his constituenis
constituting a large majority of the whole
hy sustaining snd voting for the passage of
i bill removing the sent of justice from
Danville." 'Ar't meeting in Greenwood
township, the question wos truly siated
thus —*that the quesiion may be fairly
weighed through the baliot boxes, political
feelings have been sacrificed, and all parties
favorable 1o removal will give their vota fur
Daniel Snyder, the remuval candidate, while
those of Danville and Berwick, will unite
apon Richard Froir.”  ‘These are but a few
of the many meetings held throughool the
counlty, iu fuvor of the:removal candidute,at
all-of which resolutions of & similar teno
were passed. In addition, the bill which
pusgetl the houwse, al the lust session, wap
also spread before the people. The (riends
of Richard Fruit, were alike active in his
support because he was opposed 10 removal
[u addition to Fruiv's pledge agsinst remo-
val, the Danville Intelligencer, the argan ol
the opponenis of 1emovul,of Bept.23d, sfier
denouncing Daniel Bayder, for sustaining
the removal, says. *“Let the volers bear
this in mind, and also remember, that Ri:
vhard Fruit; is ageinst removal, and sgains:
cutting and carving and dividing our coun-
ty.""  Oct Tth, it fofther says. *Go to the
polls early, in every township; get ool all
the voters; and ovr _word for it, FRUIT
will be ELECTED, the rounty will nnt be

divided, the SEAT OF JUSTICE WILL

TUT pp mewauoy L, In  Hoarm

creek it was resolved by their friends, “that
they would not vote for Soyder, because he
voted fur a removal of the seat of justice of

this county,” and woull vote for Richard
Fruit beesuse e is *OPPOSED 10 (he
REMOYAL of the seat of justice.”” In the

resolutions uf a meeting held in Briercreck,
reporied by a genileman of Berwick, they
resolved to oppese Daniel Bnyder, breaves
he voled 10 *secore the passage of his own
favarite laeal bill.". In Mifliin, Derry, and
other ownships, similar  resolntions  werd
passed at meetings got _uplo appose the
election of Snyder. Thus it will be seen
that the quéstion wss fuirly and distineily
placed before the electors, aud that they all
voled understandingly. [t was in fact, one
of the mov) warmly conteated elections ever
held in the county, there being more wvoles
polled than at any former election, and re-
sulted in the election of DANIEL SNY.-
DER, the REMOVAL CANDIDATE, by
the triumphani majority of §'7 as will
be seen by the following official reurns,

Bxvoen, . Frovr

Bloom, (Bloomaburg.) 370 3
Briercreek, (Berwick,) 184 i
Cattawissa 274 b1
Derry, 80 188
Fishingereek, 143 2
Greenwood, 218 7
Hewlock. 104 11
Juckson, 52
Liberty, 3 150
Limesione, 19 77
Mahoning, (Danwille) 3 bid
Montenr, B4 49
Miffhin, (R0 80
Mudison, 144 11
M Pleasant, 103 2
Orange, 104 24
Puxton, 68 22
Roaringoreek, 168 140
Sugarloal, 180 4
Vaulley, 6 125

2527 1653

1652
Mujority, 873

The members of the Legislsture will.ihus
perceive that the location of the seat of jus-
tce at Danville was under protest from the
mujority of those inu.-rutmr. und that it has
cnly been kept there by a eontinual strog-
gle. ‘The leading argument of the Danville
people, which has slways been most pow-
erful, by s appesl to the sympzihies of
tegislmore, fthat the solemn enntract of the
slate wonld be vigluted—their property de-
precigted, snd themselves  ruined,” is most
uncandid and wntrue.  No man  has par.
chased property in Denville, ignorant of the
fach that the removal of lie sear of juitice
was cemonded by o large majority of he

dent,und ta0 much legisistion:

citizens of the coonly, and thal the question
enuld never be santled uniil the removal wos
eftected. And the state toes pot locate
county. sgat for the benefit of & single vils

er interest, regardiess of the gremer, ‘The
solemn compact of the state is with Ler cit-
izens *to act for the greatest good of the
gremest number.' And the citizens of Co-
lumbia county now respectiully ask ihe
members of the Legislatare 10 grant those
petitions and establish thosa rights which
have been unvaryingly urged for thiny
yearss  We nak it with  grest eonfidence
becivse we have now pliced the real wish-
es of the people before the legislatare in s
light which cannot be obernred by the mis-
represemations und ehifls of former years,

We would further remmik, that Danyille
it o8 far from the centre of business as from
the eenire of population in the county, It
draws a large portion of its business and
supplies from a neighboting counly, tv
which it is almost surrounded and thus st
a8 a continual drain on the elreulating me.
dium of the county. Secarcely a single
dollar of the maney expended by snitors
and othiers avending court,ran ever find s
way backsinto the inierior of the county—
there is no trade hetween them, snd no re
eiprosity of interest between the interior of
county and its méiropolis. On the othet
hand, Bloomsburg s not only very near the
centre uf territory and populstion, bus it is
also the centre of business.~11 is the na-
turdl outlet and commands the trade of
Hemlock, Madison, & portion of Derry,
Greenwood, SBugar Loaf, Fishing Creek,
Muoont Pleasant, Bloom' Orange, Juckson,
and'a portion of Briar Creek townships.
It is also in the fine of communieation for &
large portion of Whe connty, with the mark-
ets of Pousville, Mavell Chunk, and places
below those points:

With a knowledge all these facts amd
circumsiances, it is with the deepest sense
of injuries susisined, ‘snd the uneccessary
mecanvenience they have laboored under for
many years past that a large majority of
the Uitizens of Columbia county,once more
make their appeal 10 the Legislanne for
relief—they usk no hoon, bul as [(reemen
tliey appeal 1o that natoral seuse uf jusiice.
inherent in the breast of every honest snd
unprejudiced man, & demand a restoration
of ‘valuible rights and priviliges, unjustly
withheld froro them.

Resoloed —"T'hat our ' member in' tho sen-
ate, and our member in the hounse, be, and
they are hereby requestied to  press the re-
maval question upon the notice of their re-
spective bodies 1o a suceessful tormination,
and 10 congider the great voie given Danim

feel.

Revoloed—"That asour canse is Just, it
heing but a demand thot the righis of 1wo
thirds of the _citizens of the county, should

the contest, until that justice is meted out
1o us, which is our just and rightful due, 1o
wil, the removal of our county seat.

Resoluved —Thay we  are. decidedly op-
posed to a division of Columbia eounty, as
n measure rulpous in its cunsequences 1o jta
citizens, and 80 well satisfied were he op-
punents of remavsl that the counly gener-
ally was opposed to such & meagnre, that
the condidute against removal was  compell-
ed o pledge himself against division 10 in.
sure him any thing like a vote.in the coun-
\y.

Resolved —"T'hatthe aid which - the Dan.
ville party ure now rendering the agiators
of the division question, afier their sirong
protestation during the late election canvas
against snch n measure, is » gross insult 10
the intelligence of the people, and shows
vonelusively, that their opposition to rem;
val, is based wholly vpon selfish “molive.
tegardless of the general good.

Resolved—"Thar John Frees; Henry
Webb; Cherles I. Mann; George W. Mor-
ris: John Knorr; Isaish Salmon:lsaacKline;
William Robinson; George H, ' Williils
William McKelvy, Joseph Paxton: John
Auchenbuuch; Leanard B. Rupert; John F.
Derr; James MeDawel; Jacoh Eyer; Eli.
jah G, Riokets; Thomas A, Funsion; John
MoReyuolls; William G. Huwmley: John
Lazarus: Daniel Pursel; Samnel” Kisner:
Iramn Derr; and John F. Mann, be a com-
mittee (o prepare and forward the proreed
ings acecording 10 the requirements of the
lnst resolution, and slso 1o visit Harrisburg
1o press upon theLegislature the imporianre
of the passage of a bill removingithe seat of
jusuice of Columbia County-

Resolved—"T'hat each ‘ownship be re
quesied 1o send a delegnte to Harrishurg 1o
urge their claims upon 1he Legislature for »
removnl of the seat of justica of the county,

convention be signed by the ufficers, ag the

be printed, and a eopy forwarded 10 each
menber of the seoste and hovwse, and' (hat
aur memhers in either branch be requested
(o0 lay a copy before their respective bodies,
ISAAC KLINE, President,
Asruony Dexopren,
Joun Kxous,
James MeDoweer,
Daxier Pursgn,
George H. WHillits,
Neal MeCay,

Vice Prest’s.

z Secrelaries.

Up 10 the hour of going ta press, we
had recoived nothing definite us 10 1he ge:
tion of the bouse upon the removal bill

ihough report says that it passed by a large
kmujnrily.
1

\

lage. Noris her faith plighied 10 the small-

Snyder as positive insttuciions (o that “ef-

L s TP I Y IR Y | R—— - -p-

l{esofvrd-—'l'hni the |1rucerlhngs of this ! there will he an ﬁnd of il

unspimous expression of its members, and | of

nov

==

SrpEth wirnoes rran '

= [y =

SITURDAY, JANUARY T, 1844,

We are compelled o omit sven o synopsis :
of the proceedings of the l.egiallluu.__ i

muke ruoom for the Goevernor's musage.m;n
fut the procecdings of the Removal Con.

vention.  'We wili, liowever! hersaflier ey ~
deavor to give 4 cotreot history of Ma pro.
veedings. :

—————

‘I'he Removal Convention, held at e
house of Charles Doebler, on  Sawr day
'ust, wes well attended motwithsian ding
‘he unlnavoruble state of the weather nnd
rodds. 1t will be seen thavall e rémnval
township were representod, exeept Mifllin,
& we learn that delegates were appointed iq
that township, bt did not  serive in ting
1o take part in the prosesding,

e —

Oa Tuerday lusy, James Buchanan, way
elected United Btates SBenutor, ffom s
State fur six years from the fourthaf March

next. ‘The vote was for James Buchanan,
74, John Banks, 04, and 2 scaliering,

THE LEGISLATURE,

On Wednesday the 4ih, inst, W« J. M
Andrews, was elecled clerk 10 the louse
of Representative, and B, M. Siedman, of
Northumberland eounty, sergeant-at-srms,
Charles W, Higghens, was clected clerg
to the Senate, snd Jameas M'Cauley, Ser
geant-at-arms. On. Suturday  lasyy Mr,
Snyder, reported & bill, in the house, re-
moving the seat of Justice of Columbia
covity, from Danville, which . was made _
the order of the day, for last Wednesday,
Mr. Headly, slso reported a bill in ihe
Sevatr,‘or'a new county oot of parts of Col-
umbia and Luzerne, 1o be called Madison,
The Danville fuction are doing all the y_can
10 effve this division project.

o —— — a—

We memtioned last  week, that Mr,
Weright, of Luzerne, was elected speaker
af bt houses ' Upon (aking the chair, he
delivered the foMowing 1 very pertinent
aldress,

Gentlemen of the House of Represenia

lives hy e ha nk you kindiy
e 24y LA0ERE Jou ki

preside over your delibetations, — 1t will be
my pride and ambition o altempt 10 dus-
churge the duties,\he important and arduous
duties, of the chair with fidelity and im
partinfity, and (T succéed in thid, I shall
have accomplished my end—my aim—nay
ubjeet, If, Gentleman, you will extend w
me that enurtesy 1 shall atlempt 1o exiend
to extend (owards yoy, | am quite sure we
shull’ progress with the public bussiness
with despatch,.—"T'his is ‘most certainly
desirible to vis all, 4nd’ imporiant, as the
‘legislation of the preient session will be
as short a8 the public business committed to
oor charge will permit,  As the respon: - B
bility resis upon s, [ will guaraniee that on
my pari every fucility will be extended 1w
make a short session. ‘I'hie timea requin
it, and the people whom we represent ook
for it, and demand it

Genlleman, you will excuse me for mak-
ing an allusion to a subject conneeted wil
the pubilic welfare,  Perhaps in doing #o |
may go bayond purliamentary  usage—if o
'usl your indulgence. Tt isin referrence
to the necessity of preserving public failh
and the public credit, I seems 1o e i
‘mportance demands 2 notice at. this time
and in this place, to come fiom the presid:
ing officer of the House of Representatives
at the vrganization of the bady.  Not it
any (hing | cansay will prove a good ten
deney, but thay she stajion itsell would il
i it some charanter and importance, T'le

public debt in good faith has been contrace
ted—in good fuith let every farihiig
of it be paid—our meansy snd e

sources are abundant—and thefgreat mus
ol the people adinit it justice,” and will not
flineh lrom the paymeni of i

T'hut there has been an allempt in some
portions of Pegpsylvania 1o repudiate, we
{huve shindant evidence, It is 10 be hojpel

The publie eredit is the corner stone

the govirment, nnd the moment
it is  desiroyed (ke  cansequences
are most fatal and alaroupg, Let thote
who would be o dishonest, as 10 deny 1he
lishility of the atute 1o pay iis engugements,
and openly desist, roceive ihe censne
of the civilized world—they deserve it, D I
1 tetst wnd hope that the law making bo'y
of Pennsylvanin will never shrink 1 m
their duty on this important subjeet. Aud
for mysell, thiy slisll never be the case, anil
from the unnnimity of this House op a for-
mer orcusion, | am convinsed repudiation
will not find a lodgment . within th
walls

For eren this briel allusion to the snb
jecy, Gentleman, Lusk your  pardon, but i
aceurred 1o me | would do remiss in 1 ¥
duty did 1 suffar the occasion w p ¥
without giving it a notice.




