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From the Graham's Magazine,
A RACE FOR A SWEETHEART.

BY MR. ZEBA SMITH,

Hardly any event creates & stronger sen-
savion in a thinly settled New England vil-
lage, especially smong the young folks,than
the arrival of a fresh and blooming miss,
who comes to make her abode in the neigh-
borhood. When, therefore, 8quire John-
sun, the only lawyer in the place, and a
vary reapectable man of courae,told Farmer
Jones one aftersoon that his wile's sister,
a gmari girl of eighteen, was coming in »
fow days to reside in his family, the news
flew lize wildfire through Pond rillage,and
was the principal topic of convetsation for
a week. Poad village s situated upon the
margin. of one of those numeraus and beau.
tiful sheets of water thas gem the whole sur-
fape of New Eagland, like the bright siara
inp0. evening aky, and reeeived its appella-
tign, ta distingpish it frem \we or ihree other,
v in the same tawa, which could not |,
boas, of 3 similar locasien,
Jupes cams in 10 his supper. about sunsel
that aflernoen, and ook his geasat.the table
the eyes of the whole family were upon
him; {ur jhefe wana peculiap working about
hig mowih, and a knewing glance.of bis eye,
that always fold them when lie had some-
\hing. ol _inlsrest o eommunicate, . But
Fyrmar Jones’ secresivenass was large, and
his iemperameny pol the most swive,and he
would probably bass relled ihe important
secrel a8 u syeel motsel wnder his fongue
fgro long sime, bad notMrs. . Jouey, who

ther sn impatiens and _prying \usn

}” reulrlud 10 draw it from him,
qw, l‘r Jones,’' said she, as she han-
dq!ﬂhup his eup of tea, ‘what is it you are
l.plio uyl Do om with it for you've
clurm‘ w-uhm; or other over in
your mind ever since you csme inie the

house.’ :

j,pn!b Wit

LT
" New father, Ihal ig the, unel’  said Bu-
|I: *we all know you'ye got something or
er you want \o say, and why eani you
el ue what "al"

‘La who cares “what _"iis?’ said Mes,
Joges; il it was any thing worh . tellings
we shuldu'l have o wail for it, I dare
may,’'

Hereupon Mes. Jones assumed an air of
the most perfect indiflerence, as the surest
way of conquering what she was pleased to
&ll Mr. Jones' ohstinaey, which by the
way wis'a very impioper term 1o apply in
fhie case; for it wae purely the working of
secretiveness without the least paricle of
obatinsey avtached 10 it

“‘I'here was a pause for wo or three min-

ftes i the  conversation, ull Mr. Jones
fusséd his eup to be fillod n second time,
when with a couple of' preparaiory ‘hems
he began 1o let gus the seoret.

'Weate 10 huve a new ngighbor hiere in
8 fow days,' ssil Mr, Jones,stopping short
whea he had ettered thus much,snd sipping
his tes and flling his mouth with food.

Mry. Jones who was perfect in her tac.
lies, said not a word, but auended to the
affuivs of the lable, 3 though she had nos
uoticed what was said. T'he farmer's »-

-

lqbleh.. l lpon. said Mr.
auptber knoywing glance of his

When Farmer |

¢retiveness had at last worked itu_ll' out nnd
he began again.

‘Bquird Johnson's wile"s sisier is coming
Im'o inafew duys,and is |olng to live with

The news being thus faitly divulged, it
left fiee seope for conversstion.

“Well I wonder if she is's proud, swick
op, piece,’ said Mrs. Jones,

sl.shouldn’s Abiak abe.. would be, said
Sosaw; *for there  winy 2 mdre’ sociabler
@4 woman in the neighbsrhosd 'then Mise
Johtwon. ~ Bo if she"s st 'all like her wister
1 thipk we shall like her,

*1 wonder liow old she in.' said Suplmn.
who was just verging toward the clon of
his twenty-first year.

“I'he Squire called her eighteen,' said

Mr. Jones, giving a wink ta his wile, as
much as to say. that's-about the right age for
Stephen,
‘I wonder if she is handsome,' said Su.
san, who was somewhat vain of her own
looks, and having been a sort; of reigning
belle in Pond village for some time, felt a
linle ularm at the idea of a rival,

‘] dare be bound she’s  handsome," said
Mrs, Jones, 'il she's sister 10 Mrs,Johuson;
for whete will .yow find a  handsomer wo-
man than Mre, Johuson, go the own
throught”

Aflier supper, S!ep!wn went down lo Mr.
Rebinson’s slore, and wid the news. 10
young Charles Robinson and alkthe ‘young
fellows who weére gathered \liere for 'a game
at quoiti and & ring at wresiling, And
Susan went direcily over o Mr. Besn's
and told Pauty, and Pstiy went over 1o the
widow Davis’ and told Sally, and before
nine o'clock tHe matter ‘was preny well
undergfood in aboul every house in he vil-
lage. ...\,

A the.close of the foursh day, = little

before sunset, s chsive was seen to drive up
0 Squire Johnson's door. "Of couree the
eyes of the whole village ‘were turaed in
that direction. Sally Davis, who was just,
coming in from milking, set her pail “down
on (he grass by the side of' the ronil s soon
as the chaise came in sight, and waiched it
tll it reached the Squire's. door, and  the
gentleman and lady had got out and gome
into"the house. Patty Bean was doing up
the ironing that afiernoon, and sle’ had just
taken a hot iron from the fire as thé chaise
passad the door, and, sheran, awvith. il in her
hand and stood on.the ‘door steps till' the
whole ceremony of alighting, greeling, and
fanteting the hnl.l.l!. was over, . Old Mrs,
Bean stood with ber head vus_of ghe win-
dow;her iron bowed speciacles resting upon
the wp of her forehead, her shriveled hand
placed neross her eyebraws 10 defend her
ted eyes from tke rays of the seiling sur,
and her skirng ¢hip protiudiog about three
inches in advance of a eouple of siubs of
teeth, which her.open mouih.exposed lairly
o view,
‘S8cems o me (hey are dreadful lom..
said ofd Mrs. Bean, as she saw Mrs. John-
son descend the sieps and welcome her
sister with a kiss,

*La me; if there isn't the squire kiuin;
of her w,’ said Pauy; ‘well, [ declare, 1
would o waited Jill I got into the Louse, 1'll
it lwyouldn’s.: It looks s wvulgar 10 be
kis¥ipg afure folks, and owt dobrs Ju; I
shoulé think Squire Johuson would be
ashamed of himsell.' y

*‘Well 1 should'ny," esid. yeung 'Jeho
Bsan, who came up al' thay mament, snd
who had passed the chaige justasthe young
lady alighted from it, ‘I should'us be a-
shamed o Kisu sich o preity gal as thai any
how; 1'd kiss her wherever [ could keich
her, il it was in the meetin:house." A

‘Why, is she hundsome, Jack!" waid
Pany.

+¥ es,she's goi the pretsiest linle puckery
kind ol 2 mouth 1've seea this six months.
Her cheeks ure red,and hier eyes shine like
new buiions,.'

«“Well,' replied Patty, *if she’ll only take
the shine off of Susan Jones when she goes
io meetin, Sunday, I shan’l care.

While these observalions were going on
st old Mr, Bean's, Chasles Robinson and »

s

Erovp of young hllntn with him were
standing i front of Robinson's store,a lille

seene that was passing at Squire Johnson’s
They witnessed the whole with becoming
decorum, now and then misking & remark
aboot the fine horse and the havdsome
chaise, till they saw the tall squire bend his
head down and gire the young lady a xise
wnen they all burst dut into a lond laugh.—

In s moment beirg conscions that their
laugh musi be heard and noticed sl the
squire's, they, in order o do away the jm
pression. it ot pecessarily. make, at -once
lturned their heads the other way, and
Charles Robinson, who' wis déiek a1 an
expedient, knocked off the hatof the lud
who was standing next to. him, and. then
they sll lsughed louder than before:

*Here comes Jack Bean,' “asid ‘Charles,
‘now we shall hesr soimething abdut her,for
Jack was e6 ming by (he squire’s when she
got out of the chaise, How dues she look,
Jack?'

*Handsome as a picter,” ‘said  Jark.
haint seen a prewior gal since last Thanks.
giving Day, when Jane Ford was here to
visit Susan Jones.’

*Bluck eyes or bluel” said Charles.

‘Blue,” said Jack, ‘but all-fired brigh,’

“T'all or sharil’ sard Siephen Jones, who
'wag rather short himself, and therefore felt
a particular, interest. on that peint,

‘Railier short,” said Jack, *bus straight &
round ¥s your young eolu.’

‘Do yoo koew what her pame hI’ said
Charles,

*T'hey called her Lucy wheu she got out
of the chaise;’ said Jack,'and as Mrs.John-
son"s ﬁmc was Brown before she was mar.
ried, I's’pose_her name must be Luey
Browa,’

*Just'such & name'ss | l&u’ﬁ:d Charles
Robinsont “Lacy Brown soutids well. Now

‘suppdsé,ib order 1o gt acquainied with her

we_all hands 1ake & sail . to.morrow night

F-l;uml this. um. on the pond, and invite her

10 go with us.’

“Algteed,” said Stéphen Jones. ‘Agreed,’
#aid Jack Bean. ‘Agreed,’ paid all fhiands,
The, quulum ther, arose, who should
rarry the invitation to her; and ¢he  young
men being rather bashful on their score, it
was flnslly seuled that Susan Jones shovld

‘bear the invitgtion, ani sccompany her to

the boat, where they should all be in walp
ing to receive heri~'Pheonext doy wasa
very long day,at leasiio ahost of the yourg
men of Pond village; ' sind  promptly, an

hour bofore sunset, mosi of them were as-

sembled, with Lall a score:of -\heir sisters
and female covsivg, by a litlle stone wharl!
on the margin of the pond,for the proposed
sail, " AN he gidls 10 the village, of a suila-
ble age, were there, axcept Pauy Bean.—
She had undergone a good deal of fidget.
ting snd fussing during the day, 10 pirepare
for the ssil, bul had ‘been divappoivied.—
Her new bonsnet was not done; and as for
wearing her old Aap:sided bonnet, she de-
¢lared she would not, if she never . went.—

| Presently Susan Jones snd Miss luey

Brows were seen coming down the road.-—
In 2 momens sll were quiet, the laugh apd
the joks were hushed, and each oune: put on
his best looks.  When they anived, Susan
went thraugh the ceremony of introducing
Miss Brown 1o egch of the Jadies and gen-
temen present.

*Bul how ia the world are you going 1o
#ail? suid Miss ‘Brown, “for there isn'i a
breath of wini;and I don*) see any sall boat
neither.' _

*Qh, the less wind we hase the better,
when we sail here,' said Chatles Robinson;
‘and there is our gail-boal,"peinting lo a fla
boulomed scow-hont, some (wenty fect long
hy ten wide.

*We don't use no sails,” sid Jack Bean;
somelimes, when the wind isfuir, we pui
up 8 bush 0 belp pull slong a litde, and
when "tisn't we row.'

‘I'he party were soon ombarked on board
ithe srow, and a couple of oars weie sel in

motion, and iley glided slowly and pless-
sotly over as lovely a sheet of waler as
ever |lowi i lh.nuﬂl.in. tsy. loone

o buelis,,

fariier down tlie road, and watching the

g

hour's limo, the whole parily felt pcrfeeth
scquainted with Mies. Luey Brown. She
had talked in the most lvely and fascinating
manner;she had told stoties and sung songs
Among others, she hind given Moore’s boat
soug with the sweelesi possible effecy; and
by the time they returhed Lo the landing. it
would hardly be to0 much 10 say that half
the young men in the party were decidedly
inlove with her.

A stern regard to truth nqnim aremark
10 'be made here, not altogether favorable o
Busan Jones, which is the more 10 be . re-
grevted, as she was in the main, an excel-
lent hearted girl, and highly esieemed by
the whole village. 1t was observed that as
the company grew more and more pleased
with Mist Lucy Brawn, Susah Jones ‘was
less ond leds animated Gl 'at ust she became
quite reserved and appacenily sad. She,
however, on landing, ireated Miss Brown
with respect(ul aitention, sccompanied hey
1o Equire Johnsan's door, snd cordially
bade her good night,

The casual glimpses which the young
men of Pond village had of Miss Brown
during the remaihder of the week, ak she
oceassionally stvod st the door, or lonked
out at the window, or once or iwire when
she wulked oul with S8usan Jopes, and the
fair view they all had of . her at meeiing on
the Babbath, served to increase their sdmi-
ration, and to rencer her more and more an
object of sliraction.  She was reguided by
ull as a prize, and several . of (them were
already planning what steps it was best to
take in order o win her.  The 1wo mowt
prominent candidates, Nowever, for Miss
Brown's favor, wete Chailes Robinson
and Siephen Jones, Their position and
standing among the young men of the vile

| lage seemed 1o pul all others oo the back
ground. Chasles, whose. faither was weal:
thy. had every sadvuniage .which momey
could procure, ' 'But Swphen, though poor,
had' decidedly the Sdvdniage over Charles
in personal recommendr tions, He l.lal‘:i mote
talent, wav more wprighily and " intelligeat,
and more pleaging in his -sddiess.  From
the evening of the txil on the .pang, they
had bothr watched ' every ‘movement of Mise
Brown ‘with thie most intense intoresl; and,
us nolhing can deceive a lover, each had,
withy an interest no less intense, wauhql
every movesent of the oher,. They had
ceased to speak to each other about her,and
if her namre wan'mentioned in their' pres.
ence, both were n1w1yl obderved {8 color.
The lﬂ_cl.lnd_ weelk olier her arrival,through
the influence of Squire Johnson, 1he distriet
sohool'wis offered lo Miss Browh on the
otlrer side of the pond, which offer was
accepled, snd she went immediiely to 1ake
charge of it . 'Fhe announcement, at first
threw someting of a damper upon the spisit
of \he yonng people of Fond village, o But
when it was understood the school Should
continue bui a few weeks, &being but s mils
and 8 hall disians,Miss Brows could come
hume every Salwrday afiernoon, Smi spend
the Sabbath, iV was not very deflienlt 10 be
reconciled o the temporary srrangement,
The week ware away heavily, especially 1o
Charles Bobinson and Biephen Jones
They couated the duys impatiently uill
Saturday end on Batuiduy they counted the
long the lagging lLours ull neon, ‘They
had heth made up theic. miuds tha it would
be dangerous in wait longer, and they boih
resolved not (o let snother Sabbath pass
withoui making direct propovals 10 Mise
Biown,

Siephen Jones was too early ‘s viser for |
Charles' Robinson and i sny enterprise
where both were concerned, was preuy
sure 10 \nke the loud, except where money
could carry \be palm, and then. of course,it
was always borne away by Charles. A»
Mies Lucy had been absent most of the
week, and wes to be a\ home that afier-
noon, Charles Robinson had made ac ar.
rangement with his. mother and sisters 10
have a little 10n party in the evening, for

the consequences—SBueplen  wiis

should not be awakened. - Charl
Tare, remained perfectly quiet 't

over Stephen. He was ready at'a m

ice, and malm kmnm to ber his wishes) |
mlphen Jones, however, wis m .

in his wovements, He had "got wind o
the proposed tea party, althon iﬁ'w'
and sister for obvious reasons, had not been. |,
mvited, and he resolved not to risk the

arrival of Miss Brows and her visit to 'Hf."",

Robinson's , befure he should aee her, She
would diwmiss her school al noon, end
come (he distance of s mile and & h_al‘
roond the pond’ home, ' His ‘mind wasist:
once made up, He wobld gé round lﬂ*‘
meet her at the school-house, and accom-

pany her on her walk., Thers, in that
winding read,around those delighuul waters,
with the tall and shady (rees over head,
and the wild grapevines \wining rownd
their trunks, and elimbing to the branches,
while the wild dirds were singing trhough
the woods, and the wild ducks playing in
the coves slong the shore, eurely there, of
any “whers in the world, could s man
bring his mind up to the point of speaking

of leve.

Accordingly, a livle before noon Steph-
en washed and ‘brushed himsell up, snd
put on Lis Sunday clothes, and started on
his expedition* [n order to zveid gbserva-
liop, he Jgok a back route across the fied
'aiending to come into the' read by’ lha.i'
pond, & little out of the wvillage. ' As il ©

luck would have it, Chasl Robiusen Iu‘l""

been ol in the dlrraewn. and was returg..
ing.with an srmful of green boughs snd
wild flowers, 0 ornamont she parlos for -
the evening. He saw Stephen, and notice!l
his dreas, and the direction he was  going.
snd he at once smoked: the whale hulplu ’
His firet impulse was torush ~upon him-
and collar him, and demand that he should

return back. But then he recollecied that 1
in the laet scrath he had with Stephen, two
or (hree years before, he had .. hulg.l,hﬁ -

worst of'it, and he_ mnncunly wlood | sbsll

while Stéphen pawsed on” ‘without seting "

bim. 1t flashed upon " Hi# mind at once
that she quesiion myst now be reduced to

s game ol speed, . If | he vould by eny ¢
means, gain : the pchookhouse  first, and
engage Miss Luey to'walk liome wtlfﬂﬂl

he stiould ' consider himsell sale,. But ll
Stephen sheuld reachibe uhoolm first, 4

he should feel a guod deal of . unasiaess (

very leisurely,und uncdretious thaile was
in any danger of a compelitor on the coutse
and it was imporiant. that hi

hatl got a  livtle out of Heating,
he tiew down his bushes and flo
uimost speethc He had one
warning to slarion an._expedilion -of |
kind, forBupday clothes were an svery.-
affuic with him. .

TIhere wsg a light canoe; belongin
his father, lying at the wharf and & ¢y
of'stout boys were there fishing. Charles
hailed them, snd tld them if they. would .
row him acrpss the pond as quick as they,
possible could, be would'give them a quars:
ter.of a dollas a piece.  ‘I'his, in their view
was 3 splendid offer fur their seevicts, aird

manned thg ours,  Charles ok &  paddie,
and stood in the stern to steer the boat, ‘and
help 1o propel’ hew aliead.  ‘Fhe * distanee
by waier was a little less then by land,ind
alihough Stephen had coasiderably the start
of him, he believed he should be able o
reach whe school house frs:, especially if
Siephen should not see him and quicken
his space. In ene minoe slier be srrivea
3t the wharl, the bout was under full way.

I

|
they jumped oo bosrd with' slacriny and |

A\

The boys haid down 0 the oars. with nglu .

good will, and Charles put omt
steength  upon the  paddle.
shooling over the water twiee as [astas o
man could walk, and Charles alresdy felt
suie of the viclory, But when l.hty bad
gone about hall a mile, lhey eame in the
range of a liule opening in the irees un the

the purpuse of inviting Miss Brown, and
then, of course, he would wilk hoge with |
her in the evening; and Wkea, of ¢ourse,

would be a good w @ begak €| Charlea’

T

shoré where the
view, and thére, o1 bt eritips! moment,

lw.; Bmpheu pur,uln his eusy walk,
heaet wes in'is mouth.”  Suill iy

They were '

road was exposed 1y
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