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Salt=-Water Bubbles.
BY HAWSER MARTINGALE,
SCENE ON THE OCEAN—FEMALE
HEROISM.

A number of years have passed away
since the occurrence which 1 am now about
10 relote ok placer But how meny sirange
svenis—how many seencs of guill, iniquity
und bloodshied have been cunacted oo the
broad ocean, und have never been roecorded!

‘he history of the sea bas never been, and
Juver eag be, wrillen,

T'he ship Astalle, belonging to a dor in
ew England, was on her passsge from
riswl, in England, to Havara. One mord-

g, a8 the ship was ruoning off under the,

fuence df a fine trade wind in the latiwde
bout 26 degread® North, and longiludse
170 dergress West; intending 1o make the
in the Wall,—as thg gloom of night
dispersed by (M rising sun, the cry of
| ho!'wa¥ heard from & man on tne fore-
le, ard immediately 1he attention of the
er of the deck was directed 1w o schoon-
earing (wo ot three points on the lar-
d bow. This vessel presented a singu-
nd quile a suspicious appearance: She
lying to, but her sails were clumsy se,
me of them clued up, and others were
ring in the wind, the sheets loose.The
braced in different directions, and
ly thing connected wilh her appearence,
ed that some extraordinary eircumsian
ad occurred on board that vessel,Be-
@ these signs of distress, an American
Bus was hoisted in the shrouds wnion
p—=a sight, which, slways denoting wo
minent danger, can never be wilnessed
fsailor without emotion,
e captain of the Astulfo, whose name
Atkins, was immediately called. Afier
eying the schooner through his perspe-
glass, he ordered «ll hand to be sum-
ed, the studing suils and other light
 to to be taken in, aud preparations 1o
ade 1o lay the main-top sail aback.He
adered the small arms 1o be got in
ness for the sevice, bsing ignorant of
pause of the difficulties on board the
juner, but determined to render all] the
isnce in his power. As the ship ap-
hed the schoener, Coptain Atkins wes
ieed o behold the fluttering of a fe-
garment—and soon ascertained that
were only two porsons on deck—one
(s woman—ihe other a boy, apparently
twelve or fourteca years of age!

stonishied at the circumstances, he rang-
ong side and hove to. with the main-
il to the mast.—-He then hailed the
oner,anid inquired respecting the fate of
jerew and the cause of her present aban_
d eondition. ‘I'he woman in a tremu.
and weak voiee replied stating that the
in und mate bed been murdered—ihat
pirates were now confined in the forcas.
and in the most vrgent langusge im-
d us to serd assistauce prompily on
i was then remarked that the wo-
held a pistol in hier hand—her dress
in greal dinorder; and her whole
onee, an well as that of the boy who
fhy hor side.denoted that seme terrible
had orcorced:

DEMOCRAT,

Captain Atkins ordered the quacter boat
1o be lowered and manned.and srming him- !
sell with pistols und sword, and giving to
each of the bout's erew a cutloss, he resvlv-
ed to visit the schoower himself, and sscer-
«ain the meaning of these sirange appearan- |
cen and to protect and nssist the innocent

and (o punish ur capture the guilty.
In sfaw minutes the boat was alongside

the schosner. Capwiia Atkine sprang on
oard, followed by his men; but as he step-
ped on deck he was startled with the sigh'
of the body ofa man, who had evidemly
been shot thraugh the head. At this mo-
ment the woman came toward lim and seiz-
ed bis hand; and poured out her feelings of
gratitude for his aid. She was young' ofa
graceflul form, and exceedingly lovely, not-
withsianding her cheeks were deadly pale,
and her costome in grest disorder.She had
evidently suffered much for mental agony
was slamped on her countenance; her eyes
were red with weeping, and she trembled
in every limb, through nerveous excite-
menl.

Captain Atkins was at once convinced
thut the woman, who had been the wile of
Captain Howard, ihe late master of the
schoouer, had tld him the truth.—He
learned that the pirates, \wo in number
were coofined im  the forcasle, They
were immediately 1aken out.  Their looks
were enough to cenvict them of any crime
and they were pinioned and sent on board
the ship:  Mra* Howord was slso sent on
board in a state of insensibility, for she
fainted snon afier,ihe schoorer was buarded.
The sirength and coursge, almost super-
buman, which had supported her through
trials and perils, which few of either sex
cvnld have borne, failed her whea they
eeemed to be no longer required.

The boy sptske of some’ boxes of money
which were in the cuptain’s siate room.
They wok them oui—also the writing
desks, trunk, anc either property belonging
1o the murdered captain and his wife, and
then the schooner was set on fire.The pi-
rales were pul in irons on beard the Asiolfo.
Mrs. Howsrd was placed inm a convenient
state-roam, and made as eomflortable as the
cieumstances would permit, sail was made
on the ship, and alter an unpleasant inter-
ruption of a few hours, the Astolfo again
proceeded gallantly on her way toward her
destined port.

On recovering her senses, Mrs. Howard
received with mugh astonishment and dis-
appointment (he intelligence that she had
been removed from the schooner Arion and

was now on board the ship Asiolfo:and she
reflected that she could not agair embrace

the body or gsze upon the pallid counten-
tonce of her murdered hvsband, Severa
days elasped before her energies were suf- |
ficienily restored 1o enable her lo relate lheI
particulare of the events which had caused
her sorrows; and the tale of the beauuful
but unhappy woman sank deep into the
hearis of \ba listeners—for there 12 nothing
calculated in a great degree o enlist the
sympathies of a (rae sailor, than an sci of
outrage oroppression upon weak and de
fenceless weman,

It appears that this lady was the daughter
of raspectable parente, residing in one of the
New Eogland siaffs. Her marriogs with
Captain. Howard was the result of deep
seated affection on the part of oth; and al
the time when the marriage took place »
few moths pravious to the ocoorrences of
‘he events recorded abova, he had becume
the principal owner as well as master of
fine schooner, the Arion, nearly ready for
sea, bound to 81, Thomss and & marke!,
with a cargo of lumber, dry goods, and
+Yunke noitons.’

The idea of leaving Caroline, Yis bride
behind him during the few months which
he expected to be sbsent, never once enter.
ed his head, and she, with cheerfulness and
alucrity, agreed to his proposition tnai she
should accompany her husband on the voy-
age, and be, on the ocean as well as on the
|and, his constunt companion, his helpmee!
and the pardcipator of his joys and his
sorrows.  The cabin was fited up sceor:
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lefi pori but a few davs sfier the joyous
celebration of her marrisge.

The passnge’ 10 St Thamus was propi-
tions. The weasther was plessant, and the
winds wore favorable, audiever a couple
enjoyed true happinness of o distance (rom
| their hame, and wn the bo of the stormy
sea, that couple was hh:'F:, Howard and
his lovly wife. A new whrld of happiness
seemed open (e them, and fancy painted
gorgeous seenes of enjoyment in the dis-
tance; and evenings as they paced the deck
they loved te talk eof _their own dear
hewe in their native lapd;and to conjure
up pictures of domesticthappiness,equalling
in vivid coloring o post's dream.

‘The Arion urrived a1 81+ Thomas after a
passage of iwenty days. Capt. Howard
succeeded in selling his jumber te advan
tage but cancluded (0 proceed wilk his re
maining cargo, consisling chiefly of dry
good, to Sy, John, in the Spavish [sland of
Porio Rico. The yellow fever was pre-
vailiug at 81, Thomas whan he left, and the
fear leust his life might become a viciim to
this dreadiui disease, doubtless hastened
his departure from the island. But on the
day on which the Arion arrived at 81, Juhn
two lis crew,both young American seamen.
were attacked with thasdreadiul fever, and
died on tlie following day. ‘I'he remainder
consisiing of 1wo seamen, and one green
hand, who scereilly resolved 1o leave ihe
schooner with the firet opporiunity, en the
following night stewed themselves away in
the brig Jerusalem, bouudto N.  York and
were far enought off'in the offiing, before
their deseruon was known.—Besides the
captain and mate, the cabin boy, an A:meri-
can lad, named Edward Joogs, about four
leen years old,was the only persons belong-
ing to the vessel lefi en board,

When the Arion was ready for sea. it
became necessary to procure a supply ef
seamen—but no American or Eunglish sea-
men were to be had, and Capt in Howard
was compelled 1o ship three ferocious look
ing Spaniard, whe came on bo:rd the
schooner one morning and offered ia engage
by the run. He had doms doubts of ihe
seamanship of the savage looking rascals,
slthough they declared that they had per-
furmed mary voyage, but he consoled him-
sell with the reflection, that a few weeks
would terminate the voyage; and with re
gard 1o their character, he did not conceive
in necessury to make any particular inguiri-
es—they would doubtless succeed in ena-
biing him and his mate, Mr. Newion, 1o
navigate his ~essel to s New England pori,
and more he did not require of them. On
the second day after the Arion left port.the
Spaniards were observed by Mr. Newton
to hold some whispering conversalion to-
gether, which seemed ruther suspiciovs—
Caroline told her husband that she did net
like the looks of those swarthy Bpaniards
—ihat one of them in purticular. by the
name of Garcia, whose low siature, broad
shoulders and low forehead, gave him a
peculiar and  sinister appearsnce was a
dangerous man. She bade her husband
baware of him. She did not tell him how-
ever, that this man us he passed her thst
morning, had given her sn impudent wink;
znd with a savage grin, had asked her, in |
broken English, how she would like to be
the wife of 8 Spaniard.

3

conduct which would jusiifly him in sus.
peeting the Spuniards. of enteriaining any
improper design, he would put them in
irond. or sheot them down on the spot:

But nothing possed durine 1hat das 4a
confiem the suspicions of Mr. Newton—
the Bpaniards were obedievtsud respect
fol, and conversed but lite with eatch
other, But  there was a  fieroe
malignant expression in their eves, which
reminded one of the venomed serpent, just
as he is about 10 plant his deadly fangs in
his unswspecting vietim. Mrs. Howard
could not louk upon these men withou
shuddering. altheugh they were respeciful
w0 her, and smiled a8 they passed her. in
the performance ol their various daties, But
Captain  Howard saw nothing 10 excite
alurm, He hardly deemed it possible that
his men would dare plan snd executs =
scheme for mutiny and murder.—But he
knew liule of the characier of the men who
were on oard,

The succeeding evening was remarkably
plessant:  The wind was light, and hardly
ruffled the surface of the ocean—the sky
8 tich canopy, thickly stodded with sparki-
ing gems, never loaked mors lovely—the
air waw soft and balmy—the schooner glid-
ed gently on her way, leaving beliind her
& brilliant and illuminated wave, which
the eye could follow to a great distance.
The whole scene was of a tranguilizing
character, and furnished a rich source of en
jeyment to the happy psir who took pos-
session of the quarier deck that evening; for
i€ was capl. Howard's first watch and Coar-
oline would not suffer herhusband to ramain
on deck, solitary and alone, on suchanight

or (hat,

At twelve o'clock the larboard watch
was called, and Mr. Newion came on deck.
Howard afierhe had communicted some
instructions to his mate, retired to his state-
room, with his wife hal:ging on his arm,
[t was about three o'clock 1g the morning,
when this couple were arouged (rom eleep
by a noise on deck, as of the full of a

not immediaile proceed below. In the
the mean tiase, Caroline called Edward,the
cabin boy. Alsrmed at the eirange noise,

Which hed awakened him, he had o

was standing terrified and amazed a1 the

entrance of the cabin® Edward loved and

respeciad Mra© Howard and her husband,

They had aver trested him with kindoess

~and when he heard the srund of her

voice calling upon him for aid and saw her

wild and pallid festures deaply agitated

withthe contending passions that raged

within, he sheok off the convulsive [earn,

which had almest paralyzed his energies,

and with @ courage and  manliness which

could hardly been expected from one so

yourgd feeble, ho told his mistcess that his

life was a\ her service~~that what ever or-

ders she might give' he wounld sbey:

As the body of her hushand lay oz the

floer of the cabin, the rays of light from the

cabin lamp fell on his changed festures, and
confirmed the terrible cenviction that he
was dead.  Batshe knew there was no
time for vain laments and wailingss Bhe
wok from her hnsband’s relaxed grasp
pistol, and handed it 10 Edwad.—
Bhe picked up the poniazd frem the fvor
and placed 1t within the folds of her gsrient
then. taking aneiher pistel from the ruoks,
she bade the cabin bey to follow, and bold-
y went upon deck.

The priates were then standing in =
group near the companion way, consuliing
with régard to the best siep te bs taken,
and were mueh started a1 the sudden sp-
pearance of Mrs: Howard among tham
.Lhe meon hud risen houts befors, and
threw a bright and. silver light over the
scene of miquity—and her pure and holy
rays never illuminated features where vil-
lainywas stumpted in more legible charactors
tham »f those of the Spaniard Garcia and
swarthy sccomplices. By that light, too,
the beaulilul’ features ofCaroline Horward-=
the mingled expression of wo. fear and

P

heavy body—at the same time a cry of
murder’ was heard, intermingled with sup-
plications for mercy., Captain Howard
sprang from his berih. A light was burn.
ing in the cabin. He seized a pistol in one
hand and his poinard in the other, passed
throngh the sieerage and rushed up the
copanion stair-way, followed by his faith-
ful wife, who, although much alarmed;
determined to re main by the side of her
husband in danger as well as in security:
Butone of the Spaniards was stationed at
the head of the steps as & guard, and the
moment the unforiunate Captian Howard
thrust his haad abose the companion-way,
he received a blow from 2 handspike, which
shatiered his skull, and he fell bleeding and |
sanseless into the armns ofhis wife, who
was al the bottom of the siairs!

Few women could have retzined their
courage and presence of mind =t such a
time. Caroline Howsrd was in & moment
made sensible of the horrors of her siua:
tien, Bhe knew then that pirates bad pos-
session of the vessel—that they hud mar-
dered the male—and that her hutband
whom she so dearly loved, was also a vic-
tim to the treachery and cruelty of ihese
sanguinary monsters. She knew too, for!
she felt it instinctivaly, that her life must

Captain Howard did not aliogether like
the appearance of his crew, Besides, he
had a few thowsand dollars i specie on
board. which might prove a temptation 1o
men of depraved charscterr But he pos-
sessed undoubled conrage* and =as never
in the habit of brooding over imagmar_l,.'
dangers, He lsughed at the [ears of his |
wife, and bade her not 10 be alarmed as
theze wss not the slightest symptem of dap- |
ger.  Nevertheless, he thought proper 1o
adviee Mr' Newton to waich the action of
the Spaniards; he also loaded a pair of
pisiols, and placed them in hig siale room
by the side of nis berth. A poinurd also he
Yook from his trunk, where it had been
lying for years, and concesled it beneunth
his vest. He was a man endowed with
much determipation of charscter, snd

dingly, and the Arion. with Ler fair freight

-

he rosolved (hat ou the instaat b saw any |

also he saciificed and perhaps, what was
far dearer, her honor—for the words of
Garcia, in living characiers, appeared
blazoaed on her memory —How would she
like 10 be a Spaniard’s wife! Bul her resolu
tion did nol fail her in that dread hour; al-
though her cup of happiness, which, » few
minutes before, was flled to the brim, was
dashed 1o the eartl; slthough infamy and
deaty stared her in the face, yet she did not
give way (o despair and irresiatingly resign
hersellto her terrible fate. ‘Theinstinet of
sall-preservation braced her nerves in that
dreudful hour, and gentle kind and sffection
ale woman as she waus she felt siimuluied
by a sirange; and iill then, wokoown feel-

revenge—snd the compressed lips,denniing
stern resolution, were distinetly visible:

Bhe stood upon deck clad in an airy
| costume of dazzling white with her hair

loose and disheveled, and rasembling a
( Pythoness of elden times, who urged by
[pmte:uuural excitement, and the spirit of
prophecy* uttered the oracles of fute- For
@ moment, the hearts of the pirates gnailed
and they forget thai the disiracted being
before them was a woMaN—a voung, week
dulicate womun—unable to contend,but who
deficient in physical strength, must submit
ulmost without a struggle, 10 what ever
| terible [ate they might design her.

The wretch Garcia, with a frown and a
horrible oath* moved toward her with the
intention of compellirg her to return to
the cabin® but with a wmenrcing gesture she
warned him 10 keep off, Wil a seornful
langh the villain continued 1o approach, ut-
tering lunguage of insult and rebaldry. But
ere he could lay his unhullowed hand upon
her, she presented her pistol at his head—
and fired! "T'he ball petformed is mission
well; it penotrated bis brain, and stretehed
him upon the deck. His comrades beheld
the aci; they saw theirleader killed, and
cowards, as they were, they began 1o
tremble for their own  safety. -
Curoline saw them fultar, and snatching &
pistol from the boy who steod by ber side
i a fim voice ordered them 10 go forward
under the pain of instant death: They
saw before them undowbied proo fuf her
determined spirit; they kaew (hat she had
the means to executa her threats, and the
cowardly wreiches afier hesitaiing s moment
and remonetraling in vain ook warking by
the fate of thewr comrado and londer and
eluctantly obeyed her mundave. They
wenl forward; they did more; awed by her
unearily appearance, and repeated man-
aces, they decended into the forecesile!
With the assistance of Edward, she instan
ly shut dowa the scutile plaged upon it at

mng lo aveoge, il possible, her hushands
deuth.

I'he pirates were busy in throwing over |

boatd the body of poor Newion, sud did

kedge anchor and several other heavy ar
tile 10 prevent the possibiiy of f'plmu:g it
and then belisving hersell ssle olie threw
hiersell oa the deck and udulged in all the

catievagance of gioef, And  when s




