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b LEIS0RILLANTEOUS,

A DEED OF SEPARATION:
A TALE,
RY MRS, ABDY

Emma Wilmot, a blooming sprightly girl
of eighteen, was reading the newspaper to
lier mother and unc.e in the boudoir of the
former, and hud jost finished tie aceount of
an slarming fire in London.  * Unele,” she
&aid, ** I tliuk there are very few sights that
you have notscan; pray were you ever pres-
ent at a tremendous fire 1"

“ Yes, Emma," replied Major Hervey +1
was once present al a fire tremendous e-
nough even to gratily a voung ludy’s taste
for horrors; it wus the most awlul deserip-
tion of fire, beeause it was the work of an
incendiary, and combustibles had been laid
to give its progress antificial rapidity; it was
not a London fire either, where the spring
of a watchman's roule acts ns the wave of
an enchanter’s wand in procuring engines
und assistance from every quarters It ook
ploee in a retired country situasiion, ten
miles from any town, and, o sum up the
hortors, it was at the heuse of my moss
dear and valued fricnds,

« Will you tell me the particulars unele?"
said Emmao: ** thatis, il it will not make you
sad 10 do s0 1"

¢TIt will not make me =ad, Emma, for
that fire is connected with the must pleas-
urable event in my life, and most happy
I, for the sake of my [reinds, shat it wok
place !

“ Perhiaps your friends were pont,” said
Emma; ¢ had insured their house much be-
yond its value, and were glad of the addi-
tional maney 1"

¢ No, Emma, you are wrang; the liouse
of my [riend was certainly insured, but the
insurance was. benesth its value, and they
lost many litde articles of vee and ornament
endeared to them by circumsiauces, and
which no money could replace; lowever,
they fonnd an ariicle more precious than a-
ny they had lost.”

“Oul now I guess the mystery—ihey
¢ discovered a concealed treasuie in the ru-

') i“ﬁ‘!l
o “You are.ut once nght and wrong: they
eeriainly guined a treasure, or rather hey
repained it for they had possessed it onee,
and wantonly cast it nway,"

» Now, uncle, you speak in riddles; do
tell me the storv.”

i Major Hervey locked at Laly Wilmoy,

who gave o 1icd and smile of assent and
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hie began his nacrative,

“MHow very shocking!" suid Bmmag jng nawres,my very heart wos wrung ot the
“nothing ean justily the separation of o amicipstion of their visit. | proceeded
married couple.” | from Sir Edgar's spariment to thay of Lady

* Tdo notagree with you there,my dear,” | Fulkland, aod sainly hoped that I might be
said her unelej * there maoy be virewmstan= | yore succestol with her tan T had been
ves. which justify this  painful measure; | with her husband,
sueh, however, were not the circamstonees |
of my [riends; the moral conduet of vach l[,)- the nltar when her haud was joined with
was unimpeachuble, and they were fiee | (hat of Sir Edgar, and deep was my sorrow
from extravagance und dissipationy but they o think that aught but death shiould dis-
were unfortunately too much abike inres | goive that holy unign, 1 could not, how-
speet where it would have differed; they [ ever, bend or soften ler haugly spicit—

|

1 hatl kuown and love
ed her from her parliest youth; 1 lisd stond

were both haughty, exacting, irritable, im=| «Sle was  undervalued,”  she said—
putient ol slights, and nervously perceptible |« ghe wus despised by her hushand; she
ol slights where no one else would have dis- | |00 alw aye met with fondness and uffection
covered them, 1 think the filis were us | under the roof of her parents, and thither
nearly us possible equal w cach sider  The ! I wishied liee 1o request
lady complnined of the want of uuvmiuus‘" private interview with Sir Edgar. this
of wlover in her lushand, und the gentle- - se declined.  She b not, she said, for
man l.‘lliilp['lilwll thal his wile wonld nm I many wevks seen hun, except in the [press
condeseend o dress, sing, or smile, for his gyee of 6 thind person; but she promised
grattfication. slone, a8 she was wont s do | e thint, in honor of my arrival, she promis-
in the days of couriship. ‘Phey beeame Fedd me ity in honor of my arrival, she

shie would return,””

s Abous twenty vearsago, Eoma, T went
o pay » !’iai'...lll s young mariied couple, for|
whom | had a sineere regards they lved in |
a beavtful country house, surrounded by |
8 specious grounds, T wasspring; the whole
neighborhooed seemed one sheet of blossoms,

contrudictory, peevish, and sallen, gnd o
fatal want of conlidenco ensued on every
affsiv of life, whether trilling or lnpor-
tant."

s How different from my dear futhier and
mother,” suid Ewmma, * who can
keep any thing o moment from cach oth-
er-!l

never

# The confidence which they withlield
from cach wilier,” pursued Mojoe Hervey,
* they reposed in various quariers, aud seve
eral of the Mends tws njudicious distin
guished made usge of the idle and common-
place plirase, ** When mareeied people vin-
not live lappily together, it is best Tur them
to sepirate,”  I'bis advice had an effect
which sounder advice ofien fils i0 having,
It wus agcepied by each ol the parties, and
catried into exccotion.  An eminent Liwyer
was directed Lo prepare u deed of separaiion,
and, when once signed dnd wimvssed, La-
day Falkland wos 1o quit the residence of her
husbaud, snd to return to thay of her pa-
rentst
were noi sitting together,
to the study of Siv Edgar, and T spured no
pains or nrguments to prevail on him o re-
eonsider his detesmination, and to epdepvor
1o bear with the litte imperlections ol his
wife, and to persunde her to bear with hig

I was sliown in-

awll.
lie liad given herany provacation; he seem-

My friends, 18 you may imugine |

3 |
He would not, bowever, adaiit thut

would dine wt the table thiat doy It was a
tormal and  welancholly dinner, and M,
Chambers, who wude the fourth of our hit-
the party, was the utily unembarrassed per-
sun mong us.”

O it terrible luwyer 1Y

said Emma,
“how 1§ should huve detested the sight ol
Lt

* Tlhen you would have felt very unjust-
Iyy my dear giel,"™ suid Major Hevves s+ e
waga worthy and upright mag he could
not refuse w draw up thie deed in queston
w hien required 1o do s, snd as e wus ous
ly professionally  sequanted with Sie Hd-

vither party, it would have been unreason-
dble w expect ot he should louk very un-
happy about tie matter,  We are apt to ex-
aet wo  wuech lrem lawyegs snd medical
men: we should rellect i {‘ung familinrity
with scenes of distress, i i fail 1o hagden
the feelings, will ut ull events sulidue the
outward expression of them  They grieve
like other men for the wistortunes of their
frients and relutives; but il they gave a triby

every elient or patient, they wonld he living
ina stale of perpetual excitewent, Lighly
unfavoruble to the cool deliberate self-pos-

session =o roquisite o each ol their profes-
Lady Falkland quitted us soon af-
My, Chambersand 1 joined ler

slons,
L ter dinner,

gar and Lady Falkland, aud oot a feiend of

ute of srient sympathy w the suferings of

the surrounding families; and this man, the
garrulons old steward lad informed me on
the preceeding day, had been thremened by
Sir Edgar with a prosecution for poaching,
and lie had been hisard to avow that he would

be revenged on Lim. 1 instantly aronsed
Sir Edgar; we gove the alarm to the ser
vants, and finding that the fire hud only
reachied a part of the building rod thut we
had plenty of time for our operations, 1 dis-
missed some of them to the neighboring
furm-houses for assistance, and employed
otliers (o reseue whatever was most valuable
and bnportant from the lames,

First of ull, however, I spoke 1o Lady
Falkland's own maid, telling her 1o awaken
her gently and quiedy, toexplain to lier that
the flames were yet fur fiom the part of the
house whiere she slepy; and having sssisted
her 1o dress, 1o ¢onduct her to a large cov-
ered summer house gt the bottom of the gur-
den, where ©desired all the females of the
family toossainble for the present.
gur i I were actively employed for some
time in dirceting the labors of the servants
who removed many aciicles fronthe house;
at lenath the fames spread with such rapid-
ity, that we were compelled to degist, and |
walked down 1o the summer-house o con
sole iy reassure Lady Falklund,  lmagine
my urpvise at digeovering thut she wus not
there; ber maid informed e that on enter-
ing her roomn shie fousid it vaeant, her Led
ligd not licen slept ony noe were uny of her
clothes to be discovereds it was evident that
shie had Leen awake and was sitting up at
the time of ihe slarm, and Lad provided for
her own safety by flight.

I must say that 1 felt more - angry  with
Ly Fulkland than terified about her for 1
supposed that, unwilling 1o identify hersell
with the interests of  howsehokd, or W run
the risk of sny eommunication with the
hushind she was about to leave, she Lad
soughit refuge in oine ol the lirm houses in
the vicinity. Ithought it right however, tu
infurm Sir Edgar of her abscenge, and wis
returning w the frout of the house with
that purpose when 1 was startled by a pier-
ting shriek from Lady Falkland’s maid,
who followed me. 1 look up inthe diree-
tion to which she po.ted, nnd at the  win-
dow of a little spartment above the  draw-
Ling room, what was my horcor to Leliokd

!!.:n.!y Fulkland  muking despaicing  sigos

Bir Ed-

ed thoroughly convinced of her coldness | in the denwing-room, but Sir Bdgar hud re- | fur assistance ! “Phis litle toom had been

and want of attachment to him.  After some
cross questioning, I succeeded i geuing
Lim 10 allow thas he wus ocasionally a lule
irritable; but sueh irritabiliny, Lie soid, would
soon disappear, were it not kept alive by
the provoking and taunuing remarks of bis
wife."

s+ I1e should have been marsied 10 sich o
woman o8 my dear mamma," suid By
s glie is so mild and patient, that she would
soflen the most irritable wmper in the
world,”

* Do not praise your mother quite so ei-
thusiusucally, my love,"" said lady Wilinot,
siling; it is almost us bud s praising
voursell.”

“ When 1 found,” eontinued Major Her-
vey, ** thut allany persnasions were in vain.

I was ouliged weily o eonsent to the intro-|

duction of Mr, Chambers, the lawyer, with
the deed of sepuration; he produced lliis!
document out ol u tin box, wiieh nppeaved |
1o me more (sl than the box of Pandora, |
since Hope could not be supposed o repose

at the bottom of 1. When the deed, how-

tired 1o fus study,  Ludy Falkland wus sad
amd silents in fucty the whole voom pressen-
ted o dreary appearanee: her harp and pi-
mno-firte were in packing eases ready  for
removaly o table wenr the window, whivh
used 10 be rovered with engravings, books

hersell, talien before her marriage, was re-
movid,

Mr. Chambers rotived early. T made one
mare attempt 1o work on the feelings of Lady
Falkland,
ol hier chiaracter, by endeavoring to represent

Leven appraled 1o tho weakness

10 e the consequence and regponsibility
of the situation ghe was deserting, and  the
insignilirrml station in gociety  held ||}' a
separated wile, but Lady Palklad swas not
worldly orambitious, she was only vain and
exacting; #he preserved in lier resolution,
aid 1 sorrow fully bidlo her good night.  All
that now remsined in my power, was fer-
vently o entreat thie heavenly disposer of

ever, was read to me, 1 eould not but do | avents, i my prayers, o have pity on these
justice 1w the liberality of Sir Edgor; the | poor deluded young people, to change their
fortune Lrooght to him by lis wile was | proud hearts, to bow their headstrong gpire
:'!ﬂ]'d“g and bl been seuled on hersell l‘l'rl i, and 16 Jead them at some future time
pin money, but the allowance he propoged | spain to And combort and happiness in each

making to her was large, even in proposiion | other T remmned wrapt in thonght for

and the clustering branches of the lilue aml
luburaum, gave besaty and fragrance to my

walk through the avenue leading to the res- | FY wish |
idenoe of Sir Bdgar and Lady Falkland,.— ' Her father and mother were o come 1o the
o e .

. _ |
i all e wy ] v il
They were youug, Londsome, wealiliy, in- Hall en the eosuing duy 1o wine - :hll deed
tellectual, and yet my visit 1o them was of | OF separaiion, and 1o ke their danghiter ]
a melancholy nulure.

e
happily I.r.-:ol!:t‘r. : : ) ) . |
soparuiion, and the purpose of my journes liberality of lis provision for her, and lI

was to inspect and witness & deed of separ-
ale mainiensace."

to his extensive income* e expessed ew-}
or her comfort and bappiness,—

— “ ] . ! ki Mhathe
Ihey did not live [Sieir hume. He wsked me wheiher 1

uhowt an hour, lnaking with drewd 10 thie
events ol the morrow, snd at length fell a-
sleop.

[ uwoke apaing it was siill dork, and 1
wag inmedistely sepgible of » decided simell
of fire, 1 was thoroughly slarmed; severusl

hood, which were supposed 1o be 1the work

‘:s great lavourite with Sir Edgur and hersel
during the early months of their warriuge
00 ol Qr the ('Su.'“ﬁi\'l' pﬂ!!pf.'l'l it cutiis
manded: she had tived it up  with  hook-
shelves, a guitar, and painting materials,
and they passed much of their tine there,

{ mombrances: she sut down on 4 low  otlo-
| man there, hee wwn peeuliar seat, resied
hee head on the chuir usually oecupied by
Sir Bdgar and gave vent w her grief in re-
I pegted amd passionate sobs, tll at length
i she lell into that dull and Leavy sleep so of-
ten the result of continned weeping.

e awoke to a scene of awlul danger §
she attempied w open the door, but the

flames aut smoke that aszuiled her,
|

inme-
distely drove Lier two the window § 1t wis
L iwo stories from the ground—ileath woulkl
he the result of un endeavor 1o leap from it
One of the servants immedintely e 0 n
neighboring e, where he said wis a lad-
der of suflivient 'it'llgill 10 rench the window
but hiow poor appeared this prospert of re-
liel, when the danger was immediate
and impinent ! T'he  sinircase
flamies 3 who eould ventuee ta gscend  it?
[ offvred large pecnninry rewanls to the
peraon who should save ler life. Oune
the under-gurdeners, tempted by the munifi-
cehse, nidvanced 4 fow steps into the lLiouse
and then retarned:

o shinll be snifoeated in  the auempy,”
lie said *and what wili become of my wid-
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They had decided on o | thought they would be satisfied with the | figes bud Laely token place in that peighibors | ow and fatherless children 2

AL that mament Sir Edgar, who had

in!

S—

more by gestures thun by wotds, we points
ed out 10 bim the situation of his wife. |
shull never furget Lis agonized distress; but
hie did not waste n moment in  deliberas
tion ¢ he snaiclied from me my military
clonk, and rushed into the honee, The old
stewatd, who had been in the family at the
time of his birth snd  endeavored 10 hold
kim back,

“You gre rushing to certain death, dear
Sir Bdgar,’ he eried: *proy retumn.”

But Sir Edgar shook him off

“I will save lier tife,"” he excluimed, *or
loso my owi in the attempt;™ and in anoths
er mnoment he disappeared up the blozing
stuitease.  Ihad searcely time 1o hope, be-
fore Ludy Fulkland gave me fresh causo
for alarm.  The flumes were approaching
rapidly to the place where she stood; she
evidently contemplated the desperate meass
ure of a leap from the window , and I wos
shuddering at the ides of speedily beholds
her miungled form, when | saw her drawn
buck by a strong haud,  Sir Edgar  wrap=
pod the clook sround her and carried her
trdin the window,—Unce more 1 venwured
to breathe: as Sic Edgur liad uscended  the
stubrease without materisl injury, I trusted
that he night descend ivin the same mane
wer 3 but atdhot moment the ¢vent so long
anticiputed ok pluce; the s1aircase fell in
with a wemendous crashi, and all hoprs of
veireat were cut o, A dreadful and inev-
iable death seemed uow the portion of
iliese young people 3 but there was a mel-
unclivly consolution in euch others arms,
andexchanging mutaul sssurance of forgives
ness,—My hesd bogon 10 swim, aod my
cyes W feel dim and 1 was on the point of
sinking to the ground, when loud shouting
vuices near arvused me to pecception: a pare
ty of men were approucking, Leating the
expected ludder, wnd beaded by Dennig
O'Flaberty, an Irish Iaborer at the farm
Liven atthis moment the thought pussed
tirough my miud of the sirange manuer in
which we estimate the value of a plhson
according 1o the exisience of local cirdime
stances I hud frequently, duting my visits
b the hall convers.d with Dennis O’Fla-
herty, and amused myself much with his
brogue, his Llsillers and his uncouth mane
ners. I knew him 10 be an lionest and
good natured fellow, but it hod never
cniered into my liead that he could possibly
be of use W me in any other poiut of view
than as 4 person 1o be laugliod at; but now
when I eomtemplated his uthilede frame lis
museular limbs; and hLis bold bearing, I felt
that tie most gifted genius, or the most pol-
ished courtier of the age, would bean obe
Jectol inferior consequence in my eyes to

in guy bindings, and o splendid allimm, waos It alwerwards appeared that wnaible tv slcrpl Pennis O'Flaliorty, and the sweelest music
now dispoiled of all iss orsaments; her wei- | the iden had steuck Lady Falkland, that | would have been less delightful o my ears
I |i||g desh und work<linx were not an 1In1ir I she would tuke o last lape Il't:” aof s room I Illilll our pOWl}‘I ful bmguc “"llich mﬂdﬂi“e'f
Lacenstomed places,and 3 beautiful portait of | endeared by so many carly and tender re.|heerd ubove oll the uproar, in vehement

commands (o his companions 1o *wuste ne
time, but et up ihe Ludder quick and steae
dy.” It was speedily put up under Dens
nis's divection ; he was atthe topin a mos
ment, Sic Kdgar depositod (e finiing La-
dy Falklund iw lis anns ; he speedily bore
{Iwr down wnd Sir Edzur followed in tafuly.
Phree luud eheers broke lfom the assembled
spretators us he  regched the ground. I
could not juin their acclamations, but I si-
lemtly ond fervently offered up a thinksgive
ing to Heaven for lic preservation of my
dear young fviends, sl o prayer that the
cireumatances uttending it might have
beneliciul effeet upon  their fulure
ives,  Lady Talkland was not hurt by
the dames, although weeping and histerieal
{through alarm, shie was immediately borne
t farm, and medieal assistance was pro-
(cwred for hier,  Sir Edgar had not escoped
g0 well; he was severely scorched, sad in
great pain, but in the midst of his suffere
ings lie eould not refrain from ielling mo of
his hoppinese; the fow minutes thal elapsed
between his entranco into Lody Falkland's
(room, and the aerival of the ladder, had
| pussed in mntwa! enireaties for pardon, in
[ most tender interchunge of prulesisuons of
affectiion, and in lsmieniniions over theip

i

unhesitatingly answered in the afficmative; | of a man of low charaeter and habie, whe ‘been giving directions in a dilferent puriof | oo probuble seporation from each other by
although knowing their kind teader,aud reei.i had rendered Limsoll offensive W many of ldu premuscs, made his sppearance, and rieuh. slthough they had so recendy dee




