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reuried, and looking on the scene of which

we are abont to aftempt a deseription, with-
cutuny manifeahtion of Ympationee, until
#hotily before the adjdamment.

Departing from the rule ¢ proceeding
which has obtained for muny years in the
Hematg, Chardes I3, Ponrose, who had been
wlnbted Speaker of tha Sanate, prior o the
adjblirhmelit of that body fo the spring of
1838, dssumed the chiicas premding offi-
cdr, ni 8 o'clock P, M. “I'he objeet of this
depatiofe In obvious—it was part o7 the
Hlun of which we have before spoken, snd
the intem to prevent the mow\y elected
members lrom either speaking or voling on
mutions to be propased, before a new elee-
tion for spedker, way evident, Bome dis-
content aL tkis course wos  munifested by
Meesrs Mycrs and Fraley, old members,
but the expression of It was immediately
silenced by the spesker's hammer, It was
notw perfectly evident to  all, that the
object of the speaker was to prevent any
disrugsion ol'the propriety of his conrse or
any interforence with a previously arranged
plan for 5o organizing the senate as Lo pre-
elide nlf setion on the part of membors sup-
‘posed 1o be hostile to the views of the speak-
wr wnd his friends,

Pive Seeretary of the Commonwealth
Thaving brought in what he called the official
return of members elect, incliding the tni-
nority retrns of the county of Philadelphia,
but exclusive of the true returns, which we
%iave shown you were regularly and legally
filed in the_office of the secrelary. The
vlerk was directed 10 call over the names of
the Senavors already sworn, thatis, the sen-
ators bestg members of the 1ast session, and
excleding all the fewly elected members,
This being done, the clerk was further di-
reciod w rend over the returns of elections
of naw ddombets. When he came 1o the
retorn [rom the county of Philudelphia, cer
tilying that James Hanna and  Willum

agner were elected, Mr. Brown of the
eounly. who received, af least, a majority
‘of five hondred voles over M#: Hanna, ol
fered to the chair a certified copy of the le-
gal retuen, which had been roceived by the
secretury of state, but withheld by him from
the genate, This the chair refused o toucly;
alledging that he could receive no paper re-
fative 1o this subjeet, except such as the
secretary cliose 19 send, g‘hn:; again, did
Thomas H: Birfowes, by his usarpation of
power, defeat the right of the democratic
members to their seats. In illustration of
‘the merely partizan feeling which governed
‘the seeretary thioughout these proceedings,
ond the gross inconsistencies. inw which
tho indalgence of this unworthy passion
Yt him, 1t may be mentioned that by the
‘aply legal return in his office, certified by a
hqj;rily of tire Senatorial raturn judges,
Messrs Frow and  Ever, democrais, from
the Bih senatorial district, composed of the
‘coanties of Huontingdon, Mifflin, Juniata,
Uunion and Perry, were, beyond question,
enkitled o theirseats. Ta defeat this right,
eerlified copies of the rétorne from all the
codnties composing the eighth distriet, com-

rising the cban:[v of Hufdingdon, which
End beén rejecied by the rewrrn judges for
gross frauds alieged to have Been proctised
ot seversl eloction districts, was procyred
‘and filed in the Secretary’s offices  With
‘hese, by law, the Seeretary had nothing
ta'lo. He could not know them, he counld
not in any Wey recognize them. And yeu
the man, who refused to send 1o the Senate
snd the Houve, legal returns of the election
in the county of Philadelphia, becanse those
retofns proved that derioerals were elected,
geceived o his offics and sent w the Sen-
nte, ceriificates froma Prothonotary’s affice,
lodged in his handeagainstall law and lorm
of law, 1o defeat, il 1t might be, the right of
epocratic Senators td take their seats, In
‘truth, so far hds this machindtion been car-
ried, that the Sennle slooped 16 receve cer-
tficales utterly irregular and upvn them
wxclude demoeratic Senators, and but 2 few
‘minuies after negatived a motion made by
Mr. Carpenter of Westmoreland, cailing on
the Secrctary to send to the Benate the ma-
Jority retorn from the eounty of Philadel-
thiﬁ. Isel upon that return 1t might have
een compelled to receive Messrs, DBrown
and Sweverson, the demoeratic members e-
lect. This was decided by s siriet party
vote, on & eall of the yeas and nays—the
federalists il voling against the molion—
the democrats for it.  That the Senate hal
power o gall for the paper is conlessed;
that under the tircumstances it was its duty
W do 8o, ls so manifesy, that any arghment
to prove Tt would be superfluons; thatle ve-
fused 1o execule this duty, in order w0 carry
out the predetcrmination of the majority 10
swaur in Messrs. Haana and Wagaer, with-
out regard o the *dight and the truth,”
wj:l. s we proceed, be further demoustra-
tod.

Afier the rejection of Mr. Carpentef’s
motion,the new members, including Messrs,
Handa and Wagnor, were culled on by the
Spzoker 1o take the oathe, At this june-
ture, Mr. Rogers of Bucks interposed—not
in u divorderly manne? g has been alleged
~bit temperately and caureonsly stating
thas b held in his hand an anthenticated
paper—being the certifiod majority rewrns
from the coanty of Philadelplia;, which
showed Incongstibly, thar Messes. Hanis
antl Wagnetr were ot ofecied; und he there-
fore protesied sgainst aheir being sworn in
a3 members of the Senste. He offered the
papet to the aceeprance of (he Senae, and
wed priceeding 1o sddress W, When he was
eail#ll w order, peremplortly; by tie Speak-
er; who devided they the paper should nov
barectived, At the moment Mr, Rogers
wag imercopied by the eall 10 ordar, seve-
ol ol Whe wpeciatare, who had beon highly

majority, sird the manifest partiality of the
Speaker, uiged by the impulsefor the mo-’
ment ul&rmrno:ha disordetly cries of “hear
him," but these were in an mstunt silenced
and order restored.—A motion was now
made by Mr. Myers and Fraily that he
swearing in of Messre. Hannaand Wagner
be postponed for the presedis Tt will he
recollected that similar motion Hawd been
bofore sustained by the majority, in the,
case of the Senators from the eighth did;
tricd, om the alleged ground of uncertainty
and trengrularity in the returns, The mo-
tinn of Mr. Myers was advoeated by Mr.
Fallertoh, the only member of the federal
party in that body, who had independedee
enongh to spurn from him the degrading
party shackles which had been fmoposeld on
ull the rest,  He pointed out the fact that
the relurn, under which Messrs, Hunna and
Wagner cliimed o be members was, on its
very face irregular, partial, and impeifect
comprising but seven ‘districts of seventeen,

of which number it was known Philndelphia
county was composed, and signed but by

wix feturn judges,  He wrged feelingly and

forcibly upon the Senatelo pause and re-

flect ere it took the step accepting the gen-

tsmen named in that return as sitting mem-

bers, without further investigmion, Mr,

I, was anawered by Mr, Pearson n federql

member from Mercer. With the sutute

book Iying before him, or within his imme-

dinte reach, contsining the public laws of
Pennsylvania, by some of which the goun-

ty of Philadelphia is divided into seventeen

election districts, the Senator argned—if ar-

gument itenn be culled—that the Senate

could not know that Philadelphia county

eontained morve than seven election dis-

triety—nay, that the return on their table

JSurnished evidence that eontained nomore

and in the absence of the other proof mem-

bers wire boend 1o takeit as true,

Will it be believed that, npon such a res-
son as this, for none other was given—a
mujority of Pennsylvania senators could be
found sn ignorant or so cotrupt, us to reject
the motion for postponement pending before
themt Yetso it was, The mouon of Mr.
Myers wis decided by another party vote
on a call of the yeasand nays. Evary fed-
oral member, with the exception of Mr.
Fullerton, voting sgainst it During the
progress of the dicussion, Messts Bell of
Cliester and Coplan of Fayelle; democrats,
who had been called as membera to vote,
snd did vote for speaker, atiempted to ad-
dresa the Senate.  'They were instantly and
peramplorily forbidden to speak, and togeth-
er with all the other new members, exclu-
ded from the vote tken on this highly im-
poftant question. In fact, up to this mo-
ment, the most Barrassing course under a
show of courtesy, was pursued by (he spenk-
er towdrds those democritic members who
sought to speak upon the topics which agi-
tated the Senate,

But the decision wis made—the blow
was struck—the severest,it is believed,ever
yet directed against the elective franchise
10 Pensylvania; and there, in the sacred
chamber of the senme and in the face of an
agsembled mullitude, muny of whom were
acqnainted with the facts of the cuse,Messrs,
Haona and Wagner who had notsriously
received but a minotity of the votes of the
{reemen of the covuty of Philsdelphia,
were sworlt in a8 members of the Senate
representing the county of Philadelphia,

Aller this, Mr. Biown of the county ob-
tained leave to speak, Fle addeessed the
Senate In a spoech replete with feeling, and
expressive ol deep indignation, Afier he
had concluded the Senate adjourned.

During Mr. Brown's addiess much dis-
order occurred in tlie gallery; and afier the
adjoarnment of the Senate, but not before,
the erowd took posséssion of the chamber,
but soon after dispersed,

Uader no combinutidn of cifetimstances,
short of those constitting newnl and neces-
sary revolution, enan we justily the exhibi-
tion of tumult in our Halls of legistation.—
We protest against it as ealoulned 1o des-
troy all freedom of discussion and delibera-
tion. But the question may be asked with
propriety. Is it 10 be wonderad ot thuta
spirited and Intelligent people. guaded into
indiseretion by an set of gross injustice
perpatrated under their very eyes, should
permit o escape thedi a disorderly expres-
sion of excited feeling.

'This papular tumuly, shdrtlived as it was,
wis hamediately seized on ad » pretest by
the executive of the commonweslhih for is-
soing a proclamation caleulated w therease,
rather then allay any extitement which
might exist, valling vpon the military force
of the commonwes!th to hold themselves
ininsiant readiness to repair 1o the seat of
government; and now, in pursuance of ihai
proclamution and the orders issund vnder it
falsely suggesting that hlood had been shed,
a body of armed men marched fram the ci-
ty ol Philade!lphis now oecupies the peace-
ful capital of the state. We say peaceful
—for we sssert unhesitatingly, that for three
days prior 1o the arrival of these umops, no
town in Pensylvsnia could be more quiet
and orderly thun waé Harrisburg, What
the tesult of this exirdntdivary step may
be no mun can foretell; bur we may be pers
mitted to hope thut this last sad blender,
committed by an admiuistration whose
whole ecourse might be dendinlbred a
#Comédy or Errors,” if it were not for 1he
serions resulis flowing from ity misiukes,
mity not bé productive of the offeét we have
oo mueh feason to apprehend,

In conclusivn, we beg leave 1o assure
you, that since the sominencément of the
ushappy differences which convulse the leg-
wistive bedy, every offun Lies been wade

excited by the arbitret 'piomdiniof the

b¥ us to bring &round ¥ Yecodeiliation on
such terms as reasonably oug&t_; to have
accepied,  'These have been heretofare re-
jected.. TIn the discharge of the dily we
owse 1o olirselves and you, we shall perse-
vere in these efforts, until all hope of the
sdjustment of difficulties be lost.
We are, fellow citizens,
. Yours, &c.
w.T. Rﬂpl"i
Thomas 8. Bell,
Henry Myers,
amual Miller,
Michagl Soyder,
Wm. B l;‘uplatj.
E. Kingsbury, Jn
Ssmuel I.. Carpenter,
Charles F'railey,
James Caldwell,
Members of the Senate,
Wm. Hepkins, Speaker,
Rumuel Strohecker,
William: M'Kinstry,
Henry Longaker,
C. Foster,
Miles N, Carpenter,
Charles Chandler Jr.
Robert E. Janies,
R, Broadhead Jr
1. H. Brittain,
Adam Schoener,
James R. Snowdon,;
W. B. Auderson,
John W. Nesbit,
Samuel Penrose,
Thomas J. Heston,
Lewis B. Cole,
Willlam Andrews,
Samuel Fegely,
W. Reynolds;
E. W. Hamlin,
James Woodbum;
J. H. Laverly,
Mectin Shearer,
Juseph Douglas,
Charles 13, Jones,
Wi, R. Gorgas,
Jacob Work,
M. W. Coolbauch,
Charles Evuns,
B. Crispin,
Abraham Hilly
John Park,
Charles W, Heging
Levi Hoge,
G. Dare,
W, Mortmor,
William P. Wileox;,
Jacob S, Yost;
John Hill,
Abraham Hellenstien
William ' Field,
Strokes L. Roberts,
Charles Pray,
Thomus C. McElwee,
Rorert Love,
R. P. Flenniken,
John W. Ryan,
Martin Loy,
Michael Riuter,
James ICerr,
William Colt,
D. I, Burstow,
Jucab Walborn,
Frederick Smith,
J. Bruner,
Members of the House of Representatives
Harrisburg, December 10, 1838
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23,

VOICE OoF
COLUMIBIA CQURTT.

Ata meeting held in Danville, at the
Court House, on Tuesday December 18,
1838, by the citizens of Columbia couniy
for the purpose of expressing their opinions
in the present unprecedented siwation of
our public affairs at Harrisburf,

On motion, JAMES LOUGHEAD,
Esq. was chosen President: Stephen Hal-
dy, Br. 0. 1. Leib, Joseph Dean, and
Lyman Sholes, Esqrs. Vice Priisidents,
and ZF WWebh, and ¥V, Best, wéie chosen
Secretaries,

fecolved, That the Chalr appoint a Com-
miuee of forty persons 1o dralt regort and
resolutlons expressive of the sense of the
meeting,

Whereupon the following persons were
selemed by the chair:

John Cooper, Sewell Gibbs,
James Emmett, William Hartman;
Griflith Duvis,  James Childs,
Mich'l.Fornwald, David Reich,
Joseph Maus, Benj. P. Alward;
Michael Banders, Gideon Mellin,
Wi Campbell, John Rhodes,
8. A. Brudy, Martin M'Alister;
Daniel Btewer, John Rishel,
Mich'l.R.Hower, Julin Dean,
W.R., Geartreart, John Reynolds,
Dr, W, Pewrikin,/Thomas Clark,
B.8. Wuolveron, Wm. Snyder,
Edward Young, H: P, Baldy,
Enoch Mellin, Joseph Yeuter;
D. Krownover, John Meneh,
John Wagner, Bam. Suffer,
JacobR.Hower, Wm. Henrie,
doseph Hiles, 'Thomas Brandon,
Benj. T'horatop, Dan'l Reyuolds,
Wha reported the following preathble and
rehélutions, whieh wore sdopled unanimous-

Iy
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Whereas, » ctlais in our pofitical offaire
has arrived, which all good men must de-
plore; but which, without forfeiling the
dame and chardcler of freeman weo must
meet—aind meet like men, who their dutios
know, but knéw their rights, and khowing
dare runintain,

The guestion to ba decided by the ap-
proaching contest, is whether the eardinal
principles of our Republican form of gov-
ernment, *‘thet the' majority shall govern"
is yet 1o be 'obeyed in our elections or not?
Orin other words, whether the people yel
retain the right of sell governmem? and
eed we ask, whethier we are prepared 1o
abandon this right, and submit o the dicta.
tion of the Bank of the United States snd
its myrmydons, and let them choose our
Representatives T ‘The question 1& unwor-
thy of an answer, and if no other aliernative
offers, much ns we wish lor peace, we will,
a5 descendants of those who shed theh
blood snd treasuves for Libertv and Inde-
pendence, prepare for warl  What, has i
come to this? that a merelmenial—a hume
ble drudge, in one of our public offices} a
man niterly ingignificant in himself, il not
supporied by a party; who have long wish-
ed [or an opportunity to subvert our eleetive
franchise,—Shall he, by his inere sy so—
judge of the qualifications of our two hou-
ses of the legislawire 1 and by a depatiure
from honesty, which tiehly descrves a pen-
itentiary punishment, prostrate the will of
the sovereign prople, expressed by their
legal voles in the election returns of the e-
lection districts of the slate? Shall he be
permitted; holding two officiul returns of the
election, as he ucknowliedges he dld, to sup-
presg the true and just returl; and present
to the libuses; spurious and illagal ones, (or
the purpose of forwarding the design of the
enémies of free government, who pay him
and fupport him in. his atrocious attempt!
We sdy lie shall hot do this with impunity
nor will we submit 10 have our rights tram-
pled under foot. Nor will ®¢ permit a
house of representatives otganized under
such circumstances, by a notorious adventu-
rer who has disgiaced himsell and his adopt-
ed State by his nefarions and abandoned in-
trigues, to be recogriized us representing
the citizens of the State; nor will we permit
Governor Ritner, and the &peaker of the
Senate, Charles B, Penrose, to usurp the
powers of gevernment, and wrest all right
from the people by a consummation of plaps
and projects, which would disgrace a Cat.
aline, without using our exertions to pre-
vent them,

The merits antl defterits of the question
are hefore the peeple. A minute detail is
therefore unnecesdary. We have, as a
constituent part of that peojile, evidence suf-
ficient luid before us 1o convince us, that a
deliberste atiemnpt is makinp té eaange our
form of government, 'We believe the great
body of the people are satisfied of this, and
that our opponents know it 1o bt so. Think-
as we do, thereflore, we cull upon every
friend of free government—not only 1o
spezk oud, but to come forward and ald us
against the tnhinllowed attack on our free
instilutions, mude by a baud of traitors and
conspiralors,

We adjure var fellow citizens in these
trying times, to be prepared to endure the
privations necessarily nttending a state of
hostility. We had huped that resson would
have resumed her throne—but hope has
fled and we have every reason to believe
that the conspirators will proceed at all haz-
ards 1o perpetrate their wicked designs,
And we will, so far ax in us lies, do our ui-
most to appose them, and punish the perpe-
wrators.  And with a firm relianee on the
protection of divine Providunce, and the
justice of our couse, we will fearlessly pre-
pare for, and abide the result,

Therefore Resolved—'"T'hat® the attempt
of the Federal Bank party, through their
tools and instraments. Joseph Ritner, ‘Tlind
dues Steveny; and Thomas [, Burrowes,
to divest the members of the Legislature,
elected by the voice of tho people, of
their rights and privileges, must cover all
concerned in it, with disgrace and infamy.

Resolved—"T'hat we seriously advise the
instigators of the treasonnbly act now he-
ing about lo be prepetrated at Harrisburg,
residing in Philudelphia, to expect, that
should the as yel sleeping Lion be roused,
he may erect his mane in Chesont streeii—
Verbum sal.

Resolved—"That in Joseph Ritner, we
eannet reeognize a single trait, which ought
to characterize the Governor of a greal
State; ignorant, imbecile, servile, we know
him only as the pliant 1ol and instrument
of the batks =nd monisd aiistocracy; and

‘l'l view Riw act in calling she srmod wilits-

. . L) [

ry bnds from Philadelphia, ab » wicked 4
tempt 1o morder his fellow eitizans, *or an.
deavoring to maintain their political righta;
and his miserable pretext, that it was for the
purpose of suppressing a mob, when nons
exiated, caps the climax of his infamy, and
adds the endowment of mendacity 1o ths
other mental ortaments of this all-accome
plished Mdiot !

Reeolved—That we consider the son.
duct of Charles B. Penrose, Thaddsug
Stevens, Thomas H. Burrows, and theie
condjotors, as in the last degren, ignomint
ious and disgraceful, and that the hissings
and hootings of an outrage and jnsulied
community, will pursue them through eve:
ty maze of there unexampled trpinde T
the latest period of their abject and degras
ded existence, -

Resolved—"That we view the rondiet 'cf
thuse B2 mombers (alsely styling themselves
tie House of Representatives, in sofferin
themselves 1o be diilled and trained by an
unprincipled blackleg and bluckguard, as
equally unworthy their characters as citie
zens of a elvilized country, and us membern
of the State Legislawre,

Resalued—That e view the conduct of
the Siate Sanate, as illegal and njiist, and
tendihg to degrade and disgrace the Sensts
in the eyes of the warld:

Resolved—That vepresenting Columbia
County, the “Star of the North" in i dad
moetacy, we will ‘support und assint oup
democratic members of the Legislatura in
their manly resistance to the money of the
United States Bank, the ball and buckehot
cartritlges of Gen. Patterson, ond the fraud,
corruption, and murderous intentions of
Ritner dand his associates; ond will at the
shortest notice assist them with men and
ardi3; to the wre of our demoeratic majoris
ty 1328,

Resolved—That we have calmly exumi-
ned the proceedings at Harrishurg for the
lust two or thiree weeks, and we unhesitae
tingly pronounce the charge of misrule and
violence, made ngainst our fellow nitizens
at that plice, a8 a biee and unfounded
falsehood ! fubricated by the conspirators 16
concedl thelr designs, to accomplish theif
treadbnublé purposes, by parading o military
foree which they dare nol nse,

Reaolved—'Thar we dospise (e cant and
slung of the Iederal patiy who break sl
Inw, ontrage all decency, and render sssups
der every tie which connects the bonds af
soviety, dnd are the first and loudest 10 ex
tol the supremacy of the law and the neces-
sity of sabordination,

Hesolved—That we hold in equal cons
tempt the advise of those who would wish
us to fold our arms, hold our tongies and
carry out the doctrine of passive obedience
nonsresistunce while a band of triitors, uns
der the semblance of Law and Legislution,
are consumaling their acis of treason and
robbing us of our privileges. as American
Citizens, .

Resolved—That our members of the

Legislature; me entited to, and we owe
them, our most greatiul thanks, for their

praiseworthy conduct; and we now mstiuct
them, to consent to me arrarigement which
will in any the slighwet degree, comipro-
mise our rights or principles; to adhere
strictly to the rule laid down by Andrew
Jackson, the great and good, o ¢laim
nothing but what is right, end submitto
nathing thut is wrong"  And we pledge alt
that is gacred to mon, to sustain them in
their aititude; under all and every emergen
cy.

Rezolyed—That we eanaot sufficiently
admire the patniotism, virtue,and courage of
our fellow citiZens av Harrisburg organized
under the nanié of the *Commitiee of Safes

ty"'~—1o them we #4y that the people are not
ungrateful.

Resolved—That we invile a co-operation
with our democratic brewsetd throughout
the State, and eall upon them ta sland forth
antl assist s, in our contest with the sofs
of mammon and ambition,

Resolved=That we will do all that in
us lies 1o prevent an outbreak; that we de-
sire peace, and will do all that men ought
to do (o preserve it, bt that in defence of
ourselves and our rights, we will if necessi-
ty compel us, bear arms dnd uge them w
we have a eonstitutional right to do.

Hegolved—"That ihé Bank of the United
States having loaiied 8300,000 10 Sievens
& Co. without nutharity; will not be recog
nized as a ereditor by the Commonwealih,
but must resort to thoes to whiond (Hey lent
the money for payment; and we believe, that
the inability of the officers of the late ad-
ministration to seitle their secounts is the
reason of the insurcectionsry and treasony-
ble course, now in progress by PBurrowas/
Etaronsy Riwer & Co.
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