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A NARRATIVE OF THE PENNSYL-

: VANIA FRONTIER.

 The following nagrative, sent last winter
o Congress, accompamied by a petition for
s pesion, has heen kindly sent ny for pub-
lieation by a distingnished member of the
house of representatives. e
‘I'hat an old soldier who remembers when
‘ihe Susquehanna was the western frontier
of our country should be still living, and a-
ble 1o write so stirring and acconnt of his
T a:kihple adventures, is matier for cirious
rellection. We are assured that he is en-
tirely worthy of credence, and that the
whole story is true. The language we
have merely altered a litlo in its grammar
dnd spelling. It is with pleasure we re-
cord that the old veteran’s application for a
pension whs suecessful.—F# i, Library.
Narrative 8f Lieutenant Moses Van Cam-
pen durihg the War of the Revoliition,
. WRITTEN BY WIMSELF,
. My first service was in (Ho year 1777,
when 1 served three months under Col.
John Kelly, who stationed us at Big Isle,
ot the west branch of the Susquehanna.—
Nothing ntli&ular transpired during that
time, and in Murch, 1'!_'18, I was appainted
lisutenant of a company of six-months
men. Shortly afterwurds, I was ordered
by Col. Samuel Hunter to proceed with a-
bout twenty men to Fishing Creek; (which
empties futo the morth branch of the Sus-
quehanna abovt twenty miles from North-
umberland,) and to build a fort abdiit three
:;l‘lul from its moiith, for the reception of
e inhabitants in case of an alarm (rom the
Imdians. In liny. my fort being nearly
sompleted our spies discovered a large par-
ty of Indians making their way towayds the
fort. ‘The neighboring residents had bare-
ly tinle to My to the fort for protection, leav
ing their godds behind. ‘The Indians soon
made their appearance, and laving plunder-
ed and burnt the houses, attacked the fort,
keeping a steady fire ppon us during the
day. At night they withdrew, burning and
estroying every (hing in their route,  What
loss they sustalned we could not ascertain,
28 they carried 5ff all the dead and wopn.
®&d, though, from the marks of blood on the
round it must have beeit considerable,—
The inhabitants that took shelter n the fort
had built & yard for their cnfllle‘ at the head
of  small flat at a short distance from the
fort, and one evening in the month of June.
just as they were milking them, my senti-
nel called my attention to some movenmient
in the brush, which I soon discovered 1o be
Indians, toaking their way to the eatile
yard.  There was no time o be lost; [ im-
medialely selected ten of my sharpshooters,
and deller cover of 4 rise of land,got between
them dnd the milkers, On ascendeng the
ridge We found ourselves within pistol-shot
bf them; I fired Hrst, and killed the leader,
but & volley from my men did no further
xecution, the lidians running off' at once.
In the mean tmk the milk pails flew in
‘every direction, and the best runner got to
he fort first. As the season advaneed,
ndiaa hostilities inerensed, dnd notwith-
“standing the vigilance of our scouts, which
werefconatanly out, houses were burnt and
families myirtered. T the summer of 1778
‘eourred the great massacre of Wyoming,
after which the govetnors of Connecticut,
New Yorkand Pedhsylania petitioned con-
gress to adopt speedy measures for the pro-
tection of the western ftontier, which sub-
joct was referred to u committee of con-
ress and General Washingior, ‘T'he com-
ittee_ recommended that the war should be
earried into the enemy’s country and a com-
pany of rangera rawed for the defence of
the frontier. In 17780 Gen, Sullivan was
sent with an army into their eountry. ‘I'he
rovisions for the lu]:rly of the army were
Fumhnud in the settlements along the wa-
ers of the Susquehanna, and deposited in
store-houses. 1 was appointed under the
tile of quarler-master, to superintend this
Uusiuess, and about thie middle of July, by
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visions at Wyoming, where Gep, Sulliyan
with his army lay waiting for them. About
the last of July our army moved for Tioga
Polnt, while a fleet of bogts ascended the
tiver parallel with the army... We reached
there ently in August, where we halted (or
Gen. Clinton to join us with his brigade,
which come Ly the way of the Mohawk
river, and se inty Lake Otsego. During
this time the Indians were collecting in gon-
siderable fgree at an Indian village about 11
miles distant As they became very tronble.
some neighbours, Gen. Sullivan contempla-
tedd an attack upou them, bit wished to ns.
certajn their pumbers and sitvation, and se-
lected me for that dangerous enterprise. |
prepared mysell an Indian dress, breech-
cloth, leggins, and mocasins. My cap had
a good supply of leathers, and being paint-
ed in siyle. 1 set off with one man, dres-
ged in the same manner. W left the cemp
after dark, and proceeded with much can-
tion until we game to the Chemung, which
we nuppussaj would be strongly goarded.
We ascending the mountain, crossed over
it, and came in view of their fires, when
having descended the hill, we waited quiet-
Iy uniil they lay down and got to sleep.—
We then walked round their camp, counted
the fires and the pumber of Indians at some
of the fires, thus formed an estimate ol
their numbes, swhich-I took to be about six
or seven hundred. 1 rewrned, and having
made my report to the general enrli.' pext
moruing, 1 weilt to my tent, spread down
my blanket, and had 3 refreching sleep.—
In the afternoon Major Adam Hooper, one
of the general's aids, reduested me to wait
upon the general, which ! obeyed. The
latter requested, as I had learnt the, way to
Chemung, that I would lead the adyance,
he having selected Gen. Samuel Hand, of
the Pennsylvania line, to make them a vis!
with eleven hundred men. I secepted the
the rervice, and we took up our line of
march after sundown, When we came to
the Narrows 1 halled, according to order,
until the main body cume up, when the
general ordered us to enter the Narrows,
observing,**Soldiers,cut your way througii.”
We did so, and entered the Indian, village
ond camp at day-bresk, but found that the
birds had flown. We hilisd o few minutes
for our men to refresh; set fire to their vil-
luge, and having discovered from thelir tesjl
that they had gone up the river, followed it
about two miles, IHere our path lay up a
narrow ridge, called Hogback Hill, which
we remarked seemed forihed by nature for
an Indian ambuscade. Accordingly, every
oye was fixed on the hill, and as we began
to nscend, we saw the bushes wremble, and
immediately rifles were presented* and we
received o deadly fire, by which sixteen or
seventeen of the advance were killed or
wounded. We that stood sprang unter|
coverof the bank, and lor a moment resery-
ed our fire. Six or seven stout fellows
rushed oul #ith tomahawk and knife to kill
and scalp our comrades: 1t was now our
turn to fire: every ehot counted one} they
fell. Ger; Hand nbw came on at quic
step, advanced within a few rods of them,
and ordered his men to fire and then charge
them at the point of the bayonet; they were
soon routefl and put to flight. . We return-
ed with our dead and wounded the same
night to our former camp. We had no
further opportunity of coming to s brush
with them, until we were joined by our
whole force under Gen. Clinton. We were
opposed by the enemy's whole force, con-
sisting of Indians, British, and Tories, to
whom we gave battle a lile below Newr-
town Point.  Clur loss was trifling,

On the return of the army 1 waa taken
with the camp fever, and was remtoved to
the fort which I had built in 78, where my
father was still lving. In the course of
the winter I recovercd my health, and my
father's bouse having been burnt in '78 by
the party which attagked the before.men-
tioned fort, my father requested me o go
with him and a youpger brother to our farm,
about four miles distant, 10 make prepara-
tions for building another, and raising some
grain. DBat linle apprehension wus enter-
tained of molestations from the Indians this
season, a8 they had been so completely
routed the year before. Wa left the fort
about the last of March, accompanied by
my uncle and his son, about twelve years
dld, dnd one Peter Pence. We had been
on our farms nbout four or filve days, when
on the morning of the 30th of Maroh we
were surprised by a party of ten Indians.—
My father was lunged through with a war-
spoar; his throat was eut and he was sealp-
ed, while my brother was tomahawked,
sealped; and thrown into the fire before my
eyes, While I was struggling with a war-
rior, the fellow who bad killed my fatber,
drew his spear from his body and made a
violent thrust at me, 1 shronk from the
spear, and the savage who had hold of me
wrned it with lus hand go that it only pane-
traled my vest and shirt, They were then
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means of boats, had collected all the pro-| had the same morning taken my uncle’s lit- | made a violent spring, and broke from his |
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head waters of Litile Fishing Oreek, Chiliss

te son nnd Pence, though. they killed my | hold; we buth rose st the same time, and he | guaque, & Muney, &0, In the tpring of

unele.

The same party, hefore shey reach- [ran; it took me same timea ta clear the blood | 1781 we built. & “fort on e widow Me-

ed us, had tonched on the lower settlements | from my eyes; my tomshawk . got covered { Clure’s plantatation, ealled M'Clurs's fors

]ﬁf' Wyoming, and killed a. My, Upson, and [up and T could not find win time to overtake | swhere our provisions, wore, storeld In the

took a hoy prisoner of the name of Rogars. | him; he was the only upe of the purty  that | summer of 1781 a man, was taken, prisoneg

We were now marched off up Fishing
Croek, and in the afiernoon of the same
day we came to Huntingdon, where the [n-
dians found four white men at asugar camp,
who fortunately discovered the Indians and
fled o, a housey the Indians only fired on
them and wonnded n Oapt. Ransom, when
they continued their course till night.  Hav-
ing encamped and made their fire, we, the
priscners, were tied and well gecured, five
Indians lying on one side of us and five on
the other; in the morning they pursued their
course, and, leaving the waters of Fighing
Creek, touched the head quarters of Tem-
lock Creek, were they found one Abrahiam
Pike, his wife and ghiul.  Pike was made
prisoner, but his wife and thild they paint-
ed and told Jogo, squatey go home.  ‘They
coutinued  their course that day, and ens
caniped the same night in the sane manner
as (e brevious. It came into my mind
that sopetimes individuals performed won-
derful petions, and surmonnted the greatest
dangers, I then decided these fellows. must
die; and thonght of the plan to despatch
them.
. I'he next day llhml an opportunity to
communieate my plan to my fellow-prison-
ers:, they treated it as a visionory scheme for
three men to.attempt to despatch ten Iudi-
ans, - I spread before them the ,advantages
that three men would have over tenwhen a-
sleep; & that we would be the, first prisoners
that would be taken into their towns and
villages after our army had desiroyed their
eorn, that we should be. tied to the stake
and suﬁ'cr acruel death; we Hhad now . un
inch of ground to fight on, and if we failed
it would pnly be death,and we might as well
die one way as augther.  Thatday passed
away, and having encamped for tlie night,
we lay as before. In the morning we
came to the river, and saw their canoes;
they had descended the river and ran . their
canoes up Little Tonkannock Creek, so
called; they crossed the *iver and et their
canoes adrift. I renewed my suggesiions
to my rcompanions to despatch them that
night, apd vrged that they must decide,, the
question. . 'They agreed to mare the tginl;
but how shall wedo it was the question,
Disarm them and each take a tomahawk
and come to close Work at onee. There
are three. of us; plant our blows with judge-
ment and three times threa will make nine,
and the 1eiith one we ean kill pt our leisure.
They agreed to disarm them and after that
one take possession of the guns and fire at
the one side of the four, and the othér two
take tomahawks on the other sidededeapateh
them. I observed that would he a an uneertain
way; the first shot fired would disenver it to
be the prisoners, and might defeat vs, |1
had to yield to their plan. ~ Peter Pence was
chosen 1o fire the guns, Pike snd myself
to tomahawk; we cut and ecarvied plenty of
wood to give them a good fire; the prisoners
were tied and laid in their places after T was
laid down, one of them had occasion to ude

escoped.  IMike was powerless, |
[have had a deference for Christian devotion.
Pike was trying 1o pray. and Penve gweur-
ing at him, charging him with.. cowardiee,
and saying it wns no time to pray—he ought
to fight; we were masters of the groind, and
in possesion of all their guns, blankets,
match eonts, &e. I then turned my atten-
tion to sealping them, and recovering the
scalps of my fether, brother, and olhers, 1
strung them all on my belt for safe keeping
We kept our ground till morning, and built
a yaft, it being near the bank of the river
where they had encamped, about filteen
miles below Tioga Pojnt; we got all owm
plunder on it, and setsnil for Wyoming, the
nenvest septlement.  Our raft gave  way,
when we made for land, but we lost consid-
eruble propeqry, though we, eaved our guns
and gmmunison, and ook to nd; we reach-
el Wyalusing late in the aflernoon. Cathe
W the narrows; discoverad a smoke helag,
amd a.raft lying at the shore, by which e
were certain thata party of {i*r.liam had
passed ug in the conrse ol tlie day, and halt-
ed for the pight.  There was noalternative
for us hut to rout tliem or go ovetthe monn.
taing the snow on the north side of the hill
was denp: we kney from the appearance of
the raft that the party most he small; we
hwl two rifles each; me  only fear was of
Pike's cowardice.  Toknow the worst of
it we agreed that [ should ascertain their
nnmber and give the gignal for the attack; 1
erept down the side of the hill, so near as
to see their fires anid back, but saw no Indi-
anis, I concluded they had gone hunting
for meat, and that this was a good opportu-
pity for us to muke off with thejr rafl to the
apposite side of the river.; 1 gave . the
signal; they eame nnd threw their packs on
ta the raft, which,was made of small, dry
pine timber; with, poles and, paddies we
drove hier briskly across the river, and had
got nearly oot of reach of ghot, when two
of them eawe in, they firsd, their shots did
ng injury; wesoon gotunder cover of ap
istand, and went seversl miles; wehad wa:
ded deep, creeks through the day, the
pight was eold; we landed on an island and
found a sink hole in which we made our
fire; after. warming we were alarmed by o
cracking in the erusy; Pike supposed the Io-
dians had got on.to the 1sland, and was for
calling for gyarters; to keep, Hjm quict we
threatened him with his life;, the stepping
grew plainer, and gegmed coming directly
to the fire; 1 kept a watch, and sopn anoble

ame by the leg snd threw it down ito the
'ﬁra. “Here. voo cowardly raseol,” 1 eried.
“skin that and givs us a roast for supper.’
The next night we reached Wyoming, and
there was much joy to see us; we rested
one day, and it being not safe to go 1o North-
umberland, by land, we procured a canos,
and with Pence and niy little cousin, we de-

his knife; he dropped, it at my feet; I turned | seended the river by night we eame to Fort
my foot over it, and conepaled 1t thev all lay | Jenkins bofore day, where I fonnd Col. Kel-

down and fell asleep, About midunight |
got yp and found them in sound sleep. [
slippgd to Pence who rose; T eat him loose,
and handed him the knile; he did the same
for me, and 1in torn took the knife and ent
Pike loose; inaminute we disarmed them.

lly and nboutone hupdred mep bucamped

out of the fort, he came across from the
west branchiby the heads of Chilisquague
to Fishing Ureek, the end of the Nob Moun;
tain, 8o ealled at that day, where my father
and brother were killed; he had buried

Pence took his station at the guns. . Pike [my father and uncle; my brother was burnt

and mysell with aur tomakawks tagk onr
stations;I was to kill three on the right wing,
and Pike two on the left, That moment
Pike's two awoke, and were petting up;
here Pike pmw-tl a coward, and laid down.
It was a eritical moment. Isaw their wasno
time to be lost; their heads turned fair; 1
despaichpd them in o ndoment, .and torned
o my lot as per agreement, and ns 1 WS -
bout to despateli the last on my side of
the fire, Pence he shot, and did good exe-
cution; there was only one at the off wing
that his ball didd not reach; s name wis
Mohawke, a stont, hold daring fellow.

 small part of him ;only was (0 be found.
Cal. Kelly informed me that my mother and

| her ehildeon were {n the fort, and it wns

thought that I wag killed likewisp. Col.
[Kelly went into the fort to prepare her mind

{10 sce me ;. T took off my belt of sealps and

handed them to o pflicer to koep.  Human
nature wiis pot suflicient to #tamd the inter-
view, Blie had jost lost s husband and a
gon, and one had retarned to take her by

| the hand, snd one; too, that she supposed

l

| was killed. - :

The day afier, T went {o Sunbury, where

I always |inBullilo Valley, but mads his excape: he
| came in and, reporied theye werg ahout thres

hupdred Indians on Sionenmahoning, hunts
ing and laying in a store of provisions, and
would make a descent on the frontiers; that
they would divide into small pariies, and
attack \he whole ehiain of the frontiers ut
the same time on the same day. ., Col. gam-
pel Hunter selected a company af fivg 10 res
connoiire; viz:  Capt. Campbell, Peter and
Michacl Groves, Liout, Gramer and mysell;
thie party was eajled the Grove party. We
carried with us thtee weok's provisions, and
proceeded up the west, branch , with muoch
eaution and care; we reachied the Sinnema-
loning, but made no discovery . pxeept old
wacks; we marched np the Smnemahoping
go [ar that we were sntisfigd it was a false
report, We returned, and a litle below
the Sinvemphoning, near night, we discovs
ered a smoke; we were conlident it was a
party of Indians, which we must have pass-
ed by or they got there sonie otlier way; we
disnpverd thare was a large pagty, how ma-
uy.we eould nhit ell. but prepared for the at-
tacks. As zoon ge it was dark, we new
primmed aur rifles, sharpened our flints, ex.
amined onr tomabawk handles, and (21l be-
ing rnmi_v we, wajted with great impatience,
and (il they all Iny down; the, time. came,
and, with the utmoss silenes: wa advayeed,
trailed our rifles ip one hand and 1he (bma-
hawk in the other.. . ... o o e
"The night was warm, we found some of
them rolled in their blinkets a rod or two
from the fires, Having got amongat them,
we fiest handled onr tomaligwks they rose
like a dark elond; we now tried our shots,
and raised the war-yell; they took 1o fight
in the utmost confusion, but few taking time
tp pick up their ridles.  We remained mas-
ters ,of the ground and of their plunder;
and tonk severnl scalps. It was o party of
twenty+ive or, thirty, which had been an
low down as Peflu's’ Cregk, and had Lilled
and sendped two or three (amilies; we, found
several scalps of diflerent ages Which they
had 1alken, und 2 ‘lnrga.ﬁqahtily.qfhdnn’.u:‘
cloth, which we sarried {p Nortbumberlan
pnd gave,to the distressed who had egenped
the tomshawk and kuife. ! Tn December'81,
our company, was ordered to Lancaster; we
desrended the river in boats 1o Middletown,
wherse our orders wer2 countermanded, & we
wore ordered to Reading,, Berks county;
where we were jeined by a partof the third
and fifth Pennsylvania regiments, and a

{company ef the Cengresss 1egiment, .\We
racoon eame under the light, I.shot the |took charge of the Hessions taken with
raceon, when Pike jumped up and eallgd | Gen, Burgoyne. ' In the latier part of March,
|om. “Quarters, gentlemen. ©I took my |at the opening of the campaign of 1762,

we wete ordeved by Cohgresu (o our respec-
tiye stations. ; I mrm:herf Rohison's compas
nv to Nouthumberland, where Mr. Thomas
Chambers joined us, who. had heen recent-
1% commissioned as an-ensign , of eur coms«
pany. We halted at Northumberland two
or three daye for our men to waeh and resty
from thence Enzign, Chambers and myself
were ordered w0 Mancy, Samuel VWillis's
plantation, there ,lo make n stond andre-
boild Port Muncy, whioh had been des.
troyed by the enemy. We. reached that
staytion and built a small block-house far the
storage of our provisions; shout the 10tk or
11th of April, Capt. Robison came on with
Esquire Culberson, James  Dougheriy;
Willlam M'Grady, and o Mr. Barkley; I
wan nnleref to select twenty of twenty-fiva
men with these gentlemen, ard 10 proces

up the Wesi Brangh to the Big Island, and
thenes up the Bpuld Eagle. Creek; to the
[ place where a Mr, Culbericon had been
| Killed. On the 10th of April, ai nighs, we
reached the plice, and encamped for tha
nighi; on the moming of the 10th we werg
attacked by eighty-five Indiang. | It was @

hard-fought batle; Esquire Culbertsnn unel
two others made their escapp; 1 think, we
liad nine killed, and tbe rest of us were
| made prisouers. We were all stripped of

In |1 wrs received with joyi my sealps were | onr cloghing excepting our pantuloons.a—

the alarm he jumped off about threg fods exhibited, the cannon wore fired, &e., Be-| When they ook ofl my; ahirt they. discovs
from the fire; he saw it was the prisoners | fore my retorn @ commission haid been sent | my camissign, was written on paichment,

that made the atiack, and giving the war- | me 08 engign of u company 1 be cpmmand- | angl, enryied. in 3, ailk case hung, with
whoop, he darted 1o ke possession of the | ed by Capt, ‘Phomus Robinsons this was, as | ribbon in my bosom; severpl goi hold

ot

guns; | was as quick to prevent him: the Lunderswod, a part of the quota which it und one fellow eut the mibbon with his
contest was then between him and myself, | Penusylvania had 1o raise for the continens | knife, and sueceeded in obtaining it.  ‘They
ws 1 rised my tomahawk, he turned quick | tal line.  One Joseph Aloxander was com | took ue a lidle distance from, the . Fattle-
to jump from me; I fallowed him struck av| missioned s liewtenant, but did not seeept | ground, mnde the prisunecs sit down in a
him, but missing his head, my tomahawk | his compission.  “I'he supmgr of 1780 was '{lllill.l'l"hl-‘,’_' the Indians f\“'miﬂﬂ_}lﬂﬂl}hf-ﬁf as
stuck in his shoulder, or rather the back ,of  speut in the reeruiting sorvice our company | Tound ua in close arder, gach wyith hia rifia
his neck; he pitched forward and fell, at the | was organised, and was retained fur the de- | and tomahawk in his leftL j They brought |
same time my foot slipped, and [ fell by his | fence af the frontier service. Tn February | up five Indians wa had killed, and laid them
side, we tlinched; his arm was noked; he | 1781, 1 was promoted to a lieutenaney, and | within their circle,,  Bach ane refieated for
canght me around my neck, at the same entered upon the petiva duty of an officer | himsell; our time would brobubly be short,
time I caught him with my left aem sround by heading seouts and as Capt. Robison | and respeating mysell, lnnka.nrz hack 1o tha

the body, and gave him a olose hug, at. the | was no woodsman nor marksman, he pres | vear'8D and the pariy | had ki
same time feeling for hig koife, but could ferred that I should encounter the danger | uiseovered ta be that person my case wou
{bea hard one,

not reasch it

and head the seouts we kept uvp 2 coustant

led, it L ayan
I

Their prophet or chiaf

In our scifle my tomahawk dropped out. | ehain of scouts around the [lrontier settle- ! warrior made & speccli; as l_ was informed
. My hend was under the wounded shoulder, | menis, faom the north o the west branch | afierwards by ihe Dritish hﬂulenm;‘,ﬂhps
sutisfied with taking mo prisoner, as uil‘y.aad almost suffocated me with his blood, Iof the SBusquéhmnna, by the way of the{belongod 1 the pariy, he wasfonsy ting



