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: Mew, assembled at Havvisburg on the
4th of July, to the Freomen of Penn-
sylvania,

Fourow Crrizess— .
Indirecting youratlention tothe

wealth, and the varicus featores by which
it is eharacterized, we are aware ol having
undertaken a task of no smail magnitude,
Conscious of the importance which much
necessarily attach to the results of the con-
Yest in which the people of Pennsylvania
are now ongaged,~important not alone to

large—we haye cudeavored to divest our-
selvesof the passions and prejudices of the
hour, imorder that we may present lo your

which les: hiceors the: pareation of truth,
Fally awnre it we =€ mldrvmir:g- nol
merely an enlightened, but alse a vixuous
people, weare warned against the indulgsuce
of any disposition—could such have exist-
ence, to distort and discolor facts, or o rea-
son fulsely from admitted premises,

From the first formation of the present
gnvm'-]!mcut of this coufitry, two leading
and opposing principles have been in per-
petual collision.  The ane prefers institu-
tions, which, though rapublican i name,
shall be etrongly marked by aristociatical
features, bordering in some traits upon the
essentials of a limited monarchy—the other
procleims equality of politieal rights, and,
avowine the sovareignty of the people, is
not afraid that the people shall be entrusted
with the conduet and regulation of their own
concerns. That, woull sacrifice ‘the mass
for the aggrandizement of the few 3 this,
insists upon *“the grealést good of the great-
est number.’ - It is not necessary, and it
would be superfluous, 1o illusirate these po-

defeat that will, by bringiog so many can-
didates into the field as1o prevent a choice
{ from being effected, and thus devolve the
]svlucﬂm: of & President upon Congress,
| with the view to practice the same species
{of fraud by which the elevation of John
Quiney Adams to the exeeutive chair was
achieved. 'fhough repealedly  defeated,
it has a8 often returned 1o tiie contest, wiih
a perseverance stimulated by the magniinde
of the stake contended for. - At ono time
appurently disorganized, it dedps its name,
and, clsiming to be compored of new ma-
tevinls, aguin presents iself under the im-
posing title of “ National Rejivdlicans,, and
(his is, in its turn, abandoned for the sedue-
tive appellntion of “IFriends of the National
System."
to mislead the public mind, the assumnption
was not followed by the anticipated suceess;

Basad on'a pretence loo grods

and now, regardless of ths political opin-
ions, the devoted patriotism, and the dis-
interested anorifices with which the term of
#Whigs"" as nssoeciuted, it has, and with sa-
criligous hand, and a desperate boldness,
chargeieridlic of its leaders, ventured 1o
ustfp the eucred name of the fathers of our
Revolution, !

Made iip of men differing in their views
on questions of publie poliey, and apree-
ing ouly in the single wobject of pulling
down the Demoeratic party from the aseen-
daney 1o which an approving people heve
advanced i, we behold these sellstyled
*Whigs" assoclated in Pennsylvania, with
anotlier " party—il’ party it may be called—
a moneltous ereatioh owing it birth to
frenzied fear and wide spread: alhrm, and
its continued existence (o {alsehisod and de-
lusion, and which, acknowledging no other
tie than opfmr‘-hi-)n to the srasonke frateriity
and, professedly, aiming at no other end
than she destruction of the lodge, hos al-
peady been turned aside from its path by
the adioitnass, and b gratily the ambition,
of ils leadors, and is now made 16 cherish
what it afleets 1o abhor—1the votary of free-
MUSONTY. .

Busied in the saloction of an **available™
candidate for the Presidency of the United
States, this party, at the command ol its
rew allies, has forgotten its distinctive fea-
ture, 2sd is now preparing to support and,
if’ that were possible, to clect to the highest
office in these States, not only an adliering
member of the lddge,. but one who a short
lime since, in the lenguage of scorn aud ine
dignation, rebuked anti-masonry for its pre-
sumpiion in addressing Aim on the subject
of his masonic conngotion.

Tlhese ars buta few of the endrmities
and incongistencios of which these nnsocin-
ted partics have been guilty, briefly. and
imperfectly told,

sitions by more than a reference tothi his-
torie page of the lust half century, and we
appeal 1o all who have lived and acted |
doring that period, The reeolleetion of
the past, and the observation ol the pres-
ent, will alike point, to a parly, which,

themy liessuse they are unknown to you,
but becagse it is wholesome, at a time like
thig, to vecur, fvequesly, to the opinions
and actions of cur autagonists that we may
kuow how to estimate them, and be the bet-

though assuming [rom time to time various | terenabled to anticipate and counteraet their
names, and forming new combinations, has designs,

never for & moment lost sight of the one

P . s | and H
grand object of its associstion—il not the | each other. On the one hand, Demociacy, | has made him,
of, at least the effecting of a|the parent of free representative Govern-| tion his domestic hubits, of wliich we know
ment, with all its purity ol purpose and |

overthrow

great change in, the demovrutic features of |

.our system of government. It made war) on il o virtu : :
l istration, and: assailed the ll'l'{!liﬁ'lil. with all'its politigal ¢rrors and its [elnim lor im—it may be fearlessly nssere

wupen the admin

fSuch ave the parlies now arrayed againgt

soundiiess of doctring—on the other, Ped-
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content that a large majority of the people
of the Koystone State, emulous of the ex-
ample of their sives, and burning with the
desiro to rescue their beloved Common-
woalth from the disgracelul thraldom which
ncoident, and the lnte wnfortsnate division
in our own ranks, has for a little time sub-
{jected her 1o, will engerly deposite their
votes in favor of the demoeratic eandidute
for Pennsyleania’s exocutive chale DAVID
RITTENHOUSE PORTER.

But, eustom, as well as propriety, de-
mands that some notise should be taleen of
the respective mevits and elaims of the rival
candidates for your favor,

In deawing a parallel Letween David R.
Porter and Joseph Rigner, v shall confine
oursclves to the ‘contemplation of their
public churacterd dnd publie acts, - and will
deviate from thix conree, only, so far as
may be necessary to vindicate the fair fame
of otir candidate aguinst the malignant as-
persicns and “thrice refuted slanders”
which have been #0 Tavishly poured forth.
We do not decline [to “oram your ears a-
guinst the stomach of your sense” with a
comparison between the private lives of the
two competitors, beeause we fear the result
ol such a contrast, but becavse we believe
that sueh an enquiry, condueted as it must
necessarily bey under the influence of in-
flamed party feellnpe, always ends in the
adoption of falselisod nnd the wide spread
circulation of ealwmuigus error, Expori-
ence; o, teaches thathowever, fora time,
stueh a course may deignet Rom thesteength
and overelond the prospecta of the denoun-
ced candidate, there oxisls in the public
bosom' an innate love of trath which even-
tually epuses a ‘reaction) and the_evil which
was inlended 1o be V:Tiled ufon the msper-
sod, more feehuently flls‘upon the Lgads
of the traducers. Wehave all secn pub-
Liic men absolutely persccided inta the af-
feetions ol the people; and, though dear to
them befure, ealumny ‘and detraction, long
persisted in, hos throned them in ‘their
*‘hearts core, aye in their heart or hearts,"
from whenece all the exertions of their ¢ne-
mies have boen powerless to pluck them.—
Thus it wes with Thomas Jeflerson, James
Madizon, Andrew Jeckson and Simon Sny-
tler, and so it has bean and will be with
ths eminent man who now fills the Execu-
tive chair of the Upion. Thus may wever
be, uintll men and paeies diseover that true
poliey, as well as a ravee of propricty and
honorable feeling, forbid the attempt to vil-
ily the private character of a private eiti-
geng mevely beosuse hie is nominated for
effico by n portion of his fellows. Euter-
taining these views, and therefgre, in this
particular (declining to follow in the foot-

We do not recapitulaie | steps of onr adversarios, we say o them
[#go on—however fertile may be your in-

vention, and how numerous soever the
fulselipods you may fling abrood, the dem-
peratic party stnds  roady o disprove

them,"

Or Joseph Ritner, the presont incumbent,
it may be trily seid that noture never fush-
ioned hin for that which secidental fortune
Without ealling into ques-

nothing—or impeaching the existence of
the private virtues which his (viends may

il sy ancient predilect i r central | ed that he posscsses ne stutegmadlike
sharacier of Thomas Jeflerson ; it syslem- | aneisnl pr dilection for & strong central | ¢ d that he possesses not ong st “

atically ppposed the messures of Mr. Aadi.
sop—Iit waged an incessunt warfure alike
wpn the pu blic acts and private life of Gen.
Juckson—and seeking (o destroy thoe hold

which the sbilities and integrity of l'rm;-l

‘dent Van Buron have given him upon the
igonfidonce of his counteymen, it secks o
eripple and paralyze his adminisiration by an
opposition of the most ferovions and indis-
seriminate cliaracier,

Professing lo be ecamposed of the admi-
vars and supporters ef the Copstitution of the
United States, it contends, ns it slways has
eontended, for so lax a constenction of that

instrument, as must end in the entire des-
Doclur-
ing its reediness ever to bow to the will of

e - .
| TG peees geution.

governmens, closely resembling monpreliy;
wllied with unti-masonry, avowing no prin-

ciple of acton lutone based on proserip-

Lrrespretive of tlis morits of the two ctns

=
| qua iny.

Adhering to his ewh opinions in suses
where his passions are aroused o 18 inlo-
test invelved, with a tonncity wlich no ren-

| roning, however cogent, can relux, in most

didates who have boen presenteldl to your | other instances e yields himself, blindly,

l“.l.
{eountry and  reverca her demoeratie insis
hich

tutiong, cun, for a moment, hesitaloon w
side to array himsoll, Relying co the car-

recinoss of.ihe deliveation wo have given

of the pietare will be, ot once, acknowl-

s no pood citkeens, who Joves his | to the guidanes of others, content ihat the
(dignity ol his office should be made the

stalking horse for their ambition, and that
his power and patronsge ns Execativa Ma-
gistiate, and Lis polent voice' us o consiitu-

of these partios, nid confident that the lrnlhlr'““ part of the law making power, hould

be made subservient 1o the sggrandizement

edged by those who have been atientive and of some favorite—used to promote vicious

impartiul observes of mon and measures
for the lust fow yeurs, we might here de-
lﬁisl from our task, and pointing to the doc-

and injurious legislation, or 1o defeat the
wholesome action of (he legislative will.
Without ihe knowledge to guide, or wis-

L

|viewed as the friend and supporier of a

. . Sl Al - AT s | <l . . .
trine mfd practice af .lhnm.ls Jefferson, and | dom to decide aright, which so eminently
hia distinguished democratic successors, rest | distinguizhed the late President of the Uni-

ted States, he has used the veto power more
frequently than it was ever before brought

into operation in this State; and, in conse- |

quence, his opposition to tha vegular notion
of the two houses has been marked ba gross
inconsistencies and contradictions,

Devoured by an fnordinate and merbid
desire to be reseledied, e has not hesitated
to stoop to the praciice of childish trickery
and miserable chicanery for the purpese of
effecting his object, and caleulating” largely
on the credulity of the people and their sup-
posed ignorance of passing events, he seizes
on any opinion or practice that may be pop-
ular or about to become so, and ‘making it
the subject of a message or a * proelama-
fion,™ with hypoeritical zeal, urges it upon
the public attention; when it is well known
that, in one instance; he was privately, and
his friends publicly, opposed to his own te-
commendation, and in another, that what he
enjoins with so much appsrent carnestness,
had already been resolved on by the corpo-
rations 16 which his ¢ proclumation” is
nddressad, i

‘Though Chicf Magiatrate of the ¥y
Btore of the {ederal aroh,” ke bas dared to
caleulate the value of the Upion ; and find-
ing ity in his estimation, less worthy of
preservation than the antimasonie faction,
now * tottering to its fall," he has endeay-
ored to stay its declining fortunes by calling
to its aid the imported fanatacism and mud-
ness thatseeks the immediate and uncondi-
tional emancipation of the slaves on the
aoil, or presents-the nllernative of an entire
destruction of the confederady. In order
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may be mentioned Lissanction of the res
charter of the Bank of _the United States,
Owing to the dispute on the subject of the
Gubernatorial eandidates which divided the
democracy in 1835, the opposition succeed-
od in electing a majority of the membots. of
the Hovse of Representatives.”” Taking ad-
vantage of this accidental circumstance, and
aware that the power thus acquired would
not be prolénged beyond the then session,
the Governor and his [riends in (he legis-
luture, conceived the iniquitous design of
reviving, for the period of thirty years, an,
institetion which the public voice had once
and agzin, condemned,  Without a single
petition from any quarter, or a reqiest em-
inating from any number of citizens, a bill
wos introduced into thelower house, under
a title ealeulated to mislead, by a commitiee
to whom the eubjéct did not belong ; snd
lest the people in the exercise of thejr con-
stitutional right, mifht remonstrate against
the perpetration of this {raud, and thiis im-
pede, il not altogether defeat the design of
the conspirators, the bill was hurried thro'
the necessary forms with the most indecent
haste, and received (he signatiire of the Go-
vernor, when, without the alighiest previ-
ous infimation, the community of Pennsyl-
vania were astounded by the intelligence
that 2n odious institntion was recalled from
the gravh to which the popular voice had
consigned i, with inereased energies and
augmented power. ; T4
We will not enlarge on this painful topie,
All the facts attendunt on the nefarious
transaction are so deeply impressed upon
your memorics as to rendér it unnecessary.
We may, liowever, be permitted (o add,

to seduce (o his suppoit, these who weould
not liesitato to invplyve us incivil and servile
war, and to outeags all the best fuelings of
our ndture, in the insane silempt to carry
out their visionary Ecliemeos, he presumed
to. denounce an aclnowledgment of the
caonstitutional right of the Southern States,
o' regulate and madify their domestic insti-
wition 08 ** & Hase bowing of the knee to
the dark spivit of slavery.”” - Lowmenting,
ns weall do, the existence of this great evil
among us, we have to ndd o our regrets
the luet that the unadviset! and futal meias-
ures of the immediate abolitionist, o far
from wmeliorating the condition of the slave
have imposed on the master, almost the ne-
cessity of adding o the weight of Lis chains
and increasing the number of his fetters.—
It is this melancholy reflection in counec-
tion with a foresight of the consequences
whiely must, inevitably, follosw the etrength-
oned action of the abolitionists, which has

chacked the asgmentution ol their numbers

the further extenston of their
dogmas, and when the anticipations enter-
tained in 1836, that they would consii-
tute a powerful sect it Pennsylvania is dis-
sppointed, the Governor is siroggling to

and prevented

retrace liis fulse step, and with what place
lie moy, recede from the difiiculty into
which he had plunged himself.

But, ** out of hiz ewn mouth do we eon-
demin him." "The message from which we
fjuote his sertiments, *must be regarded us
conclusive on this poiat, and until in the
sume solemn manned he retracts what he

hins ius put forth a5 expressive of his de-
liherate opinion, Joseph Ritwer must be

1e fraught with disaster and rain.
‘ration of some of the (eatures ol
the poverno:'s: public chametor, and the

schor

I illue

course of his admivistrotion, we will detain
you for a short time while ‘'we passin re-
viow some of his public acta, Within tlie

that 80 gross waos this infraction of popular
rights, and so dangerous to popular aseen-
dency, that the Couvention which” lately
sat to propose srendments fo the Consfitu-
tion, by a vote comprising ths assent of men
of all parties, recommended (e adaption of
n gonstitutional elause prohibitory; if fu-
ture, of a course of Legislation neccssarily
tending to corrupt and demoyalise, by hold-
ing out ah example of successful (rand as a
templation to shuse the power, temporarily
delegated 1o our pelitical agents, -

If o other objtction could be urged
against Govemor Ritner, his parlicipation
in, and approval of, this most disgraceful
prostitution of power, it otight, of itself; to
be sufficiunt to prevent his re-elections, So
far as Joseph Ritner and his advisers aro
concerned, the question is not one depend-
ing upon the utility or inutility of the Bank
of the United Stateg as n fiscal agent, or the
benellts it confers, or the dangers it entails
on the community. It ought to be suffi-
cient, in tho estimation of a virtuous people
that the sct whish recalled it to existence
was concoeted in frand, and consumated in
inigoity. ' ,

Ilis is an instemee of hiz readinesy (o
lend himse!l and his constitutional preroga-
tive, to the promotion of vicious and injudi-
cious legislation. ) .

Pesmil us now to fornish an example of
his willingness to sacrifice the public good,
and to contemn an exprassion of the legis-
lative will in a cnse where the supposed
fiterest of afavorile demanded: it =t his
hands,

It will be recollected that in December,
1837, the legislature passed a bill making
partial provision for the further prosecution
of our system of internal Improvements.—
Among the several appropriations, was ong
1o the Gettysburg rail road, 1o pay off ex-
isting debts, accompanied by a direction to
suspent further wovk on that roud after the

naerow limits necessarily assigned (o this | first of January then next.  “T'his proviso

mildres g, it wonld be, of courne, j.nrvﬂril_-'m |
1 enter upon u detailed history of the man- |
ner in which he lins discharged his trust, |
or 1o point out all the yepreliensiblo acts of |
which he has Leen guiliy. A few musi sul
flee, but these ave of such o ¢charscter, as lo
prove My, Rimer utierly unfit to occupy
the high place to which accident has ele-
vated him,

Among the most reprehensible of these,
inasmuch as it evineed o total disregard of
the opinions and wishes of his constituents,

was inserted because of the strong doubts
entertuined by the legislature, of the utility
of the proposed rosd, and, in view of the
cmbarrassed state of our finances and the
heavy load of debt upder which the state
is groaning, from the degire lo aveid unne-
cessary expenditure, - But the chief favor.
ite and' principul director of (the Gavernor
was deeply injerested in the Geltysburg
rail road, and it was not his pleasure that
the work upon it should be delayed. ' 'Will
itbe believed, that to gratily the wishes of

A




