‘on the forecastle.

B = ' -
THE ILL-FATED BEN SHERROD,
BY A SUFFREMEN,

On Sunday mording the 7th day of May,
1837, fhe steambont Ben Shewrod, under
the command of Capt. Uastleman, was
prepairing to leave the leves at New Or-
Teans, She was thronged with passengers.
Many a beautifol and interesting woman
that moming was busy in arrangeing the
little things incident to wavelling, and they
all looked forward twith high and certain
hope to the end of their journey. Litle
innocent children played about the cabin,
and would run to the guards now and then
to wonder in infantine language, at the next
boat, or the water, or something else that
drew their attention—*'0h, look here,
Henry—1 dont like that bost Lexington.”
“] wish I was gd'lng by her," said Henry
musingly.—The men too were urgent in
‘their arrangements of the trunks, and get-
ring on board sundry articles whicha ten
days passage rendered necessary, In fine,
“all seemed hope, joy, and certainty,

The cabin of the Ben Sherrod was on
“the vpper deck, but narrow in propdrtion
to her build, for she was what is techni-
“tally ealled a Tennessee Cotion Boati—
To those who have never seen a cotton boat
loaded, itis a wonderous sight. The bales
are piled from theé lower guards whenever
there is a cranny until they reach above
the second deck, room being merely lefi
for passengers 1o walk outside the cabin,
You have regular alleys left amid the cot-
“ton in order to pass about on the first deck.
Such is a cotton boat carrying from 1500
to 2000 bales.

The Ben's finish and accommodation
of the cabin was by no means such as
would begin to compare with the regular
passenger boats. It being latein the sea-
son, and but few large sleamers being in
portin consequence of the severity of the
times, the Ben Sherrod got an undoe num-
ber of pdassengers; otherwise she would
have been avoided, for her accoramodations
were notenticing. She had a heavy freiglt
on board, and several horses and earriages
The build of the Ben
Bherrod was heavy—her timper being of
the largest size;

Tlhe morming was ¢lear and sultry=so
much 8o that umbrellas were necessary to
ward of the sun, Tt was a curious sight
to sce the hundreds of citizens hurrying
on board to leave letters and to see them
coming away. When asteamboal is go-
ing off on the Southern or Western waters,
the excitement is fully equal to that at-
tendant upon the departure of a Liverpool
Packet. About 10 d'clock A, M. the ill-
fated steamer pushed off upon the turbid
current of the Mississippi as aswan upon
the waters. In a few minutes she was
under way tossing high in air bright and
enowy clouds of steam at every revolu-
tion of her engine, Talk not of your nor-
thern steamboats!—A Mississippi steam-
boat of 700 tons burthen, with adequate
machinery, is one of the sublimities of
poetry. For thousand of miles that great
body forces ita way through a desolute
eountry against analmost resistless current,
and all the evidence you have of the im-
mense power exerted, is brought home o
yout sénse by the everlasting and majestic
burst of exertion from her escapement pipe
and the ceasless stroke of her paddle wheels.
In the dead of night when, amid the swamps
oh either side, your noble vessel winds her
upward way—=when not a soul is seen on
board but the officer on deck—when naught
is heard but the clang of the fire doors amid
the foearse coughing of the engineer—
imagination yields to the vastness of tha
ideas thus exeited in your mind, and if you
have & soul that makes you a man, you can-
not help feeling stirongly alive to the mighs
tiness of art in contest with the mightiness
of nature, Such a scone, and hundrods
sich have baen realized with an intensity
that canuot be described; always made me
a better man than before. 1 never could
tire of the steamboat navigation of the
Mississippi,

On Tuesday evening, of the fth of May,
1837, the sleamboat Prairie, on her way to
8t. Louis, bore hard upon the Ben Shorrod,
It was necessary for the latter 1 stop at
Fort Adama, during which the Prairie pas-
sed her. Grest vexation was manifestel
by some of the passewgers that the Prairie
should get ® Nawhez first.  This subjeet
farmed the theme of conversation for two
or threo Bours, the Captain assuring them
that he would heat her wny how. 'Fhe
Prairie is o very fast bout, and under equal
whanoos could have besten the Bherrod,

So soon as the busiuess was transacted at
Fort Adams, for which she stopped, orders
were given 10 the mento keep up the fires
at the extent. Tt was now a little past 11
P. M. The Capuin retived 10 his berth,
with his clothes on, and left the deck in
charge of an officgr.  During the evening
a barrel of Wwhiskey had been wrned out,
and permission given to the hands to do ns
they pleased. As may be expeeted they
drew ubon thie barrel quite liberally, It is
the custom ‘on dll bonts to furnish the fire-
men with lignor, though a difference exists
a8 to the mode.  But it is due to the many
worthy Captains now on the Mississippi o
state that the practice of furnishing spirits
is gradunlly dying away, and where they
are given it i2 only done in moderation,

As the Sherrod passed dn above Fort
Adams towards the mouth of the Homo-
chitta, the wood piled up in front of the
furnaces several times caught fire, and was
onde or twice imperfectly extinguished by
the druiken hands. 1t must be under-
stood by those of my readers who have
never seen a western steamboat, that the
boilers are entirely abové the first deck,
and that when the fires are well kept up
for any length of time, the heatis almost
insupportable. "Were it not for the drafi
oceasioned by the speed of the boat, it
would be very difficult to auend the fires,
As the boat was booming along through the
water close in the shore, for ascending the
rivér, hoats go as close asthey can toavoid
the curent, anegro from the beach called
out to the firemen that the wood was on
fire. 'The reply was, “go to hell, and
mind your own hidsiness,” from some hall
intdxicated hand. *Oh, Massa,” anwered
the negro, “if you dont take care, you be
in hell before I will.," On, on went the
boatat a trémenduods rate, quivering aud
trembling in all hér length at every revolu-
tion of the wheels. 'The steam was ereated
so fast, that it continued to escape thro.'
the safety valve, and By its sharp singing
told a tale thatevery prudent eaptain would
have understood. As the vessel rounded
the bar that makes off from the Hommo-
chitta, being compelled to stand out into the
middle of the river in ecnnsequence, the fire
was discovered. It was about one o'¢'vek
in the morning. A passenger had got up
previously; and was standing on the boiler
deck, when to his astonishment the fire
broke out from the pile of wood. A liule
presence of mind and a set of men intoxica-
ted, could have saved the boat. The pas-
senger seized a bucket and was sbout
plunge it overboard for wuter when he
found it locked.  An instant more and the
fire iucregsed in volume. The Captain
was now awakened. Hesaw the fire liad
seized the deck., He ran aft and announ-
ced the ill tidings. No sooner were the
words out of his mouth, than the shrieks of
mothers, sisters, and bubes, resounded
through the hitherto silent cabin in the
wildest confusion. Men were aroused
from their dreaming cots to experience the
hotair of approaching fire.  The pilot being
elevated on the horricane deck, at the in-
stant of preceiving the flames, put the head
of the boat shaoreward. She secarcely got
under way in that direction, than the tiller
ropes were burnt nssunder. Two miles m
least from the land, the vessel ook o sheer,
and, borneupon by the current, made sev-
eral revolutions, until she struck across the
river. A bar brought her up for the mo-
menl.

The flames had now extended fore and
aft.  Avthe first alurm several deck pas-
sengers hud gotten into the yawl that humng
suspended by the davids, A eabbin ;JIL'i;
senger endowed with some degree of cour-
uge and presence of mind expostulated with
them and did all he could to save the boat
for the "T'wus usless.—One ook
out his koife and cut away the forward
tackle. The next instant, and they were
wll, to the number of twenty or more; launch-
ed nto the angry waters.—They WEFe s00n
o more,

ladies,

The boat being lowered from the other
end filled and was uscless, Now eame the
trying moment.  Hundieds leaped from
the burning wreek into she waters,  Moth-
ers were seen standing on their gunrds
with their hair dishevelled, praying for help,
Their dear little immorents elung 1o the
uicdos of their mothers, and with their tiny
hands beat sway the burring flames, Sig-
térs culled out w0 their brothers in nnesrih-
ly voices—uave me, oh my brother—wives
erying to' husbands 1o save their childven in
ol forgotiulness of ihcrnuclws.-—-—m'cr_\'
| socond or two adesperate plunge of some
{ poor vietim filling on the appalled ear,~

the dushing to. and §t0 of the horses on the
forcastle, groaning sudibly for pain of the
devouring  element—the continued pufing
of the engine for itstill continued to go—
the sereaming mother,who hind leaped over-
board to the desperation of the moment
with her ofily ehild,—the flames mounfing
to the sky with the rapidity of lightning,—
shall 1 ever forget the scene—ithe hour of
horror and alarm? Never, were to live till
memory shall forget all ¢lse that ever eame
o the senses. ‘The short half hour that
goperated and plunged into eternity 200
human beings has been so burnt into the
memory that even now 1 think ofit more
than half the day,

I wus swimming tothe shore with all
my might, endeavoring to sustain a moth-
et anda child. My stwength  fuiled
me,

The bahe was nothing—a mere cork—
“Go, go,” said the brave maother, “*save
my child; save my * and she sunk
to rise no more. Nerved by the resolu-
tion of that woman,1 resched the shore
in safety. ‘The babe 1 saved. Ere I
eached the beach, the Sherrad had swung
off the bar, and was slowly floating down,
{he engine having ceased running. In ev-
ety direction heads dotted the sutface of the

' A new and atill more awful appear-
ance, the burning wreck now wore. Mo-
thers were seen clinging, with the lasthope,
{0 the blazing timbers, and dropping off one
by one. The sereams had cessed. A sul-
len silence Fesed o'er the devoted vessel.
The flames beeame tired of their destruc-
tive work.

While T sat dripping and overcome upon
the beach, a steamboat, the Columbus, hove
in sight and bore for the wreck. It seemed
like one last ray of hope Zleaming across
the dead gloom of that night.—~Several
wretches were saved. Aud still, another,
the Statesman came in sight—More, utore
were saved

A moment to me hadonly elapsed, when
high in the heavens the cinders flew, and
the country was alighted all arsund. Sl
another boat came booming on. I was
happy that more help had come. Aflter
an exchange of words with the Columbus,
he continued on his way under full steam.
Oh, how my heart suik within me! The
waves created by this boat sent many a
poormortal to his long home. A being by
the name of Dougherty was the Captain of
that merciless boat.
méuibered,

river.

Long may he be re-

My hands were burnt, and I began to
experience severe poifl. The geene be-
fore me—the loss of my two sisters and
brother, whom I had missed in the con-
fusion, all had steeled my heurt. 1 could
not weép—I could notsigh, The eries
of the babe at my side were nothing to
me.

Again—another explosion ! and the
waters closed slowly and silenlly over the
scene of disaster and death, Darkness re-
sumed her sway, and the stillness was on-
ly interrupted by the distand efforts of the
Columbus and Statesman in their laudible
exertions to save lifman life.

Captain Custlemen lost, [ believe a
futher and achild, Some argue that this
15 punishment enough, No, it is not. He
had the lives of hundreds under his charge,
He was careless of his trost, he wos g_rll":-h\'
of a erime that nothing will ever mp[; on;.
The blood of 200 vietims is erying ous from
the depth of the father of waters for ven-
geance.  Neither society nor law will for.

give it.  Ilis punishment is vet to come:
May Unever meet him!

V oeould tell of scenes of horror that
would rise the indignation of o stone; but [

have done,  As to myself, 1 could wll youl

much toinecite your interest. It was more

than three weeks afier €1 occurrence De-

fire 1 ever ghed 3 tear. Al the founting

of symputhy had been dried np, and wy

heart was as the stone. Asl luy on nyy

bed the 24th day afior, tears, sl lears
came to my relief, and I felt the loss of my
sisters and brother more deeply than ever,
Peace be to their spiris, they found o wu-
tery grave,

In the course of sll human events, sCENes
of wmisery will occur. Hut where they
arise from sheer curelessnoss, |t fequires
more than christian fortiwde 1o lorgive the
beinf who s i faull I repeat, ﬁmy I
never meet Caplain Castleman or C

aptuin
Ihugln-ri)‘. :

———

Seven thousand and 1en passengers have

arrived ai the New York quarantine, from
Europe, within the las ey dovs,
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The COLUMBIA DEMOCRA 7 will be \
ublished every Saturday mormng, al
THO DOLLARS per annan, payable
half yearly in advance, or 1o Dollary
Hfh. Cents, if not gmirf within the year.

No wblsrrfprimt will be taken for a shorter
period than six yonths ; nor any discon-

ADVERTISEMENTS not exceeding a
square will be conapiciausly I:I'!.H.-l'!l":f af
One Dollar for the first three inserfions,
and Twenty-five conts for every subye-
quent nserfion. W liberal discotond
made fo those who wdvertise by the year,
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be post paid,
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Litgrature, Sclence, (k_(_:tiltl:;l !_Ecw.n.. ‘
THE PHILADELPHIA
SATURDAY CHRONICLE,

A FAMILY NEWSPAPER,

PROSPECTUS OF SECOND VOLUME.

Commencing May 20, 1837,

The SATURDAY CHRONICLE isa family
newspaper, published on & sheet of the Inrgest mai-
moth sire, and insued regulaely from  Philadelphis,
every Saturdny, It isentirely upeonneetod with
juarty politics, and séctarianism, god b5 2ealously de-
voted to the catse of Literature, Seienee and Gen
eral lutelligence, fs cileulated to entertnin s in-
struct every branch of the family vircle. The de-
wign of the publivhers is, to Turnish o newspaper tiat
shall instruct as well gs amusé, and enlighten the
middleaged, as well as entertain, and airect to prop-
er objects of study, the mind of youth, T'helr un-
precedented suecess duting the past year—(huviug
obtained a very extensive ciroulution not ouly in
Philadelphin and Pennsy lvania, but in every Stato
of the Unionj—induces them to believe that their
plan of publication is # good one, and during the
sutceeding wear, they will continue to pumue it
zealously, with such improvemeus and  modifics-
tions us may from timo to time be mpgested.

General Contents of the Chronicle.

Tales and Essays on Liternry, Scientifie &nd
Moral subjects—Sketches of History and Biogeaphy
—Reviews of new publications—Stories from  the
Classic writers—Popular Statistic s of the Wotlde—
Ludiés”  Department—Original  Communicstions
from wotne of the best writers of Pliladelphia and
elsewhore—Medical Lecturcs—Seience and Ays—
Agriculture and Roral  Economy—Popular Supers
stitione—Curious Customs—and Manneri—Euro.
pesn and Domestic Correspondence—Articles on
Music, the Drumnn, and other minusemotits—V nrie.
ties, smusing incidents, &e, and nearefully prepared
aynopais of the Corrent News of the Lay, both For-
eign and Domestic, ¥

dAttractions of the first Voliume.

A regulnr correspandence fron Europe, furniyhed
by un able and eloquent writer, now on a tour
through Burope, and engdged cxpressly for the
Chronicle,  OF this correspondence more than forty
letters have been furuished. i

A sieried of articles on Medical subjects, embirseing
lectures on Anntomy, in fuoiline languses, from the
pen of a distinguished Physician of Philndelphin,

The republication, in a spplementary sheot, of
he choicest and best aticles of the several London
Annuals, for 1897, epabiracing anticles from all the
prominent English writers of tho presot dig, 11
cont of these Annuals at rewil iv sliout $30—1leir
principnl contents have been furnished the readors
of the Chronicle gratia

The republication of the inimiabls Pickwick Pu.
pers, from the pen of the best comic writer of the
ege, Charles Dickens, Bwq.

Originul contributions on Litersture, Selenee,
Law, Education, Poetry, Political Economy, &e.,
from a number of thevery best writers in America

Fuitra Attractions for the second Vol

The publication of the originul articlds, written
for the Pramiumes of $250, embracing n great num-
ber of compoyitions of werit,

_ The ariginal tale, to
whieh will be awarded the prize of $100, will prob.
bly be published in ths first number of the secotid
volue,

The Eurapean Correxpondences will be rogularly
continucd, ue will also the Stories from flio Classivs
and indeod all the nttractive features of the Iir;,t vol-
ume, The potes and obhwervations of n litorary SEI‘.II-
il_:-umu. now on atour through the Western  and
Sauthern States, are nluo promised for pultlication in
the Chronicle.

Chotoo Inerary seloctions will be furnished from
the: London Momhly, Benlley’s Miscellany Bluck-
wood's, dnid other Europedn Migazines, cate le
taken to select the very host urticles y
the wheat from the ehall)” from lhv.
Il'lngiish Litorature, and not to ully
interfere with our usugl variote,—Advartoge will be
takon of evory civvumatanes ealeulntod o wid |.n-
terest to the eolumns of the Clironicle. The pub-
lishers being determined 1o allow none to .,ml.,m \
them in the “March of Improveunent,” During ||~.Ip
Past year the publishiers huvo puid, for originul con:
tributions, Premiu, correspandence, &.- . Iore

than
1000 Dollars,

And o still Inrger sum will be expendod, for similar

purpoies, dartng the publication of the second vole
U,

care Leing
“w i!l!ll)\\.lll',’_
great mase of
W el mun b o

TERMS OF THE CHRON ICLE.

>
Por a wingle copy for ong year, 82, in advunes, six

copicd for $10; or three conie s e " :
months, one dedlar, b For six

I :r_'-‘iiluu notes an uwll solve
par, in
paid.}

MATTHIAS & TAYLOR, p

nt Banks, reccived st
payment of sulweriplions.  Address (post |

ui-linhrrs.
Philadelphia,

WANTED. b

N APPRENTICE 10 the Blacksmithing by.
LM mines. A Bay betwoen 16 angd 18 v,
e, of good ehnracter ad stendy hahits, will find o

sitaation by applying 1o the wubseribky, ot lis 1o
dence near Expy tow, I o

ure of

July 8, 1897, 1OHN RAZLET, Ju,

LNTED;
Corn, Ry, Oats & Poltatos,

Ill_i \vl_m'h CASH will he
Enquire at the Buckhom,

w. T, WALTERS.

puid on dolivery.—

Tuly &, 1547,

NOBTEUUISRRLANE

WILKESBARRE

. L :' - ,‘__“ .uz_‘-;:l’.
L ..u’t..}"r_".'(ﬁi'
LINE OF

L —

MAIL STAGES

I observed & notice in the “Keystone," 1y

tinuance permitted, until all arrearages | one which & published.) signed by Mz P, (¢
are discharged. christ, Agent, stating that the Susquelisny) )

Line wiould carry passengers in loss time gty
Mail Stage—which is not the fact. 1wl he
derstooed  that the Boat leaves Hurrishiim o 4
bafure the Btage; yel wo hnve takon [
through to Wilkesbarte in timo for e My
stuges, notwithstanding (he tardy manner iy ey
the mail ie brooght from Hardsbarg to gsg 5
thumberland,  1F any other persons bind the cong
ance of the wmnils from Hurtisburg to Nonhy
tarid than those connected with the Boats, [ s
efignge to start at the same hour with the [y
Harrishurg, and deliver the mai! and the jore
TWELVE HOURS wooter than the Do |
lmnail:l)' can do it

When the Company runs a stage from Nop
herdand o Wilkesbarre, the mail can arrive g §,
thumberland from Haresborg by 11 o'cluk, o
but when the DBoat runs above, they they 4
back the stage st Northumberland umil 4 o'dag
M. and sometimes as Iste as 7 o'clock, P ¥
Thise are facts, which, il the Post Mater Ge
ih not cwire of, it is thne he was ninde o)y
with them.

7 Any passengers wishing (o take the e
Northwmbierland, (o go through to Monteer, o
be tuken on oo time to seeure scats i the My
stagre, notwithslonding the delay of the Opp
inarriving a! ,\'urhl'.||'errhnltf—-p.--,,-,,,f-_-_f Ikt
s o regtilar time for slarting,

WILLIAM ROBISN

Ploomshurg, June 10, 1837,

SUSQUEHANNAH

LINE OF

e “ i L
1 p

)

s

e
=g 2

e bis.

PACKET AND FREIGHT BOATY
From Philadelphia, by Rail Road i (
to Hurrisburg, Northwmberland, Dy
ville, Cattawissa, Bloomshurg,
Berwick, Wilkesharre, MEI-
ton, Williamsport, and
intermediale places.
ASBRENGERS can loave the Weat (3
Hotel, Brond strect. Philadelphio, daii
oelock, A, M. reich Harrisborge st 4 o'elovk F
of the same duay 3 Naorthumberiand wt 10 o'clisd
M. of the next l!u) voand  Wilkeslsarm
eetvding morning at 6 o'clock 3 when
tmmediately start for Clard bdo. T ankhannes
Mdntrose, tnd thence 1o the Western pait o
\ut‘.\' siato,

RETURNING—=The Boats leave Wilks
didly, wt 10 o'olock, A, M. and arvive ut U
burge ot 4 o'clock, Pi M, W arvives at Harriz
B o'clock oo the following wornitig, #nd *
Colombia in tme to take the L
Plaladelphin.

Tho Boam dlso arrive st Willlamspon
Woest Braneh, st about 9 o'clock, ', M. ol 1
diny on which they reach Northumberlu:
urn duily

HOring

The Boats on the nbove lines have boen
anid are now confidently recommended wo 1!
LIC wa o pleassnt, anmfortatle, and cotvenl
af temvelling, BEATS miay Le taken in 1
it the noethi=eant cornér of Fourth & Cliosnunt ¢
ot No. 200 Market streot, nnd ot the Weata?
Hotel, Bromd stroot.

FREIGHT muy be forwarded by Rai) Rl §
Orcleh & Noblesund 3, J, Liwis & o Hroade
and by Capte MceCabss  Line of Union Canl
to Hurrishung, where thoy will be received B
Susquelinnnn Lioo from Jubez ITureusdin, Vined
Wharf, Schuylicll.

P. Me. €,

Wilkesbarme, June 10, 1537,

-
NOTICE
La Travellers up the North Bronehif
Susquehanna,
\SSENGERS by the Susquelsntin Dol
from Northumberfand, areive st Wihs!
AGHT HOURS soover than by the Mol v
"f 'V",‘-’"- und rewch Montrose TWENTVA
101118 RoOtier. P, Me. €. GILCHRIST
June 10, 1587, A

GILCHRIET
Az

CATTAWISSA HOUS
F HE SIBSCRIDER returns his ack

menits to hie feicnde for ther! . wral §
and wagld espeatfully inform the publi

thit he has finted i hik estabilistument, s L
iy et the bridge, aml

SIGN « I+ TH

~ O
\d-'-'gg

- i %
KEYN
na very superior style, which will rendos e
und converlence to nll who may favor hin wihe
custont, His TABLE ia ;ullnl-hnl with th §
Aes oF o bountiful murket; his BA R woll stom!
the chinicest Liguors; amd his STADLING
Lainw plonty of provender, and is pttegded by 34
{ul bowtler, He solicite ol 1o wive him a o2
eels confident that he will regydor sotisfaction.

8. BROBST

b

Cuttawinsa, June 17,1837,

AT FBSTTION §

FRNHE Independent 'l{amp will st at the?

of Jolin MeReynolds in Maxiock 098

on Saturduy  (he 9th of Seplober fext, ot
cloek, A, M. wrmed and equipped for dall.

By order of the Clapnin. {

* T W, DRAKE, 67

nlnnmn'hurg, Aug, 19, 1827,

————

p ST NIBOC AL

F u superiar quality, just received and &
by thotubseriber, : u.tu, FISHER

I“UUI’]'I"lrI"g. An"‘ A, 1837




