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COMMUNICATION.
For the Columbia Domoérat,
LYCEUMS—SOUIAL, SOCIETIES,
Mu. Inanast: I have frequontly been in-
terrogated on the subject of Lyceums—as
to'their object and wtility; and beg Teave to

“reply through the medium of your useful

Prper. Iapprove ofthe plan suggested hy
Mr. ﬁﬂﬂm\nk. in his discourse on that sub-
jeet, in which he ‘recomimends the - formn-
tion of “Social Sovicties,” consisting of
any eonvenient number of neighbors: The

“meetings to be held as frequently as the

daily oceupations -of the membors will wd-
mit, for'the purpose of *“talking over” in a
sovial way, (without all the eold formality
of rule and order, and without the labor in-
cident to ‘elahorate gpeaking,) various ‘sub.
jeets, caleulated to improve the mind.
The advantages resulting from sorioties of
this kind are two fold:—First—by furnish-
ing useful topies of conversation'end filling
“the mind with wholesome idéas, 1t tends to
exclude a train "of frivolous or wieked
thoughts, during (he recess of the society.
Secondly.~If people, (particularly the
“young,) are left unemployed, they too fre-
“quently resort to places of amusement, to
the intoxicating bowl and the gaming table,
"o fill up their leisure hours. Therefore
‘the formation of “*social societies” would
be attended with beneficial consequences,
even if nothing were ;gained by these meet-
ings bulto prevent worse ones.

But I do notadmit that nothing will he
gained, but on the contrry I believe wntch
must necessarily be attained by such meet-
ings: and more will be gained in the infor-
mal way of treating a subject, than by in-
eumbering it with too much formality; be-
‘cause if one person be explaining u suhject
with wlich he is acquainted, he may eluei-
“date it very elearly, yet owing to one sen-
tence being misunderstood, ornot perfectly
comprehended, the whole subject would be
‘obscure, or perhaps quite lost. But if no
rule be interposed, the audience can clear
the doubt instantly by asking the speaker a
question, or requesting bim to explain,
whieh would be inadmissible under rigid
rules. Further, this plan affords better op-
‘prrtunity ¥or examining specimens of art or
niatural formations, than the more pompous
method of declamation—and also lays less
burthen on the nerves of the modest and
inexperienced leoturer,

The benefits to be expected {rom these
institutions, conducted on any rational plan,
are many and great, and amongst them may
be enomerated the following in particnlar.

Suppose the subject of soTany v be in-
troduced, and familiarly explained, from
time to time, both by oral deseription and
specimen; does it not follow that every por-
son who had previously read essays on the
subject becomes a practical instead of a
theoretical botanist?  And why? Beeause
from books he had learned the virtues of
many plants and trees, and the uses to which
they may be applied, but for want ofa les-
son from the living teacher, specimen In
hand, he had been rambling amongst those
very useful productions for years, without
knowing that they are the same which he
knew well by namein print. Thus, then,
the farmer may in one evening leam to ap-
ply to the benefit of his farm the very plant
which he had read of as o matter at a dis-
tance, but which he thus learns is the pro-
«duet of his own soil,

Suppose the subject of MINERALS AND
rossiLs 10 be discussed, and specimens pro-
doeed, which had been examined by an ex-
perienced geologist and labelled: inay not
the society devive from a few hours study of
this kind, an advantage almost equal (prae-
tically speuking) to that derived [fom o reg-
ular course at college? Cannot the
bers by comparing the minerals they may
find, with those which they may (by course
of exchange) possess, roady labelled, form
a pretty eorreet apinion of their quality and

If they ean, they may avail them-
selves of many of the advantages attendant

mem-

worth!

on profound learning, without the lubour of
sequiring it.  For example, suppose a funn-
er has read, or beeame verbally informed,
of the nature and uses of lime, both asa
manure andas a cement—andis theoretivals
ty aequainted with the mode of buring it,
but does not know the stone when he sees
it:
mineral specimens from an experieneed
hand, withthe nemes written on them, and
that on comparing the one marked *Lime-
stone,’” he discovera that it resembles e

st ppose he showld receive a number of

sione o his own farm, over which he hus
been stumbling for half s century—he trics
the exporimont, sud Gude his quorry of

hereiofore wuseless rudbish, wirns out 1o be
o mine of wealth and fertility, concealed
under the name of Lime. Z%en he knows
the value of Lycewms'and Specimens.
Now I to not suppose the discovery of com-
mon lime will be brought abbut in this way,
bucanse it i= 100 |._u-ncr.|i!_\' known; but 1
hava merely chosen it as o plain case for il-
lustration.  There are, no doubt, many
minerals of great value that remuain uvino-
ticed, from the very ignorance that T suppo-
Infinite
advantage would result from the discovery
of marl in this vieinity; and I am not certain
it does not exist,

sed in the inmtance T have chosen.

The same obiservations
will apply with equal loree to timber, plants,
and every other branch of mineral science.
Nor need the discourses and examples be
confined o these topics nlone, They may
be varied tosuit the taste and capacity of
the andience, or the particular sudies and
pursiits of the speuker. The mode and
time of cutting and sessoning timber for
particular uses—the time of planting and

grafiing fruit trees and method of preserving
fruit, and in'sliorts thougand other subjects,
are properly within the scope of these so-
cial meetings,

Nothing is more cemmon than to hear
men complain of the inconvenience arising
from *‘the want of learning”—and to hear
them end by saying, “as 1 know the want
mysell, my children shull never suffer (rom
This is well, But do
these persons use all the means in their pow-
er (o remedy this “want' as they journey
through life? 1 fear they domot. I have
often seen such sewing idle, or worse than

thie same cause,”

idle, formany long winter evenings; during
which, by proper application, they might
acquire the very knowledge they are pant-
ing after. And do they fulfil the promise
made with respect to their ehildren? Here
T fear the negative reply is loud. I know
many complainers and many gpromisers
who scarcely ever sit down at home with
their families, but leave all to nature and
school-taught theory.  Tosuch men let me
auy, il you expeet your children to grow
up removed from the evils of ignorance, it
is your duty, and ought to be your pleasure,
to spend your time with them—to explain
that which may appear dark—to open that
which is elosed—to make their studies as
practival aid plensant as possiblo—to make
them partzke of the nature of amusement
ns much as convenient, and yet more, to
show by example, what cannot be taught
by precept.

I a father sits down at the close of the
day, or foraleisure hour, with his chil-
dren, for their improvement and his own,
what is it buta **8ocial socicty" of the most
interesting charseter!  Does it not tend to
increase the te of affestion, to improve the
mind of father, mother, son and daughter?
Does it not tend
to imbue the mind of the young with mor-

But dees it not do more?

ality, 1e=train the old from dissipation, pro-
mote peace in the family, and strengthen
the hond of domestic harmony? Toes not
the attainment of ends like these make the
heart of the mother glad, and support .the
futher in the decline of life? Al will admit
the propriety of the laner instance. 1f
then social instruction in a family is good,
why is not similar instructions in a neigh-
bowrhood good!  Such instruction or amusge-
ment ust be attended with equally bene-
ficiul results in the laver as in the [ormer
ease, bevause it is not every man that is ca-
pable of instruoting his fmmily. Therefore
occasional meetings will throw those not
blessed with competent instructors at home,
in the way of better abroad.

Before !“r.lill:-H!l!,’ the ~il]i;j»'l'l, Ihl‘i__{ lenve
to remark, that every villnge and distriet in
the state, containg the elemems for a socinl
sociely, which when formed, will of course
aet ina sphere proportloned to the compe-
Aud heve ler me L-lIli. that the
In

chinosing tapics ol diseussion and elucids-

tenl parts,
common error 18 o look two high.
tion care should be tuken to avoid teshnical
difficulties and ideal hypothesis. The in-
agination shouold be resteained from running
afier grout and mighty things, beenise the
.1!T::ir.-mfpr:\t'licn|. econcmy are small things,
Itis of more cansequence w0 the ordinary
man o Wnow at what senson a particular
species of timber should be eut to séason
cloar of worms, than it is to know the num-
ber efdays in which the ol
tuen revolve round thay planet,

moons Bu-

L have nothing to say concerming Scenoors.
T T ]u‘u]:h profer seéhioals, supported by
public means, and curried on under the di-

l reciion ol in!l!n]ll'lrm"lrih let them be earried

| up eflicicntly, with %eal and shility, and I

manner of treating lruit trées—thie mode of

am one among their supporiers, If the peo-
ple prefer the mode lheretofore practised,
of supporting scliools by privale contracts,
o ahead,” and ¥ am with you.  AllLin
tend from establishing Lyceums, or Socie-
ties, i% to build up aidsor coadjutors 1o
Common schools, let them be taught and
supported as they may. 1In regard o the
usual mode of teaching, [ muy remark that
it is ‘'not sufficiently practical, Teachers
too commonly desl too much in books, and
idoas uneonneeted swizh visible illustrations,
and lead their pupils too much from the
daily avoeations of life.

In my own family 1 have tried the gocial
plan, connected with visible demonstrations,
and found the benefit. Some years ngo |
had four, five, orsix apprentices and young

men about me, and T coneeived the plan ol

a republican government amongst them in
the shop. T putit in practice, antd during
several years T had no difficulty in govern-
ing those under my care, "They were do-
cile, industrious, careful and moral, inns-
much that I do not recolleet ever having
ocoasion to reprimand one of them in six
years. They governed themselves by laws
of their own making. My plun was in the
winter evenings to invite them o meet me
in some convenient place and bring with
them such of their comrades ds they vhose;
when we all sat down to ofir studies on
terms of equality. [ insfructed all that
came in reading, wriling, arithmetie, book-
keeping, or any other branch they were de-
sirous of learning, in as fumilisr 3 manner
us possible. T found ‘that they improved
rapidly, that they were always cheerful and
good nattred, and never hud the least trou-
Lle on account of their rambling at night.

Here, then, I am convinced that **Social
meetings' of master and apprentice were
fraught with all good, and no evil conse-
quences, T am well aware that all was
not done that
the same means, because 1 did not deal sul-
ficiently in visible illustrations; but stll har
mony was promoted, minds were impro-
ved, morality swrengthened, and affection
cemented between me andmy household;
and I have now the snusfaction of secing
overy one who attended my domestic fire-
side instructions filling his place in life re-

might have been done with

spectably—and mostof them rearing fami-
lies which I hope will *do likewise.”

If iny apprentices were made better and
happier by soeial insiruetion, is it not ra-
tional to conclude that others will be bene-
fitted also! Then try the exporiment: ‘I'he
trinl will eost nothing, and may save much.
It will elevate the character of the country
whoreit prevails, advanee virtue and piety,
and counternet the boneful influenee of dis-
sipated gociety,

CONFUCIUS.

Cattawissa, July 20, 1837,

|}
IMPORTATION OF WIIEAT,

At New-York,—1"rom a table which we
find in the New-York Farmer, it appears
that the whole amount of wheat iported
into the city of New-York,

Bushels,
In the yenr 1835, 18,200
In the year 1836, 493,700

In 1837, to the 19th April 854,000

1,305,000
At Rochester—~There was imported
from Canada o this city,
Bushels.
In the year 1835, 045,000
In the yeur 1830, 223,000
"T'o this time in 1837, only
nbout 10,000
JUR 000

Besides these, econsiderable quantities
have been received at other cities on the
seabord, snd more or less must have roach-
ed Oswego, U;r(h'n-;lmrqil. &e, from Cana-
‘l'.l. .

The 1,365,900 bushels, above enumera-
ted ns received ot New-York, was im ported
from the following countries:

Bushels, Bushels.
England,

BO2,500 | France, 45,500

Germany, SU3,000 | Austria, 10,300

| Hollaud, 170,800 | Prusaia, 8,000

Laly, 153,000 | SBicily, 5.400

Russin, 30,600 | Denmark, 1,000
e e 4

Woor.—The Rutlund Herld gavs this
great suple of Vermont is now ready for
market. and estimates the agorogate l‘\'l‘l]l in
thot State, at over 3,000,000 pounds, which
at last yenr's prices (whout 60 cents ) would
pmount wnear $2,000,000,

_ worin Louikiang is giid to he
oo very promising condition, and should
it not suffer from those seeidents to which

108 always subject, a large retorty may be
i:,\.}ll.'u'l.l.'.'ll, v

The Buoan«

T —

Mr. Juhn Plat, ul']‘uughi.rt‘]rhi:', much
embarrassod in his pecuniary affuirs, come
mited suicide by hunging, while on a visit
o Byracuwe:

HERUTI WITHOUT FEAT,

ELOOMSETERGE §

;alllrdag‘, August 5, 18537,

TO CORRESPONDENTS,
uSocraTrs” is laid upon the shell. He
has committed plagiarism in the first plice,
and most horribly murdered the King's
English of the original.  We would advise
him to study the rudiments of language s
preparatory to another attempt to paln up
an editor as his own one of the chaste pro-
duetions of Addison,

“Pur Fasiny or Trovr Spruse—No.
2," will appear in our next,

“Dgria’is a very protty and tender nufie
for a votary of the Muses; but the follow-
ing stanzas, which precedes wen more of
similar sentiment and diction will expluin
the eause ol non-publication:—

“My heart ia Tull, my love in strong,
.\‘I_\ eyied with tears dies flow,

Beenuse to me you wou't belong,
You'll eraze my mind with wo,'!

And high time it was to hollow oo™
Such a heart, eyes, mind and tears, are e-
nough to set any person crozy witliout the

aid of love, or any other passion.
T — - —

EWe invite an attentive perusal of the
article on the subjeet of Soctan Lyvegoms
from ‘the pen of our correspondent **Con-
fucius.” It treats of a matter which is be-
ing brought into practical operation in ma-
ny sections of our state, and which has re-
ceived the approhation of those who have
witnessed its progression and beneficial re-
sults, In the language of our correspon-
dent, they are only aids 1o sehools; snd it is
the duty of individuals to employ their most
zealous efforts in promnting an ohject =0
laudable to its patrons, and so well calcala-
ted to advanee the education an
community.

BT Tyodas McNa has been appoint-

Post Muaster at Foun rs
county, in the room of George
rt-si,t;!ll-li.

ed in this

Ve,

Lsck, Esq.

L E— — — - —
kA son of My, Jonathan Caooper, of
Berwick, aged about 13 years, was drown-
ed in the Schuvikill, at Pottsville, on the
24th uit,

W ——— . —
7= Numerous reports have recontly been
putincireulation respecting Uzar Horkins,
“8q. of this county, and others, who have
undertaken the construction of a rail-rond in
Louisiana.

We take this early opportuni-
1y to state that the rumors are without foun-
dation; and that most probably they are the
workings of some spirit of malice, who
either has an olil grudge against Mr, H, or
envies the individual prosperity of the com-
pany to which he belongs, We extrict the
following paragraph from the » Louisiana

dournal’” of alue date, as corroborative of

our coiitradiction; and as the contractors
are all Penusylvanians, we feel a double
pleasure in appropriating to our eolumns
such a compliment to their enterprise and
industry—coming, as it does, from the vi.
cinity of their operations,
From the Loulslana Joural,

Lovisiana Imrrovemexys,—7%e Rail
Road Bridge, actoss the Bavon Sara, is
now completed, and is pasged over daily by
wagons, horses and pedestrions, It is n
structurey. eomposed of n single arch, 310
feet in length, resting upon wooden abut-
mernits, and is the longest il roud bridee
inthe lJI\iI-'nl Stnwes. It has every uppt‘;;r-
ance of being o well buflt snd  substantial
structure, and reflects much credit upon
the enterprising contractors for the cot-
struction ol the West Feliviana Rail Roud,
Messrs, M'Cord & Co., who overeame nyo
small difficulties and ineonvenionces, In
completing this improvement.

The firm of Messrs, M'Cord & Co,, con-
tislg of Messrs. M'Copd, Hopking, J.
Cummings, jr., C. A, Sayder; Colestook
and ‘Thompson, C i

K7 The ragged appearance of the shin-
plasters rdow in cireulution I8 & premonitory
symptom of the determination of the Banks
0 resumo specie payments: They cer-
tainly were only intended originglly ae o
femporary species of cireulation; ;lr;d we
hope that the good nawre of tlie communis
ty in submitting to the illegal proceeding,
may not be changed by the infliction of o
new issue of thesp dirty slips of paper—
houe of which are redeemed with spe

" pie
ulioss |]) h:u;li l-run'u_-n{]“:‘.

EDUCATION,

From the report of the Seeretary o,
Commonwenlth on the subjeet of ;-riu.- il
by common schools, we glean the i,
ing facts In respect to the cost of priy,,

echools it Pennsylvania, ns estimued |

him for the present yoir.

From annual State approprin-
tion, to aecepting common
school districts, (being four
fifths of the whole number,)

From taxation in the same dis.
triets, including the oity
and eounty of Philadelphia
for the support of Laneaste- v
rian system therein, 400.6

Annual expense of teaching
poor childrenin the non-ac-
a.'i'p'lillgih:ilril'lx.(hl-inu-mr.
pinth of all the districts in
the State,) under the old
lnw for r'liv‘.t"rulim_{ the poor
gratis, 95

B100,00

Total amount of one vear's
public instruction in pri-
mary schools, SHR5.00n0
Including the payment of $100,001)

of the &600,000 approprinsted by the L

lature at its last session, hie estimntes |

21,000,000 will be expended this yer

the purposes of education in primary sel

—S600,000 of which will be ol .’u_-.

state, snd the residue by taxation. Iy e

mating the cost of educating all 1l

dren in the state, he sets down e w)

number between the ages of 5 and 15 v

at 620,000—of whom e caleulates 200

will atend three quariors in ench

which at 1 25 per quarter will sk
annual cost of primary edueation $600.

This enleul wion is mnde on the BUPOs

that the system will be aceepted in all

districts of the commonwealih.
e ——

F 7 0n Tuesday next the “nine

of Bank pennance’ will expire, and
pl"ll)!“ =00 .'ll.Il'_'I' nt'-llti:"' correct nlor
ton in regard Yo the tnfentions of

Will the Wiz

Anties, in order to prevent them from -

monied monopolics,

interesis «rf |

| nother suspension?

plying the wants of community, and rede
ing their solemn plodge, make a rosh o
the Banks for specie, and thus indu
We that
will eharacterise the demands

know
bearanes
the opponents of these institutions—i
will ask no more than is really necd
the purposes of business; and if the I}
ites only act |nu.frul1} 0 do not exh
pre-determination fo OPPUSE  SPECi
we [ee] rnuﬁt]l'nt thal
Country Banks will redeem theic bill

menis, maost of
heretofore, and that Shin-plasiers wi
longer be requisite for the purpo
change. A few more davs will ade
of Bank integrity, and give a pointe!
\!

evils nre endurable we submit to the

rection 1o the course of this paper.

fliction; but when they emanute from
position to. oppress and enthral the peo

wall," and ecommence the warfare witl
the zeal and enthusiaem that should b
to a frecman,

R ————

- The “ull-sorts-of-party in this co
ty have advertised for Township meeting
and, for Sorm sake, threaten to nomin!
andd support a ticket of their own. 1Y
¢hoose delegates on the Oth, and assew
i convention on the 11th of next mo
Their success in éstablishing a shin-p!
ter eurrency has ruised their spunky ¢
der, and, it seoms, has emboldened them b
try all kinds of “experiments.” Tl
will be some difference in the contest
The nhin-pl;mwr system m-t-riml no othe
countenance than wetdthy leaders—"
their Tieket will want supporters among
the rank “Hv!ﬁ!!'—-;l BCArCe coneern in it
quarter, However, they seem determing
o fight like efficers should do when thes
e no Heommon soldiers;” and they h

ire h[‘\’ deelared that i we li{'nnh. W
perish—but not withont a struggle!™  Hos
they frighten a body!!

e w—

B Our opponints (li'islill.li‘ the nome
Democrats.  Horrible! most horrible”
They are generully the oldest kind of Fi
ERALISTE—something approximating to 1!
spirital TORYISM, which prompted th
o oppose the lagt war against Gréat Briniy
and offer the enrolled militia certain bribes
o remain at home,  Gontlemen, appear i
der your frue colours: 1 you are cithr
Federalists, Arlstatrad, or ‘Torios. don't
ashamed of your cognomens unlesys yo!
change your principles.

L ————————

Buonr Proseecrs,—The people ol Hu¥
quehanna county, Peun. are looking 0!
ward for o copper eurreney, out of the i

said 1o hav® been discovored at Brookly!

:

we shall “hang our banner on the outwi 2

ol it ol el e
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