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DY ANKIR CI(AHBHRR KETCHUM.

Ilnd told him, Chrlatmns morning,
he sat upon my knee
olding fust his little stoc{dngs,
Btuffed as full as full could be,
" And attentive listening to me,
With o fuce demure nnd mild,

—.\,‘)Ijmt rood Suuta Klaus, who filled them,
: ’ not love n nnijghfy child. .

¢ Bu bc good, won’t we, mcder?”
And Yrom off my lap he slid,

Digging deep among the g»odlcu
In his crimson stockings hid ;

While I turned me to my tub]c,
,Where a tempting goblet stood,

* Brimming high with dainty c;,g-no;:

Scnt me by a nelghbor good.

But the kitten, there before me,
With his white'paw, nothing loth,
8at, by way of entertainment,
Slnpplng off tho shining frolh B
And In not the gentlest humor,
- At the loss of such a treat,
I confess I ruther rudely
Thrust him out into the strect.

* Then how Bennle’s blue eyes kindled !

Gathering up the precious store

Ho had busily been pouring
In his tiny pinafore ;

With a gencroiis 1ook that shamed mie,
Sprang e from the carpet bright,

Blhowing, by his micn indignant,
All o baby’s sense of rI;,ht

“Qome back, Hamney,” called he loudly,
As he hcld 1ils apron white;

¢ You shall have my candy. wahbit I
But thie deor was fastened tight ;

8o he stood, abashed and silent,
In the centre.of the floor,

With o defeated look, alternate
Bent'on me and on the door.

. _hcud to conceal her emotion.

Thon, ns from n suddert lmpulse,
Quickly ran he to the fire,
And while eagerly his bright eycs
Watched the flames go higher and higher,
In'n brave, clear key he shouted,
Like some lordly little élf,
. ¢8anta Kaus ! come down de chimney,
Make my moder *have heraef!”?

1 will be o good girl, Bennle,”?
8ald T, fecling the reproof,

And straightway recalled poor Harney,
Mewlng on the gallery roof.

Boon the anger was forgotten—
Laughter chased away the frown,
And they played beneath the live oaks

Tl the dusky night came down.

Aunt Mary hdd been busy all day in super-
intending preparations for the following doy ;
and such preparations were never made before.

| Such a time as Joe, the hired man, had killing

turkeys and geesc ; and then Ellen wasup to
her clbows in raieins, preserves and jellies all
dny while such unheard of puddings and such
wonderful ples as came out- from under the
dexterous hands of Aunt Mary were a perfect
marvel of cookery. We really thought she
was making preparations on a scale of such
magnitude that she might have furnished a
whole neighborhood with a Thanksgiving din-
ner. :

‘We children had gathered in the huge old
sitting-room, just after supper, waiting for
Aunt Mary to finish the preparations for the
morrow still going on in thekitchien, when the
convgrsation, naturally cnough, turned on
the excellencies of our hostess, and all ‘agreed
that there was never anybody cqunl to Aunt
Mary.

¢ What is the reason "' said Iudlth, one of
the girls, finally, in o half-whisper, *‘that she
was never married ¥’

«T think," answered Brother Tom, stoutly,
‘‘that it's Lecause there was never anybody
good enough for her to marry."”
¢ And I guess,” piped in little Katie, **that
she had to take care of grnndpn]m and gmnd-
mamma, and that's the reagon.’

All of us, in turn, sugizested a reason, and
still were satisfied with none of them, until
some one proposed that we nsk her, to which
we nl)consemed and I was selected asthe one
best suited to perform that delieate task.

At last the thanksgiving arrangements were
all completed ; and Aunt Mary come in and
seated hersglf with us.  As soon as an oppor-
tunity presented itself, I ventured to say :—
“Aunt Mary, will you please tell us o sto-
ry P

‘A story, Susie!
about .
“Yes, yes! tellus ! tellus ! all exclaimed,
at once.

In a moment I régretted that T had made
such o request, for Aunt Mary's usually pale
face, grew suddenly paler, and she turned hier
She ant a few
monients struggllng to overcome the feelings
our thoughtless words liad awakened; then
turned toward us and said, in a more solemn
tone than I had ever heard her use :—

#Yes, children I will tell you the story of

Wlmt Bllﬂ“ I tell you

"| my life, and I trust the recital will prove a

lesson to youall.” -
Drawing her chair to one side of the huge

| brick fire-place, where the fire-light no longer

shone in her face, and taking up her knitting-
work, she began :—

¢ It is almost twenty ycdrs since the cvents
1 am about to relate occurred, and yet they
are a3 fresh in my mind now asthey were then,
and their memory will go with meall through
life. I was tiien called beautiful, and I knew
it, and was very proud. My parentsoftenré-
proved me for my vanity, but with little effect.
I loved andmiration, and took every means to
‘win it, I bad a great many suitors, and began
to imagine that I had only to say rhe word to
bring any onc I wished to my feet; butasyet

taste, and so I continued my unwomanly pas-
time of winning hearts only to cast them aside.

«One Fourth of July I wans invited to ot-
tend a picnic and celebration some miles from
home, and as I never missed the opportunity
of going where 1 should be admired, I, of

‘| course, accepted it. .

In my dlm, ﬂre-llll hted c‘hnmbe{], \
Harney purred beneat chair,

And myyplnyv vorn WOy besido

"+ Knelt to eay his cvcnh:g prayer's .

44 God bess fader, God bees moder,
God hess sister”—thon ‘a pause,

And the sweet young lips devoutly
Murmured, * God bess Sunta Kuuss.”

o ls sltcphu.,—hlo“n and silken
Lie the lashes long and meek,
Like carcssing, clinging shudows”

On his plump and peachy cheek.
And I bend ahove him, weeping
Thankful tears—O, undetiled !
For a womun’s crown of glory,
For the blessing of a child !

WIIY AUNT MARY NEVER
MARRIED.

Aunt Mary.waes w lmt the world called an
*¢ old maid ;" butto those whekuew her best,
she was the dearest and best aunt in the world ;
and many o time used we to inquire, * Why s
Aunt Mary an old maid "' But some how
we could nover get a very definite answer ;
and we came to consider it a forbidden sub-
Ject yet were certain that there was some cause

—for it all.

L.

Aunt Mary was our mother’s only sister, and
she lived alonc at the old farm-house, where
her parents had lived and died ; and yet hard-
1y nlone, for there was Ellen, ** themaid ofall
work,” and-Joe who worked the farm, and
then we girla and Brother Tom used to visit
there, once in a while, as an especial reward
for good conduct. Blic was probably forty
years of age; though she did not lock so old,
still retmnlng much of her former beauty, Her's

was o gentle, quiet manncr, and she was one
of those {dnd of people who nccomplish 80
much with so little noise.

Her dark brown hair was always brushed
smoothly back -from her pale forchead and
bound In a coil at the back of her exquisitely
shaped head. Her dress wag invariably plain
and neat, and without ornaments.

‘It was riearly a year since I had visited at
Aunt Mary's, and it wasalinost Thanksgiving
day, when my mother received . lettei from
_-her inviting_us_all -to-spend that-day at-her |-
house. Unfonunutdy my parents had already
nccopted & pressing invitationto visit an uncle

on my father’s side, and were obliged, though
reluctantly, to decline that from Aunt Mary;
but after a great amount of coaxing on our
part they consented to allow litdle sister Katle
ond myself to uccompuny Brother Tom, there,
in tho carryall. 'Weleft honie in high gleeand
after a three hours, pleasant ride through the
clear November air, reaclied sunt's the day
before Thanksgiving,

Ve found her looking for us, though she
was considerably disappointedin not seeing our
parents, but declared, as she marshaled ub into
the house and helped to remove our wrappors,
that ¢* we would have the happlest Thanksgiv-
ingof anyof them ;" and toincrease our plea-
sure, if that were posaiblc, she informed us
_that somo distant relatives of ours- were also

* coming to spend the dhy, and would be there

that évening ; so we would have quite a party
. after all, Just before dark umy arrived—two-
Cgirls o little older than myself, \\ud a boy of

¢ §oon after reaching the grom\ds u friend

‘of miny approached me and sald, In o light

tone:

¢ ¢ Come, Mary : I wish to introduce youto
the orator of the day, Mr. George Turner;’
and she took my arn and led me toward a dis-
tant part of the grove.

¢ Jt was Customnry, sone years 8go, to hold
picnics for the purpose of listening to public
speakers, and the one in question was not only -
as I afterwards learned to celebrate the anni-
versary of our national independence, but also
to listen to a1 nddress to be delivered by o
young grnd\mle from a neighboring college.
4 Who is this hero ?* T asked, ‘ll\lglnllb]) y
as Louisa pulled me along.

¢ Why he is & young farmer who has edu-
cated himscelf, and workeéd his way through
college. Everybody says l‘e is sure to_distin-
guish himeelf, though he is quite poor now.
You will be sure to like him when you come
to hear him spcuk, she exclaimed w! nh enthu:
siasm ; and then laughingly added, in o lower
tone, * T expeet nothing else than love at first
sight, on both sides.”
s Don't be foolish,’ I said, pretending to
be very angry, though in fact I felt quite ¢}

at the thought that I was to have the chanl
to make another conquest.

By thistime we had reached the stand,
near which the orator stood, and, while wait-
ing for a chance to be presented, I had a good
opportunity of noticing his appearance which
was very striking, He was about twenty-
three years old, tall and symetrically formed ;
his dark, curly hair shaded a brow of peculiar
breadth and plirenological development ; his
countenance was the most expressive one I
ever beheld, and his ealm  bLlue eye scemed a:
decp and fathomless as the waves of the se
His face was not really handsome, but it w
one of those which once scen is never for;

-

% We were presenféd to each other, and
were soon in convérsation. Tnstead of thé
foolish nothings that most men addressto wo-
men—as though they were a species of talka-
tive magpie, incapable of appreciating anything
beyond a lap-dog or the last novel—his words
were full of deep and intelligent meaning, and
at once charmed and interested the listener,

‘¢t Before I went home that cvening I knew
that I met my destiny

lmusc, and soon became o frequent visiter. He
seemed to be aware of my feelings—to reéad
them intuitively—and instead of the fiatteries
of my former suitors, he was continually sug-
gesting imprm ements. This'piqued me more
than I can tell, I had thought to bring him
to my feet, and yet somehow ho never vas a
suitor in the sense of the word that others
had been."
+*One day—it was the .one_before 'I‘lumks-
giving—Dhe*surprised me by sn) ing, z\bruptly :
‘¢ ¢ Mary, will you marry me ¥
«'Had a thundorbolt fallen at my feet, it
would have taken me no more by surprise,
yet I had long been conscious of Mr, Turner's
feclings toward myself ; but none of my for-
mer lovers had ever addressed me in' sucha
‘matter-of-fact way, and my heart rebelled at
being thus taken by storm ; and I -exclaimed
.petulantly :—
“ ‘Don't,‘bcufool. Mr. Tumer l‘ and snatch-
.ed my hand, which hehad taken in Lis, away,
walked to the window and stood -looking - out

about Tom's nge. C

-1 upon the lawn.

I expected ho would follow

I had neyer.met ong 110 Suited vy faatidiown]——— oooee

me and renuv his suit;

him passing down the graveled walk.
back, and if he had once look#d toward th
casement at which I stood 1 should have don

80,

and strode ‘rapidly down the rond. As h

pale ag death.

he has never come. 1 never saw. him again.

for Europe.
for many years."

that stood in her eyes.
agked :—
pr0

you have said ‘yes

took the little one up and kissed her.

in the doorway was a stranger who had noise
Mary'sstory.

her feet and stood as pale as marble, staring al
the apparition.

you sny yes 2"

stant shie was weeping in his arms.
In a few moments she gently

of the story. >
The rest is soon told.

gone to Europe, finally amassed a fortune, and

before Thanksgiving party,he hind met in Lon

learned that Mary lhad never married.
guessed the truth and returned.

failed to awaken a response :
the house in time to hear the conclusion o

render already knows,
He declared that they “hnd botl lost so muc)

the next day before we sat down to dinner,

say, it wus the happiest Thanksgiving we ever
enjoyed.

.

 Aunt Mary’s Thanksgiving."

ABA I’A( lx l“R
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"BY JOHK BLDEIREING

utilize, in his inconsiderable country smithy.
this valuable mineral.

Fell, of Wilkesbarre, firat used it in a grate fo
heating his family mansion.

or one ton for each day.

12,000,000 tons, or 84,000 tons per day.

80Y8 2

little-understood drticle of fuel, realize that th

cquipment of water ways and railways, th
three hundred and fifty million dotlars,
Dbe yet in its infaney.*’

To trace the course of this development :
by canal bonts ;

roads, and thcsc by locomotive roads, an

fmpossible within the limits of this article.

milhnns of the_American people.

Asa Packer was born in the township ¢
Groton, New London wlmly, Connecticut, i
the beginning of the ycar 1808.

herited with his puritan blood. e was
staunch member of the Baptist denominatior

“and Known s the Fort IHll Church.

enabled him to master the rudiments of know
edge, nnd he made every effort to improve h

By diligence, falthftolness and goo
the first indications of a manly ¢

tempe:

tion of his employer. Despito h youth, 1

dential friend’and adviser, and if d

in the cstablishment, and ended his Afe as
tanner.

bt he no such
thing, though I was cpnscl((?/{::l stood look-
ing at me a few moments, but T would n
my head. Standing therc in my foolish pride,
drumining on the pane, I was casting away

the happinessofa lifetime. Suddenly he turned
from the roony, and-in a moment more I saw | and still stronger convictions.

“Atfirst I was on the point of calling him

But hie qnly walked through the little gate

passed the window, Isaw that his face was a8

w1 waited the next day expectantly, and a
hundred times glanced down theroad, in hopes
to see him coming ; but he did not come, and

w A few days after I learned he had sailed
I have not even heard his name

Aunt Mary ceased, and wipsd away the tears
After a few minutes of silence, Tittle Katie
¢ And if he lind come back, Auntie, should
 Yes, dorling," Aunt Mary replied, as she

“ Mary,"" spoke a deep bass voice behind ns,
at which we allsprang to our fect, and standing

lessly entered as we were hstemng to Aunt

At the sound of the name she lmd started to

The stranger took & step forward, saying,
] have come to agk you again; dnr]ing, will

-4 Yes," fum\ly answered she, und in anin-

disengnged
lerself and presented the stranger as the hero

Mr. Turnér, believing he had been mistaken
in thinking his affection was returned, had

had made hishomein England.  A’few months

don an old acquaintance,-from whom he had

ded.  He
On reaching
the old farm-louse his repeated knocks had
and he entered

Aunt Mary’s story, with the result which the

time that they ought to-delay no longer, and

certain interesting ceremony was performed
by which Aunt Mary was no longer an * old
maid,"” and for every one of ug, I'll venture to

And every year since when the
good time approaches. the- memory returns of

)

Anthracite conl was first used in the Wyo-
ming Valley, Pennsylvania, in the year 1708.
A Dlacksmith, whos¢ name is unfortunately
unknown to the writer, was the first man to

It was not until one
hundred years afterward, in 1808, that Judge

As Inte as 1820 the mining of anthracite conl
may hardly be said to have begun, for the pro-
duction in that year did not exceed 365 tons,
Half a century later,
in 1866, the annual production had reached
l\
recent writer'on the conl fieclds, in suming up
the nmazing development of this great interest,
s Little did the toiling wagoner who,
over rough and mountainous roads, slowly
pushed his way towards Philadelphia, with
his heavily-londed wagon with this new and

child that passed him by the roadside would,
cre his head was mantled by silvery locks, sce
a capital of one hundred and fitty million Jdol-
lars invested in the transportation routes for
carrying this article to market, or that it would
+bccome a necessity in every houschold.
probably within bounds to say that in mines
developed and undeveloped, in'mine improve-
ments, and in the cost of construction and

It is

anthracite trade of Pennsylvania, st tlie pres-
ent time, represents o property valuation of
} Great
as is this growth, and enormous ag are the fig-
ures, the trade is by th'mking men believed to

how \\nwons were supplt\ntcd by arks; arks
canal boats by gravity rail-

monuments of enginecring skill proportionate
to the vast operations of the presept time, is
It
is our purpose to glance at the: history <of one
individual whose life has been mainly spent in
_pushing forward the great works which lav.
largely contributed to this enormous growth,
and indirectly to the prosperity and comfort of

His grand-
father, Elisha Packer, was the most prominent
and successful business man of his native town.
He was a farmer, tanner, and sfioe manufac-
turer, diligent in business, and not neglectful
of those higher responsibilities which he in-

and worshipped in the church erccted on the

site of the old chuot Fort, still in existence, |
His
fatlicr, Elisha Packer, Jr., was o man of strong
sense, industrious, economical, and of inde-

pendent character, but never very successful

in business. A younger brother of his father,

Daniel Packer, however, had a watchful ey
to the interests of his nephew, and as spon as
Asa was of an age to do something for himselfy’
this Dinicl Packer got him a situation in the
tannery of Mr. Elias Smith, of North Stoning-
ton. Although Asa Packer had enjoyed very
limited opportunities of cducation, these had

mind, and increase his store of information.

racter, he
won the confldence, and ultimat y the affec.

camo 1o e regarded by . tho tannch as a confi-
hhad not
interposed and broken the connection, Asa
Packer would probably have become a partner

During Mr. Smith's last illncss, Asn

was his trusted manager, and after the hours
usinedr; his sympathizing friend and com-
‘panion.

After the death of Mr. Smith, Asa ungnged
himselfto a farmer by the name of John Brown,
This farmer was a man of strong character,
He was hard-
| handed and hard-headed, able cither to hoe
his own row in the corn-ficld, or hold his own
ground in debate.  He was a Democrat of the
school of Thomas Jefferson, and always ready
to maintain his opinions by reasonable argu-
nient, and never so happy Jas when pitted
aduinsat n worthy antagonist. From this farmer
Asa Packer got the bins which hag ever in-
clined his heart and his judgment to the party
which is now known as the Democratic. .

After passing a year with the old farmer,
summering and wintering with him, talking
over in the long days of labor cvery subject
connccted with the business of farming, dnd
the duties of the citizen, and getting discipline
both of body and of mind of themost valuable
kind, Asa went back to Mystic, and spent a
year at home, During this year he attended
school, and having learned the value of know!-
edge, he applied himself to study, and arrived
at considergble proficieney in those branches
whicdh are most useful in the practical affuirs
of life.

Like all young men of New England, when
Asa renched seventeen years - of age, he felt
that it was time for him to make a scrious
effort to establish himself in the world. At
this time Pennsylvanin® was attracting great
numbers of Enstern men, The tide had not
yet set for the more distant Western portions
of our national domain. Taken up by the
current, in the year 1822, when but just seven-
teen, with a knhpundk \\]uch contained his
whole wardrobe, and a few dollars in his
purse, Asn Packer set out on foot for Susque-
hanna county, Pennsylvania.  Arrived at the
town of Brooklyn, e apprenticed himself t
the trade of carpenter and joiner. He righfy
judged that a man in that frontier country vas
measured by his power to wield the axe, and
that the skilled méchanic was the man for
whose services there would be the steadicst
and most profitable employment. This selee-
tion of a trade which involved manly work,
showed the temper which the young man
brought to the task of making his way in a
‘néw field and among new friends. .

After serving his time as an apprentice, and
Lecoming the master of his business, he con-
tinwed to work at it assiduously T several
years, when he invested his savipgs in a lot
of wild land on the upper waterg of the Sus-
quchanua, and entered upon th
and adventurous life of the piondbr.  Jemade
a clearing, and reared with his ow nds the
cabin 1o which he soon after brought a bride.

The lndy whom he sclected to Le the mis-
tress of his home was a daughter of Ropler
Blakeslee, o name that will berecognized even
now by many in Northern Pennsylvania

wife to Asa Packer in
his early struggles.  While e was about his
work in the fields, or striking sturdy blows in
the forest which hemmed in his homestead on
every side, Mrs. Pucker was équally hard at

work attending to the dopes e wmuls Ur e
Touschold, — HCF KO fingers, with the aid

of the spinning-wheel, made al the garments
worn by the fnmily durjng the firsd ten years
of their married life.  There was no dispute
about the anthority or sphere of cither ; each
, | founad appropriate work close at hand, and
was content with doing it, and with recipro-
cating. sympathy and counsel.

Tere Asa Packer lived cleven years. The
circumstance whicl led to & change in his field
of Inbor, was occusinncﬁby n necessity com-
mon to the more enterpfising plrinccr settlers
—that of seeking cmployment in the thickly-
populated distric ring a portion of the
year, in order to obtain ready money fortaxes
and articles essential to home comfort and en-
joyment. The nearest point where labor could
then commund cash in hand was a hundred
milesaway in the Lehigh valley,  Tie journey
had to Le made on foot, by paths through
rough mountain passes and the. forests which
stretehed between the upper waters of the
Susquehanna and the Lehigh,

In the valley of the Lehigh, Josinh White
and Erskine Hazard, representatives of asso-
cinted capital of Philadélphis, had projected
and exceuted improveméents which made the
wonderful riches of this sectioh—its coal, iron,
timber, lime, cement, and slate—partially
available. Hither came Asa Packer, a poor
artisan, to labor with his hands, to mix witha
crowd of men similarly employed and undis-
tinguished.  What has raised Asn Packer ‘so
far above the throng of which he then was but
a unit?

Olserving the character of the ‘country, the
almost immensurable extent of the conl’depos-
its, and the diversity of the rich productions
of the Lehigh valley, he foresaw the esiablish-
ment of those extensive collieries, of lines of
transportation, and all the immense traflic
which time has developed.  Here was a field
for the highest intelligence and ‘the most un-
tiring energy.  Accordingly, in the spring of
1833, when he was twenty-seven years of age,
Asa Packer left his farm in. Susquelmnnn
county, and permanently settled himself in
the Lehigh valley. His advent into a region
in which he was destined to accomplish so
much made no stir.  He brought te the new
ficld but a few hundred ‘dollars. His capital
Iay in his active mind, stout heart, and strong
arms, and in indnstrious and thrifty habits,
is first and sccond sunimers were employed
in bonting coal from Mauch Chunk to Phila-
delphin, in which he acted as master of his
own boat. _ The energy which he displayed in
this occupation brought him to the notice of
the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company,
and he formed n connection with the company,
which was maintained for many years, greatly
to his ndvantage,

About.this time Mr. Packer made a visit to
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Packer, and his uncle, Daniel Packer, he gave
such an account of the ndvantages of the coal
region, that they were induced to accompany
‘him on his return. They visited in company
the collieries “established in the v alloy, and
went over the great field Just opening for buel-
ncss.. Danicl Packer was so struck with the
magnitude of the opportunity, that he declared
that age alone deterred him 1 closing his
bus(nosn, and selling all his prpperty in Con
necticut, and coming to the Lchigh Yalley.
Ho advisedl the brothers T6 unite means and
engage in business av Mauch Chunk, offering
to assiat them with money and credit, and to
stand behind them in'every emergency. 'This
advice exactly accorded with the views of Asa
Packer, and the two bréthers immediately en-
gaged in business in general morchandise in
Mauch Chunk; under the firm name of A, &
R."W. Packer, with a capital of five thousand
dollars. The most of this moncy had been
saved by Asa Packer from the hard carnings
of former years,

The new house entered, from the moment
of opening, upon an extended and proﬂtnblo
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hisrelations.at Mystic.._Tohis brother, Robert.

business. It soon became known by its lurgc
transactions both on the Lehigh and Schuyl-
kill rivers- Its operations on the Lehigh dur-
ing the fifteen ycm-s between 1835 and 1850
embraced a large mo;cnntile business at Mauch
Chunk ; contracts with the Lehigh Coal and
Navigation Company, which involved the
building of dams and locks on the npper nav-
igation ; working coal mines leased from the
company, and safterward Mr. Packer’s own
mires near Iazleton, and shipping conl to
Philadelphia and New York. A similar ship-
ping business was also done by thent on the
Sehuylkill.  They were the first through
transporters of coal to the New York market,
and it isa fitting return that the business should
still continue to be the largest item in the in-
come of Asa Packer, its projectdr. Through
his coal mining operations he was brought into
close relations with the Inte Commodore Stock-
ton, and between them*there sprunf up a
warm friendship—a friendship which proved
of great value to Mr. Packer at a trying mo-
ment when pushing forward to completion
the great enterprise of his hfe the Lehigh Val-
ey Railrond.

Up to the year 1850, the transportation of
the conl of the Lehigh valley to market had
heen altogether by water, hut the business had
now reached such .n magnitude s, in Mr.
Pn(,kcr 9 judgment, to justify the building of

along the banks of the Lehighriver.
Accordingly he urged upon the Lehigh Coal
and NaviAation Company the policy of build-
d ns a part of their system of trans
But tlie projget was not favorably
regafded by the company. Experience, it
wag nnswered, had proved that conl and iron
would only pay water freights.  The Reading
Railroad, which enjoys unusual “facilities in
grades and water connections, was instanced
to clinch the argument.  Asa Packer’s opin-
i however, was not affected by this adverse
icism of hjs proposition, and he detormined
atter personally in hand.
found for a rnilroad in the Lehigh
Vu.lley was embraced in & charter for a rond
of much greater extent, projccted by that great
Pennsylvania financier, Edward H. Biddle.
It was embraced in the charter of the Dela-
ware, Lehigh, Schuylkill and Susquehanna
Railrond Company, incorporated April 21,
1846. The first survey was made in: the fall
of 1850. Not until the 4th of April, 1851, sev-
enteen days before the charter would haveex-
pired by its own limitation, did Asa Packer
take his place in the board of mansgers. . On
the snme day the bonrd sanctioned the grading
of a mile of railroad near Allentown, and
therehy thie limitation was avoided.  On the
30th of October, 1831, Mr. Packer leecame
owner of o confrolling portion of the stock,
and subsequently submitted a proposition to
abuild the road from Mauch Chunk to Easton,
distance of forty-six miles, for a consideration,
to Le paid in the stock and honds of the com-
pany, the nume of which was nowchanged to-
she Lehigh Valley Railroad Comipany, to suit
its extent and true field of labor.

Mr. Packer’s proposition was accepted, and
he commenced work in November, 18532
Under his personal supervision it was pushed
—itde ummt—iges- - _da ba neosiual aily stnck
and bonds in payment, he hazarded his whole
fortune in the enterprise.  In its carly com-
pletion and profitable working, he saw every
dollar of hisinvestment quadrupled, and every
acre of land in the Leligh valley enhanced in
value. Butit was a heavy load, sad many
times did it embarrass Mr. Packer to carry it
but lis hign character, and his reputation as o
business man, cnabled him to command re-
sources which would have heen at the ser-
vice of no other.  Commodore Stockton, the
New Jersey Central Railroad Company, and
other rich corporations to whose business the
Lehigh road would contribute, also camé to
Mr. Packer’s assistance, and nude large ad-
vances on its stock and bonds,

The Lehigh Valley Railroad was hmshcd
and delivered to the company on the 24th of
September, 18533, and was pnl"innm-diu(o]y in
operation. TIts coul -freights, which in 1857
amounted to 500,000 tons, in the year 1866 ex-
ceeded 2,000,000 tons,- 635,000 o' which were
delivered along ity route from Mauch Chunk
to Laston, to \\orl\q which the railroad itself
had called into existence.  The addition which
it brought to Asn Packer's fortune can be
stated only in millions.

Within three years after the opening of the
railrond from Mauch Chunk to Easton, with
connections which made a railroad route from
the valley to Philadelphia as well as New |
York, Mr. Packer suggested the extension ul‘
a line of railroad into the valley of the Susque-
hanng, and up that valley to- the great table
1ands of the Stite of New Y ork, there to con-
neet with New York and Erie Railrond.  This.
would bring the anthracite coal region within
the systen of roads leading riorth and west to
Lake Ontario and Lake Erie, and afford a di-
rect foute by connection with the Catnwissa
and Erie ronds to the Great West.

Asa Packer s lived to see the whole of
this stupendous conception realized.  Itis not
‘possible to ealenlate the benefit which it is des-
tined to confer upon the whole country. It
will set the wheels of machinery in motion
thousands of miles in the interior ns well as at
tidewater, and bring about in a great section
of country that diversity of employment es-
gentinl to the highest development of the peo-”
ple. @

On his return from a trip to Europe in 18635,
Mr. Packer announced his intention to found
in Lelhigh valley an-educational institution
which should, supply to its young nien the
menns of obtaining that knowledge of which
he lind in his early life felt such n profound
need.  The branclies of education to ahich
it wns Mr. Packer's design that the institution
should be cspecially devoted were civil, me-
chanical, and mining ‘engineering ; general
and analytical chemistry; mineralogy and
metallurgy ; analysis of soils and agriculture;
architecture and construction ; all branches of
-knowledge-of exceptional value.in the Lehigh
valley. In carrying into effect his purposc,
Mr. Packer gave a woodland park, sixty acres
in cxtent, situated on the borders of Sputh
Bethlehem, and $500,000 in moncy.

" This institution, known as the Lehigh Uni-
versity, wns formally opened September 1,
1866, and its success has realized the intelli-
gent and beneficent purpose of its founder.
By its charter it is made o selfsustaining in-
stitution ; intended .to reach both rich and
poor wnh its advantages ; its free scholursmps
being offered as prizes to be competed for Ly
all the students.  No sectarian bigotry limits
its beneflcent influence to asingle religious de-
nomination, but those of every creed find o
welcome to its halls,

On the 28d of November, 1863,7at a dinner
given to Mr. Packer at Bcthlehcm as o public
acknowledgment of lils princely gift, at which
many of- the most eminent men of the State
were present, Col. John W. Forney paid the
following eloquent tribute to the gucst of the
day: ‘““Herols a character and n carcer for
youth and manbood to study. Here is a les-

son to tho one | to move on in the path of im-

-illikshun's over an tliec timptashun gone."

provement, and a sﬁmulnnt. to the other never
to despair in the darkest hour of disaster and
misfortune. We pick out Asa Packer as the
miner picks out a picce of coal to show the
value of the precious deposit from which it is
taken, we pick him out to show what can bo
won by personal honesty, industry and kind-
ness to men ; by courage in the midst of bad
luck ; by confidence in the midst of gloomy
pr8phecy ; By modesty in prospcrity,' and by
princely gencrosity when fortune comes with
both hands full to realize a just ambition.”
Among his intimate friends and associates W.
H. Gatzmer, the president of the Camden and
Amboy Railroad, bore high testimony to the
energy and ability with which Mr. Packer had
carried out his great mining and railroad en-
terprises, and acknowledged that although
Pennsylvania ig only lis adopted State, few
of ler sons have done more to develop
her mineral resources,

Mr, Packer enjoys to the fullest extent the
confidence of the community in which he lives,
This it has shown by electing him to public
offlce whenever heé could be induced to acoept
it. He served his neighbors several years in
the General Assembly of the State, his services
there ending in the year 1843. e was then
clected judge of the county court, which posi-
tion lLic held five years, and hence he is fa-
miliarly known as Judge Packer. ’
Mr. Packer's whole career exemplifics the
truth that in_the United States there is no dis-
tinction to which any young man may not as-
pire, and with energy, diligence, intelligence
and virtue, attain, When he sct out from
Mystic, Connecticut, to make the journey to
Pennsylvania on foot, it is not probable that
his entire worldly possessions amounted to
twenty dollars.  These possessions are now
estimated at twenty millions, all of which has
been accumulated, so far ag known, without
wronging a single individual. On the con-
trary, the wealth which he lis gathered is but
n tithe of that which he has been the means of
creating in the Lehigh Valley.

‘O'FLAHERTY.

DENNIS AT HOME—AN UNPLEASANT RECEPTION
—MOW I8 POLITICAL FRIENDS STOOD BY
HIM—" WANTED EMPLOYMENT."’

Liv LI Inknaxn, Unper rne Hinn,
December 20, 1808, }
Misruvr  Eppitiur :—It's back to me
shanty an' me Judy an' the byes I am, but
the divil resayve me if it’s mesilf that's delited

wid the fact.  It's a warrum recipshap an' s’

cowld wan besides I got. . Whin I. put me

head in the cabin wid * Save allhere," it was

Judy that shtuck her fishts on her hips, an’

sez she, ** 8o it's back yez are ! Faix yer car-

ner's'warrum for yez, ye murdherin’ villin,

Shure there's niver a bit av mate in the pot,

or a handful av male in the bag, or a purtaty

in the carner, an’ is it the munney yez have
to get dinner wid for yersilf an’ yer family,

I'd like to know 2" )
“Judy agn,” sez 1
“None av yer mulvatherin,” sed

“have yez the munney for the mate ¥
“Divil a cent,’” sez 1.

“Thin git out, yez dhrunken gommoeh,”

ez 8liey +“wu’ npver put yer ugly phiz inside
the-dhure till yez bring in mate or monay,”
an' wid that she cum afthur me wid the brum,
an' mesitf Gidn't shtay to see what she want.
hid.

Its to the ould place and the carner I wint
fust for consolayshun. '** Faix, its a dhrap av
the raal shtuff 'ull go mity comfortin’ this
cowld marnin’,”’ séz I, whin I intered.

“ An' have yez the munney fur that same ?"
sez me ould friend as-runs the shiebeen house.

“Divil n cint,’s sez I but we'll take o
dhrink on the ould party,’ sez I,

“That's played out," sez he. **The ould
party isn't in the licker bizness so much as it
wuz, an’ it's the spliondulicks I'm takin' now
fur me whishky,” svz he.

¢ Anwhere'll T be gettin® them ?" sez L.

“Wurruk ) gez he. **An’ the airlier ye
go at it, my bye, the betthur for yez."”

The curse av-the crows oh thetight-skinned
thafe, to be thratin® me so ondacint whin it's
meself had bin dhrinkin® be the wake in his
place at the ixpinse av the party ! Butit wuz
fur wurruk I'wint, and a weary tramp I had,
an' it's not yit I'll be findin’ it. It's too busy
the gir gemin all wuz to see me, though it wuz
willin'/u‘l' friendly enuff they wuz before il-
likshun, I wuz powerfully tired and discour-
aged, whin I seen o gintleman av me ackwin-
tance sthandin be his dhwure.

“The tap av the marnin’ to yer hanner I
sez I, **Its mitey glad T am to see yer good
lukin® phiz wanst more*”

“ Marnin',"” sz he, az cowld an’ az sharp
azan isikle.

. “Shure an’ its a raal comforttoseea friend-
1y face,' sez T,

o fWat-the divil do you want, man "' sez
he shnappin’ like a bull dog.

¢ Shure,"” sez I, ‘its wurruk, yer hanner,
that I may get mate an’ purtaties fur the ould
winnmen an' the childher.”

“I've got no wurruk for yez," sed he. -

“ Will' I be afther movin’ yer hape of conl #
gez I, fur it wuz shiandin’ lukin at the same
he wuz, ‘
sSoWat'll yez ax me ?'* sed he.
¢ A dabler, sez 1. |
Whoo ! the divil "’ sed he. *“Ye're an
extortionate raskil," sed he ; * fur I've hired
a naygur to do that same fur sivinty-flve
cints "

An' is it o Dimmykrat like yersilf that'ull
hire o bluddy naygur inshtid ava good Dim-
mykrat bye ¥ sez I,

“ Av coorse,” s8¢z he, ¢ whin the naygur
wurruks the chapist.”
© s An' wuzn't it yersilf," sezl, ¢ that towld
“us it wuz fur high' wages fur the poor man ye
wuz I

* Maybe it wuz,', sez he; ‘‘but that-was
before illikshun, an’ it was nnt tlun I wanted
me coal carried in.”

¢ Blud an’ ouns ! Thin will yez e afther
Eiven' Tie the price'av a-@hrink ¥ -sez- 1 (‘ur
me throat is as dhry as powdliur.”’

“Divil acint,” sed he. ¢ It's dhrinkin® Ia
the ruih av yez all,”" sed he, an I'll be advisin:
yez to rayform an’ live sober—now  that the

she ;

Misthur Eddithur, its bruk inthirely me hart
iz wid the ingratitude av me purtinded frinds.
1ts nota shtroke av wurruk I can’git, or'a cint
av munney, or a dirink av the crathur, an'
there's Judy waitin’ fur mibe in the shanfy wid
a brumehtick an® a tung that's a dale longer
an"harder. Wil yez help a poor by printin®
this advertisement that Paddy Muleathy’s byoe
Owen, wat gocs to shkule, rit out fir me?

WANTED EMPLOYMENT—By a man accus-
tomned to dirty work and ca ln% heavy loads.
Can refer for teatimonials of b 1lity and will.
{nguess ln these respects to the Democratic party
manpgers, who have no further uso for his ser-
vices, they having gone out of busluces. App! 1¥u
Dennls O'Flalierty, Littlo Imland, under the
or by letter to this office. dec2l a

Plazo insirt this for 'a poor disthressed bye
an' send mo anny letters yez get furme; an'
the blessin av the sore-harted and sorrowful

bo upon yez. Dixx1s O'FLAHERTY.

‘heaven and earth with demons.

Qucen of my: tub, 1 morrily sing,
Whilo the white foam rlses high;

And sturdily wash, and rinse, and wrlng,
And fasten the clothes to dry ;

Then out in the free fresh alr tlmy swing,
Undcr the sunny sky.

Iw lnh we could wash from our hearts nnd sonls
The stuins of the week away, -

And let water and air by thclr mnglc make
Ourselves ns pure as th

Then on the carth there wnuld be indeed
A glorious washing-day !

Along the path of a useful life,
Will heart’e-ense ever bloom 5

The busy mind has no timo to think
Of sorrow, or care, or gloom ;

And anxlous thoughts may be swept away,
As we busily wield a broom.

I am glad n tnsk to mc 18 given,
To lnbor at dny by day;

For it brings me health, and strength, and hope,
And I cheerfully learn to sny—

¢ Head you may think, Heart you may ftcl,

But ]ﬁ\lll\ you shall work nlwn). ?

LUCK.

RBY IENRY WARD BEECHER.

The word luck is too finnly . bedded in our
language, and belief in the fact expressed by
it is too strong to justify an expectation that
it will soon become obsolete.  Luckisan event
good or bad, whichbefalls aman independently
of lis own volition. If amanwork all day for
five dollars, his wages is not considered luck
But if he finds five dollars in the road, that is
luck.

. If a man aims at an accomodation train, buv.
hita an express train, which has been dclaycd
a little he is in luck. Ilc has sccured what he
did not plan for. If the last boat of the sen-
son leaves Albany for New Yorka day sooner
than the shipper had calculated, and he loses
an opportunity of sending his freight, he ex-
claims ** that is just my luck.” ,
Of the fact itself therecan be no doubt.  Ma-
ny disappointments befall men which seem to
have no relation to their own agency. Many
places of good fortunc occur which the recipi-
ent did not plan, orlook for.

But the cause of luck, thus defined, isanoth-
er thing. If we could look into men's minds
and render clear those obscure and nebulous
thoughts that hover there, it would bo found
probably, that very different notions are enter-
tained about it. Some believe that there are
spirits, or sprites, whose power intercalates
these events upon the calendar of Nature.
Others scem to believe that in the vast realm
of Nature cvents are flonting about like motes
in sunbeams, dnd thint men accidentally stum-
bic upon them, Some people believe it to be
a crook in the grain of things, some men be- .,
ing born and destined to fulfill somo mischie-
vous decrces. ‘¢ Do what they will, they can
never escape ill-luck.” Were some men's no-
tions analyzed, I should not wonder ifit were
found that they still belicve Luck to be a per-
sonal being, as Puck, or Ariel who spent their

“time in playing tricks upon men, good or bad,

according to their pecullar fancy.
But dismissing all these notions, there are

-several pieces of general good orill luck, which

Lave much td"do with the special luck, that -
Dbefalls men, I count it a piece of prime and
admirable luck to be born of parents who had
sound physieal constitutions, ample brains,
well proportioned and balanced, living in mod-
erately prosperous circumstances. Nextto this
is to be brought up in simplicity, among peo-
ple kind and just, and under circumstances
which require one to exert himselfnctively, so
that he shall never expect to have anything
which he does not himself earn, Lastly, and
asa consequence of these, it is supreme good
luck to have o patient nature, too proud to do
evil, and not proud enough to take offense at
the common experience of life: as contcnwd
as Is consistent with enterprise, and aboveall,
with unwasting good nature.

This Inst quality—good nature—is perhaps
the most desirable of all, in so far as happiness
is concerned.  Every one knows that it issu-
gor in fruit that givesit its palatableness, and-
that converts its juices into wine. Good na-
ture s to human dispositions what sugar is to
grapes.

A robust and ehicerful nature hardly knows
the difference between good and bad’ luck.
Some things, which extort pitcous complainta
of bad luck from his ncighlors, befall him with-
out exciting more than a moment’s attention
—just a8 & healthy man does not feeln chilly
gust which sets an invalid into shivers.

11 luck in petty affairs is only another name
for want of foresight, unskillfulness, poor judg-
ment, clumsy-handedness, lack of spring and
enterprize. Few men are willing to say thet
their own blunders, negative or positive, return’
upon their ownlheads. Luck is tothema for-
tunate work. Luck is a word that hides a -
man’s lnemc“ncy from himself, and saves his
pride. .

Every oncof us has lucky and unlucky
dnys, Too much excitement, late hours, late
eating, poor sleep, and too little of it, bringon
mornings full of depression—Dbiue days in
which everybody and everything seem wrong.
Everything our hand touches fails. This isa
simple case in which respectable dissipation
has put the whole instrument by which man
works, his brain and nervous system, out of
adjustment. - His mistakcsare no more surpris-
ing than would be a mechanic’s who worked vy
a false rule, or a chemist's who mensured hy
incorreet standards.

" By and by, rest, dlet. and good habits restore
the equilibrium, and then comes a sparkling
doy of good luck. MHalf the labor produces
twice the ordinary results. Weo meet thevery,
person we desire most to sce. Everything
goes onrightly. The world is propitious.

In olden times, when necromancers would

-] fill the air with spirits, they had potent spells,

cabalistic formula,and various charmaby Whiieli
to evokeand control evil spirits. There is 8
much shorter and surer way thanall thatto fill
Put your *
liver.out.of order.__That is a_spell that never
fails. Dyspepsia will ralse more devilsin one .
day than ever Merlin couldina ‘year.

A good man, in good health, engaged In
business for which he is fitted, nnd wntented,

{ will'always be in luck.

. Poor luck goeswith slender jud;

indolence, with supersensitive pride,
digestion, with torpid livers, with }

ness and stupidity.

As all of us have flecks and'tints of nﬂ these

.elomenm, attimes, 50 we all of *us have our,

share of bad luck, - The height of ill luck is to
be born badly, to live badly, and to dio badly:
Lot every man blame himaelf for all his bad
fuck, nnd he wil} find a.cure for more tlmn half
of it. The rest is imaginary.. " - e
— Cnpltal weather,. Mr,. Jonm s capital
weather. My wife's got such a oold that ghe
can't speak. - I like such weather a8 this."
— Y dew declare, Salt if you don't loak
purty enough tew cat " ;
s Wall, Bolomon, 8 mt T eating as ﬂut as1

,,‘.\

can " roplied Bal, with her mouth fall’




