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REPORT

Ot the Joint Committee for the Investis
gation of Freuds Upon the Soldlers, Pre=-
gented in the House of Repsesentatives,

by Mr. Smith, (Chester,) April 25? 1864.

In Toe SexaTe, March 10, 1864

WHEREAS, i ’
jured, that certain mulitary ¢
unteer service of t

authorities of divers localitizsin this State, and
appropristed the money thus withheld to the
use of tha cfficers implicated; - .

And whereas, It is the duty of the Legisla-
tura to fee thut justice is mated out to the pri-
vate soldier, whise rights bave been thus
abusid, as well as to extend 6o lhp qﬁ'pevys
impljcatzd an opporteuity of vindicatiog ‘them-
gelves, if thess churges provo uafounded; theie-
fore, ba it Coh

Resolved by the Senate, Thot a committes of
three Senatels be appointed - to act in cocjonc-
tiop with & similér committee from the Houe,
(if the Houss shall appuiut- such committes,)
with power to send for persons and papers, and
to take such other st: ps a8 they may deem right
snd proper in the premises, in order to bring
io light the guilty parties, and to report to the

Legislature ut the carliest practicable.day.” ==

Os dered, That Meesrs. §T. CLair, M'Caspriss
and train be the corzmitiee on the part of the
Senatc, I . ~

Tue 1esolution was twice read and concurred
in, snd Mess:s Saitw, (Ctester,) Bup and Ban
GER were appsinted. as the committee on the
pact of the House, '

|Extruct fiom the Journal of House of Rep-} . i )
’ {74 The Fifty-fifth regiment of Pennsylvania vol-

resentatives | A. W, BENEUICT,
: Clerk uf the House 6f Representati!

In purcunnce of the provicioovs of the fore-
going tesclution, your commltté: met in the
North Committee Room of the Senate chamber
on the eleventh day of March, 1864, and imme-
diately proceeded with the examination of such
witnesses as from time to time wers broughi
before thew, up to the nineteenth day: of Aptil,
1864, when their lubors closed; not-because the
subjret was exbausted, or a!l the ground had
been traveled over, Which the testimony re-
vealed, but because of  the lateness..ot tbe’
seegion, avd the want of gufficient tithe to make
o more tull and complete iuvestigation. I

Your committee wera fully lwptessed with
the importance of the fact that owirg to fue
nawire of the case, and the.necesaity of- apply-
itg o epecdy if ot zn cff ctial remedy to cure
8 growl g ev-1ihat calls fur reform, if we woulii
atrest an antrage vpon the-1ighs of the citfzsi.
soldier, by ridding the service of officeis who

bave disgraced 1he unifore - of the serrice, and |

brought vbloguy upon the. prot ssien-of arms,
that hus in all ages of the worid been csteemed
a8 honorable in the highest degrce,; that to
delay their report till the next Scssion of the
Legislature would be to offer. immurity to
crimes on the patt of those who-have been
guilty of gross condact that, calls for prompt
pumsliment at the uands of the Qovernment
of the United: States, :

For weeks pravious to the .appotnimant of
your cnmmittee, the ear ¢f every nonest, high.-
miuded-citizen 1n the commuxzity was offcnded”
by the prevailing rumors of base and abomigs-
ble frauds beivg daily practiszd upon the un-
suspectiog, confiding soldlers, wh *were vol-
uuteeting in the scrvice of the country. These
frauds were of ¢ muliiform character, and weie
practised by uoprincipled men of all ereeds and:
conditions alike ; and it wasnot until cfficers
of high rank in the voluntéer parvice were
openly charged with guiley participation in
these frauds, thab it was deemed the duty of.
the Legislature toiptericre. .

By a wise ard faseeing statesmauship on
part of the present able head of the War De-
partinent at Washisgion, provision was made
tor the veteran regiments of voluntesrs, then
in the field, whose terms of service had not
yet expired, to re-enliat for three years or duor-
fng the war. Pending, this provision of the
War Department, two' calls” were made’ upoo
the loyal States of the North and Nirth-west
by the President of the Uaited States; to fili
up the decimated renke of the different corys
and divisious of ths army of the Usited S:ates,
gerv:ng in the field for the seppression ef the
rebsllion. By the liberality ot the. National
Legis'ature, the govermment offred lib-
eral bounties to-these veteran. :volunteers;
a3 well as to those who would enlist as new
recruits to Bl1 up the ranks of old regimentsn
the field. 'The patriotic pride of the people ol
Pennsylvanis, so far from flagging when the
government offered a large bounty for volun-
teers, it was only stimulated to renvwed energy-
and exertion, and in a few-days after the call for
new troops was made kuown, the various cities,
counties, boroughs and districts througheut

- this State weore vieing with each other “for the
honor of first Biling up the quota allotted to
each separate locality. To effcct this object,
our citizens, in a spirit of trus patriotlsm,
opened wide their pur:e-stricgs, and contrip
uted immense sums of moncy to pay lacal
bounties to such as_would voluntesr. Your
committes caunot réfraic from regrotiiag, that
while they commend the motiv. s that prompted.
individnal coutributions for local boupties, and
the laudable emulation that was digplayed by

the citizens of the:different . localities to secures|

their respective quotss of men, that the mo-
pey thus contributed had not been throwa into
a common fued to the credit of the State-at’

large, and the Legislature had made provision

to pay & State bounty to her patriotic.titizens,
both veternn and recruit, who re-ealist or vol-
nateer under * the recent calis’ of © the-
Piesident.  1f the mode above ivdicated
had been adopted, the necessity for such
an investigation us your committee his besn
engaged iu for the past few weeks, would have
never occntred ; and the di honest Shylocks;
uni ormed and unubiformed, who have di-graced
alike the profession of arm3 and the walks of
private life, wonld have been deprived of the
itl-zotten plundar they now possess ; whilosths'
guiltlees and confiding, bubt uasuspocting gui-
aier would have had allthe justice meted ous to
him taat the liberslity of our government and
citiz:ns designed for bim:  But this waswuot
doue, and in the tumult of excitement thatsac-
ceeded the 1ivalry of different localities to pro-
cwe within the presoribed period the sagposid
pumber of men 1equired, there were not want
Ang men who, for jucre and gaio, were ‘W lling:
toldeacend 1o the baseners of trafficiug in their
f::%o{‘:iﬂsfeﬂ;;hime!eﬁsly in the streets. of the
: oor State, in ¢ if i
. §0,they could but, pu’l‘,ﬂ(f.f’e“ day. if, by dolug
may soeid like hanl w,
mittee hesitate not to g
bhowever severe, §s su
anythiog iike a 1:ue
- ihat.bave been-practi
bave voluntestod to
flag of the Uuior,

ords, but youf“com-
‘s2rt that no language,
ficieutly terse to  pgive

s¢d upen ‘the men who
defend the honor of the
sand maintain, againgt para-

It is sllexed Ly the partics in-
fficers in the vol-
he United States have prac-
tised vxtensive fruuds upon the men of their
respective commands, by wit_bholdi_ng a large
portion of - the loeal bouctics paid by the

ey in theirpur: e. Thig)

bicture of the outrag:s:

sites and traitors, that government which has
been corsecrated by the blood of true patiiote
and pure men. But what langusge shallt be
‘employed to describe & man Wearing t«pq un!-
for of a culonel In the voluntesr servica who
could deliberately enter into a copepirary! with
a brother who is a ¢lellian, eeveral cfficers of
his regim=nt, snd a stool-pigeou  outsider,. to
sell the men of his own command for-a btipu=
lated price; and pay-thoss men less than be re-
ceived, whilst he, by falsehood and misrepre-
ssntation, led his men to believa that be was
guarding their interests, and could coolly sit
by to witness the success of his-scheme,; and
quietly . pocket the proceeds of his. perfidity
when the fraud was consummated? Yet just
such traneactions have been . bronght .10 | light
by the searching process of truthiul -investiga-
tion. The:eisa depthin villainy to which
| some men descend at the. fiurst piunge that
causes common minds toslivdder withmifright,
To such a depth have soms, of these descended;.
whose cases your committes will lay before the
~world, dlthough reluctantly, in all their joude
deformity, without prejudice or, partiality,:ia’
the hope that the action of the. Legielatuio in
| tbe premises will be speedily followed by the
proper department of the nationalgoverniment
with such measure of justice -as. the: natare of:
she'oase demands, . BT i SEES
Your committes are nnanimeaus in the expres-
sion of the hope-that the most prompt meavs
within the reach ot the War Department] may
Be adopted to purge the service of such officers
a8 have disgraced . thembselves by pariicipation
in the frauds upon the honest unsuspecting vol-

4

filched from them by those whoee duty it-was
t0 guard their interests with jualous care and.
scrupulous fidelity.. .

", THE FIFTT-FIFTH BEGIMENT P. V.. |

chard
ce of

{ unteer - infantry, commandéd. by Col.-Ri
White, was the fir.t . brought to- tho not
sour commiittes, - ' -
This regiment kad been:doing duty for the
past two years at Beaufort, Souih Carolina,
aud had re-eplistedin’ the wonth of Jaduary,
1864, and -were -esent. home to; recruit: | The
regimont arrived in HAYrisburg, Pennsylyania,.
on the early part'of Febroary, 1864.  iaia fow
days after the atrival of the repiment, a
soon as farloughs could be farnished; the
and file were permitted. to, 269&:& forjthéir re:,
spective homes, with orders to feport at Harris-
‘burg on & day -fixed in" their* furlooghs; | The'
‘téstimony;of some of ‘the win: eximioed showe,
“that bufore leaving South -Carolina every spe’
cies of subterfuzo was resorted to-by ithd Cap
tané of sowme of the companids, 'with'the kpowi-
adge i f the Coignel, in oider to 'mike up the”
- cequisite nomber. tu:enable the regiment tore-
. turs. - Toeflectthis object a numberof jmen,
“who'were unfit for daty in thé ficld for £ jong
"timie prior to the dase of thé departure of ' the
regiment from South Carolins, some-of. whum
had not dbue a day's duty for moritae, but who
wero'in hospitals, perdanent invalide, wdre oo
the rolls 4s fic for_duty; and finully smuggled
on-board of the vemeel and -brought-houe, iv
-defisnce of the order'of the Wur Dapartabat,
“and against the orders of ths Comwanding
Genceral and the examining Surgeon, in oider
to.swell the tunks of the regimott. Thiee of
those men belong to ‘company A commanded
“yy.: Captain: David Fox, . named reapectively'
"William: Raigey,»Bobert M'Kim and William
J Hammond: - = i RIS
* *Thy mén above pamed, with

rank

- 1 otherd, wero in-
duced to sign the oaih of ailegiascs, on re-an-
‘lisument, but.d:d not siga the declaration that
‘they ‘wero physically capable to perform mili
tary duty, on the arsurance of Captein iFux/
that as soon as they. aarived at Harrisburg: they
should-be discharged, ' Bainey had lost three
tingers of the right baud, Hamwond was totally

dissbled by debilitatiou from the effzcts of iy-
phioid fever, and M'Kim was subject toepileptic
fite.. Thess wmen, with tho rest of compsuy 3,
were furloughed, - wens home, remaived sowe
time, wheu they returned and - reported again’
"ut Harrisburg. - Both befuresthey lefs” Hurrls

purg and  vo.their return, tasy: cailed mpon
Captain Fox, to make out the'r papers-for their
sdischarge; according. to his promise made them
before lcaving' South Carolina, but” ‘héiparsist

ently refused to-furnish: them with thg _neces-
‘sary papers, alleging that it wae' necéssary that
“they should go. back to South Carolina, in or
der to have their discharges signed by theicom-
mandiog Geaeral ¢f the corgs to which :they

charge, Captain, Fox, a few days previogs to
iéaving for Soath Carolina, declared they néver
should bb diccharged till their time wag up;
sud thee three men were actually put on
board _the cars -to return with . the egi:
“imenf, by, direction of = thé” Colonel, : who
.wa3 also faily. cognigant of .the facts in their
cages, -and -would have "beén taken-back to
South Carolina, had it nist been.for 'the inter-
ferenca ;of your:committes, who requested: that,
.risburg would- order thera bafore . a:’'medigi)
-board of examination. ' T'ne-recult which;was,

daty, .and , they are now "in hospitals; itwo,
namely: Hammond acd ¥ Kim, at York, Penn-
sylvania, and Rainey at Camp- Cartig, ;near
Harrisburg. [

4
-fifth regiment re-enlisted, they werg 1ot credi--
Yed to oy particular logality; and Col. White,
‘finding that by order-of the W ar Depaxtment his
men conid byeredited to any loeality in Peonsy!-
vania'thay might select; set himself to work to
‘make ‘srrapgdidots: for - that ‘purpose, with a
view to make money ot of the trapsection. In

purpoee, he sclected, as his eoadjutorsin-the bi-

“who is a resident of Baltimore, 3d., & man by
the name of .A. B. Farqubar, a resident of
York; Pa., and Cupt.:David:Fox, of company A,
Fifen-fifth regiment, Pennaytvania voluateers.

Through theagestey of Farquhar, Gol. White
and. bis brother, Alexander M.. Whire, were put
in communication with 4 Mc Reuben Barnard,
of Chester county, Pa’, who wag tho disbarsiog
“agent of 'the coramissioners of Chester county,
Pa., and who was authorized, asappears by his
own testimony, to procare a large number of
‘recruits to fill thé quota of Chester county,

exceed a limited amonns por man. From: the
evidence of Representative M’Clelian,of Chester
-couify, we learn all the particulats.of 'this in-
terview, which we will give in h% own wdrds,
a8 follows:  “‘My connection with this business
-was b the requesiof our county commissionars,
to assist Mr. Bernard in procuring recruits 10
fill the quota of otf coanty. It was ploposed
"by Mr. Farqubar that he-'could get over-three
kundred men of Col. White's regiment. I ob-
jacted, to that, inasmuch as they were veterans,
| Liecanze:it:was doubtfal whether théoy would be

with Col. Bmiord, through a letter of jntro-
daction of M, Smith, of Chestsr, and in

autecrs of our State, whoee justd uts baveé béen’

nd a8 |

were attached; ‘and ' when. pressed for & dis-

the Assistunt Provost-Marshal Gencial .at!Har- |

that they were severally pronounced. uafit for

- It.appears that when the ‘men of’ tﬁé,:iﬁ‘ifty; :

order tbat there should be no failere in ‘hig

siness, his own brother, Alexander ‘M. Whito,

and to pay a locai bounty for each man amount- |
iog to such-sumsas he might agree upon, not-to-

credited to our coudty: " T:°had"an 'Jnter¢lew:

that iotervisw I'was not yel eatisfied that we
would get the credit. T had aa iotreduction
-| to Col. White, eithérin Cul. Bamford’s offics or
in the street. Col. White stated that he was:
sutisfied we could get the credit. It was pro
posed 'tosend a'telegraph to”the Secretary of
War making inquirics. Mr. Farqubar sent a
telagraph aod received as ansmer which satie-
*fied mre that they would be credit-d. Mr. Far-
quhar toid meeither then and therse, Or pre-
vious to that, that these men cou'd bs hed for
| two hundred and seventy-five dullars per man.

ruary. On Monday, by, appointmeni, Mr. Ber-
nard, Mr. Farqular, Gol. White, A. M White
snd wyself wint--into one of th:ir 100W8,
either the Col's. or A. M: White's, v rake.
arraiigements t0' pay'two hnndred and fifiy dol

lars per man: to Ool. White. Ho offered A,

White as security for the faithful performange:
of the trust, A" M. While auresing with hia:

to that effect.  Squire Snyder was employed tu
prepire such a bond, and it was sigoed in Beu-
ben ‘Beroard’s rosm at the:Jonés Holise. After
:he bond was prepared and pigaed, B. B:roard,:
Col. White, A, M, White aud wyself went over

money- toxGol..‘White's credit. Mr. Weir
was .not. in, and  we went .back aboubt nine
o'clock. A difficulty, arcse .as to the arrange-
wments . with the baok: A, M, Whits pro-.
poied that the money rhoufd be depceiied
to his credit. Mr. B:roard! objected to
that, and 8 ated that he would prefer to pay fhe
'men in person, to which A. M. White tock
‘some umbrage, es rather impeaching his io-
tegrity, avd-demanded Lis bond from Mr. Ber

dard, which was given up to him: .The con-
trolling idea for makiog this arfsngemant was,
that the men were away on furlough, cod that
it would be impossiblé for “Mr. Beérnard to pay.
them in persum, without a great déal .of &ou-
ble. Tbe next day Mr. Farquhar mads a now
‘srrangement,”which wes. thav the men should
.bo paid in person. ' Oa that day, Thiireday, the
28tu of. Februaiy, just ‘before we -commenced |
0. pay ‘the men; I heard Mr. Farqubar say.
that-tle’ men werd :to get. two: hundred avd
twenty doilarg aplecs, and the other: thirty
dollars to be. paid to. the colonel. (White.) "1
don’t recollect how . msny men. wote .paid on
that .day; . but I believe some eighteen or
twonty, and:the rest the next-wesk: Mr. Ber-
.nard- cousted the money. as "I marked their
oames on the rod;..and:I-did not know till this:
cvening but that the fen - recsived two hun-
“dred and seventy:five dollars aplecs. . 1. hud nol|
conversation with C)lone! White in making the
bargain; as to what was to be doue with the

_muney particularly, nor did I hear him:
Laay, ~ Did pst  kmnow .but - ihat :-the
‘méii Were 16 got two hindrad and fifty, dollars
paid dowa in cash,until & fa% wioutes before we
compisiited payiog. I dén"t'think Mr. Bérnard
knew 1t;Yachdke he connted'sut but twd hundred.

him,on information received from Mt Fdi qahar;:

and twenty dollars. Ool.. White was present, .
#nd did  pob objgct. -At.that T said’ to Col.

‘White, thatis the arrengement. Ho said, b Yos,

it was;” . From the foregoing. testimony we

have .the following facts. establishied beyond
doubt or cavil; viz: 1. That Col.. White, in ctn-:
Jjunction with bhis brother, A. M. White, and A..
"B. Farquhar, .did attempt to.eficck an arrange-

‘ment by which- the sum of one hundred-sud.
_thirty-eight. thousand dollars shonid-be putat
the role disposal of A. M. White, who -was /in:
uo wise respousibls to pay that sum, or ap
part thergof, to the. men- ot tho Fifty-fifth r-g
.ment; and failing in thataitempt A, pi. White
rolivguished the. transaction, on the rendition
of the bond by Mr. Bernard. fe
- 2, That:whien:Col, White, A. ‘M. 'White ard

‘Farqubar. fiired to induce M. Bernard to pl'n.ppy
the tunds at theabsolate dispordl of A. M. Whitd,

+tint - Fargubar, he  vixt day, renrwed the at-

tack, by proposing tuust the money thould be

paid to the men o person; but when'the agemst-
commenced the process of paying the'men, it was
at once dis-overad that. the sum of thirty col-
lars ghould; ba retained - in: each case for - the
benetit - of Col. . White, Mr. Farquhir, and l_he
other officers,of the Fifty fifth r giment,; which
amount was actually retaived from the begin-
ning to the end of thé transaction, this reveal
ing, in_-the most aomisiakable maunner. the
oriinal design of Col.- -White, A.- M, White
and-: Farqubar, whea they proposed. that the
wmoney;should:be placed ‘to . the - credit of A -
M White~that.these three; men should deal

they. .thought: proper; -in-’ other words, - pay

them just sach sums.as suited : their .purpose.

.Your committep cannot avoid: the conclusions
.drawn from thess.dsmning . facts, that a da kK
conspitacy had  bepn - deliberately . formed be-
_tween-Ool.: White, A. M. Wiite:and: Farqubar
10 défraud the men of. the: Fiity-fitth 1egiment
‘ot of a large portion. of the moury honest.y.

shich-they. had:been: credited by, Col.. ‘White,:
wiihout the least assent from.any of the men;
indeed; withput:their;knowledye ‘of -what dis-
‘pogitjon had been:made of thiem by-tbeir colo:
-nel. Suppose that the arrangement - first pro-
posed by these meun toMr. Bernard:-had been
assented to, and the en¥ire amount: of mouey
bed Dbeen - placed to the.-credit “of A.
White, wowid . not Col. White :have had
it in: iy -power to pay the -men just
such, suos a8 -pulted. his purpose; and. where
would they havehad a remedy ? .The men, it
is fair to_presusme, .had confidence in their
Colonel, and would have been gatisfied to_re-
Geive one hundred and fifty or two hundred
| dollars, in full, for local bounty ; or such other
'} sum as'the'Colonel and his confederates, A- M.
‘White and A. B. Farquhar, might agree upos ;
180 that the margin should bs large enough to

1 to do the very best for the interests of tho men’
of the Fifty-fith regimeat. It 18 too pal-

| pable“to- admit-of~doubt ' that;  1hstéad. of

making the . pitiful sam of thirty dollars per
mau, on three hundred and fifty-eight men,
which is ten thousand seven hundred and forty
dollars, which went isto the pockets of Coionel
‘White, on'thatitem alons, while Mr. Farquber
-got -stven thonsand  five hundred doilirs, ac
cording to bis owa receipt, dated March O,
1864,tbat the dividend would-have‘been'swelled
to  double; or treble, 'these sume, had the orig-
inal design not baen frustratedby the «bjection,
4o place the funds under the Bolé 'oogtrol of
A. M. Whité: - 'Colonel White had’jpeeured his,
‘wmen, ro bad Captain Fox, .toat they should
have the higheat bounty that was paid, to vot-
erang and recroits ; and the men believed them
| because_they. cobfidid. in their_bonor as men
and_officers, without the slightest suspicion:
that they were. to be deceived. . It will alco
be found that Colon:] Richard ~White
acknowlédges to have received from I.
‘B inard, a8 per recaipt, under date of ;Mﬂt'qh
- Ist, 1861,%00. accouct of the local bounty of
b Cheiter conrity, the"sum-of ten thousand;and
fifty dollars, and that the receipted rolle for
twenty-six men, at two hundred and seventy

i

This ‘I think was 64 the Jast Thutsdey: in Feh-.

brother (Col Richard Waite) in signing a bond |-

10 the Harrisburg Bk to deposit patt of the [

‘und fifty dollars to ihe ficst' map: I'then eaid to |;

that. the .men. were only to get two hundred:],

with, the men of-the Kitiy:fifih regicent asi

sming to them from: the county, of Chester, 10|

satisfythe patriotic desites of these worihies |-

dollars esch, niaking:the fartherst h: of seven
thousand -and. twénty: dotlirs, makiog: in_ the
aggrenate seventeer thousand and seventy dol
lare; avd' if wé presume tbaf be paid the bounty
to six men, two huovdred Jand-twenty-dollare:
each, aud retained hirty dullars off each man,
 bie pocket:d on that - item:seven Hundred and
eighty doliars. 1It.is worthy of remark ' here)
that.the sum paid by Cheater county. was two
hundred and seventy dollare, and it is:well
-established-that none of ‘the: men of the Fifty-
.fifth regiment received morsthan two hundred
Avd twenty dollars, so far as tHe testimony- ke
fore' your commiittee goss, except the eightéen
or-twenty-fhen; ipiid.on the firtt day'by Mess:s.
Bernard dand M'Cléllan. - If we:deduct .twenty
men from . thies’ bundredqud’ fitty-eight, we
have a to‘al of three hundred: and ‘thirty inen |
to. wbom. bat: twe: hunidred-and:akirty dojlars
1#as patd; if,.indeed; -all these om:'were paid,
- (the 1estimony.:shows that nine:at led:t have
sotheen:paid)) whichiwould leave:the :guii ‘of
fifty dol'ars retained: off* éach of thd threeHiun-
‘dréd and. thirty-thrée men, wakiog: the respect-
able cum of -gixteen thouszaud six hundred and
fifty - dollars -to:.be: accounted’: for by Colonel
White, ©... oo i oo Tl D T
-To show; ‘beyond a:doubt, that the: plan was
‘well laidl to.cover the:tracks of Colonel White
and these acting with him in thismefarious
busines:, 1t is-only-necsssary to refer to the
“formiof recdipt whith thiseimen were reqiiired
to sign;on receiving “thelr two hundred and
twenty dollars, iostead of two hundred and
‘séventt dgllars, to which they were entitled,
‘which is fa there words:
. *HARRIRBURG, February,24,1864. .
We,, the undersigned, veteran volunicers be’
jonging-to Golonsl- Richard White's regiment,
iNo;: fifty-five ‘Peondylvania volunteers, :have
this day 1ecsived of Rvuben Bernatd the local
.bouuty of Chester.county.”” . :
~~“The abova-receipt ia conched in such lan-
guage as to clote the door against all ipquiry
‘on- the.Bubject-of the amount received by the
men:of the: Fifty-fifth regiment: Penvsylyania
voluntecrs, so far as-the-record 'Is-coucerned; .
and'if Golovel; Wiite had. not been jntercepted
by this investigation; and’ come of -his victims
i froin his regiment.detained and’ examined be--
_fore’;your .comuiittée, his’ guilty participation:
‘ini these datk transactions . might:have‘escaped
that just exposure and punishment:it/soirichly
werits, until called to account before another

tribunsl, from which no adroitness or finesse
will'shield the gulity from the scrutipy of that

eya that néver slambsrs. IR
. Your commitles. Tegret the fact, that just
_about the time that thisinyestigariopywas io-ti-
.tuted the Fifty-fifth regimcnt Penneylvanis vol-
unieera . (Colonel B, .White) -was . ordered to
South Carolina, and thus.they wer@d_ep_rqv,ed of
,:ﬁe:qupqrtgmtx of .examining .. the .men. of
that regiment . ia Qetall, and thereby eliciting
om. the

z-mpuths; of living
19 € h . the ‘entire . travsac-
‘$ion : touching - the frandg that - bave been bat
vartially detected.. -But.your committee ‘are
faily warranted 1o eaying: that enough bas
teen disclosed to fix ppon 1he. Colosel: of the,
Fifty fifth regiment Bennsyivauia volusiears,
and Captaln David, Fox, of company A, of sald
.rugiment,  ihe: charge of wilfully and- kuoow-
ingly deceiving and defrauding their men;by
| 1he most shameless and bare

oF) .

a.: touch
\ly

| could resuth to, -
[ the expenss of .
- _s%mo‘ny@os ¢dnhn., Wilken-omzaal. Gitizen o
| Hemlock, ;Cimbria'couaty. fix| 8 npory LCaprade]
Eox:. = corgpany” A} TRty fitok Tegithent. . the
charge of having received the sum of réventy.
“doliure, 108t least fitteen cas 8 -which-anionut-
& d - 6..the sum ofeight bdudeed a.d “fifty dof-
"lars; he ‘huviifg ‘paid”to- thé "men’ bat tiws
hundred. dollates each, whitst he receive:i at
lgapt .twa,.huudred: and -scventy doliars, inae
‘much-ns they'were tredited t. Chvareftiunty,
sud that wa- the sum fize : for all th+ men of
shag, Fifty. fifth, regiment: -
ity wﬁ?ﬁ’z Captain Fox mada:the

Jorder- to. make..money at

“ths noanibdr w
ugr-em-nt-to get two hundred dullars each
-wag-fiftgen or- twenly - Your comuiiitde; bave
sssuined, as ‘the basis, the spallest number,
uamely, fittebnimen; in order to avoid theap«
pearance of doing injustic- to any wen.: The
m-ral torpitode of Gaptain Fux, in .this: bugi-
-uierd, I8 not t0'be meisired by t-e numbst or
wen he chested,:becuuse his guilt, in a moral

J-puint of view, ;would be as grent if practised

-extended to a; gredter number, o
..ZLe above remarks. relative toithh cobiduct
of Capt David: Fox, of .ocompany’ A, Fifts-firth
regiment Penusylvania volunteers, are equally
applicable to the -conduct of: Cabtain Walker,
| company: M, -Second -Peninsylvania ‘cavaly,.
who i3 as.deeply . implicated ‘1a- cheating his’
men and .retaining -their -local  bounty ‘mo-
‘mey as Fox is. The cases of: thiods, two
| anen, are. slmilar _in their -character, as will
be found by referevce to 1he testimony atcom-
pagying .4his- report.. Your éominiittée! can

.upon one victim of his deception as:1f ic had

.ot cloge, this report without edvertiog'to the |~

case of a Licutenant Diff,«who wag thiétfecruit-
dng agent of. the Governmént at Tndfana, Tndi
.ada county, Penngylvania. - Tois man, Instead-
of diecharging his duty to the Government as
an - honest~mansought-to do; resorted to the
most unmauly expedients to cheat and defrand
out-of -tueir ‘just ducs-those who wére entitled

thie! i proper. punishment ‘for his doplicity and
knavery; and-it-is-the hope of your committee
that-hs, with.al]l-those who have been datected
in like practices, shall ke summarxily dealt
with by the, proper anthorities. . The’ sooner
such ‘men are out, of ‘the service the :better it
will ba for tha moials of the volunteer army in
thefeld. 0 T s o
. THE'INVESIGATION IN PEILADELEHIA.
From informatioh which was commanicated
to yoar c mmittee, that frauds weré practised
-upon voluateer soldiers in Philadelphia, your
<committes deemed it a duty to proceed :to the
latter ¢ ty, to ipstitate an inquiry into the ‘ex-
istence-of malpractices on the - part--of officers
engaged in the recraiting service. '~ Accordiog-
ly, on the 84 day_of -March;:1864, -your com-
mitfee arrived at. Philadelphia, and: proceeded-
to examiue such witnesses as were brought be-
fore us, whose evidence we heard patiently for
a°whole day; but fnding that:the scope of ic-
quiry which might be opeced up in: that locali-
ty promised toiuvolve a length of time and a
field of labor that might:cccupy - montbs, your
comuitiee was compelled-to abandon -the .1n-:
vestigation in that qusrter, and retarn to their
duties at the geat. of Government. The late-
ness of the gession ond the certainty of a
speedy -ndjourntent, sdmdunished’ your com-
wittee of -the necéssity of bringing their lavors
to.a close, and we-accordingly retnrnéd to Har-
risburg on the 2d day of March, 1864..:.¢
... The result of. the investigation:-atsPhiladal-
phiia was of a most desultory and:iunoonsecied
character, embracing a class of cases that re-
quired ¢xtonded ioquiry, bat which came pro-

Lk J X - cod -pilsregresen- |-
‘tations and drtful decepions : that. bad men]

hoth, _tigth dbd'”{}égm’. Thel

: The witpess stutes |-

to the Government premium, enlisted as vete-:|
rang and recruiig,atlndiana; and is deserviegof |- .

thorities, if 41 0-¢ in ((wmaud wouid but do
their duty to the goveérnment and the men
nader their immediate command.  Ygur com-
mittée would:-remark hers, howevér; that the
.loos: and reckleis manner of doing. bostoess on
" part of the « ficers conuected with therecriiting

‘| service of volunteers, calls londly. for the' most

[ gearching iovestigation on the :arfof the gov-
Jsroment at' Warhington, aid the immediate in-
stiituti,on- of reform in that branch of the ser-
vice. et T ;
‘Mavy cagés of great hardsbip snd inhumeni-
-ty were broaght to the notice of yohr commit-
tes, which will clalm the:sttention of thd pro-
per authorities, a8 exhibired in the: testimony
 of the complaiatante, . which will accompary
“this Teport ;° but’which were beyord theireach
- of your dommittie, or we bélieve for want of
-the power.to- inaks such an’investigatipn as
‘wouid bs necessary, to expose-.the abuges that
have baen doubtless practised upos the volun-
‘teerd enlfited and detalied in barracks at Phii-
‘adelphia; Your ‘committee must, sy,  how-
aver, in.oné.ivetance, a sergeant distributed one
bundred and fifiy doilars whioh he had retsined
from the soldiers. ;

Your committes did not desire to enfrench
| upon the functions of the authorities of the
“general government, in:pushiog their inquirie:
tao far ; or into localities that come witnin the
proper sphere of Congress and the War Depart-
ment ; and they indalge ths hope that: even
these delicate allusionsto the fact that abuses
‘do exist at Philadelphia in the enlisting de-
_partment, may: be not altogether lost ; but that
1t may be the means of inducing thosé whose

{-whiose duty it is, to make inquiry, snd reform

any existing abuses that may bz discovered.

.. Your committee,.in conclusion, desire to re-
mark that, in their opinion, no time ghounld
bae Icst fa bringing to a epeedy trial those .offi
ceis whose conduct has brought repreach apon
the gervice ; thé moral effect of ‘which' upon
the mep.of their regimenta can produce ng other
result than that of inspiring the deepest con-
‘tempt for officers who covld descend tb the
low and unmaoly artifices to which théy re
,sdort to cheat and-defraud the soldier of his juat
dne. .- . = : .

It i3 the opinfon of your committes that Col -
onel Richard White, Captain David Fox and
Crptain Walker chould immediately be’ sum-
moned before a court of inquiry to answer
such cherges as the SBecretary of War shou’d
feel disposed to base npon this repost. . :

Your comm ttee deem it proper to add; that
F the grest length to which their report hasal--
veady been -oxterded, and the near approsch
of the atljooroment. of the Legislators; have
prevented them from iacorpora ipg .fote h
wany fustances of wiong which the cvidence
developed. They bave riven those instances
which seemed most especially to demand notic:
and as types of the whole. Yourcomnmittes
however, earnestly invite the attention of the'
Legis'ature and the military authorities of Gov-
ernment; a8’ well as the good citizens of the
Commouwealth, to the evidencencuempanyiny
the report, that all may agcertain - for them-
selyes the charac 'er of the wrongd perpetrated,
dibd that the cffonders, militiry acd civitiap,
may meet the kcorn of the community, even it
it should be foudd, what it s hoped muy. not
be the case,-thay they have 50 ‘arranged | their
plans a8 ta esc+pe the pun shment of crimjinals. -

All of which'ig resiectiully submitted, |

THOS. SI. CLAIR;" " |

CHABL"S . M'CANDLE:S,
. GEO, W_SIRIN, -+ !

"R, rRAZER SMITH,
"R.B_keED, . .
THOMAS J. BARGEF, |

R CE Gondaditted,
.. Attest—Capt. GUST L. BRA

?

UN, - ¢
. Cl-k o O -mmittee.

Pennsylvania Legisgatuu-?ea

BEPORTED EXPRESSLY "FOR THE TELEGEAPH.
) . SENATE.
AFTERNON SESSION. :
. . Fripay, April 29, 1864
* Mr. STEIN called up .House bill Noj 931,
“an act to authorize the Allentown Bank to in-
creage its capital stock. Pussed finally.

Mr, HOUSEHOLDER culled up:Sénate bill
No. 1118, an act to incorporate the Gettysburg
Battle-field meniorial association. Pussed
tinally. i L i
. .Mr. NICHOLS -called up- House bill No.
710,.an act to annul the marriage contract t-e-
tween Titus F, Cronise and Estelina Cronise.
Passed finally. S ! H
'~ Mr. GRAHAM called up an act to incorpo-
rate the: Pittsburg and -thiladélphia coal oil
company.. -Passed finally.: * -~ 17~

Mr. FLLEMING called up a supplement to
the chartér of the Philadelphia and Resading

failroad company. Passed finally. * §
Mr..GRAHAM callgd up :Senate bill No.
1029, sn act.to.incorporate
lum, - . RPassed fipally. . .o -0 o
Mr. JOHNSON iread in place an adt to
change the venue in the.case .of.Common-
_wealth vs. Henry B. Masser, (of the Surbury
“American, ) ‘from " Northumberland to, Union
eounfy, o 0 o o T R
‘Galled up by Mr. JOHNSON, :and passed
At 62 A,

the Allegheny asy-

- Adjourned.
"HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
AFTERNOON SESSION. - g
‘ R RipAy, April 29, 1864 .
‘The House met at 3 o’clock, r. .

. PUPLLIO. PRINTING.

was amended and passed as follows : .- °

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing
‘be instructed to inquire‘into the causesof the
delay . in - firnishing the Adjutant Geéneral’s
Report on the Gettysburg Cemetery, ordered
by the House. : .

' BEVISION OF BEVENUE. LAWS, . . -

Mr. BEED offered a resoliition, (which was
discussed-and adopted.) providing for the ap-
pointment of a select committee ‘of: five mem-
bers to take into. consideration the mode of
assessing and collecting taxes, and report at
the adjourned session of the Legislature.

7T PRIVATE CALENDAR.

The private calendar was tlien taken up,
and several bills were passed... A longdiscus-
sion then sprung np on & bill to rearrange the
districts 'in the ecity of Philadélphia for' the
election of- select counciliien. The bill was
advocated by Messrs. Watson, O’Harra, Miller,

.

Messis. Barger, Quigley, Hopkins and. Scho-
field, The bill passed a third reeding, and
the House adjourned. ' o

Present: Position of Longstifect's Foreer,

r

tion has been received here that Longstreet's
army is at present located at Charlottesville,
Virginia, a8 a reserve to the army under

perly within the province of the milltary au-

 own

M. i’ERSHING offeréd a resolution, which {

and Smith, (Philadelphis,) -and opposed by |

‘WasHINGTON, -April 28:-=Reliable -informa- |-

5y Telegraph.

Fortress Monroe,

————

DAMAGE TO VESSELS, &8

ForTrEss MoNROE, April 28.—The steamer
New York, Capt. Chisholm, while coming
down the bay last night off the mouth of the
Rappahannock river, was run into by an un-
known schooner, considerably damaging the
upper wood work and earrying away three of
the state rooms of the New York.
No one was hurt and no blame is attached
to the management of the steamer.

Major Mulford- was on board with rebel
prisoners from Point Lookout. .
The schooner Twilight, loaded with coal,
was ran into to-day, and sunk in Hamptoun
Roads, by the U. 8. steamer Iriquois.
The steamer Massachusetts arrived to-day,
with large mails from the Gulf, Hilton Head
and Newbern.

XXVIIIth Congress——Kirst Session.
SENATE.
‘WasHINGTOR, April 29.

" Mr. SprauGUE (Rhode Island) introduced
the resolution of the State of Rhode Island in
relation to the reimbursement to that State, of
the money advanced for the payment of offi-
cers and privates mustered into the United
States service. Referred to the military com-
mittee and ordered to be printed. -
Henperson (Missouri) introduced a
joint resolution providing for the printing of
copies of the report of the military commis-
sion, of which. Major General Irvin McDowell
wus President, to inquire into the cotion
speculation.
Mr. Grimes (Iowa) suggested that the Sec-
retary of War be requested to fornish the re-
port to the Senate. «

Mr. Henderson accepted the amendment.
Mr. Lane (Eansas) moved to add, if not in-
compatible in his opinion with the public in-
terest. - Adopted.
- On motion of Mr. Grimes, all the papers on
file in the executive office touching the sub-
jects under consideration, or any rerson sup-
posed fo be implicated in said report weres 10-
quested to be transmitted to the Senate.
The resolution, as amended, was then
adopted. .
Mzr. Conness declared the statement read
& cruel and base slander on Admiral Porter.
He had the highest authority for denying it.
Mr. Henderson was glad the Senator could
so suthoratively deny the statement. The na-
tional currency bill came up in order. The ques-
tion being on the Finance 1 ommittee’s amend-
ment to the forty-first section as proposed to
be amended by Mr. Pomeroy, by the insertion
of & proviso exempting from State taxation
that portion of the capital invested in or
based on U. 8. bonds. :
Mr. Olarke made an éarnest speech agains:
the amendment of Mr.. Pomeroy as being cal-
culated to interfere with State benking laws,
and array the banks of the States against the
national currency. e s

Mr. Pomeroy's amendment was' rejected.

Adjourned. v

... BOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Mr. Stevens (Pa.) said thet Mr. Blair kad
been allowed to go on in his own way, aud
Mr. M'Clang should have the surue privilege.
The Speaker replied that that was by con
sent of the House. )
On motion of Mr. Stevens,Mr. M 'Clung had
permission to proceed. He denied that he
had made any churge against the nulitary
member of & liquor speculation.  The latier

-could not control his vindictive - character,
and had said that the former was a Treasury

agent, which was not the fact, nor was Mr.
Bonner a Treasury agent until some weeks
after the liguor transaction. He(Mr. M'Clang)
was a great admirer of Secretary Chase, whom
‘he compared to an iron-clad, plated with six-
inch iron, and the individual pursutng him as
& Major-Geperal firing paper wads from a
pop-gun, end the sentinel not. aroused frem
his slumbers. - -
' Mr. Clay, (Kentcky,) as & member of the
select committee, reminded the gentlemen
that there was nothing in the evidence to
show that Mr. Blair was engeged in a liquor
speculation. : ' :
Mr. M’Clung said- he referred to the evi-
dence itgelf, and the House could draw its
own conclugions, ~The military member and
the eight officers of his staff who signed the
original order were cognizant of the.fact that
it had been altered. They were not only mo-
rally but legally bound by the act of the
former Michael Perren, who was their agent.
He repeated that they ratified the act, and it
would not now do to repudizate the act of their
agent. He was satisfied that the public
would come to a gimilar'conclusion. :Bequo-
ted from and examined the evidence in sup-
port of his position.
st D .
Markets by Telegraph.

Pmmmm,: April 29,

"

The duliness noted yesterday was not in

the least abated to-day. There was a limited

demsand for flour, but holders did not seem
disposed to meet the views of buyers; conse-
quently there was but s few hundred barrels
faken for export at $8@8 25 for fair exira
family, and $8 50 per bbl. for good. In the
trade the sales have been small, at yesterday's
figures. Rye flour continues scerce at $7 per
bbl. No transaction in corn méal. Wheat is
in demand, but there is very- little here. We
quote, in the absence of sales; red at $1 85@
§1 88; white ranges from $1:95@2 05. Rye
is scarce and wanted af $1 45@1 50. Corn
ig in demand at $1 35, but there is none ef-
fering. Oats‘arefirmat 88(@9%0c. Quercitron
bark—very liftle offering, and it is:in demand
at $40 per ton for-first No.-1. In:seeds there
is but little doing; small sales of eloverseed
at $7T@7 50 perbus., and 400 bus. timothy at
$2 753 flaxseed at'$3 874(@3 40. Provisions
are inactive, the holders keeping..up their
views, Whisky is unseitled and nominal at
1 30 per’ n. . e

B3 e gllon. o, 7 981; Reading Reil.

| 682: Morris Cansl 81; Long Island 473;
Penna. Railroad 78%; gold 180}; exchange on
"New York 1-10 discouz wen

7

Gold

o

ket :
o0 ‘New Yomk, April 29.

Gold fell't6 178 “ori's. ramor that the Five
per cent. legal tender Treasury notes were to
be withdrawn from circulation. Subsequesntly

. The

it rallied to 179,



