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From Washington,

The Reported Proposals of the Rebels
toS‘nz;g der Nashville,

bl SEOAC FLOTILLA.

pA7E 'OF THE PRESIDENT'S SON.

I\

postponement Of the ngpposed
Mumination.

—— ) e

RELEASEOF STATE PRISONERS

—t G
W asHINGTON, Feb. 21.

Itis believed that notification bhas been re-
ciived here other than that brought by the
Noifolk steamboat, relative to the reported
proposel of the rebels to surrender Nacshville.

The steamer Stepping Stone arrived at the
Navy Yard this moroing trom the upper flotilla.

Yesterday morning this steamer, with a
lauuch and buats crew from the Yaokee, went
on a reconnoissance up the Occaquan creek
some four miles.

Lient. Eastman sent out acting-master Law-
rence with the lauonch, who visited the vorth
and south shores of the creck, penetrating a
short distance into the iuteiior, but without

,' The Star-Spangled Banner.

—tens

g . .

Oﬁssy can you see by the dawn’s em-%‘ igb{

What o proudly we hail’d at the twilight's
last gleaming?

Whose broad stripes and bright stars thro’ the
perilous fight,

Q’er the ramparts we watched were so gal-
lantly streaming ;

And the rocket’s red glare; the bombs bursting
in air.

Gave proof through the night that our flag
was still thers |

Oh ! say does the star-spangled banner yet wave

Q’er the land of the free .and the bome of

i+ -tha brave? :

On the shore dimly seen thro’ the mists of the
deep,
Where the foe's haughty host in dread

silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’'exr the tower-

ing steep i
Ag it fitfully blows, half conceals, half dis-
closes ¢ .,
Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first

eam, .
In fuoll glory reflected now shines on the

s stream ; .

fiudiog any sigos of the mbel? ’ ., |"Tis the star-spangled bannert oh long may it

Just as thelaunch was leaving the south side: wave,
of the creek, a briek firo was opened on ther |- gy the land of the free, and the home of
by the 1ebels from five or rix field pieces, posted the brave ! o
inaclumb of wuod. Some forty shells were A .
thrown by the enery, all of whick lew uncom- | And where is that band who so vauntingly |
fortably near the * Stepping-Stones,”” but doing ., Bwore, : ,
no dnnznge save slightly tearing the flag. The| Mid the havoo of war and the battle's con-
fire wus returned from the Stepping-Stones, and fusion,

s howitzer in the luunch plunged a shower o
rfled shot into the cover of thu rebels, which
undoubtedly damaged them, as the fire of the
enemy soon slackened.

The following was addressed to the Sonate
and House of Representatives, but Cungress
adjourned before it was transmitted to them:

The President of the United States was last
evening plunged into afiliction by the death of

A home and a country should greet us no more !

Their blood shall wash out their foul foot-
steps, pollution ;

No refuge can save the hirling and slave,

From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the

grave, .
Aud the star-spangled banner ! in triumph shall
wave, .
C'er the land of the free, and the home of
the brave !

4 beloved child. The heads of the depurt-
ments, in cousideration of this distressing
event, thought it would be agreeable to Con-
gnes and to the Awerican people that the
ufticial nod private buildiogs eccupied by them
sbonld not be illaminated on she evening of

the 224 ivst,
[Signed] WM. H. SEWARD,
S. P. CHASE,
L. M. STANTON,
GIDFON WELLES,
EDW’'D BATES,
M BLAIR.

The Cabinet beld their meeting at the State
Department. The publie buildings will not
therefore be illuminated, the wrrangements for
that purpose being suspended. .

The followiug prisovers of state will be re-
leaged on the 224 inst., by urder of the War De-
partment, on their pavole of honor to render no
a'd or cowfart to the nemies in hostility to
the government of the United States, in accord-
ance with executive ordsrt No. 1 of the War

" Department, dated Feb. 4, 1862, in reference
to political prisoners.

i Fort Lafoyette—W. S, Caste, Guy 8. Hopkins,
David N. Waddle, Geo. W. Jones, N. 8. Ran-
«an, J. M, Ogden, Theo, Oteary, Robt. Buckly,

C. H. Marriott, Thue. Quigley, John Haigens,

J. O Burnett. M, Smitb, Kobt. M. Kaime, Ed-

ward C. Cattere]l, E. B. M’Cubbin, J. L. Cole-

Way, J. K. Runogll, P, O’ Brien, A. Thompsou,

Rutson Maury, E. M, Sones, Geo. Julius, J.

Garnett Guthrie, Christupher Lederidge. J. M.

Perking, Thos, Mtthews, Duniel C. Hall, R.

%.u\ls, Isiab Butler, Path Brady, ho. Brook-

Gunk, B.C. Holland, J. P. Juayne, William

P:[‘:e, J. K. Weaver, H. Stung, J. Junth, Wm.

S{erl‘ﬁarﬂn.—-}. R. Barbour, B. Barton, R.
X tkbe, R 8, Freeman, J. A. Douglas, P, F.
Bf“’f“m& Shacklsford, F. D. Flanders, Jas.
vaj' E}»lward Barned O'Neil, Wm. St.

‘:I‘LN - Charles Eeens, Wm. H. Gatchal, J.
W ‘\\"“ Yhomas, 1, F, Raisin, J. R, Fianders,
ks G 1, A. De Costo, Wm. H. Wiader,
B g, s, 8. F. Newton, E. Sibin, Parker

: hrf,{'?h. . C. Wyatt, Geo. Van Awmeringe,

" ‘f.“ﬂh" Wm. G, Harrigon, Robt. M. Denni

'@ T, M'Cune, H. M. Warfisld,

FROM NEW YORK.

v e
EECUTION o GoRpRN THE SLAVE TRADER.

———

REINFORCEMENTS FOR GEN. BURNSIDE,

—rt G

5§ FoReg INCREASED TO FORTY
THOUSAND.

—————

Vathaas New York, Feb. 21.
. aniel Gordon, the convicted slaver, was
noon m'xl};xy, in f’cha Toombs, He

1he unfortunat -

pted  to commit sulcide I“Ss;en?;%l: f;lty

uﬂfjkin
\ g e(:-igm‘s which Wers saturated with

e Post this evening sayg yei
beeu_senz to General Bu);us{:;nggﬁi?e'{ﬁ
tase his force to 40,000. ) W

h{\\'g
™
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derivay of Fort Donelson Prisoners,

—t e

Tw
a,riv:&“mwo hundred Fort Donelson prisonerg
lnorrowfs moruisg, and more are expected

TTT————-e—
B
URNING OF A LAKE STEAMER.

The CreveLaxp, Feb. 21.
t‘hmf slk:;m;l; Igm‘th Star was borned at the
":'1"! g Qllae” (UFS Bbout seventy-five

Carcaao, Feb. 21, *

Oh ! thus be It ever, when freemen shall stand
Botween their lov'd homes, and the war's
desolation. ‘
Blest with victory and peace, may the heav'n
. rescyed land, , .
Praige the power that hath made and pre-
served us a nition ;
Then conguer wo must, for our cause it is just,
Let this be our motto—In God be our truat.

"And the star-spaogled banner ! in triumph shall

wave,
O’er the land of the free, and the home of the
brave !

e
My Country, ’tis of Thee.
———t e

My country, ‘tis of thee,
Sweet land of Hberty, -
Uf thee I sing ;
Laod where our father’s dled,
Land of the pilgrim’s pride,
From ev’'ry mountain side,
Let freedom ring.

My unative country, thee—

Land of the noble, free—
Thy name I love ;

I love thy rocks and rills,

Thy woods and templed hills ;

My heart with rapture thrills
Like that above.

Let masio swell the breeze,

And riog from all the trees
Sweet frevdom's song ;

Let mortal tongues awake ;

Let all that breathe partake ;

Let rocks their silence break,
The sound prolong.

Our father’s God, to thee,
Author of liberty,
To thee we sing ;
Long may our land be bright
With fresaom’s holy light ;
Protect us by thy might,
Great God, our king.

1

My Own Native Land.

I've roamed o'er the mountain,
I've crossed o’er the flood, :
T’ve traversed the wave-rolling sand ;
Tho' the fields were as green,
And the moon shone as bright,
Yet it was not my own native land. ,
No, no, no, no, no, no.

Tho right hand of friendship
How oft have I grasped,

And bright eyes have smiled and looked

bland,

Yet happier far,
Were the hours that I passed

In the west, in my own native land.

Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes, yea.

: Theun hail, dear Columbia,

The land that we love,
Where fiourishes Liberty’s tree ;

"Tis the birthplace of freedom,

Qur own native howe,
’Tis the land, "tis the land of the free.

Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes, yes.
-

»
Tax Rresel DEFENGES at Fort Doveldon were
most formidable. They were well fortified on
two immense hills, with their fort near the
Tiver on a lower piece of ground. From the
foot of their entrenchments rifle pits aud
abattes axtended up the river, behind the town
of Dover. Their fortifications on the land

side, back from the river, were at least four
miles in length,
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| violable aitachwent, by services faichful and

citude for your welfare, which cannot end but

WASHINGTON'S FAREWELL ADDRESS.

TO THR PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES.
Friends and Fellow Citizens :

The period for a new election of a citizen to:
administer the executive government of the
United States being not far distant, and thel
time actually urrived when your thoughts must
be vmployed in de:ignating the persoo who is
to be clotued with that important trust, it ap-
pears to me proper, ¢specially as it may con-
duce.to a more distinct expression of the pablic
voice, that I should now apprise you of the re-i
solution I have formed, to decline being counsid-’
ered among the number of those out of whomr
a choice is to be made. )

justice to be assured, that this resolution has
not been taken without a strict regard to all
the &::idemtions sppertaining fo the relation
whiph binds the dutitul citizen to his country:
and that, in withdrawing the tender of setvice
which silence in my situation might imply, L
am influeuced by no diminution of zeal for
your future interest ; no deliciency of grateful’
respect tor your past kindness ; but am support-
ed by a full conviction that the step is compat-
ible with both. ' }

The acceptance of, and continuence hitherto,
in, the office to which your suffrazes have twice,
called me, bave been a unifoim gacrifice of in-’
clination to the opinion of duty, and to a defer-
ence to what appeared to be your desire. 1
congtantly hoped that it would have been much
earlier in my power, consistently with motives
which I was not at liberty to disregard, to re-
turn to that retirement from which I had been
reluctantly drawn. The strength of my incli-
nation to do this, previous to the last elec-]
tion, had ¢ven led to the preparation of an ad-
dress to .deciare it to yon; but mature re-
flection on the then purplexed and critical
posture of our affuirs with foreign natious, and
the unanimous advice of pereons entitled to:
my confidence, impelled me to abandon the
idea.

I rejoice that the state of yeur concerns,; ox-
ternal as well as internal, no longer renders
the pursuit of inclination incompatible with'
the sentiment of duty or impropriety ; and &
persuaded, whatever partiality may be rétaine
for my seryices, that, in the present circum-
stances of our country, you will not disapprove
my determination to retire, L

The impressions with which I first undertdok:
the arduous trust, were explained on thé pro.
per occasion. In the discharge of ‘this trust, I
will only say that I have, with good intentions,’
contributed towards the organization and ad-
ministration of the government, the best exér-
tions of which a very fallible judgment was
capable. Not unconscious in the outset, of the
inferiority of my qualification, experience, in
my own eyes, perhaps still more in the eyes of
others, has strengthened the motives to diffi-
dencs of myself; and every day the increasing
weight of years admonishes me :mors and
more that the abode of retirement is as neces-
sary to me, as it will be welcome. Satisfied]
that, if any circumstances have given peculj
value to my services, thoy were temporarf
I have the consolation to believe that, while
choice and pradunce invite me to quit the po-
litical scene, patriotism does not forbid it.:

In looking forward to the moment which ig
intended to terminate the career of my politigal
life, my feeliugs donot permit me to suspend the
deep acknowledgment of that debt of gratitude
which I owe to my beloved country, for. the
many honors it has conferred upon me; still
more, for the steadfast confidence with which
it has supported me ; and for the opportunities
I have thence enjoyed of manifesting my in-

persevering, though in usefalness unequal to
my zeal. 1f'benetits have resulted to our coun-
try from these services, let it always be re.
membered to your praise, and as an instructive
exainple in Our annals, that under circum-
stances in which the passions, agitated in every
direction, were liable to mislead amidst ap-
pearances sometimes dubious, vicissitudes of
fortune often discor ing—in gituations in
which, not unfrequently, want of success has
countenanced the spirit of criticism—the con-
stancy of your support was the essential prop
of the efforts, and a guarantee of the plans, by
which tuey were offected. Profoundly pene-
trated with this idea, I shall carry it with me
to my grave, as.a strong incitement to unceas-
ing vows, that Heaven may continue to you
the choiceat tokens of its beneficence—that
your union and brotherly affection may beg,
perpetual—that the free constitution, which is
the work of your hands, may be saciedly main-
tained—that its administration in every de-
partment may be stamped with wisdom and’
virtue ; that, in fine, the happiness of the peo-
ple of these States, under the auspices of liberty,
may be made complete by so carcful a preserva-
tion, and 8o prudent & use of this blessing, us
will acquire to them the glory of recommend-
ing it to the applause, the affection, and the
adoption of every nation which is yet a stranger
to it. ’

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a soli-

with my life, and the apprehension of danger,
natural to that solicitude, urge me, on an oc-
casion like the present, to offer to your solemn
contemplation, aad to recommend to your fre-
quent review, some sentiments which are ‘the
result of much reflection, of no incunsiderable
ubservation, and which appear to meall im-
portant to_the permanency of your felicity asa
people. These will be offered to you with the
.more freedom, as you can only sce in them the
disioterested warmings of a parting friend, who
can possibly have no personal meotives to bias
his conusel. Nor can I forget, as an encour-
agement to it, your indulgent reception of my
sentiments on & lormer and not dissimilar occa-
sion.

Interwoven as is the love of liberty with ev-
ery ligament of your hearts, mo recommenda-
tion of mine is necessary to fortify or confirm
the attachment.

The unity of the government which consti-
tutes you one people, is now dear to you.
It is justly so ; for it isthe main pillax in the ed-
ifice of your real independence ; the support of
youar tranquility at home ; your peace abroad ;
of your safety ; of your prosperity ; of that very
liberty which you so highly prize. Butas it is
easy to forsee that, from different causes and
from different quarters, much pains will be
taken, many artifices employed, to weaken in
your minds the convietion of this truth: as
this is the point in your political fortress
against which the batteries of internal and ex-
ternal enemies will be most constantly and ac-
tively, (though often covertly and insidiously,)
directed, it is of infinite moment that you
should properly estimate the immense value of
your national union to your collective and indi-
vidual bhappiness; that you should cherish a
cordisl, habitual and immovable attachment
to it; accostoming yourselves to think and
speak of it a8 of the palladium of your political

safety and prosperity; watching for its preser-

.1 ples
- Ibeg you, at the same time, to do me thea,rriumpned together ; the independence and lib-

whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it
can, in any event, be abandoned ; and indig-
nantly frowning upgon the first dawnivg of
every attempt to alieuate. any portion of our
country trou the rest, or to eufeeble the sacred
ties which now link together the various parts.
- For this you have:every inducement ot sym-
pathy and interest. Oitizens by birth, or
choice, of & common country, that couutry has’
u right ‘to concentrate your affections. The
name of American,which belongs tv you in your
national capacity, must always exalt the juet
pride of patriotism, more than any appellation
derived from local discriminations. With
slight shades of difference, you have the sume
religion, manners, habits, and political prinei-
—you have, in a ¢common cause, foughtand

€ty you possess, are the workiof joint counsels
ad: joing %@Wﬂm
and saccesses. i e el ]
i But these considerations, however ;wﬁg&
they address thernselvés to your sensi m@y’,‘ X
genvrally outweigued by those which “dpply
more immedia-ely to your interest.. ;Here every
portion of onrconntry finds the wost command-.
ing motives ror carefully guarding afid preserv-
ing the union of the whole.

The North, in an unrestrained intscooures
with the South, protécted by the equal laws:of &
-common government, finds in the productions
of the lutter, great additional resources of mar- |
itime and commercial - enterprise, and' pracious’
waterjals. of maiiafadturing. industry.- Taoe
South, in the same intercourse, benefitting by
the agency of tue North, sees its agricultnre
grow and* its‘ commerce expaud.  Turning
partly into its own chaunels tue seamen of the
North, it finds its particular navigation iuvigo-
ted ; and while it contributes in different ways
0 nourish and ‘increase the general mass of the
nativnal navigation, it looks forward to the
protection, of a-maritime; strength, to’ which
itself is unequully adapted. - The e, in s like
intercourse with the West, already finds, and io
the progressive improvemeat of interior com-
munications . by land .and:water, will more and
niore find a valuable vent for the commodities
which each brings from abroad, or manufactuyes
at home. The West derives from the Fast sup-
plics requisite to it growth and comfort—and
what is perhups of still greater consequence, it
must of necessity. owe the secure enjoyment of
indispensanle - oudets for ‘its ‘own productions,
to the weight, influence, and the maritime
strength of - thi Adlpatic side of the Union, di-
rected by an hdigiomblethcommunit.y of inter-
est ag omnqlioar on,: . ABY, other tenure by which
the Wesi canholé&fs essential advyanmge,

whether derived fromi ‘its own Beparate atrength,
or from an apostite ad

: d unnatural connexion
with any foreign power, must be intrinsically
precarious. B o

While, then, every part of our country thus
feels an immediate and particolar interest in
union, all the parts combined cannot fail to find
in the united mass of means and efforts, great-
er strength, greater resources, proportionably
greater security from external danger, a less
frequent interruption of their peacs by foreign
pations ; and, what js of inestimable value,

oy “irtist—doriva . fram’ wnim; st ¥xermpuon
from those broils and wars, between themselves,
which so frequentiy afflict neighboring coun-
ties, not tied together by the same govern-
ment, which their own rivalship alone would
be sufficient to produce, but which opposite
foteign alliances, attachments avd intiigues,
would stimulate and embitter. Hence, like-
wige, they will avoid the necessity of those
overgrown military establishiments, which, un-
der any form of government, are inauspicious
o liberty, and which are tu be regarded as par-
ticularly hostile to republican liberty. In this
sense it is, that your Union ought to be consid-
ered as & main prop of your liberty, and that
the love of ‘the one 6ught to endear to you the
preservation of the other.

These considerations speak a persuasive lan-
guage 10 every reflecting and virtuous mind,
and exhibit the continuance of the Union as a
primary object of patriotic desire, Is there a
doubt whether a common government can em-
brace 8o large a sphere? Let experience solve
it. To listen to mere speculation in such a g.ge
were oiiminal. . Wo are authorized to hope that
a proper organization of the whole, with the
auxiliary agency of governments for the re-
spective sub-divisions, will afford « happy issue
to the experiment. 1t is well worth a fall and
fair experiment. With such powerful and ob-
vious motives to union, affacting ‘all parts of
our country, while experience shall not have
demonstrated its impracticability, there will
always be reason to distrust the patriotisin of
those who, iu any quarter, may endeavor to
weaken its bands.

In contemplating the causes which may dis-
turb our Uniun, it occurs as matter of serious
concern, that any ground should have been tur-
nished for characterizing partics by geographical
discriminatious —northern and  southern— Atluntic
and western ; whence designing men may en-
deavor 10 uxcite a belief that there is a real dit
ference of local interests and views. One of the
«xpedients of party to acquire influence within
particular districts, is to mis. epresent the opin-
ions and aims of other districts. You cannot
shield yourselves too much against the jealous-
ies and heart burnings which spring from th
wisrepresentatious ; they tend to render alien
tu each other those whu ought to be bound
together by fraternal affection. The inbabit-
ants of our western country, have lately had
a useful lesson on this head ; they bave: seen,’
@n the negotiation by the Executive, and in
the unanimous ratification by the Benate, of
the treaty with Spain, and in the universal sat-
isfaction at that event throughout the United
States, a decisive proof of how unfounded
were the suspicions propagated among them,
of a policy in the general government and in
the Atlantic States, unfiiendly to their inter-
ests in regard to the Mississippi. They have
been witnesses to the formation of two treaties,
that with Great Britain and that with Spain,
which secure to them everything they could
desire, in respect to our foreign relations, to-
wards confirming their prosperity. Will it not
be their wisdom to rely for the preservation of
these advantages on the Union by which they
were procured ! Will they not henceforth be
deaf to those advisers, if snch they are, who
would sever them from their brethren and con-
nect them with aliens?

To the efficiency and permanency of your
Union, a government of the whole is indis-,
pensable. No alliances, however strict, be
tween the parties, can be an adequate sustitute;
they must inevitably experience the infractions
and interruptions which all alliances, in all
times, have experienced. Sensible of this mo-
mentous truth, you have improved upon your
first essay by the adoption of a constitution
of government, better calculated than your
former, for an intimate union, and for the effica-
cious management of your common concemns.
This government, the offspring of our own
choice, uninfluenced and unawed, adopted upon
foll:-investigation and mature - deliberation,

ergy, and containing withih itself a provision
for its own amendment, has g just claim to
your contidence and your support. Respect for
its authority, compliance with its laws, acqui-
escence in its measures, are duties enjoined
by the fundamental maxims of true liberty .—
The basis of our political systems is the right
of the people to make aod alter their constita-
tions of government. But the OQonstitution
which at any tinie exists, until changed by an
explicit and suthentic act of the whole people,
is sacredly obligatory upon all. The very idea
of the power and the right of the people to
establish goveroment, pre-supposes the duty of
the individual to obey the established govern-
ment.

All obstructions to the execution of laws,
all combinations and .associationssneder what-
ever plausidle. character, with the real design
to-difect, control, counteract, or awe the regu-
lar deliberation’ aud action of the constituted
authorities, are destructive of this fandamental
principle, and of futul tendency. They serve
to orguuize faction, to give it an artificial and
extraordinary foice, to put in the place of the
delegated will of the nation the wiil of party,
often a small but artful and enterprising wi-
nority of the community ; and according to the
alternate triumphas of different parties, to make
tiie public administration the mirror of the ill-
conceited 'and incongruous projects of fuction,
rather than the orgun of consistent and whole
some plans, digested by common counsels, and
modified by mutual interests, ’

However cowbinations or associotions of the
above deecription may now and then answer
popular ends, they are likely, in the course of
time and things, o become potent engines, by
which cooning, ambitious, and unprincipled
men, will be enabled to subvert the power of
the people, and to usurp tor themseives the
reing of government ; destroying afterwards the
very engines which bad lifted him
dominion, .

Towards the preservation of your govero-
meat and the supremacy of yéur present happy
state, it as requisite not only that you steadily
discountenance irregular opposition to its ac.
knowledged authority, but'also that you reslst
with care the spirit of innovation ‘upon its prin-
ples, however specious: the pretexis. One me-
thod of assault may bs to effect, in the forms
of thu constitution, alierations which will im-
pair the energy of the system, and thus to un-
termine what cannot be direttly ‘overthrown.—
In ull the changes to which gou may be invited,
remember that time and habit are at least as
necessary to fix the true character of govern-
ments, a8 of other human instiiutions; that ex-
perience is the surest standard by which to test
the renl tendency of the existing constitution of
a country; that facility in changes, upon the
credit of mere hypothesis and opinion, exposes
to perpetual change from'thé endlcss variety of
hypotheris and opinion ; and remember especi-
ally, that for the efficient management of your
common interests, in a cuuntry, so extensive as
ours, a government of 8o much vigor.as is con-
sistent with the perfect security of liberty, is
indispensible. Liberty itself will find in such a
government, with powers properly di
little else than a name, where the govemmen't.
is too feeble to ‘withstand ‘the entérprises of
faction, to confine each member of the society
within the limits, prescribed by the laws, and
to maintain all in the secure and tranquil en-
Jjoyment of the rights of person and property.

I have already intimated to you the dunger
of parties in the State, with particular reference
to the founding of them-on gevgraphical dis-
criminativn. . Let me now take a more com-
prehensive view, and warn you in the most
solewsn manuer against the baueful effccis of
the spirit of party gencrally.

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from
our nature, having itsroot in the sirongest pas-
sions of the human mind. It exists under dif-
ferent shapes in all governments, more or less
atifled, controlled, or repressed ; bnt in those of
the popular form it is seen in its greatest rank-
ness, and is truly their worst enemy. .

The alternate domination of one faction over
another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge
uatural to party dissensions, which, in different
ages and countries, has perpetrated the most
boriid enormities, is itself a frightful despo-
tism. But this leads at length 10 a more for-
mal and permanent dezpotism. The disogders
aud miseries which resul, gradually incline the
minds of men Lo seek security amd ropose in
the absolute power of an individaal ; and soon-
er or later the chief of some prevailing taction,
more able or moure fortunate than his competi-
tors, turns this disposition to the purposes of
nis elevation, or the ruius of public libeity.

Without lovking furward to an extremity of
this kind, (which, nevertheless, ought not to
be entirely out of sight,) the comwon and con-
tinual muschiefs of the spirit of party are sof-
ficient to make it the interest and duty of a
wise people to discourage and restrain it.

It serves always to distract the public coun-
sels ‘and enfeebls the public administrativn. —
Ic agitates the commuuity with ill-fuunded
jealousics and false alarms; kiodles the ani-
mo-ity of one part agaiost the other ; foments
occasional riot aud insurrection.
duor to foreign ivfluence and corruption, which
finds o facilitated access to tie government
itself, through the channels of party passions.
‘hus the policy and the will of one country are
subjected to the policy and will of aunother.

'K'here is an opiniou that parties in free coun-
tries are useful checks upon the administratic-n
ot the government, and gerve to keep alive the
spirit of liberty. ‘Lhis, within certain limits,
is probably tiue; and in governments of & mo-
narchial cact, patriotism may look with iudul-
gence, if not with favor, upon the spirit of
party. Butin those of the popular character,
in governments purely elective, it is a spirit not
to be encouraged. From their natural ten-
dency, it is certain there will always be enough
of that spirit for every salntory purpose. And,
there being constant daneer of excess, the effort
ought to be, by force of public opinion, to miti-
gale and assuage it. A fire not to be queuched,
it demands a uniform vigilance to prevent its
bursting into a flame, lest, instead of warming,
it should consume. R

1t is important, likewise, that the habits of
thinking in a free country should ingpire caution
in those intrusted with its administration, to
confine themselves within their respective con-
stitutional spheres, avoiding, in the exercise of
the powers of one department to encroach upon
another. The spirit of encroachment tends to
consolidate the powers of all -the departments
in one, and thus to create, whatever the form
of government, a real despotism. A just esti-
mate of that love of power and proneness to
abuse it which predominate in the human
heart, is sufficient to satisfy us of the truth of
this position. The necessity of reciprocal checks,
in the exercise of political power, by dividing
and distributing it into differeat depositories,
and constituting each the guardian of the pub-
lic weal against invasion by the others, has
been’ evinced by, experiments, ancient and
modern; some of them in our own.co! and

coniplétely free in its principles, in the distri

vation with jealous anxicty:; discountenasicing

bation'of its powers, uniting seturity with en-

under ‘our own eyes. 'T0 pregerve them must be

to unjust |

buted,’
§-und adjaBUEQ; Tto porcot g unrding.r Ee-dy indeed,

1t opens the -

as necessary as to institute them.' If, in the
opinion of the people, the distribution or modi-

fication of the vonstitutional powers be in any

particular wrong, let it be corrected by an

.amendment in tue way which the Constitution

designates. But let there be uo chauge by
usurpation ; for though this, in oue instance,
may be the instrument of good, it is tue cust »
mary weapon by which free governments are
destroyed. ‘L'hs precedent must always greatly
overbalance, in permanent evil, any parti.l or
transient benefii which the use cau at wuy time

yield. :

Of all the dispositions and babits which lead
to political- prospenity, Religivn und Morality
ure indispensable supports. Iu vain would that
man clsim the tribute of patriotism, whu shouid
labor to subvert these great pillars of bumsan
happiness, these firmest prups of tbe duties of
meu and citizeus. The mere politiciun, equally
with the pious man, ought to respect and to
chrish them. A volume (ould nut trace all
their counexions with private and public f. lioi-
ty. Let it simply be asked, where is the secu-
tity for property. for reputation, fur life, if the
sense of ieligivus obligation desert the oaths,
which are the instruments of iuvestigativn in
courts of justico? Aud ict us, with caution,
indulge the suppositiun that morality can be
mamntaineg without rcligion. Whatsver may
be conceded to the inluence of retined educa-
tion on minds of peculiar structure, reason and
bxpericncy both forbid us to expect that na-
tional morality can prevail in exclusion of reli-
gious principles.

It is substautially true, that virtue or moral-
ity is n necessary gpring of popular government.
I'nerule indeed extends, with more ur less toice,
to every species of free government. Who,
that is a sincere friend to it, can look with in-+
difference upon attempts to shake the founda-
tion of the fabric?

‘Promote, then, a5 an object of primary im-
portance, institutions for the general diffesion
of knowledge. In pruportion as the structure of
a government gives 1orce to public opiuion, it
is essential that public opinion should be en-
lightened. .

As o very importaut source of strength and
sccurity, cheiish public credit. Que wmethod of
preserviny it is, to uce it as sparingly a8 possi-
‘ble, avuiding occasivas of expense by cultiva-
ting peace, but remembering also, tuat timely
disbur-ements, to prepare for dunger, frequent-
ly prevent much greater disburssments to repel
it; avoiding, likewise, the accumulation of
dobt, not only by shunning occasious of ex-
pense but by vigorous exertions, in time of
peace, to discharge the dvbts which unavoida-
ble wars may have occasivned, not ungenerous-
ly throwing upon posterity the burdea which
we ourselves ought to bear. Toe execution of
these maxims belongs to our representatives,
but it is necessary that pu*lic opinion should
co-operate. To facilitate to them the perfor-
mance of their duty, it is essential that you
should practically bear in mind, that towards
the payment of debts there must be revenue ;
that to have revenue there must be taxes ; that
no taxes can be devised, which are nut more or
less,jnoonvenient and wapleasant ; that the in-
‘rinsic gémbarTassment inseparable from the
selection of the proper object, (which is ulways
a chuice of difficnities,) ought to be a decisive
motive for a caudid coustruction of the conduct
of the government in making it, and for a
spirit of acquiescence in the meusure for ob-
taining revenue, which the public exigencies
may st any time dictate.

Observe good faith and justice towards all
nations ; cultivate peace aud harmony with all.
Religion and morality enjoin this cunduct, and
can it be that good policy does not equaliy en-
joio it? It wiil be worthy of a free, enlighten-
ed, and, in no distans period, a great nation, to
give to maukind the magoanimous aud tog
novel example of a people always guided by an
exalted jusiice and benevolence. Who can
doubt bat, in the course of time and thiugs, the
fruits of such a plan would richly repay any
temporary advantage which might be lost by s
steady aduerence to it; can it be that Provi-
deuce has not connected the permanent felicity
of a palion with its virtue? The vxperiment,
at least, is recommended by every sentiment
which ennobles human nature. Alas! it is
rendered impossible by its vices.

Iu the execution of such a plan, nothing is
more essential thun that permanent, inveterate
antipathies againat particular nations, and
sionate attachments for others, should be ex-
cluded ; and that in place of them, just, amica-
ble feelings towards all should be cultivated. —
‘The nation which indulges towards anvther an
habiwnal hatred, or an hibitual fundoess, is in
sume degres a slave. Itis a slave to its ani-
mosity or to its affection, either of which is
sufficient to lead it astray from its duty or its
interest.  Antipathy in oue nation against
another, dispuscs each more readily o offer
insult and injury, to lay hold of slight causes
of umbrage, unu to be haughty and iutractable
when accidental or trifling vccusions of dispute
occur. Hence, frequent collisions, obstiuate,
eovenomed by ill-will and rcsentment, some-
times impel to war tue governmeut, coutrury
to the best calculations of pulicy. The govern-
ment wometimes paricipates in the national
propensity, and adupts, through passion, what
reason wonld reject ; at other times, it makes
the animusity of the nation rubservient to pro-
jects of hostiiity, instigated by pride, ansbition,
und other sinister aud pernicivus motives. Tue
peace often, sumetimes ' perhaps the liberty, of
nations, has beeu the victim.

So, likewise, a passionate attachment of one
nation for another, produces s varicty of evilg,
Sympathy tor the favoiite nation, faciliating
the illusiun of an imuginary common interest,
in cas 8 where no real common intere-t exists,
and infusing into one the enemies of the otuer,
betrays the tormer into & participation in the
quarrels and wars ot the latter, without ade-
quate inducements or justificavion. In leads
1180 to conc: ssions to the tavorite nation, of
privileges denied by others, which is apt duubly
to injure the nation making the concessloggaby
unnece:sarily parting with what ought to have
been retained, and by exciting Jﬂak’“ﬂ)’y}“ will,
and a disposition to 1etaliate in the parties from
whom equal priviteges are Withheld ; and it
gives to ambitivus, corrupted or deluded citi-
zens, (who devote themselves to the f.vorite
nation,) factlity to betray, or gacrifices the inte-
rests of their own country, without odium,
sometimes even with popularity ; gilding with
the appearances of a virtuous gense of obligation,
a commendable deference for public opinion, or
a laudable zeal for public goed, the base or fool-
ish compliances of ambition, corrupt.on or in-
fatnation. L
As avenues to foreign influences in innumera-
ble ways, such attachments are particularly
alarming to the truly enlightened and indepen-
dent patriot. How many opportunities do they
afford to tamper with domestic factions, to prac-
tice the arts of seduction, to mislead public
opinion, to influence or awe the public councils?
Such an attachment of a small or weak towards
& great and powerful nation, dooms the former
to be.the satelite of the latter.
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