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Fro Washington,|

The Reported Proposalé of the Rehels|

to Surrender Nashville.

et e

yaoM THE POTOMAC FLOTILEM.|

[~ YO

Reconnolssance up the Occoquan Orgck;
e ’

pEATH OF THE PRESIDENT'S SON.

B

postponement Of the Propoged
umination. ‘
RELEASEOF STATE PRISONERS

———— .
W asHINGTON, Feb. 21.

It i3 believed that notification bhas been re-
¢rived here other than that brought by the
Norfolk steamboat, relative to the reported
propusal of the rebels to surrender Nashville.

The steamer Stepping Stone arrived at the
Navy Yard this moroing from the npper flotilla."

Yesterday morning this steamer, with a
launch und boats crew from the Yankee, went
on & reconnoissanca up the Occaguan creek
some four miles. :

Licut. Eustroan sent out acting-mastor Law-
rence with 1he Jaunch, who visited the north
»nd gouth shores of the creck, penetrating a
short distance into the ioterior, but without
finding any signs of the rebels.

Just as the lannch was leaving the south side
of the creek, a brisk fire was opened on them
hy the rebels from five or six field pieces, posted
inaclomb of wood. Some forty shells were
thrown by the enemy, all of which flew uncom-
fortably near the ‘'Steppiug-Stones,” bat doiog
no damage save slightly tearing the flag. The
fire was returned from the Stepping-Stones, and
& howitzer in the launch pluoged a shower of
rfled shot into the cuver of the rebels, which
undoubtedly damaged them, a8 the fire of the
cnemy 8oon slackened.

The followiog was addressed to the Senate
aud House of Representatives, but Congress
adjourned before it was transmitted to them:

the President of the Uuited States was last
evening plunged into affliction by the death of
a blovel child. The 'heads of the depart-
ments, in consideration of this distressing
event, thought it would be.agreeable to Con-1
grss and to the Awerican people that:the

sbould not be illuminated on the evening of

the 224 iost.
[Signed] WM. H. SEWARD,
S. P. CHASE,

1

man, J. K Ruanell, P. 0'Brivn, A. Thompson,
Rutson Manry, E. M, Sones, Geo. Julius, J.
Guaruett Gutlirie, Christopher Lederidge. J. M.
Pcrk‘ms, Thos. Matthews, Daniel C. Hall, R
Lewis, Isiah Butler, Path Brady, Tho. Brook-
bank, . C. Holland, J. P. Juayne, William
Gtwse, J. H. Weaver, H. Stung, J, Junth, Wm.

&ll’y,

Si'grl Wairen.—J, R. Barbour, B. Barton, R.
: bl R 8, Freeman, J, A. Douglas, P, F.
Shackleford, F. D, Flanders, Jas.
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S0 Humag, 11, F. Raisin, J. R. Flanders,

RS g B, A De Costo, Wm, H,

: b fhons, 8. F. Newton, E. Sibin, Parker

. "ig‘?h. G. 0. Wyatt, Geo. Vau Ameringe,

. % ish, Wm. @, Harrison, Robt. M. Denni
' Vo T. M'Cune, H, M. Warfield.
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NFORCEMENTS FOR GEN. BURNSIDE.
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%8 FORCE INCREASED TO PORTY
THOUSAND,
—— )

Fathagial New York, Feb. 21.

Secuted gt Sordon, ¢

n0on tg-d,

ehnipe, Were eaturated with

The Poet this evenin
g 8a; i
?:c'}e Yeen sont to General Bu);zsi?;u:(;l‘r:""?ehts
%5 hig force to 40,000, » hieh wilt

r Blest with victory.an
official sud private buildiugs ocoupled by them4— - ;

Then conquer we must,-for.our cause

8 Keene, Wm, H. Gatchal; J. |- .
Winder, |,
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+  The Star-Spangled Banner.

Oh.! say can-you see by the dawn's early th't
‘What so proudly. we bail'd at the twilight's

- last.gleaming®. - - Co :
Whose broad stripes and bright stars thro’ the

. perilous fight, . : - - : R

.O'er the ramparts we. watched
lantly streaming ;

And the rocket's red-
in air.’

.Gave proof through the night
i wag still there | e L
Oh! gay does the star-spangled banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free and. the. .home of

the brave?. . : :

On the shore dimly seen thro' the mists of the
‘deep;, ' ;
Whero the foe's baughty host in dread.

silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’er the tower-

- ing steep
.'Ag it fitfully blows, half co_uceals, half dis-
~ ¢ closes ’ C
Now it catches the gleam onf the morning's first

were 8o gal-

that our flag

. benm, . R :

" In fall gloryreflected now shines on the
' stream ;. L
'Tis the atar-spangled banner [ oh long may it

wave, '
O'er the land of the free,
the brave ! -

And wheye is that band who so vauntingly
. BWOre,, -
- Mid the havoo
fusion, . - ; e
A homeand a country should greet tis no more ?
Their blood shall -wash out their. foul foot-
staps, . pollution ;
No refuge can save the hirling and slave,
From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the

and the homs of

of war md theb br;tt]e's con-

grave, .
And the star-spangled bannar! in triumph shall
wave,
C'er:the land of the free
* " thebrave! - ‘ . .
Oh! thus be It ever, when.freemen shall stand

Botween their lov'd homes, and’ thie’ war's
*  desolation.

,and the home of

d , IMAY tﬁa heav'n:
“resca e tand; poace, may e T

' Praise the power that hath m

. ade and pre-|
served us & nation ; VLo

” . it 'is j;];t,
Let this be our motto—Ia God be our trust.

E. M. STANTON, . |And the:star-spapgled:higner Iin tivmph:ahail
GIDEON WELLES, .| ~ wave, O A
EDW’'D BATES, - - | O'er the land of the free, and the homs of the
M BLAIR: R bravel: 2 RS- SR S O
The Cabinet lield their meeting at the State e —

Department. 'The publie buildings will not "My Country, *tis of Thee.

therefore be illuminated, the arrangements for Lo :

that purpose being suspended. : - : . ;

The followiug prisoners of stats will be re- My country, ‘tis of theeL
leased on the 22d inst., by urder of the War De Sweet land of liberty, . = |
partment, on thelr parole of honor to render no Of thee I sing ; ,
L aid or comfort to the ¢nemies in hostility to |- Land where our f‘_‘ﬂ}" 8 died,

the government of the Unifed States, in accord- Land of ,t.ho p;lgnm_ 3‘ pride, -

ance with executive ordsr No. 1 of the War Krom ev'ry mountain' sida, -

aepalr_tmelnt, dated Feb. 4, 1862, in reference Let fresdom ring. o

political prisoners, My native country, thee—
Fort Lafayette—W. §. Caste, Guy 8. Hopkins, Laynd of the nobg,' free—

David N. Waddle, Geo. W. Jones, N. 8. Ran- Thy name I love ;

«an, J. M. Oglen, Theo. Olearv, Robt, Buckly, I love thy rocks and rills, -

C. H. Marriott, ‘Thos, Quigley, John Haigens, Thy woods and templed hills ;

J. 0. Burnett. M. Smitn, Robt, M. Kaime, Ed- My heart with rapture thrillg ;

ward C. Catterell, E. H. M'Cubbia, J. L. Qole- Like that above.

Let music.swell the breeze,

And ring frony all the treés
Sweet frecdom's song; .

Let mortal tongues awake ; -

Let all that breathe partake ;

Lat rocks their-gilence break
The sotnd prolong.

Our father's God, to thee
Author of liberty, - - -
To thee we sing ;. -
Long may our land be bright
With freedom’s holy light ;
Protect us by thy might,
Great God, our king. . ..

My Own Native i:.aknd. ‘

I've ronmed o'er the mounntain,
I've crossed o’er the -Rood, = - -
" I've travarsed the wave-rolling
The' the fields were as green, . :
And the moon shone a8 bright,
Yet it was not'my own vative land,
’ No, no, no, no, o, no.. :. -

'fha right hn.nil.of_ frléﬂdship
How oft-haveI:grasped;
- And bright ‘eyes ‘have

bland, .
¥et bappier far,
Were 'the hours that.I passed

In the west, in.my own.native Jand,
: - -Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes, yea.

Then hail, dear Columbia,

The land that we love, .. -
" Where flourishes Liberty's tree ;

"Tia the birthplace of freedom,. .
: Our own native howe, ~ -
¥ 'Tis the land, "tis the land of the free.

* Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes, yes. . ¢

R t‘ 1

Toe repx. DeFEnoEs at Fort Dot
most formidable. "They ware well fortified on

¥

‘sand

smiled and looked{

‘Dovelson were

m
*ROoM CHIGCAGo.
brrlygy of Fort Donelson Prisoners,
et ) e

CH10a60, Feb. 21,

0 hundred Fort Donelson prisoners

a,;l;wi;l‘Y-tw
ved thi :
mo"ﬁ; Worning, and

————re—
PURNING OF A 1AKE STEANER.
CLEvEarD, Feb. 21,

more are expected |.

two immense bills, with their fort near the
tiver on a lower piece of ground. From the
foot of their eotrenchbments rifle pits and
ﬂ\:attes extended up the river, behind the fown
of Do Their fortifications on the land

f ver,
tde, back galln the river, were at least four

miles {n len,

M:
Markets by Telegraph.
Nzw Yozg, Feb. 21.
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| WASINGTONS PAREWEIL AIDRES.

10 THE PROFLE OF THR UNITED m;rls;

Friends and Fellow Citizens : . .

The period for & new election of a citizen to
administer; the. executive tgovernment -of .the
United - States being not.far distant; snid the
time aclually arrived when your thoughts must
be cmployed.in de-ignating:‘the:person?-who is
%.-be clotbed with that important trust, ‘it ap-|

.| peazs .to me proper, e8pecialiy ias it may - con-

duce 0.4 mare dissinct:expressior of the public
yoice, that I should now apprise you of the re-
Belution I have formed, to decline:being consid-
tred among the number of those out:of whom

hy

& cholce i to bemade. - . - -
. -Ibeg you, at the same time, to do me the

not been taken without:g strict
which: binds the dutitnl citizen to

pod that,in withdrawing “the tendér of service
which silence in my situation might imply, 1
am influenced by no diminution of #eal for
your future interest ; no. deficiency of grateful
respect for your:past kibdnéss ; but am stipport-
¢d by & full conviction that the step is compat-
ible with ‘both. D . ..
The acceptance of,'and continuence hitherto
in, the office to which your suffrages have twice
called: me, have béeti a unifoim gacrifice of in-
clination to the opinion of duty, and to a defer-
ence t0 what appeared: to be your desire, 1
constantly hoped that it would havb beeh much
earlier in my power; consistently withi . niotives
which 1 was not at liberty to disrégatd, 1o re-
turn to that retirement from which I had been
reluctantly drawn. - The strengtti of my incli-
nation fo do this, previous' to’1hie’ It elec-
tion, had even led to the preparation’of an ad-
dreas to duolare it to you; ' but whature re-
flection on the then ‘perplexéd and critical
posture of our a?&us with foreign natious, and
the unanimous advice of persons entitled to
néy confidence, impalléd:-me: to aﬁnﬁgﬂ?fhe
idea.
I rejoice that the staté’'of your concerns, ex-
-ternal a8 well. as -interoal, no Tonger -renders
,&e pursuit of figctimtign incompatible with
e sentiment of duty.or-impropriegy; andam
mnﬁe‘ﬁf;wnawvemm ay b s o
for my seryices, that; -in the present circum-
stances of our country, you will not disapprove
my deteimination to retire, e
The impressions with which I first undertook
the arduous trast, were explained, on the, pro-
per occasion.. ' In the dischaige of this ¢, 1
will only say-that I have, wita good.intentions
contributed towards the organization and ad-
ministration of the government, the best axer-
tions: of ‘which ‘& very fallible judgment. was|
capable. - Not unconscious in the outset, ¢f the
inferiority of my qualification, ej rience, in
my own eyes, perbaps still mordllf the eyes of
others, has -strengthened the motives to.difi-
denoo of myself; and every day the' increasing
weight of years admonishes me :wmore and
more that the abodg of retirement js ag neCYs-
sary 40 me, &8 it will be- welcome: - Sstilfiad
that, if any. circumstano::ﬂ have given peculiar

| X3y
33 P rrt] ﬁ w
choice and prudence invite me %o quit the po-
litical acene, patriotisii’ d6s ot fgr'pigi.rilg,ﬁ_}i,, ¢
In Jooking ‘forward * to the moment Which is
intended to terminate the careet of my political
life, my feelings donot permit me to suspend the
deop acknowledgment of. thatidebt of gratitude
which I owe to my beloved country, for the:
many honors it has conferred..upon me; still
more, for the steadfast coofidence with .which
it hassupported:me -anu; for. the opportinitids
I have thence enjoyed. of manifesting my in-
violable attachwment, by :gervices faithful and
persevering, though' {u usefulness unequal to

S

| my zeal. If benetits have resulted to our cona-

try from these services, let it always be re.
membered to your praise, and as-an instructive

"}example in our annals, that under :circam-

'stances in which the passions, agitated in every
direction, were liable: to - mislead Aamidst-iap-
pearances sometimes dubious,  vicissitudes  of
fortune often discouraging—in -situations. in
which, not unfrequently, want of success has
countenanced the spirit of criticism-~tbe -con-
stancy of your support.was the: essential’prop
of the efforts, and s guarantee of the plans;by
which tbey were; effected. . Protoundiy: pené-
trated with this idea, I shall carry it-with:mnie
to my grave, ms a strong: incitement. to uncens-
ing vows, that Heaven may continue -to* you
the choicest" tokens of its beneficence—that
your -union:and . brotherly. affection.may: b’
perpetual—that the.free constitution, which is:
the work of your hands, may. be sacredly main-
talned-——that its administration in every de-
partment may be stamped with wisdom “and-
virtue ; that, in fine, the. happiness of the:peo-
plé of these States, under the auspices of liberty,
may be made complete by so carefui a préserva-
tion, and go prudeny; a ‘use of this blessing, as
will acquire :to them. the glory of recommend-

Jing it 10. the applause, the affection, and the

gd(;ption of every nation which is yet a stranger
to it. . : CTLer g

Here, perhaps, 1 ought. to stop.‘l But a

soli-

-| citude for your welfare, which cannot end but

-with my life, and the apprehension of :danger,

‘natural to that solicitude, urge.me:,on. -an oo

casion like. the present, to offer to ‘your-solemn:
contemplation, and to recommend to ;your “fre-
quent review, some sentiments which ~aré“thg
result of much reflection, of no inconsiderable
observation, and which appear to me all.‘imi
portant to the permanency.of your falicity aia
people.  These will be offered to you with ‘the
‘more freedom, as you can. only eee in them the

| disinterested warnings of a parting friend;iwho!

can posgibly--have no personal -motives to “bias
his coungel. Nor cau I forget, as an- encour<
agement to it, your indulgent reception of my
sentiments on a lormer and not disstmilar occa-|

som. ;. . ; E . N
 Interwoven asis the love of libertywith ev-
ery ligament- of your hearts, no recommengda-
tion of mine is necessary to fortify ‘or - confirm
the attachment. -~ - - : o
The unity of the government which consti-
tutes you one peopls, is alsonow dear o you.
It is justly so ; forit isthe main pillar in theed:
ifice of your real independence ; the support of
"your tranquility:at home ; your peace abroad H
of your gafety ; of your progperity ; of that yery
liberty. which you so highly prize. Butas’it is
easy {0 forspe.that, from different causes and
from different quarters, much- pains will' bé
takdn, many:artifices émployed, to weaken ' in
your minds: the conviction of this-truth; as
this'is. the. point. in. your political fortress
againgt which: the batteries of - internal and ex:

{ternal enemies. will :be most constantly and ac:

tively,; (though often-covertly and insidiously,)
diregted, it is. of infinite : moment that you
should.properly. estimate the -immense value of
-your uational union:toyour collective and-indi-
vidual .happiness ; .that you-should cherish a

The stey - 16,000 bus. at 3, eavy; salesof | i . _you ;
t‘hhoarf 1ast,m;‘;g§:’__“h Star was barned at the h:so(ow ,“mza:faﬁo&' l;;:d.g?gla'?ne; Corn | 0rdial ..ﬁ;.zl‘aabltul};j_nd;nnmlovn%% chn ?115
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Juvery attempt

justice to be assured, that this resolutior has|;

el
3 n
hif ¢dubtry: |

Wwhatever may stggest everi & suspicion that it
can, in any-event, be abandoned ; and indig-
hantly frowning upon the fissk dawning . of-
alieuate any portion of our
country trom the rest, or to gufeeble the sacied
ties which nuw link together the various piitts. |

:For this you have every inducement of sym-
pathy and, interest. Citizeps by .birth, or
thoice, of a common country, thut coustry bas
@ right t0 concéntrate your affections The
hume!of American, which belongs to you in your’
batioon) capacity, must always ‘exait the. “juet
wride of patriotism, more than auy sppollstion
derived from ' local discriminations. |, With |
slight shades of ' différencé, you'have the same’
religion;, manners, habits and political princi-
ples—you haye,.
triumphed toget!

i. the inde
i works

g
&

< 1%

 Buk.théee counideratipns, Kowever powerfally’
they address themselves to your sensibility, are
generally outweigned those which apply
more immedisiely to yout intercst.. :Heré every
portion of dn: country finds the most-command-
ing motives fur cargfully guarding and presery-
ing the .union of the whble. Yreeom
. The XNorth, in an unrestrained intercourse
with the South, protected by the egual laws ofa
¢ommion government, finds in the prodactious”
of the latter, great additional resources of mar-
itime and commercial enterprise, and precious
materiale of manufacturing industry. Tbe
| South, in ‘the same’ intercourse, benefitting by
the agency of tne North, sees its agricultare
yrow. and its commerce expand. Turning
partly into its own channels tne seamen of the
North, it finds its particular navigation: invigo-
ted ; and while it contributes in different ways
to-nourish and ‘increase the general mass of the |
aativnal  navigation, it looks forward to the
protection - of ‘& maritime strength, to ‘which
ibself is unequally adapted. The Fast, iti a'like
intercourse with the Wegt, already finds, and jn
the. progressive -improvement of ‘interior cora-
munications by land and water, will more and
more find a:valuable vent for the commodities
which each brings frum abroad, or manufactures
& home. - The West derives from the Fail sup-
;glies;requisiw to its growth and comtort—and
[ hat.is perhaps of still greater consequerce, it
must of necessity owe thé decuré enjoyment of
indispensanle- outlels for ite own productions,
o the: weight, influence, ‘and ‘the maritime
strength of the Atlantic side of the Union, di-
rected: by an indissoluble commaunity of inter-
est as one nation. Any other tenure by which

,|the West can hold this essential advantage,

whether derived from its own separate strength,
or from an apostate and unnatural connéxion’
with- any foreign power, ‘must’be intrinsically
precarious. - - o ¢ £ o try 'th

; While, then, every part of our country thus
feels an immediate -and particular interest in
‘anion, all: the parts combined cannot £.il to find
in the united ‘muss of means and efforts, great-
ér strength,  gréitsr rejources, proportionably
greater security: from external danger, a less
'trequent interruption of their peace by

ot thoberleolle-dhit wad, bbtween ttiomssives,
which /g0 frequentiy -afflict neighboring coun-]
ties, .not-tied : together by the' game gdvern-
ment; -which: their-own rivalship alone would
b8 sufficient .to produce, but which opposite
fdreign alliances, attachments and -intrigues,
youid . stimulate.and embitter.. . Hercy, like-
Wise, thiey’ wiil avoid the necessity of those
‘overgiown miilitary establishments, which, un-
ger any form of government, are.inaugpicious
[0 liberty,.and which are to be regarded as par-
ticularly hostile to republican liberty. In this
sénse it i8, that your.Union ought to bé consid-
ered as a main prop of youar liberty,- and that

preseryation of the.other.

:These considerations speak & persuasive lan-
gusge to every reflecting and virtuous mind,.
‘and exhibit the continuance of the Union as a
primiary object of patriotic degire. Is there a
doubt-whether & common government can em-
brace 8o large agphere ¥ - Liut experience solve
it, .. Lo listen to mere speculation in such a case
-were.oriminal. :*We are authoriged to hope that

rop | a proper:organization of the whole, with the

auxiliary agency of governments for the re-
spective sub-divisions, will afford a happy issue
to the experiment. It is well worth a tull-and
fair experiment. With such powerful and ob-.
"vious motives t0 union,  affecting “all parts of
our country, ‘while experience shall not have.
demonstrated its impracticability, there wili
‘alwaya ba feagon to distrust the patriotisin of
thoge who;-in.any gquarter, may endeavor to
‘woaken its ‘bands, . .

In contemplating the.causes which may dis-
turb our Union, it -occurs as matter of serious
concern, thatany ground should have been fur-
nishéd Tdr'éhdracterizing: parties by geographical
discriminbtions—northern and southern— Atlantic
and western ; whence designing men may en-
deavor. to «xcite a belief that there is a real dif:
forence of local interests.and views. .. One of the
expedients of party to_acquire influence within
patticular districts, is to, mis.epresent the opin--
dons’and'aims of other districts.” You cannét
shield yourselves too.mnch sgainst the jealous-
ies.and heart burnings which spring from these
niisrepresentations ;, they tend to render alien
to each -other those' who™ ought to be bound
together by fraternal affection.’ The inhabit-
ants of our western country, have lately had
a‘useful lesson on this bead ; they have seen,
in :the. negotiation by the Executive, and in
the unanimous ratification by the Senate, of’
the treaty with Spain, and in the universal sat-
Hisfaction at that event throughout the United
States, a decisive proof of how unfounded
were the suspicions propagated among them,
‘of &.policy in the general government and in
the Atlantic: States, unfiiendly to their. inter-
¢sts in regard to the Mississippi. They have
been: witnesses t0 the formation of two treaties,
that with Great :Britain and that with Spain,
which secure .to .them .everythipg they could
dégire, in - respect to our foreign relations, to-
wards.confirming their prosperity. Will it not
be their.wisdom to rely for the preservation of
thiese:advantages on the Union by which they
were procured ? - Will they not henceforth be
deaf 10 .those. advisers, if such they are, who
'would sever them from their brethren and: con-
ngcrt th&m gh.wem? : ; of

0-the efficiency -and: permanency your
Union, a: government of the whole is- indis-
pensable. .- No. alliances, however strict, ‘be-
tween the parties, can be an adequate sustitate;
th?iy must inevitably experiénce the infractions
and’ interruptions’ which all alliances, in all
times, have experienced. = Sensible of this mo-
mentous ‘trut.hé, you have improved upon your
first essay by the, adoption of a constitution
of “government,’ better :calgalated *than” your
former, for 4n intimate union, and for the effica--

in a commou cause, foughtund §

3 i 3{3 = | indispensible.
is R AL, 18" - "‘f’“‘uue _“uﬁ 5 .
%ﬁé& %‘ni‘gn,“an' exem, ﬁq;;_ ’

the love of the one ought to endear to you the |’

-} confine themselves within their respective con-

ergy, and contaioing withih :itaelf, a, provision:
for' its own"amendment, has a just. claim to
your confidence and your'sippiort. Reapect for
its .authority, complinnce with it laws, acqui=
escence in. itg. measures, jare . duties - enjoined:
by the fundamental m. ximg of -true, libexty
“The batlis of  dut” poli_ticfa# sy!’ stems . is the right
of the pecple to make dnod Kltér’ their congstity.’
tions of .government. - But ithe'-Conktitution’
which at gny time exists,. ugtil changed by an.
‘explicit and authentic act of; the whole people, |
is gacredly obligatoty-agon’ all.  The very idea
of the power aud- the “right'8f° thd peaple to
establish goveroment, pre-supposes-the ‘daty ‘of
the it!:diﬁdm_l to obey the: established ;govern-
ment., . :

All obstructions ‘o the'
all combinations and

axdoition of Taws,
aggociatfons under what-

B,| ever plausible. character, with. the real design |

-1 to direct, . control, counteract; or, awe the regu- { },

authorities; are-degfrictivé GOV Tandarsrital
principle, and - of futal tendency. * They seivé'
to organize faction, to give it an artificial and:
extraordinary in . ’
delegated will of ‘the nafion the wiil of party,.
often & small but artfal ‘and enterprising mi.
nority of the community ; ‘and according to the
alternate triumphs of different.parties, to mmke
tbe public administration the mirror of the ili-
concerted and' intongrions projects of faction,
rather than the organ of consibtent and whole

some plans, digested by coramon counsils, and
modified by mutual interests, = =~ - :
. However combinations or associotions of the
above description may now and then answer:
popular ends, they' are likely, in the course of
time and things, to become potent engines, by
which. cunning, ambitious, and. unprincipled
men, will be enabled to gubvert the power of
the people. ‘and’ to usurp tor themselves the
reins of governmenit ; ‘destroying afterwards the
very engines which had lifted him to unjust

dominion.
: Towards the preservation of your govern-
ment and the supremacy of your present happy
gtate, it as reqpisite not'only that you steadily
-discountenance. irregular opposition to its ao-
kuowledged authority, but.also that you resist
with care the spirit of innovation upon its prin-
pléb, however speclous the pretexis. One pe-
thod of assault may be to effect, in the forms
of the constitution, alterations ‘whieh’ will im.-
pair the energy of thesyatem, and thus to un-
termine what cannot be directly.overthrown.—
In all the changes to which you may be invited,
remember that time and habit are at least as
"necessary to fix the trie charaoter of govein-
ments, as of other human insti utions; that ex-
,gﬁqnoe is the surest standard by which to test.
e real tendency of the existing constitution of
8 country; that facility in clianges, upon the

lar_delibsration and éctiqn of the copstituted,

to perpetual change from the endless variety ot
-hypotheeis and opinion ; and remember especi-
ally, that for the’ efficient management of your
qomumon interests; in a country 50'éxtensive ag
ours, & government of so muchi vigor as is con-
sistent with, the, perfect security.
: ty itmalf i1t~ o uubli B
o wit 'PiSWeis Droperly distribated,
. n‘ﬁjuwed’. its surest:guardian; It is, indeed,’
ittle slge & name, whero the-government |
is too feeble to withstand the enter of
faction, o confine each member of the sodiety.
within the limits ‘prescribed by the laws, and
to maintain all in the secure and tranquil en-
joyment of the rights of purson and: property.
"+ I'bave already intimated to. you the danger
of parties in the State, with particular reference
to the founding of them -on ' geographical dis-
crimination. Let me now take a '‘more com-
prehensive view, and warn you in-the most
solemn manuer against the baneful effects of
the spirit of party generally, ' -
This spirit, unfortunately, isinseparable from
our nature, having itsroot in: the strongest pas-

-sions of the human mind. . It exists under dif-

ferent shapes in all governments, more or -less
stifled, controlled, of Tepressed | but’in those of
the popular form it is seen in its greatest rank-
ness, and is traly their worst.enemy, - -

'The alternate domination of; one faction over
another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge
natural to party dissensions, which, in different
ages and countries, has perpetrated ‘the most
horrid enormities, is itself - a. frightful despo-
tism. But this leads at. length, to a more for-

‘mal and ‘permanént despotism, The disorders

aod miseries which result, gradually incline the
minds of men' to seek ' security and ropose’in
the absolute power.of an individual; and soon-
er or later the chief of some prevailing taction,
more able or mors fortunate than his competi-
tors, turds this disposition’ to the purposes of
hig elevation, or the ruins of public liberty. ’
iWithout looking forward to an extremity of

ba entirely out of sight,) the common and coi:
tipudl mischiefs of the spirit of party are suf-
ficient to muke ‘it the interest and duty of a
wise people to discourage and restrain it.
. It seives always to distract the public coun-
sels and enfeéble the public administration.—
Is; agitates the community with ill-founded
jealousies and false alarms; kindles the’ ani-
moeity of one part, againgt the other ; fomenits
occasional riot aud insurrection. It opens the
door to'foreiym influencé and corruption, which
finds ‘a facilitited access to the governmént
itself, through the channels of party passions.
Thus. the policy and the will of one:countyy
subjected to the policy and will of another. -
There is an.opinion that-parties in free coun-
tries are useful checks upon the admipistrati n
of the government, 'and serve to keép alive the
spirit of liberty. . This, within certain ‘limits,
is probably. true; and in governments of a-mo-
narchial cast, pattiotism may look with indul-
gence, if not with favor, upon the spirit of
party. Butin thoseof ‘the popular character,
in governments purely elective, it is & spirit not
to ‘be encouraged. From their patural ten-
dency, it i certain there will always be enough
of that spirit for évery salutory purpose. And,
there being constant danger of excess, the effort
ought to be,: by force of public opinion, to miti-
gale and assuage it. A fire not to be quenched,
it demands & uniform vigilance to prevent its
barsting into a'flame, lest, instead of warming,
it should consume. - ‘ .
It js important, likewise, that the habits of
thinking in a free country should inspire caution
in: thoso intrusted with its adn}inis'];tation, to
stitutional spheres, avoiding, in the exerciss of
the powers of one department o encroach upon
another. The spirit of encroachment tends .to.
consolidate the powers of allsthe departments
in oné, and thus to creats, whatever the form
of government, a'real despotism. A just esti-
mate of that Jove of power and proneness to
abuse it which predominate .in the human
heart, i3 sufficient to satisfy us of the truth of
‘this poeition. The necessity of reciprocal chitks,
in the exercise of political’ power, by “dividing

cious ement of your common conceris, and distributing it into different depositories;;
This government, the “offiprivg of our own | and'constituti the guardian of the-pub::
chidice, upinfluenced and uniawed, adopted npon | lic weal wgniust' invasion by hs others, ha

fulf . investigation and ature deliberation, | been <evincdd ‘b’ ekpefimionty, “hnifent dnd
conipletely f%!,!f les, 1n the ditri, | modern; some of them ih:ouriown countey and |
bution6t its powers, socurity with, gnoy, WRdes QUL qwR.#¥e FomeRye them sixust be

A

forcs, to put in the place of the, A

credit of mera hypothesis and opinion, exposes | th

of diberty, i | b

some degree a slave.

this kind,,(which,: nevertheless, ought nof: to|s

arem

88. neceasary na to; institute: them. If,ﬁln the
opinion of the:peoplp, the distribution of modi-
ficatjon of the vouptitutional powers be In any
iparficilar wrong, let it be corrected by an
amendment in the way which the Copstitation
designates. But let there be no change by
usurpation ; for though thig, in one
may be the instrument of good, it ia the custor’
mAary.weapon by which free governmentd are
e precedent must always greatly

destroyed....T'
overbalance, in permanent evil, any pertial or
0EQ can at any time

trangient benefit - which the
yield. . y .
. Of all the dispositions and babits which lead .
to political prosperity, Religion and Morality
are Indispensable supports. 1o fain would that
man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should
labor to subvert these great pillars of human
appiness, thesé firmest props of the duties of
politician, equally
to respect aud to
hrigh them, A ‘volume could not trace all-
heir connexions with private and public f-lici- -
{y. Lét it simply be asked, where is the secn-
ity for property, for reputation, for life, if the
danse .of religions obligation debert the caths,
which are the instrumentsof investigation in
dourts of justice? And Jet us, with caution,
indulge the supposition that morality can be
maintained without religion, Whatever may
be conceded to the influence of refined educa-
tion on miuds of peculiar structure, reason and
experience both forbid us to expect that na-
tional morality can prevail in exclusion of reli-
gious principles. -
K It is substantially true, that virtue or moral-
ity i8 a necessary spring of popular government.
Therule indeed extends, with more or legs force,
to- every species of free government. Who,
that is a sincere friend to it, can look witl in.
difference upon attempts to shake the founda-
tion of the.fabric?
. Promote, then, a8 an object of primary im-
portance, institutions for the general diffusion
of knowledge. In proportion as the structure of
a government gives force to public opinion, it
is essential that public opinion should be en-
lightened.
. A8 a very.important source of strength and
security, cherish public credit. One method of
preserving it is, to uce it as sparingly as possi-
ble, avoiding occasions of expense by cultiva-
ting peace; but remembering also, that timely
disbur<ements, to prepare for danger, frequent-
1y prevent much greater disburssments to repeb
it ; avoiding, likewise, the accumulation of
debt, not only by shunning occasions of ex-
pense but’ by vigorous exertions, in time of
‘peace, fo discharge the debts which mnavoida-
le wais may have occasioned, not ungenerous-
ly throwing upou posterity the burden which
we ourselves ought to bear. The execution of
ese ‘maxims belongs to-our representatives,
but it is necessary that puvlic opinion should
co-operate, To facllitate to them the perfor-
mance of their duty, it is essential that yom
shouild’ practically bear in mind, ‘that tamcr -

Tevenue ;
the payment of debts thee "ol taxes ; that

4 can be devised, which are not more or
less inconvenient and unpleasant ; that the in-
tringic embarrassment inseparable from the
sdlection’of the proper object, (which is always
a-choice-of difficulties,) cught tn be & deciziva
motive for a candid constraction of the conduct
of the government in making it, and for a
spirit of acquiescence in the measure for ob-
taining revenue, which the public exigencies
may at any time dictate. -
Observe. good faith and justice towards all
nations; cultivate peace and harmony with all.
Beligion and morality enjoin this conduct, and
can’ it be that good policy does dot equaliy en-
join it? Tt will be worthy of a free, enlighten-
ed, and, in no distant period, a great nation, to
give to mankind the magnanimous and too
novel example of a people always guided by an
exalted justice and benevolence. Who can
doubt but, in the course of time and things, the
fruits of such a plan would richly repay any
temporary advantage which might be-lost by a
steady adherence to it; can it be that Provi-
dence has hot connected the permanent felicity
of a nation with its virtue? The experiment,
at least, is' recommended by every sentiment
which ennobles human nature. “Alas! it is
rendered impossible by its vices.
Io the execation: of such a plan, nothing is
more essential than that permanent, inveterate
antipathies agninst particular nations, and pas-
sionate attachments for others, should be.ex-
cluded ; and that in place of them, just, amica--
ble feelings towards all should be cultivated,—
The nation which indulges towarda another an
habitual hatred, or an hubitual fondness, is in
Itis a slave to its ani-
mosity or.to its affection, either of which is
ufficient to lead it astray from its duty or its
interest.” Antipathy in one nation against
another,. disposes -each moore readily to offer
insult and injury, to lay hold of shight causes

an - and citizeos. The mere
ith .the pious man, ought

‘Jof umbrage, and to be haughty and intractable

when accidental or trifling occaslons of dispute
occur. Hence, frequent collisions, obstinate,
envenomed by ill-will and resentment, some-
times impel to war tue government, contrary
to the best calculations of policy. The govern-
ment sometimes participates in the national
propensity, and adopts; through passion, what
réason wounld reject ; at other times, it makes
the animogity.of the nation subservient to pro-

.

‘ate {jects of hostility, instigated by pride, ambition,

and other sinister and pernicious motives. The
peace often;, sometimes perhaps the liberty, of
nations, hus been the victim. :
" So, likewise, a passionate attachment of one
nation for another, produces a variety of evils.
Sympathy for the favoiite nation, faciliating
the illusion of an imaginary common interest,
in cas.8 where no real common interest exists,
und infusing into one the enemies of the otber,
betrays the tormer into a_participation in the
quarrels and wars of the latter, without ade-
quate ' inducements or justificaiion. It leads
algo to concessions to the favorite nation, of
privileges denied by others, which is apt doubly
to injure the nation making the concessions by
unnece:garily parting with what ought to have
been retained, and by exciting jealousy, ill will,
and' a-disposition ‘to retaliate in the parties from
whom equal privileges are withheld; and it
gives to ambitious, corrupted or deluded citi-
zens, (who ‘devote themselves to the favorite
nation,) facility to betray, or sacrifices the inte-
Tests -of their own country, without odium,
sometimes even with popularity ; gilding with
the appearances of a virtnous sense of ob‘llgﬂtlon,
a commendable deference for public opinion, or
& landable zeal for public good, the base or fool- .
ish compliances of ambition, corruption or in-
fatuation, : .
As avennes to foreign influences in xnx}umer]a—
ble ways, such attachments are particularly
alayming to the truly enlightened and indeg;:l
dent patriot. - How many opportanities do nw{_
afford to;tamper with domestic factions, tw Pbﬁc
tive ithe arts of seduction, to mislead pubiZ

infon, to influence or.awe the public wggards
Suchi ag, attachment of g small or weak (077 0
grdabaid powerful nation, doons

o satelite ‘of the T.
thtE ::N“m o Fousta Pack.




