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STATE OF THE UNION.

Tl hour of Lalf past cleven having arrived,

Agrecably to order

The House proceeded to tro consideration of
the joint resolutions presented by Mr. ARM-
STRONG, on the $ih inst,

The resolutions were read, as follows:

Recsolved, by the Senate and House of Reprewaia-
tives, Bhat we recognize the Constitution of the
LUited States as the Supreme law of the land:
und that all laws enacted either Ly Congress or
the Legislatures of the scviral States, whichare
eontrary to ifs provisions, arc pull and void.

Hesolved, That the laws of thic United States

- are of paramount autherity in cvery State of

the Union, upon all matters within the exclu-
sive jurisdiction of Congress, and that every
attemnpt on the part of a State, by State laws,
10 ynnul or hinder their due ozecution, is in
vinlation of both the letter and spirig of the
obligations due frome the people of cach Btate
1o e general government, and fo each other.

fioolved, That the citizepg of this State, In
cuznmon with the citizens of other of the Free
States, have just canse to complain that their

. voustitutional rights have been denied to them

in some of the Slave States; that the {reddom
of speech and of the progs have heen abridged
~-the right of personal sccurity has been vio-
lated—they have been on freguent cccasions
arrested, imprisoned and punished without
trinl, even to the taking of life by lawless vio-
lence, and without interforence uvn their behalf
by the constituted authorities of the BState.
Yet, we believe the remedy for these, and all
other grievances between the citizens of the
several States, is in the Union, and under the
laws of the land.

Resolved, That we recognize the right of every
Slave State to regulate snd ocontrol slavery
within her limits each in its own way, subject
only to the Constitution of ths United States;
nnd that we deny the right, cither of Congress
or any of the States, to Interfere with it, either
to limit, modify, abolish ¢r control it within
such States. Dut, on the contrary, it is the
duty of Congress, wiien réquired, to suppress in-
swrrections and domestic violence, by military
force, if necessary. )

Resolved, That it is contrary to the first avticls
of amendment to the Constitution to abridge
the freedom of speech or of the press, and con-
trary to the genius of frec government to sub-
mit either to anyother control than the respon-
sibility for its abuse;aad that we cannot, in the
interests of Slavery, offer so great a saciificeeven
upon the altar of peace.

Resolved, That the Termritorics of the United
States, previous to their vecognition as States,
are under the exclusive coatrol of Congress,
which has the right to make 21l needful rules
and regulations respecling them ; that whilst
we do net recognize the doctrire that the Con-
stitution of the United States carries slavery
into the Territories, or exempts it from the con-
trol of Congress, we are in fuvor of an sdjust-
ment of the whole question of slavery in the
Territories in such manner as shall settla it for-
ever ; and to this end we recommend that a

they do represent the views of = parity; Iam
ready to vote for them. - Let us hear what the
gentieman from Lycoming has to say. There
are others who wish to speak on these resolu-
tions. Gentlemen heve had an opportunity to
cxpress thelr views on the Benate resolutions.
We hope that now they will not apply the gag.
Let us.ull be heard. )

Bir. THOMAS. Itrustthat the motion of the
gentleman from Mercer (Mr. Horrcs) will pre-
vail. We have been debating the Senate reso-
lutions for nearly two weeks. I thinlk'that this
House will be ready before the adjournment to-
take the final.vote. 1 do most earnestly trust
that this House will proceed- to vo other busi-

resolutions.

On the motion to postpore

The yeas and nays were required by Mr.
LEISENBING and Mr. BALL, and were 88
follows, viz:

Yras—Dfesars. Acker, Alexander, Bamsley,
Bartholomew, Bixler, Blanchard, Bliss, But-
ler, (Crawford,) Cowan, Craig, Gordon, Graham,
Harvey, Hood, Hofius, Lowther, M Gonigal,
Marshall, Mullin, Peirce, Reily, Robinson,
Shafer, Taylor, Thomas, Wililams—26. :
Navys—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Armstrong,

Austin, Ball, Bisel, Blair, Boyer, Bressler,
Brodhead, Butler, (Carbon,) Byrno, Clark,
Collins, Cope, Dismant, Divins, Donlsy,

Douglass, Duffield, Duncan, Eilenberger; El-
Hott, Gnskill, Gibboney, Goehring, Happer,
Hayes, Hill, Hillman, Huhn, lrvin, Kline,
Koch, Lawrence, Leisenring, Lichtenwallner,
M'Donough, Manifcld, Moore, Morrison, My-
¢rs, Ober, Osterhout, Patterson, Preston, Pughe,
Randall, Reiff, Rhoads, Roller; Schrock,
Selizer, Smith, (Berks,) Smith, (Philadelphis,)
t}gehm:m, Strang, Wildey and Davis, Speaker—
39.
$o the question was determined in the nega-
tive

Thequestion recurring on the adoption of the
resolutions, -

Mr. ARMSTRONG. To ‘avoid a number of
minute amendments, which otherwise it might
be necessary to offer, I will move to amend the
resolutions by striking out all after the woid
“Resolved,”’ and inseiting 1he following resolu-
tions, which are in substance the same, and for
the most part in the same phraseology.

The smendments were read as follows :
Resolved, by the Senate-and House of Represeni-
atives of ~ the Ci wveclth of Pennsylvania, n
General Assembly mel, and i 18 hereby resolved by
the autkority of the same, That we recognize the
Cunstitution of the United States as the supreme
law of the land, and that all laws enacted ecither
by Congress, or the Legislatures of the several
States, which are contrary to its provisions, are
null and void. :

- Resolved, That the laws of the United States
are of paramount authority in every State of
the Unlon, upon all mat:ers within the exclu-
sive jurisdiction of Congress, and that any at-
{empt on the part of a State, by State laws, to
annul or hinder their due execution, is in vio-

line not farther North than the Missouri Com-jition of both the letter and spirit of the obli-

promise line be established and sanctioned by
an amendment to the Constitution, whereby, in

all territory Norih of such line, slavery orinvol- |-

untary servitude, exoegt tor crime, shall be for-
ever prohibited ; and South of which neither
Congress nor the Territorial Legisiature shall
interfere with or abolish it.

Resolved, Thut Pennsylvania is loyal to the
Union, and faithfnl in her observance of the
Constitution and the laws; and in manifesta-
iion thereof, the Judiciary Committce ave here-
by instructed to inquire whether there is any
law in force in Pennsylvania which conflicts
with her constitutional obligations to the Gov-
ernment of the United States, or which pre-
vents or obstructs the.due execution, within
her jurisdiction, of any law of the United
States ; and if there be any such law toreport
by Lill or olherwise.

Hesolved, That we cherish forour brethrenof the
slave-holding States the most cordial «nd fra-
ternal regerd ; and that we are willing to con-
cede to them the enjoyment of cvery right not
inconsistent with. the preservation of cur cwn;
that we hold the Union to be the only sure basis
of our continued prosperity and happiness, and
the enforcement of the laws an imperative and
inviolable duty of the general government, cs-
sential to its preservation, and to be acoom-
plished, if necessary, by its entire civil and
mili: wer.  That secessionis revolution,
and its Inevitable ccnsequence; and that, in
such an emergency, Pennsylvania tendors to
the President of the United States the whole
resources of the State.

Mr. HOFIUS rose to & guestion of order, viz:
The resolution from the Semate No. 1, cnti-
tled ‘‘Joint resolutions relative to the maiate-
nance of the Constitution and the Union,’* hav-
ing been made the special order for every day
until disposed of, is it in order to consider the
question now before the Houge?

_ The SPEAKER decided, **That the House, hav-
ing by a vote of two-thirds, determined that-it
would at a certain specifisd hour, wpon 2 partic-

day, proceed to the consideration of & cer-

- tain question, and the time having arrived, the

“House must proceed to it consideration, and
any other business before the Houss stands
postponed until the question is disposod of Ly
the House, either by adoption, rejection -or
postponement.’’ .

Mr. HOFIUS moved to postpone the further
consideration of the resolutions until after the
disposal of Senate bill No. 1, entitled, “Joint
resolutions for the maintenance of the Cousti-
tution and the Union."”

Mr. ARMSTRONG. The resolutions now un-
der the consideration of the House are not in
conflict with the resolutions presented from the
Senate, which have been under consideration
for several days. I think that my resolutions
cover & branch of this subject-which has not yet
been under discussion, and perhaps it would be
wise that the House should hear all sides of this
question before they come to any final vote upon
it. T hope the House will procesd to the con-
g)demtion of the resolutions which are now be-

Te 8. .

Mr. HOFIUS. My object in making this mo-
tion is simply this : the Senate resolutions have
been under our consideration for a long time,
and we should have decided the question long
ere this. Those resolutions, sir, contain noth-
ng of a party nature. Tks resclutions submit-
ted by the gentleman from Lycoming (Mr.
ARMsTRONG) Are entirely of a party nature : and
from the fact that they ave ealeulatod to arouse
dizcordant feolings, I prefer that the Senate ro-
solutions should be disposed of first.

Mr. PATTERSON. 1 trust that the motion
tO(fO“P‘me these resolutions will not prevail.—
I do not think it possible that the resolutions
of the gentleman from Lycoming (Mr. Amy-
strana) showd cavse grenter discussion than
we have already had upon the Senate resolu-
tions. ' Besides, a great many of us are not pre-
pared to wote onthese Senate resolutions, They

gutlons due from the people of each State to the
General Government, and to each other.

Resalved, That the cilizens of this State, in
commen with the citizens of other of the free
States, have just cause fo complain that their
constitutional rights have been denied to them
in sowne of the Slave States—that the frecdom
of the press and of speech has been abridged—
the rights of personal security have been viola-
ted—they have been, on frequent occasions, ar-
rested, imprisoned and punished, without trial,
even to the taking of life by lawless violence,
and without interference on their behalf by the
constituted authorities of the State. Yet we
believe that the remedy for these and all other
grievances befween the citizens of the several
States, is in the Union, and under the laws of
the land. : -
Resolved, That we recognize the right of every
Slave State to regulate and contrel slavery
within her limits, each in its own way, subject
only to the Constitution of the United States,
and that we deny the right of Congress, or any
of the other States, to interfere with it, either
to limit, modify, abolish or cop¥rol it, within
such State. Xut, on the ¢ontrary, it is the
duty of Congress, when required, to suppress
insurrections and domestic violence, by military
force, if necessary.
Resulved, That 1t is contrary to The first arti-

United States, and to the seventh section of the
ninth article of the Constitution of Pennsylva-
nia, to abridge the freedom of speech, or of the
press, and contfary not only to both these Con-
stitutions, but to the genius of frée govern-
ment, to submit either to- any other comtrol
than the responsibility for its abuse; and whilst
we deprecate every abuse of such freedom, we
cannot, in the interests of any section or people,
offer 50 great & sacrifice, even upon the altar of
peace, &5 their subjection to any other re-
straing. o

Resolved, That the Territories of the United
States, previous to their recognition as States,
are under the exclusive control of Congress,
which has the right to make all needful rules
and regulations respecting them ; that whilst
we do niot recognize the doctrine that the Con-
atitution of the United States carries slavery
into the Terriries, we are in favor of an ad-
justment of the whole question of slavery in
the Territories in such manner as shall settle it
forever; and to this end we recommend that a
line, not further north than the Missowd Com-
promise line, be established, end senctioned by an
amendment to the Constitution, whereby, in all ter-
titory north of such line, slavery shall be for-
ever prohibited ; and South of which, neitker
Congress nor the Territorial Legislature shall
have power to Yrohibit it; and the Territorial
Legislature shall have the exclusive power to
regulate and control it in like manner as a State
might do, except only that it shall not, during
the territorial condition, probibit or abolish it,
And the people of any Territory containing suffi-
cient population for one member of Congress,
in an avea of not less than sixty thousand, nor
more than eighty thougand square miles, shall
have the right, preparatory to their admission
to the Urion, to adopt z constitution either
admitting or prohibiting slavery, and shall, on
their application to Congrees, be admitted with
or without slavery, as such Constitution may
determine,

Resolved, That Pennsylvania is loyal to the
Union, and faitbful in the ebservance of the
Censtitution apd the laws; and in manifesta-
tion thereof, the Judiclary Committees of both
the Senate and the House are hereby instruct-
ed to inguire whether there is any law in force
in Pennpsylvania which conflicts with thecen-
stitutional obligations to the government of the
United States, or which prevents or obstructs
the due execution within her juriediction of any

such law, to repert by -bill or otherwise.

do not mean anything., The resolutions of the
gentlemon from Lycoming mean something;
there is something in them. I donot care if

ness untll we shall have disposed of the Senate |

cle of amendment to the Constitution of Lhe |

Resolved, That we cherish for our brethren of
the Slaveholding States the most cordial and
fraternal regard ; and whilst we claim and insist
wpon the recognition and ' protection of all our
counstitutional rights, we cheerfully admit in
them an equal and inviolable right to the same
constitutional privileges. and to the equal and
impartial protection of the government, That
we hold the Unjon to be the only sure basis of
our continued prosperity and happiness, and the
enforcement of the laws an imperative and un-
avoldable duty of the Federal Government es-
sentinl to its preservation, and to be accom-
plished, if necessary, by its entire civil and
milifary power. That Secession is Revolution,
and inevitably leads to war, and that in such an
emergency Pennsylvapia tenders to the Presi-

dent of the United States the whole resources :

of the State for its suppression.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I rise, sir, to address
mysclf to the consideration of these resolutions,
under a deep impression that we are about to
consider the most ‘important question which
will engage our attention during this session of
the legislature. Pennsylvania, at this - fime,
stands in a very peculiar relation tothe Union.
Her influence will be felt ; and it is right that
she should speal upon the questions which now
agitate-the country in a manner which shall be
incapable of belng misunderstood, and that her
proper influence should be exerted to allay the
national strife and lead us, if it be possible,
back to that safe and sure ground upon which
the government hasstoodsince its organization.
In regard to the resolutions from the Senats,
which have been under consideration, I: have
only to say in brief, that they maet my hearty
concurrence., I believe that they express the
sentiments which ought™to he acceptable
to every member upon this ficor. )

- But whilst T say this, I belleve that their ut-

terance is uncertain,  They do not.express the |

sentiment of this Houss, or of Pennsylvania, in
that unmistakeable .manner which will carry
the weight that i3 dus to the influential position
of this State. The resolutions which I havethe
honor fo submit spealt, I think, with greater
certainty, and therein I conceive to be the es-
gential difference which constitutes the ground
on which I prefer them. o '

I do not pronoss, sir, to discuss all these reso-
lutions at length. The first and second resolu-
tions may be eonsidered as truisms, for they as-
sert only the supremacy of the Constitation and
of all luws madeé in accordance with its provis-
ions. I do not know that any objection will be
raised to them, and shall waive any discussion
of them for the present, The third resolution
touches upon a subject on which I think a-pro-
per manliness requires that the State should un-
mistakably express her sentiment. My resolu-
tion declares :— - :

*That the citizens of this State, in. common
with the citizens of other of the free States,

 bave just cause to complajn - that. theéir constis

tutionul rights have been denied to them in
some of the slave States ; that the freedom of
the press and of speech has been abridged—the
righta of personal security have been violated—
they have beenr, on frequent occasions, arrested,
imprisoned and punished without trial, even to
the taking of life by lawless violeuce, and
without interferenco on their behalf by the
constituted authorities of the State.”” *

This resolution, thus asserting the gross and
outrageous violence “which has been done to
the Constitutional rights of the people of Penn-
sylvania and others of the free States should, I
think, be adopted by this Legislature. * It is
not only our right -and privilége, but a duty
which we owe 1o the people of the State. The
resolution further declares that @ .

“The remedy for these and all other grievan-
ces between the citizens of the several States is
in the Union and under the laws of the land.”

This applies to every State and all forms of
grievance. Certainly there ave no grievances of
the South that exceed these in violence, or in
the tendency to proyoke retaliation.  When we,
therefore, express to the South our willingness
and determination to submit these grievances,
which are greater than theirs; to the arhitra-
ment of the laws, it is putting ourselves in the
strongest position wwhich it is possible to assume
in respecet to this question.

" The fourth resolution recognizes the right of
cvery slave State to regulate and control slavery
in its own way, subject only to the Constitution
of the United States. Upon this, all parties in
the North are entirely agreed ; and I shall not
further discuss if. S
The fifth resolution declares,that it is contra-

ry to the Constitution, both of Pennsylvania
and "the United States; to abridge the fréédom

‘of the ‘press or of 'speech: * This isa’'séntiment

which it is peculiaily proper ‘that this Le-
gislature should cxpress at this time. 1f
can hardly have cscaped the observation
of any one, that & large part of the com-
plaint made by the South is not directed to
the special enactments of Northern laws, but
it is a complaint against the prevalenceof a
sentiment ; it is » complaint-that we bave not
placed bonds and fotters upon free speech and.
upon the freedom of the press. . It is right that’
that we should declare to the . people of the’
South that we are not ‘prepared; even though
the refusal should result in all the horrors of
an armed conflict, to yield those rights which
ara essential to the preservation of our freedom,
Our position should be unmistakably expressgd
in order that the South may understand dis-
tinctly how far wo will go, and how far we
will not,

But, without further comment, I proceed to
consider the sixth resolution, upon which I am
well aware there Is some, perhaps muck, di-
versity of opinion in this House. -

It iz the resolution in respéctto slavery in
the territories. I have not thought it advisa.
ble to introduce, at this time, resolutions cover-
ing the entire scope of this much vexed ques-
tion. We are not here as a Congréss to delibe-
rate and determine, with minute exactness,
upon all the provisions of a ssttlement.—
But the question of slavery in the territories
lies at the very root and is the foundation of
all the difficuitles wwhich have arlsen_between
the North and the -South. I have deemed it
quitesufficient that we of Pennsylvania should
express our sentiments upon this Lranch of the
subject, as being the paramount cause of all
the trouble; and if we can come to a harmoni-
ous action upon this, all other questions which
are of comparatively minor importance and
upon whick the sentiment either North or
South is not very widely different, can be set-
tled without difficulty. This 18 the great and
overruling  difficulty which . has invoived us in
our present National peril.

What this resolution proposes is, in brief, a
restoration of the Missouri compromise line. It
corzes distinctly and fairly up to this issus, and
invites the Pennsylvania Legislature to express
to the people of the country, whether or not
we are ready for a settlement of the slavery

law of the United States, and if thers be any |question. Let us for a moment consider it.

- 'We should greatly misinteérpret the action of

the people at the last election, if we supposed
it had any other effect than simply to pro-
nounce the verdict of the people against the
fraud committed in the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise and against the frands perpetra-
ted in Kansas. Sir, how many of all the thoa-
sands who veted with the Republican party at
the last election,had read the Chicago platform?
As the embodiment of general principles, as
the best expression of any party upon the issues
of the last election, I cordially and fully en-
dorsed it. I voted recently for the resolution
endorsing it, and would do so again, because
as a general expression if comes much neater to
an expression of a proper and national senti-
ment than any resolutions or platform of the
last campaign.

_ But, sir, we are not standing in & posl-
tion to examine party platforms with criti-
cal nicety. Ve are now in an emergency
which rises above all party considerations. Sew-
ard, and the great leaders of the party every-
where, have boldly, and with a patriotism
which does credit to their understandings and
their hearts, avowed that this Union is superior
to any and every party.

What is the present condition of the territo-
ries of the Uniled States? At the present time
they are covered by.the Dred Scott decision.—
‘We, as Republicans representing -a very large
class of the citizens of the North, hold that that
decision is extra-judicial, and that we. are not
bound to recognize it as the final and conclusive
decision of the Cowrt. But we cannot doubt

‘that the Court, ag at present organized, would

re-affirm that decision; and if it is to stand, Sla-
very is carried into every foot of all the terri:
tories by force of the laws of the United States,
as declared by -the Supreme Court; and any
one, North or South; who would attempt to
nullify that law becomes as much a nullifier as
any man in South Carolina. i

Let us understand our position in this respect.
I wish it to be understood that I do not hold
that that decision, as now made, being an extra
judicial opinion, is the expressed opinion of the
Court: But if that opinion were re-affirmed, as
under the present constitution of the Court it
unquestionably would be, then I say. there
would be a'law of the United States covering
every foot of territory that we possess, and cur-
rying slavery into it all. Now, it is idle to de-
ny that this is the force of that decision. It is
just ag'much the decision of that Court as any
decision thev ever uttered, if only it had not
been exfra judicial. That is the only ground
that we can take in assiming that it is not their
decigion. This resolution is carefully worded,
and it declares that we do not recognize the
doctrine that the Counstitution of the United
States-carries slavery into the teiritories. Yet
it \is a:fact which we cannot disregard.
Neither can we shut our eyes to the pres-
ent constitution of the United States Su-
preme Court, and its present unmistakable
proclivities ; 'and unless . the  constitution
of that Court should be changed, the prin-
ciples announced in the Dred Scott decision
will, in all probability, be re-affirmed, and would
stand as the decision of the Court.

Now let me call the attention of the House to
another consideration ; the location of the line,
and the character of the teryitories-it desig-
nates. It runs westward from the southern
line of the State of Misseuri, till it reaches the
eastern boundury of California, The territory
south of it is comprised in New Mexico and Ar-
izona. California, throngh which its extension
would pass, is already disposed of, because it is
a sovereign State ; and much of the agitation
which attended this question in 1860, is obvia-
ted by that fact. The only territory that now
lies open to the encroachmenis of slavery,south
of that line, is the territory I have named, of
New Mexico and Arizona. Sir, God and nature
have forbidden that slavery shall' go into the
territory of New Mexico. It is covered to a
very large extent with high mountains crowned
with perpetual snow, and whose sides are barren;
its rivers run dry insummer. The oply fertile
ground in the great body of the territory
consists of the narrow wﬂeys which line the
rivers, and upon a gregh part of which vegeta-
tion cannot be supported except by artificial ir-
rigation. Ce i )

Is it possible that slavery can go into that
tenitory ? Sir, nature itself has there set bounds
to it, stronger than any constitutional 'restyic-
tions which the people of the United States
could by any possibility devise. Then, ‘so far
as the question affects this territory,it is not an
open question, because slavery cannct, by any
possibility, go there. Nature has provided
against it, and it is impossible that slave-labor
should there be remunerative. .

As to Arizona—a small territory lying North
of Texas—a territory not equal in size to the
single State of Pennsylvania, I am not particu

larly informed ag 1o its physical characteristics,

because I have not been able to get information,
upon the subject. Butb admit that it is adapted
by nature to the introduction of slavery, what

igit? Itis a teritory of size only sufficient for

the erection of one State not larger than Penn-
sylvania ; and it is the only part of the entire
territory of the United States which is now in
the slightest danger of any permanent admis-
sion of slavery. Icarenot what are the Con-
stitutional provisions; I care not what are the
laws respecting it; it is the only territory south
of the Missouri line into which slavery can, by
any possibility, be carried.

I have brought here a map to show more dis-’

tinetly the position of our territory with respect
to this-question, and how.the line proposed will
affect it. I beg to call the attention of the
House to this.map. - By it we see upon what a
mere phantasy, on what an empty abstraction
we are contending. . Here.[holding up the map]
ends the Migsouri Compromise line.  All:this
territory painted in green is given over to free--
dom by the proposition contained in this reso-
lution. How much of the territory of theUnited
States is given up to slavery ? Not uncondition-
ally given up; we are not carrying slavery into
this territory by positive enactient. I'never—
no; never, so help me God—would give my
vote anywhere to carry slavery into any terrl-
tory by positive enactment. - - :

This is a different question and:a totally dif-
ferent proposal.  Let us return again to the
map. . Here you see all the territory which, by
any poseibility, would by this. compromise line
be thrown open to slavery. - In all this terri-
tory [pointing to the map}- it is forbidden by
the laws of nature; end by these laws alone
will be forever exempt from the footstep of the
slave. How much is left? This little green
patch, not so large as the State. of Pennsylva-
nia, is the only territory covered by fhis com-
promise, in which slavery becomes  possible un-
der any circumstances. . : e

Now what are we contending for?. Do gen-
tlemen say we are contending for a prineiple ?
What principle? . That slavery:shall:not be
carried into the, naticina.l temttgﬁes? i We-do
not propose to carry slavery into: any -territory.
by agy g.irect and positive enaotments of - law:
We suffer the territories, by thiscompromiss, to
lie open ; and while they remain. territories-to-
be, 0 far as this question 1§ concerned, under:
the exclusive regulation and controlof the ter-

ritorial Legislature, depriving it only of the
power, during the territorial condition, to pro-
hibit or abolish it. Buf when a constitution is
prepared for-the admission of the territory as a
State, the people may make it a free State if
they pleage. = I would not place any trammels
upon the psople which would prevent them
from throwing off the institution of “slavery, if
‘they do not wish fo have it among them.

My resolution provides that this syrangsment
inregard to the territories shall be sanctioned
by a Constitutional amendment. There is rea-
son for this. When the Constitution was
formed, all the terfitory which we then possess-
ed had ifs.condition fixed with regard toslavery,
first by the ordinance of 1787, and then by the
Act of Congress of 1789, which was merely a re-
enactment of the ordinance of 1787. At that
time .the entire territorial question was settled.
There was no other territory with regard to
which disputes could arise to disturb the peace
and barmony;of the Union. The Constitution
never applied to teiritories; it had no relation
to them. -Whatever may be the force of the
Dred Scott decision, it is contrary to the settled
practice of the government from its foundation.
Let us recur to,some facts in regard to the sub-
Ject. The territory of Loulsiana was acquired
in 1803, by purchase from Napoleon Bona-
parte. When Congress was convened in
special scssion for the purpose of ratifying
that treaty, an Act of Congress was passed vest-
ing. in the President of the United States
the right to control and- govern that territory
by the laws which were thenin force in the terii-
tory. 'Those laws were the Spanish laws. They
constituted the Inténdant-General under Spain,
at that time the virtual- king of the country.
He weas intrusted with powers utterly at va
riance with the Constitution of the United
States, and with the genius of the government.
Yet, by act of Congress, the powers of that In
tendant-General of Spain were for a time vested
in the President of the United States. Had
the Constitution of the United States been then
considered as controlling: territorfal legislation,
the act could Ly no possibility have passed, for
its was o plain and direct violation of its pro-
visions. And again in 1819, & precisely similar
law was passed on the admission of Florida.

To say that the temriteries of tive United

States have been governed by virtue of the Con-
stitution, is totally at variance with the whole
history of the government. And, sir,we are at
this moment, in some particulars,governing the
territories of the United States in divect violution
of theConstitution of the United States. Itnever
did apply,it never was intended to apply,to the
territories. Why, sir, the Constitution of the
TUnited States provides that the judicial power
of the United States shall be’ vested in Courts
to be sppointed by Copgress, whose judges
ghall hold their offices during good behavior ;
Yet In the -territories Congress establighes
Courts whose judges hold their offices: for a li-
mited period. I wizht give other {llastratiods,
but I do not propose to go extehsively into that
argument. The: question. is not one of irame-
diate and pressing consequence, and I have no
dispesition to pursue the discussion farther,
. 'The- advantage of making the proposed set-
tlemert of this question by an amendment to
the Constitution is, that otherwise the subjsct
will be always liable to be re-opened with angry,
vindictive and injurious debate. But when we
hove disposed of it" by a Constitutional provi-.
sion, a8 here proposed, itis removed entirely
from the discussions of Congress. '

Mr. BYRNE:. Will the gentlenian allow me
to ask him a question? . )

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Certainly.

Mr, BYRNE. Did rot Congress, in 1850, 28
part of the compromise measures of that year,
pass an act .providing for the capture of fugi-
tive slaves in the terrifories of the United
States

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Certainly they did.—
Congress might pass any such act, not by vir-
tue of powers-conferred by the Constitution of
the United States, butin virtue of the sove-
reignty of the United States. The Constitution
never applied .to a territory, The tervitories
have been governed, not in accordance with the
provisions of the Constitution, but by virtue of
the sovereignty of the United States, as vested
in her by right of purchase.  And that rightis
absolute, uncontrollable, except at the: discre-
tion of Copgress. It is not a right obtained by
virtue of the Constitution, vor exercissd in ac-
cordance with it. Xt isa right that rises even
superior to it in some respects—not in all.—
This right of sovereignty vests in the Congress
of the United States a right to control the fer-
ritorics In whatever way they may think best,
bacause the United States is the owner of the
territory, and any right of proprietorship and
ownership is vested in them.

But, Mr. Speaker, I have shown how small
is the territory that now lies open to the intro-
duction of ‘slavery. . Is it “worth a ‘quarrel ?—
Here we stand admittedly upon the very verge
of a clvil war. Pennsylvania to-day holds the
keys of this Union in her hands ; and if Penn-
sylvania speaks to Marvland, to Virginia, to

entucky, with & voice of kindness; such as
will persuade them of owr fraternal regard and
bring them over fo a reasonable view of our
mutual interests, the tevolution now threat-
ened Is divested of most of its importance, and
becomes inconsiderable in its extent and eon-
sequences. ' -

But gentlemen say “this would be conces-
sion ; it would be giving up our position.’'—
We are not conceding anything which it is es-
sential we shonld adhere to. We are nct
giving up any of .our positions which involve a
sacrifice of principle. . What was the origin of
all this trouble 7. From what causes did it arice?
Can any man shut his eyés to the fact that]
this question has axisen almost exclusively from
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise ! Had
thot Compromise lihe remainod till this time, |
as the law of the land, there woild now be no
Repnblican party.of any considerable strength.

The South repealed that line. They said,
‘we will carry Slavery into the territory north
of that line—we will do 5o by virtue of a decl-
sion of the Supreme Court; and under the sano-
tion -of the Consiitution.” ' The Republican
party stood up to say, *‘you shall not do so0,”
and the people have endorsed their position.—
They have ‘said, - “‘we¢: congent that you shall
have the privilege of taking slavery below that
line, but you shall not carrry it into one acre
of the territory north ¢fit:’": - That Is the ques-
tion which this election decided. " To ‘suy that
this “election was & ‘nice; halr-splitting, wire-
drawn discrimination with regard ‘to-the doe-
trineg’ of ‘ the ‘Chicago platform, Is totaily to
Inisrepresent the:people of the Btate. .

The South then repsiled - this -compromise.
If now, by a Constitutionn} amendment, we re-
ensct it unalterably, what dowodo?  We force
the South back to thely former pesition; we|
put the Tarritorles In the condition in' which
they were before that' lize was repealed.. Is
this an urdue concession of the North to our
brethren of the South?  The advocates for the
universal diffusion of slavery: now stand before
tHé people fortified " With' ‘the  decision "of the

Supreme Court of - the United :States,  They
melntain that'the Copstitution hag, by ke

Afrand, conceived in
trated for the purpose of adding a Slave Staty

highest tribupal known to our laws, been 3.
clared to carry slavery into every fuot of o
nationsal territory. We gay tothem, *“No, sla
shall not plant its foot in any part of that w
liesnorth of thisline.” Yet gentlemenr wilt
and sey that we aremaking humiliating conc
sions; thatsanctioning this Missousi Compromiz:
line, we are yielding to the South every princ
le that was involved in the last eleciion. :
hold, Sir, that this is not the cass. We ar:
compelling them to recede. ~We are eaying to
them, ‘“you shall not, under the Dred Scost
declsion, or any other dacislon, or by any mears
whatever—you shall not bring Slavery noiti
of this line.”” 'We compel them to go back suid
take their position where they stocd whea thui
line was repealed. )
Is this humiliation ? Admitit, if you please,tu
be concessien, is there nothing at stake of egutv-
alent value? All legislation is a compromiz=.
I have ro sympathy with the ezpression whiciu
hos gained so much prevalence of late, thui
“the day of compromises s past.”” The day of
compromise is never past, in a deliberative as-
sembly. All legislaticn is & compremise. Every
concession, made by cne man to another, upou
any question, National or ‘otherwize, is & com-
promise. We arc called new to consider ihes
questions in their bearing vpon the great N
tional interest. To stand boldly end righkiy
pon the lines of & party platform, and to say
ilhat this platform is paramount to all the con-
siderations suggested by the natlen's presezt
crisis is, I say, a perversity of party, and iv vo-
worthy of the representatives of any peopls.
Sir, we are in an emergoncy which rises for be-
yond considerations like these. Jam heraaz s
Republican ; I was elected ns & Republican ; §
am a Republican now, and will 1 this
question is settled. When I return fo my con-
stituents, they recognize me as s Ropulbilean ;
they know that I am a Republlcan ; end &om
a recent visit among them, I know that the sei-
timents which I now ezpress are eadorsad by
them with very great unanimity—e vnenimity
which surprised myself. I was met repeatediy
by persons, who said to me, “Why do not thoss
resolutions pass Why do you not do sumo-
thing? Why do you not utter the voice of
Penusylvanie in a manner which shall be felt
and understood—with ng uncertrin utterance!
Why not hold up the hands of those patiiots of
the South who ara struggling, not for sacesslon,
but to preserve the integrity of the Union?"

Mr. Speaker, I bavs 1o sympathy with Seuth
Carolina. The moment a State secedes, the
moment she is outside of this Unlon by herowa
declared act, she iz in rebelllon; and in the
language of my friend from Allegheny (Bir.
WiLiianms) it would not comport with the dig-
nity of this State to treat with her whiist rals-
ing arins against the Republic. I usge no plea
for South Carolina, or any cther State that heg
declared herself out of this Cnion. Ba¢, sir, I
stand bere to urge a plea for Virginia, {ov hia-
ryland, for Kentucky, for Delaware, for Blisou-
i, for Tenuessee, for North Carolina. I stand
here to wige that we shall, by this action of
Pennsylvania, hold up, if we can, the hands of
those patriot men who, in the South, are strug-
glin ?:;' this Unjon—suchk men as Gov. Letcu-
er, of Virginia, Gov. Hicks, of Maryland, Gov.
Ellis, of North Carolina—iwho has declured to
the Exccutive of the nation that he retwums the
forts begyuse he will not permit onsovart act of
iithin the limits of the State. Thos
jBOW combatting « strepgth of p
tim %: and fanaticisin in the South, wki
dwarfs £ 19 difficulties which conservative man
in the North encounter in opposing the ¢cztreme
opinions of Northern men. They ere standing
before the nation,battling for the Union,azainst
obstacles which we can barely, if at all, appro-
ciate. Bhall we desert them in this holy cause
and in this hour of their t1ial? For myseli I
shall answer no. By the meesurs which I pro-
pose, we give up unothing of value; we yisld
no principle that has heen st stake ; Lot we say
to these men, ““We aro ready to meet you apoi
a platform that is just to you and just to ouwr-
selves. We recognize your rights and we mean
to protect our own.”” They have aright tocsil
upon us for this sott of eucoursgement and a5
sistance, and I pray God it may not be dendeld
them.

Now, Mr. Speaker, Iet vs look at 1tin anothe
aspect. IfSouth Carclina and Alsvama, azi
all the cotton Blates unite, it i3 hut en incc
'siderable rebellion—lneonsiderabic in ils
‘bers, in its force and in its moral infivence
is utterly impossible taat the cotlon &
alone should form any confederacy, by con
or otherwise, which could attain to any respuct .-
-ble positinn amopg - the nations of the ecarth.
But, sir, if you add Virginia and Margland,
Kentucky, Tennessee and North Carollns, zet
to say Missouri and Delaware, the aspect of the
question is most materially changed. Tha seat
of the Mativnal Government is now at Wash-
ington, in the very midst of Viginlz and
Maryland ; and fust as sure ag those Biatcs sor
cede, 16 will Decome nccessary to protect the
capitel and the frontier, and an srmed land
foroe will be required. So long as this rebel-
lion can be confined to the cotton Btates, they
can be shut in by vessels of war, in their bax
bors, and thus we totally and eatirely obviate
the necessity of a confiict of armed forces upon
the land. But when Virginia and Maryland,
and the States T have named, joln this confed-
eracy of disunion, thenitshall € DeCeESRTY
to fortify the frontier ; sand all along the bor
ders of our own State, we shall have forays and
predatory expeditions from eur own State into
Virginia and Maryland, and from them into
Pennsylvanis, bearing fire and sword, desirus-
tion and desolation upon homes now resting it
peace and smiling in the fullness of their hap-
piness. And let us not forget that the misfor
tunes of war fall mainly on the innocen
such & war! If, in the providence of God 1t
shall ever come, I shall have this melancholly
satisfaction, that I have used every fseble pow-
er I possess to avert it—and may God in his
mercy prevent it.

And, Bir, have wo nothing to gain? Arewe
00w rashly to Tush into a condiddon of ‘things
such as this? And for what? In the nameo
Heaven for what? To prevent one littla targ.
tory from deciding for itzelf whether they will
or will nothave Slavery! Tor, a3 to New Mes-
ico, the questicn i3 already settled. I kmow
thatlesrned gentleman here, famillar with those
topics, will say, *‘why, Slavery is alreedy in
New Mexico.”" Tgrant that Slavery is there
by en act of the territorlal Jegislature of New
Mexico ; and that that legislativo act, not be-
ing annulled or éontrolled by any ast of Con-

gree, it remeins upon the statate-books. The

history of its passage is perhaps frumilisr to all.
Vg s

ashington, was perpes
to'otir confederacy. But Elavery is not carrled

intoisuch a territory as that by mere paper méa-

chinery. I repoat, gir, thatso far as New Mex-
ico is concerned, the teryitory Is virtually frec.
Why, how was it with, reference to Oregon—a
territory which, like this, is made fr:;i b}; fﬁt\%’ﬁ'
When Oregon territcry was or2 ) vil-
mot prm"isgooms ineerted in the act, and Presi-
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