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1t is well for us at times like the present,
wheh the affairs of the world are more confused
than usual, and the rapid succession of iinport-
ant events tends to draw our thoughts to the
sole consideration of the visible, t¢ remind
)
unseen, is not unseeing nor unconcerned.
When all things move on calmly and regular-
ly, we are disposed to forget Ged, since .we see
no indications of His intericrence. When new
and startling events are hurrying us onward so
rapidly. that we can hardly pause fora sober
thought, then we behold somuch of human
policy, contrivance, prejudice and passion, that
we again forget Goed, and in effect we thus
thrust Him at all times beyond the sphere of
Thuman affairs. 'We are disposed to attribute all
things to human agency; to say when we be-
hold . great revolutions, especially if we are in
the midst of them, .and can observe the play
and conflict of human interests, - that God has
|naught to do with thém. We behold the
wickedness of men, we observe bow much they
are aflected by prejudice, by education, by their
position in society, and feel inclined to protect
the honor of God by removing him from all
contact with affairs so moulded by  human
vices.

We charge the events to Satanic agency, to
anything, rnther than accept the real truth, and
live by the faith of it, that never is a time so
peacetul or so troubled, but that.God’s mighty
hand is in it, reducing its elements to order and
pence, or stirring them up to do his bidding.
The Hebrew monarch in my text, aud in the
words immediately connected with it, expresses
this truth in his terse strong words. -His eyes
saw the whole course of nature and human his-
tory under the direct superintendence of God.
He was not stumbled by the power or the suc-
cesses of the wicked. They too, were in the
hands of God, and all their plans were made
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and the righteous to be ‘‘predestined’ to eter-
nal fife ; and Solomon W ¢onnéction with-the
text says: God bath made ‘‘the wicked for the
day of evil.” ‘Whatever interpretation we may
place upon such passages must ‘be one which
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of man’s free agency and responsibility. They
rather present us two ideas; first, that of a
general scheme of government and: providence
which sees .the end from the beginning; and
gecondly, that of the existence of a personal and
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with nations and men.

There is the freedom and the accountability
of the creature, but he moves in and under a,
government which has both its origin and its’
end in cternity; a government in which the
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priucipal actor is God. Or, to give a further
statement of this truth, I would say, my text
teaches that the cntire universe of events, es-
pecially understanding human affairs, is so ar-
ranged, overlooked and directed: by the -great
God, that cven the day of evil,:of calamity,
trouble or revolution which wiclked and rebel-
lious men, acting in the strength of human liber-
ty, bring about to serve their own purposes,
shall be made to adjust itself harmoniously

The houte is large and the sleeping apartments are | 3 2 3 H . i
woroouke ls ping into the vast scheme of God ; so that ultimately,

cles

The TABLE is well provided with all seasonable arli-
This city §s well known throughout the State as

while every wicked man shall bear the burden
of his own responsibility, he shall by no act of

baving the best market oulside of the Atlantic citie¥, an¢ | his infringe upon, muchless defeat; one of God's

consequently no complaints sbhall be made ox that score,
1he BAR has also undergone changes and will be kepl
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sojourner comfortable in every respect,
additions 18 respectfully solivited.

T : J. K., BENFORD & CO,
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purposes; but on thé contrary, every act of]
rebellion, every evil perpetrated, shall fit into
God's plan and work ont God’s end.

" Solomon was & great man and wise. He had
opportunities of observing and understanding’
human history in its relations to God, such as’
few men of his age possessed. The history of
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his own nation and family had been such aswas
well calenlated to impress a mind like his with
a cenviction of the truth, that ¢the Lord hath
made all things for Himself”” He could not
forget-the marvelloug deliverance of his nation
from their bondagé in Bgypt—their journey
- | for forty years in the desert-—their history-when;
!l for four “hundred years under military leaders
and judgés, they took possession of the promised
lana, and established themselves in'it—the al:
ternate successes and “defeats—the occasional
periodsof anarchy when evil seemed about to tri-
umph overgood, and the nationto be on the brink
of dissolution. The wonderful history of his
own Father, now a shepherd boy, now a hunted
fugitive, now a brave warrior, and last a mighty
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and successful king, all these events were emi-
nently fitted to convince the observant mind of
the wisest monarch of the times, that all things
f | were made for God and were governed by Him.
Yet the experience of Solomon was very
limited if we compare it with our own. In his
day, though so long after the august scenes of
crention, the drama of the world’s history had
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hardly begun to be acted. It was still in its
first acts. The great forces which lave been
moving society and the world for many centu-
ries had hardly an cxistence then. The sorld:
was scarcely anything more than his own nation.
Providence seemed to be occupied wholly with
that single people. .\We are permitted to study
the plan of Providence as it Tuns through sev-
eral distinct épochs, asit takes upone nation aftér
another, and develops itself more fully from
age to age. 'We pass beyond the Jewish nation
and the small district of Palestine, and view the
various centres of civilization and learning and

JUST RECEIVED,
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¢ af COST PRICE 4 "’ﬂ velous evolution of good out of évil, the steady”

power as they successively coiae in contact with
Christianity. . We study the display of human
passions'on & wider scale. We see Providence
dealing distinctly with nations and races, lifting-
jthem up or putting them down, using them and
setting them saside. We trace indications of the
Divine hand in periods of great and general
convulsion, bringing order and goodness out of
anarchy and evil.  We see « night of barbar-
Vg passitig wwey.~ ~“We~behold -the brightness
of law andlearning, and of liberty and religion,
dawning upon the earth, We behold the rising
- 1lo0ds and storm of human passions subsiding at
the voice of Him who sitteth-above the floods.
Surely, as the reverent and picis mind stiudies,
the changes in history,.the perpétual and mar-

Progress-of some merciful scherme amiong men,

the suffering and- misery caused by periods. of
internal national convulsion are compensated Ly
subsequent good ; so that the sélfishness and

madnéss of parties who originate révolutions
and disorders to gratify their own passions,

shall be overruled for the advancemeit and.
general happiness of sociely and the {riumph

of the good and the right. The effect of evilis
temporary, of good is permancnt. - That-God
who works in history carriés His purposes:on-:
ward. There is no step backwards, certaiily.
no continued movement. -This wounld indicate
that God Lad relinquished the goveiument df:
men or had been cirgmmvented by Tis enémy.’
When' we look' for. final causes, we must 1ook

forthem amid moral altributes of the Almighty,

and looking there we cannot doubt that this;
world, and the entire seriesofits troubled evénts,:
will conspire to reveal something of the majes-

ty, the wisdom and the goodness of Him.who

filleth all in all, and to proclaim that ‘The
Lord hath made all things for Himself.”

Before I refer to, our own persongal history or
to that of our nation, let us look - abroad -into
the world beyond. = The historic everits ‘of the
year eighteen hundred and sixty will furhish to,
future historians themes to enlist their bighest
genius. 'They are so abundant that I can only
glauce at the more important. .

If we pass first to those contineiits which are
farthest removed from us, and to thosé people
who are most remote from christianity ~and
christian eivilization, we. shall find traces of
wonderful and pregnant movements. In Africd,
thrat land of night and darkncss, there isarousing
up. Sturdy, earnest and christion adventurers
are pushing their woy from all sides’ into the
heart of that great land. Its ancient forests
hear theetread of civilized men. Tts darken¢d
tribes gaze in wonder- on civilized faces. Xts
rivers begin to be ploughed by the steam of civi
lization:” The work of discovery and of chﬁs{iaq
missions-has been progressing as never ‘before, |
The spirif of adventure, thespirit of commerco,
and the spitt of christianily, are together enter-
ing the land to disenthral and regénerate it. = |

Asia, too, has been the theatre of memora
events.  On its Pacdific border, in that Kingdom
of Japan which' has been slumbering for hiany
centurics, a progressive dnd inquiring spirit his
‘been awakened. Tor many yewrs ihie leading
nations of christendom have been knodki
iti ' doors. Now the light of a forcign civi]

tion has been let in... -History hugshrdeed 50T,
sad lessons for our reading. It télls us that the
~white rdoe has rarely henefitted memofw-duslzar
hue when admitted into ITég intercourse with
thei, save as they have com.’, the missionixies’
of salvation.” The négroes of Africa, the Indians-
of North Arnerica, the sons ot the Montczumas, -
the dusky children of Hindostan; the ‘hapless-
and toil-worn coolies of China, can all tell their
dayk and sanguinary tales of the white man's
treachery und crime.  We will hope “for good
in the great nations now opening théir doorgon’
the Eastern Continent. Recent news from the
fat East announce the arrival there of our noble
steamer Niagara, bearing to their own land the
Japanese Ambassadors who but lately left “our
shores. They have already recounted to thou-
sands of their wondering ¢ountrymen the sight-
they beheld in the far off land of eivilization
and christinnity. The Ambassadors of the Prince
of Peace, tod,; are liastening thither, the heralds
of a better future. : o i
. Simultaneously with the news of their arrival
home, we arc startled by thefall of Pekin, the
capital city of a nation of four himdréd fhillions
of men. The profound - quiet and -death-like-
apathy of that strange people, will surelyibe
disturbed, if anything ‘can awaken them. Never
did the future of the Chincse nation avear a
more unsettled aspect than at. the présent mo-'
‘Hiéht. A foreign foe, the soldiers of two of the
mighticst nitions of Christendom; hag entered,*
sword in hand, the precinets of’theirsacrad
‘capital and enriched itself on, its treasures. An
inteérnal enemy, composed of their own-pédple
his long been in openrebellion, ‘and after & suc-.
‘Cession of Lloody trivmphs, holds now-undis-:
puted possession of & large portion of ‘the conn-
‘try. Russig, from the north and: west, is'watch-
ing eageriy the progress of-events, ready- to
seize her portion of the dismemberéd: einpire.
England will not be permitted-to-establish her-
self thefe orin India, nor to monopolize the re-
“wards of victory.. Ifthatanciéntland:is eut up;’
athong the more péwerful nation. Fiance' niust
liave her share ‘of it But while' “England;-
France and- Russidy sre watching eagerly,-like
birds of prey ' around -an-éxpiring bady, lét us
hold to the faith of the text, so often’ illustrat-
ed by history, that “the- Lord hath-'made’ all
things for Himself."* . o i
Western Asia, during thé pastyear, has been
the scene of barbarities,  -which we had hoped:
the sun would nevér again shine uwpon: Hun<
dreds of villages and honies hate beenin flames;;
the mountains of Syria and Lebanon have been.:
filled with thousahds of fagitives flying from:
burning homes, from the sight of massacred:

fierce dogs of war, famishing -in- caves, falling
and dying by the wayside. - Christian 'missions:
have been broken up, and the seapbrtsalong the:
Mediterancan are crewded with naked, famish=.
ing women and children, stretching their hands
to christian lands for bread. - ‘That these -terri-:
ble events will be controlled by the hand:of Al<.

blessing of the inhabitants of western Asia; the
past” history of Providence, and the revealed
purposes of God, do not permit us for a moment.
to doubt. ) R

“The most significant events of the year.abroad
are those which have occurred on the continent;
of Burope. Another most fortunate and favored
nation bhas been Italy. Many weary: centuries

to two years 50 full of hope, of glory and sib-
stantial advancement, as the years 1859 and.
1860. Until a very recent period, Italy was di-,
vided into a number of distinct governments, |
controlled by influences inimieal to the cause-of:
humen liberty and progress, and hostile to the
true welfare of her sons. . Austria ruled withan
iron hand over a large part of her fairest domi-
nions, and by her petty despotism held Italy a8
ina'vice. -Bomba, of infainous memory, tyran-
nized -over the two. Sicilies; and - dying, be-
queathed to his weak son and heir; Francis II.,
a subjected @nd hinting people, impatientof tyT-
amny, and waiting-an opportuny to rise.. The
Papal States, or States of the Church, oppressed |
by the hand of the Holy. Father, lay in the om-
inous-quiet which evermore precedes a convul:
slon: ' With an almost magical rapidity, & won-
darful change has been effacted. : These long:

{that the-‘Roman. Babylon.
e St T oo Tosd

I progréss and true liberty; ond that some new

“frgreat crisis through which our own country s

fathers, husbinds and sons; pursued by: the: ‘taing

niighity Power for the ultimate happingss:and |.ct

have rolled around since that land ‘could point j i

for that land, we may record another prominent
-event; whigh! will have-an important bearing ou
‘Europe and the world. I refer to the -termina-
tion of the-temporal power of the Papacy. ‘This
_event has not yet wholly-become-a formal fact,
“but'its probability is: how so universally recog-
nized, both in’ Protestant and in CatholicChris-
tendum, and the éxisting temporal power of
“the Pope is so shadowy and unsubstantial, that
we may speak of it as one of the eventsof the
“time. 1t is reported - that Cardinal Wiseman,
‘thie -most - distinguished -ecclesiastic of- that
"church known- to- American - readers, . lately re-
‘tired from an interview with' the Pope, suying
to his'friend, **It ig full time to bow to the hand
of Providence, by which' the downfall of the
‘temporal power is visibly decrced.’”” :: Once the
Roman Pontiff placed his foot on' the necks of
Emperors and Kings. * -Once ‘his -voice was po-
-tent in all the cabinets of Kurope.~ Once his
court rivalled in ‘splendor and magnificence
those of thé'mondrchs of great kingdoms. .. He
received tributes, regulated commerce, admin-
‘istered sécular law, divided territories, snd ex-
‘torted liorhage and fear. Now;nonegre $o poor as
to do him reverence.: His possessions have dwin-
‘dled away. Instead of tuling over a .great
country of many millions of people, and vieing
with the strongest nations, in armies and reve-
nues, now but a few discontented thousands
unwillingly acknowledge histemsporal aunthority.
Onc' by one ‘his-states’ have cast. off the rein,
declared themselves free, and entered under the
‘constitutional monarchy of a:man vho is under
‘the ban of excommunication from the Church.
< * Perhaps-the most important of {the human
agencies in effecting these changes is that re-
‘maikable 1hin, Napoleon. IIL., already henored
with the title, ‘‘the true son of the Church.”
The worlds has been strangely divided in its
‘opinion of tlisiman. -Some have regarded him
as shallow and vacillating ; others ax dcep, far-
.siglited ‘and -decided. | History tells us this
miich, that thesword whiich has been unsheathed
‘on-the plains of:-Italy lmsibeen mainly:in his |
hand; and-on:the side-of freedom and progress.
eIt Jing' fallen on the .secular arm; of the
dpacy,2dnd that not accidéntally. . .

“A‘blow has been virtually struck for Protest-
ism: “Itinay 'be that’ Napoleon has. been the
reutiire ‘of ‘clircumstances, but it would sather
cem -that e huy read-the decree of Providence
must fall; has: sesn
thind feldodongendiadany place among the.agen-
cies that kless MankIid; v 1o the-eneamy ¢f 4,

power; perbaps : Protestantism, must take its
‘place. - He has'suid it—Papal Rome, as a secu-,
Iaf gower; has lived out'its time. ..All:that Po-
spery hag'to do, enfeebled-and emaciated as it is,
-deceiver of: the mations as:it ‘has been, is- to
- give up the ghost-and dllow itself to be cairied’
out and buried. The Catholic Church: will con-.
‘tinue; but the fanatical conceit of an infallable
‘Popeis a dogma sof the past, and will be flung
‘away, with the dead'men’s bones and bits of

perstition and idolatry among its people. The
‘power of the Holy Father, as-a temporal sove-
reign, or an: infallible Spiritual Head, is nearly
lost to-do either evil or-good. 'The fall of the
temporal and the denial of the spiritual supre-
macy cannot-long  be: separated. They have
‘both been on the sick list-for many years, and
in their death: they wil not be divided.  The
time has been, when he could compe] princes to
wait at his gate and hold his :stirrup: He has
no powerful subjects now, nor powerful friends.’
There is no help for bis. Holiness in- the earth
beneath, ‘o, it seems from  the course.of Pro-
vidence, “in: the. Heavens -above. Protestant
Bibles are finding:their way all through hislate
doiminions. - /Protestant worship has even - been
eslablished in a palace formerly. occupied by one
of -his predecessors. -His spiritual ministrations
are of smaller and -smaller account every year.
His fall is a sign of - the sure and steady progress
of the Ringdom of Chuist. Millions; in Ttaly
are to-day  accessible :to .Protestant. inflycnces,
‘who were not;: & year ago—who never were be-
foré—millions who:are: just waking and asking’
for right and truth, : L

I should detain you too long  were
the Contihent, in France, in : Northern Europe,
in England, Scotland and Ireland; chariges now:
going on; abolishment of passport systems, the
:stiuggle in Hungary,. the: great religious refor-
mation, in which:tens of thousands have been |
converfed to God, . .. ) LT
.. While these reyolutions have been taking
‘place In other’ lands, they have been regarded
shy: us with.comparative indifference, because the-

passing, excites the quickened and painful appre-*
-hensions of -¢very -pious and . patrictic breast.—
- As wa pass from. .the old “year to'the new, it -is
in‘the -midst . of ong, of the mest memorable
gtruggles that will-ever find record on the page
of History. : It.is & day of darkness and gloom:.-
Thick; elonds lower . sullenly, upon our moun-
‘tains. | Wp:have just united, ab therequest of
our Chief Executive, in. s solemn appeal to
Heaven to avert the dismemberment of otr
-confederacy and o yésort to avms.. .Each day of
‘the-closing year brought: us new developments
th

:more - gtartling -than ; their, predecegsors. . The:

-public eredi destroyed, the treasury plundered,
‘reasonable;movements. assuming 4 bold, duds-

t, and kept in conitenance

bythosein high places; angry jealousies and mut-
tering on’ all sides, new theories in. Tespectite

the perpetual enslavement of an’ inféyior race’
demanding privileges which the enlightened
\consciences of other séctions.of tlie country re-
fuse to allow. ' Stch are some of the things
that filled the closing months of the year and:
secmed to presage the overthrow of the Reptib-
c o

" The. destiny of nations, like that of men,
soine times chabges with astounding rapidity:
It may be go.with ours. Convulsion and revo-
Jlution are terrible for the age and generation-in:
‘which ‘they  occur, but this need not blind out
_minds to the fact already referred to, that God
“has 80 constructed and so governs society, that
.no matter how much 0f ‘evil man mihgles with |
God's “plan, the finul result-ministére: to the
( permanent good of the race. We arefullialive,
we trust, ‘to the’ sins 'and faults: that have.
‘brought us, a& a country,” to our present com-
plexion. Tt is not, however, our purpose: now
to speak of man, but of God; of human acts;
.either to. condemn or approve, but of God's:
‘genéral plan; and epéaking thus; we affirm that|
‘God, . in. - permitting periods of public misery,

long . were i'vtgf_spégtg i
‘of other extensive civil and religious changeson j
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& out of *all* this evil--+1 |
‘appiointed of their hopes,-aré ofteb-ready to des:
air of the prospects of mankind, -and to look
‘with gloomy forebodings' on -the future: -And
certainly, when we behold mep throwing dway
virtue and patriotism, reason'and- humanity,
and, giving the reins to passion ru
to revolution-and war heedless
consequences; there is-rens . 1
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moral triumphs over the physical, the rational
over the unthinking, and human passions die
away. Men may not recognize the hand of God
in it, but He hath done it, for ‘‘He hath made
all things for Himself.”! e bas His ends to
serve with all things created, and will not be de-
He did not make this grand
and beautiful worldein order to destroy it.
did not set the sun and the stars in the Heavens
in order to cast them down thence and guench

He

He did pnot muke man in order to

blot him out of existence.
this great nation and. build into its corner stones
such saving truths of justice, equality and
freedom in order to tear it down with convul-
Convulsions are good disciplinary steps
When He takes in hand a
work of judgment and destruction upon a na-
tion, it is never entirely and purely a work of
destruction, uniessindeed, it be that the nation
has filled it§ cup of iniquity, and is a’leprosy to
the rest of the world.
When God shakes the Heavens and the earth,

it is not that He may .crumble all things to

atows, but in order to save some part at least.

Evermorc in the past, has it been true, that out,
of darkness . and . convulsions, distractions and
desolations, God has' brought something purer
and® higher than anything that preceded ‘it.

Out of the ruins of the Old World he brought
Noal, the germ of a betler race.-- From the
heart of convulsions in 1igypt, He led the cho-
sen race, destroying the Egyptians, that His
people wight be safe., And when He, who was
born at-Bethlehem, was nailed to the Cross, the
earth was shaken and the: faco of the Heavens
with: darkness, men's hearts
tremibled for fear ; but il was at that very hour,

when evil seemed to be rejoicing over good, and
death over life, when the dark wing of the
Prince of death scemed to fill tho Heavens, and
tlie moral order of the universe to Dbe going to
rack, it was then God took His Son -out of the

confusion of all things, declared Him to be the

Son of God with power, by raising him from the |—that wehave been 6 yoridly-—haye spoken so
dend,; gave Him: the victory over death and evil, | meny careless, perhaps. cruel words—have har-
cast down the Prince of Evil from’the Heavens' §o mt hart
of bis fancied pre-eminence, and Jaid sequrethe
foundations of that Church, which, as God's
new. creation, is..evermore rising out’of the’
wreck of this worldl into the realm of evérlast-
‘ing life: o

-Hagmen-rs

al ends.

He did not found
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Haw vrisdoua will.often. be bafiled by the
cuurse - of ‘Providence. . Thin ob m
en-ag weghink they oughtto. . Things will be
shaken which we.supposed were immovable. |-
"The powers of hell may seem fo be let loase, to
be- overturning  all law, all order, all peace.—
Constitutions. which e, deémed jmperishab e 3
may prove as weak as flax in the fire. - Men’s jof mercy hides from our sight all that lies be-
hearts may fail them for fear. sud for looking ;
after the things thatare coming upon the earth.
Yet God will prove, as He ¢ver has donie, that:
the mastery. is not:with the powers of hell, but
with.the powers of Heaven. “‘He hath'made ail Jour-lot no mortal cantell.. - Calanities; public
¢ things for Himself.”” He hath made thig nation -
:the true cross which still keep up a lingering su- Ptor Himself,-; He may, dash.us down from our’
places of pride. Hemay showushow weak weare,:
He may show us how easily the stablestof Gov-

ernments may be dissolved, when “He has any {foundations are sure and will’dntlast the pdss-
ends te serve by it, but let us not at any time; |ing fury of ‘the tempest.
however ddark, suppose thut evil is about to gain
any pensanent triumph over goed, or that the
Prince of Darkness will triumph over the Prince

At the very liour when the malicious

practices and designs of mén are¢ filling 2 land
with confusion, Ged will bring’” forth "the sign;
of the Son of man i greater power and’ glory.
‘As wheén the northérn nations rusked down in
| Larbaric power upon the Roman Empire, threat-:
¢ning the destruction of all law, #lf -order, all
civilization and ~christiznity, the-conguerois
themselves were conquered, infused -fheir-har-
dy blood and manly courage into the dechying
‘sacicty of the Empire and became the-chief sup-
porters apd champions -of _civilization and
‘Christ’s religion, so has it always ‘been; and so
will it always be. o :
s¢ timt when ‘wild ‘and un-
passions are let7loose i a'land -like
uld ere‘long be-a goctal- and - moral
rewn with ‘the- wreck of-our shat-
and religion. - Buthistory asiwell
s t6look for some Kigher good to
) armest- wen . dis-
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t-briefly: to ths history .ol this
church ‘and its families: during the .yenr : now’
past. - Each’ ‘passing year:lnings some - of its
changes for us, and calls us: to-sad:bours.: and
Seasbnd of despondency ag well. as- of, gladnéss’
Some of our-héemes; which one . year.ago  were.
light and cheerful; bave: been darkene
-gréat shiadow, and-the:memory: of: the-.

d by the imixt;
departed | * "F¢

unavsiling tesrs. the

have been removed,
than-in. any fornier|y
you.:. - Of thisnun-
dawn of existence— iad {]
ithe first. yepr of life. . B the'|in'

They will long continue to linger at the graves
of their:kindred, as if to hear again their voices
floating on the air. They are not forbidden to
remember or to'tegret. They are allowed still
Ito pursue with a fond recollection, those whom
they tenderly .loved while on earth, and to
cherish hopes of their abiding safety and peece.

The year has had its blessings also. The eye
is permitted, as it reviews the year, to rest ou
many Uright and happy days, or many quiet,
peaceful, happy scenes in the fumily and the
sanctuary, on many Holy Sabbaths. How many
happy eveningsin our Lomes, secure from rude
alarms. - ;

How many cheerful hours in the society
of friends and in the various avenues of benev-
olent activity | How .often have our fumilies
been permitted to bow in lowly prayer at ihe
domiéstic altar; to commend ourselves, and all
the :world, to the care of the infimte kind
Fatherof all. T ’
In themonth'of March we wereallowed t6 enter
and dedicate our new sanctuary to our God, and
hither, since, piotisand loving hesrts have turned
each Sabbath .to pour forth their praise. Our
weekly meetings for prayer and praise and in-
struction, have been continued, with wsual
ptosperity.. Our: youth and children with scarce-
1y an exception have been regularly gathered
into the SundaySchool, and some of their num
ber. have . entered 'into thoe holy vows.of the
church. A few of our laborious and self-deny-
ing Sunday School Teachers hive ihaugurated
and are carrying successfully onward a Mission
Sunday School enterprise. The highest success
attend them. - : sl
. Thereare some causes of grief: When we refor
to the spiritual condition” and "growth of the
chutch, penitence and sorrow should:fill all our
bosoms, that we have been so upfaithiful to owr
golemn vows—~tliat we have Been so forgetful o1
our obligations—that we have lost 80 many op-
portunities -of usefulness, and wasted so wany
precious hours that will never comte back again

bored so mfiny uncharitable and-anforgiving

‘thoughts, . and -have ; been. guilty of such:base

ungratitude to the great Bepefactor aud Re-
deemer of votir'souls. ' We have caiise also for
mourning that: 50 few. have forsakem their sins
and turned to God—that so many have restrain

B

e b the fed ‘prayer, and added’ dnother year’s burden: of
gs will not move{unforgiven sin prd guilt to the load plready on

their souls.- - ] : ;

We have stepped’ acrods- Thet: invisibie Hus
that, divides the old 'year from ihe mew.
We walk in the borders of un ubtried and un-
discovered countiy. - A veil woven by thehand

fore us. We are in the midst of stranger events
than usual. Within the setting of twd more
suns.the whole, state. of- rifairs, public and pii-
vate, may entirely alter. » 'What shall fall to

and private may. increase arcund us, but He
whdse house is built upon a rock’ will not be
dismayed, albeit the-winds roar and the ‘wayes
beat and dash against it. He knows that the

_ Indeed, my hearers, if you wre’ beloved of
God, if this land is God's land, if we and itare
designed for a brighter, more nsefnl and glorious -
future, it seems to me that the history of Provi-
dénce tells us, a thousand times repested, that
God will ¢ome to us, and if we are not serving
Him as we ought, He will send preat and search-
ing sorrows into our familits; He will pull down
the pillars that we lean upon, and will send
great and terrible calamities into the lind™1hat
shall shake the eartlr under.our feet. : 1t is thus
| He warps us not to give up our hearts to. this
frail and perishable world. It is thus Hewains
nations to leave the quicksands of expedicncy
and worldly policy, and build the foundaticns
of their stafes on' righteousness and ‘the swe
teachings of His. word: .. :

The eventful, memorable year 1860 is pust.
Its deeds are rapidly receding from us into that
abyss which Hag swallowed up. &l} the former
births of time. . The Providence which guided

Fhe past guides all the evenis in.the midst of

which we are still moving. It remains for us
to ask ourselves, whether we ate _sev’er'ﬁl]y by
our conduct ¢o-operating in:.carxying:.out: the
plan-of Providence, or helping to thwart it. The
great end of the Divine adniinistration over us
is. Goodness, final; perfect; etexpaliGoodness. Ir
we. are giming at ghat, then are we in our
sphere ;, 1f. we are selfishly” seeking “our own
ends—if-ouy heattsiave filled pvith: bittepness to-
ward men, .and, disehediehee toward God, then

lare we nrrayed against God.and must meet the

doom of his foes. et o

. .Oh, how blqssed the opportunities given to
the vory feeblest of us, 'to'be co-workers with
God, with him.to.confront.and gyerpower. -evil
with.good: -But how ¢an we battle, with evil
unless our own hearts are good 7 "And how can
we be good unless.supreine goodness introduces
into our evik the goodness which we do not by
pature possess? ~ Yes, we Tiust'be’ regenerated
into "goodness.. . Then; hiwing .God for our
friend, however humble apd however great may
be“onr earthly lot God*will'lige us: ¢ polished
shafts in:his quiver in the.great battle of good
apainst evil. LT

- We have pass

issedsthe ‘{hreshhold of the . new
year and:stand amid its opening rceneg, Their
gravity Aud importance weigh o millions of
héarts. Yo! ‘ére long, -ere ‘uany iyohrs ‘have
rolled: awpy, we shall be standing. st the thresh-
hold . of a new life. | Al \f(‘)mié’_r“iluf;gs will
ha¥e passed away.: - A gew -orderiof ihings will
hel-beginning for: ns.: Ergm dhat threshbold
onward ouy portion i\'il'rﬁe either with the
thildren of Gody frone pehose, eves :God will
wipe away sl tears, or. we. ghall be banished
forever from the’ sight’ ot gooduess - Here
calamities and-blessings sre nixed-up together.
There they will b separated everlastingly.—
They who here endeavored” to-tirwlevil inte

goodd will find themeelv@s thea . filled and en-
compussed with goodness and that farever. And

they who have sought to-turii good (into evil,

gieat’ ddy; Whientall the yeus of
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‘Hurt not: the; earth,
ecs till we haye seal-
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