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THE SKATER.

When winter days are grim and cold,
And beards with frost turn gray and old,
Who braves the wind so cold,
And tries “on {ce” his way to hold?
The Skater.

Who buckles tight with care each strap,
To guard against the sad mishap
Of falling down and getting a rap
Om the empty skull inside bis cap?
The Skater.

' Who tries to “get up,” but tumbles down,

Just when he is ““doing the thing up brown,”

And smashes his nose and eracks his crown,

And gets himself laughed at by half the town?
g The Skater.

Who tries to set up, while his head goes round,

And he sees stars all over the ground,

While his ears are ringing a thundering sound,

Like a million hammers that pound and pound?
The Skater.

Who sees the girl snicker he had hoped to win,
While the boys pretend pity and try not to grin,
And asks if he's hurt him without or within,
And tell him to “get up and trv it again ®

. The Skater.

Who slides on a spot where the fce is thin,
And it eracks and breaks, and lets him in,
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And he scrambles out wet clear to the skin,
With a bloody nose and a broken chin? .
The Skater.

Who scrambles home to his mother's door,

Witk his hat all smashed and his trousers tore,

And covered with mud behind and before,

And ruined forever the suit he wore,

Andevery bone in his body sore,

And winter pinching at every pore,

Disgusted and sad to the very core,

And throws his skates down across the floor,

And vows he “won’t wear skates no more
The Skater.
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THE POOR RELATION’'S GIFT.

BY ETHEL LYNN.,

On clouds =oftly flying
A sumbeam was lying,
In the clear, fragrant ether of May ;
But peeplug in wonder,
To =ee the earth under,
He slipped, and went glancing away.

No word did he utter,

But straight through a shutter,
By the Shadow but faintly resisted,

He danced in delight,

“Like a urbulent wight,
Till his rays were all broken and twisted.

About, every side
Lay gifts for a bride,
Silver melted, tormented and riven,
Till the gnome of the mine,
In its bravery fine,
Would know not the thing he had given.

Soft mist-woven laces,
Mosaics and vases,
Pictures, jewels, a fortune each one
Statuette, pale and cold,
Cunning meshes of gold,
All laughed in the light of the sun.

A meek poor relation,
In some trepidation,
Sent a Bible, with love and her prayers;
On a table it laid,
Quite alone in the shade,
Not a home among glittering wares.

Sun-Beam kept his way

Or’er the gorgeous array,
Shining metal and jewels so bright ;

Yet sadly he turned,

As the sun lower burned,
And faced him towards fast coming night.

“No token find I,
Worth a child of the sky,
No home where at last I may sleep ;
No heart comfort here
For the fast.falling tear,
When the bride sorrow’s vigil shall keep.”

In the gathering gloom
Of the gift-crowded room,
Seeking peace, Sun-Beam found it at last ;&
For lo ! the Old Story
Lay basking in glory,
Till the life of the Sun-Beam had passed
* * * * * *

But twelve moons had died,
When the gay, girlish bride,
Holding Sorrow close-claped by the hand,
Came meekly to know
How a sinner might go
On the way to a heavenly land.

Then lucid and bright
Shone out the lost light,
On the way leading up to salvation,
‘While a soft echo fell,
Like a heavenly spell—
*Twas the prayer of the bride’s poor relation.

This is the way a French paper chroni-
cles an accident. : *‘On Saturday, an acei-
dent which might have been attended with

| sad results took place in this city (Paris.)

A bricklayer, having lost his balance, fell
from the sixth story of a house to the street.
Fortunately, two women who were chat-
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ting on the sidewalk received the falling

}man on their heads and broke his fall. —

| The bricklayer was taken up safeand seund.
| The bystanders shuddered to think that but
| for a Incky chance the accident wounld have
{ eost him his life. The two women were in-
| stantly killed.”

| e

| e An old man having generously divi-
| ded his money among his heirs, and being
| afterwards treated like a dog by them, got
| an old chest and kept it constantly locked,
giving out that he had yeta considerable
amount of money laid away. The conse-
quence was, that the heirs changed their
tactics and each tried his best to use him
well.  After his death, the chest was open
ed and contained only an old mallet, and a
slip of paper, on which was written the
following lines :

«“Whoever divides his money before ee’s

dead,
Take this mallet and knock him on the
head. .

p&~ Quarrels would never last long if
were pn one side only: -

fhre

.

A STRANGE INHERITANCE,

A ROMANTIC FRENCH STORY.

“Is she dead then ?”

““Yes, madam,” replied the gentleman in
brown coat and short breeches.

“‘And her will 2

“Is going to be opened here immediately
by her solicitor.”

“‘Shall we inherit anything ?”

“It must be supposed so; we have a
du'm-li

““Who is the miserable dressed personage
who intrudes herself there 2"

“‘Oh, she,” said the little man, sneering-
ly, “she won’t have much in the will. She
is a sister to the deceased.”

““What, that Annie, who wedded a man
of nothing, an officer ?” !

‘‘Precisely so.”

“‘She must have no small amount of im-
pudence to present herself here before a re-
spectable family,”

“The more so, as sister Egerie, of noble
birth, has never forgiven her that messalli-
ance.”

Annie moved at this time across the
room in which the family of the deceased
were assembled. She was pale ; her fine
black eyes were filled with precocious
wrinkles.

““What do you come herefor ?” said with
great haughtiness, Madame de Villeboys,
the lady who, a moment before, had been
interrogating the little man whe hadinher-
ited with her.

“Madame,” the poor lady replied, with
bhumanity, “I do not come here to claim a
part of what does not belongto me; Tam
come solely to see M. Dubois, my sister’s
solicitor, to ingnire if she spoke of me in
her last hours.”

“What ! do you think people busy them-
selves about you ?” arrogantly observed
Madame de Villeboys ; ““the disgrace of a
great house—you wedded a man of noth-
ing, a soldier of Bonaparte's

“Madame, my husband, though a child
of the people, was a brave man, and what
is better, an honest man,” observed An-
nie.

At this moment a venerable looking per-
sonage, the notary Dubois, made his ap-
pearance.

*Cease,” said he, “to approach Annie
with a union which her sister hds long for-
given her. Annie loved a brave, generous
and good man, who had no other erime to
reproach himself with than poverty, and
the obscurity of his name. Nevertheless,
had he lived, if his family had known him
as well as I knew him—I, his old friend—
Annie would be at this time happy and re-
spected.”

“But why is this woman here.”
“‘Because it is her place to be here,” re-
plied the notary gravely, “I myself re-
quested her to attend.”

M. Dubois_then proceeded to open the
will. "

“I, being sound in mind and heart, Ege-
rie de Damening, retired asa boarder in
the Convent of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
dictate the following wishes as the expres-
sion of my formal desire and principal
clause of my testament :

“After my decease there will be found
two hundred thousand francs in money at
my notary’s, besides jewelry, clothes and
furniture, and also a chatean worth two
hundred thousand francs.

“In the convent, where I have been re-
siding, there will only be found my book,
Heurs DE 1A VIERGE, & holy volume, which
remains asit was when I took it with me
at the time of the emigration.

«I desire that these objects be divided
into three lots.

“The first lot, the two hundred thousand
franes.

“The second lot, the chateau, furniture
and jewels.

“The third lot, my book, HEURS DELA
VIERGE.

“I have pardoned my sister Annie the
grief she has caused us, and I would have
comforted her in her sorrows if I had but
known sooner of her return toFrance. I
compensate her in my will.

«Madame de Villeboys. my beloved cons-
in, shall have the first choice.

“M. Vatry, "my brother-in-law,
have the second choice.

«Annie will take the remaining lot.”

“Ah! ah!” said Vatry, “sister Egerie
was a good one ; that was rather clever on
her part.”

_ ““Annie will only have the prayer book,”
exclaimed Madame de Villeboys, laughing.
The notary interrupted her jocularly.

“Madame,” said he, “what lot do you
choose ?”

«“The t®o hundred thousand franesin
money.”

“Have yon fully made up your mind ?”

“Perfectly so.”

The man of law addressing himself to
the good feelings of the lady, said: ‘Ma-
dam you are rich, and Annie has nothing.
Couldn't youleave thislot and take the book
of prayers, which the eccentricity of the
deceased has placed on a par with the other
lots 2"

“You must be joking, M. Dubois,” ex-
claimed Madame de Villeboys ; *‘you must
be very dull not to see theintention of sis-

’

shall

g"'l‘gerie in all this. OQur honored cousin
ful well it ey bogk of  prayers
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would fall to the lot of Annie who has the
last choice.”

“And what do you conclude from that ?
said the notary.

“I conclude that she intends to intimate
to her sister that repentance and prayer
was the only help she had to expect in this
world.” .

As she finished these words, Madame de
Villeboys made a definite selection of the
ready money for her share. Monsieur Va-
try, as may be easily imagined, selected the
chateau, furniture and jewels as his lot.

“Monsieur Vatry,” said M. Dubois to
that gentleman, ‘‘even supposeit had been
the intention of the deceased to punish her
sister, it would be noble on your part, mil-
lionaire as you ave, to give at least a por-
tion of yours to Annie, who wants it so
much.”

“Thanks for your advice, dear sir,’ re-
plied Vatry, “‘the mansion is situated on the
very confines of the woods, and suits me
admirably, all the more so that it is ready
furnished. As to the jewels of sister Ege-
rie, they are reminiscences which I ought
never to part with.”

“Since it is so,” said the notary, “my
poor Madame Annie, here’s a prayer-book
that remains to you.”

Annie, attended by her son, a handsome
boy, with blue eyes, took her sister’s old
prayer book, and making her son kiss it
after her, said :

“Hector, kiss this book which belonged
to your Aunt, who is dead, but who would
have loved you well, had she known you.
When you have lenrned to read you will
pray to Heaven to make you wise and good
and happier than your unfortunate moth-
er.”
The eyes of those who were present were
filled with tears, notwithstanding their
efforts to preserve a feeling of indifference.

The child embraced the old prayer book
with boyish fervor, and opened 1t, ex-
claiming : .

“Oh! mamma, look what pretty pic-
tures.”

“Indeed !” said the mother, happy in
the gladness of her boy.

“Yes. The good Virgin ina red dress.
holding the infant in her arms, But why,
mamma has silk paper been put upon the
pictures.”

*So that they may not be injured my
dear.”

*‘But, mamma, why there are ten silk pa-
pers to each engraving ?

The mother looked, and uttering a sud-
den shriek, 8he fell into the arms of M.
Dubois, the notary, who, addressing those
present, said :

“Leave heralone;it won't be much.—
People don’t die of these shocks. As for
vou, little one,” addressing Hector, ‘‘give
me the prayer book, you'll tear thée en-
gravings.”

The inheritors withdrew, making various
conjectures as to the cause of Annie's sud-
den illness, and the interest which the no-
tary took in her. A month afterwards
they met Annie and her son, exceedingly
well but not extravagantly dressed, taking
an airing in & two horse chariot. This led
them to make inquiries, and they learned
that Madame Annie had recently pur-
chased a mansion for one hundred thous-
and francs, and was giving & firstrate edu-
cation to her son.

The news came like a thunderbolt upon
them. Madame de Villeboys and M. Va-
try hastened to the notary for explanation.
The good Dubois was workingat his desk.
“Perhaps we are disturbing you,” said
the arrogant lady.

“No matter ; I was in the act of setting
a purchase in the state fund for Madame
Annie.”

“What ! hfswll; plgﬁhlgni;lg a tgzﬁ?ee?"?l"l‘

ui g she s one t 7
eqU}1):1‘%:.\1)!43‘115' s0."” .

“But where did the money come from ?

““What ! did you not see ?

“When ? ” .

““When she shrieked on seeing what the
p;-l:lxyﬁx: book contained which sheiuheri-
ted ?

“ ¥e observed nothing.”

“Oh!I thought you saw it,” said the
sarcastic notary. *‘That prayer book con-
tained sixty engravings, and each engrav-
ing was covered by ten notes of a thousand
franes each.” ’

“Good Heavens!” exclaimed Vatry,
thunderstruck. .

«If I had only known it ! shouted Ma-
dame de Villeboys.

“You had your choice,” added the nota-
ry ; “I myself urged you to take the book
but you refused.”

“But who could expect to find a fortune
in a breviary.”

The two baffled egotists withdrew, their
hearts swollen with passionate envy.

Madame Annie is still in Paris. If you
pass by the Rue Lafitte of a fine summer
evening, you will see a charming picture
on the flrst floor, illuminated by the reflec-
tion of wax lights.

A lady has joined the two hands of her
son, a fair child of six years of , in the
attitude of prayer, before an old book of
HEevrs DE LA VIERGE, and for which a case
of gold has been made.

“Pray for me,” said the mother.

“And for what else?” inquired the
child.

“For your father, your dear father, who

perish without knowing you, without be-
ing able to love you.
“Must I pray to the saints, my moth-
o ?‘Yel, my child, and do not forget a
saint who watches from Heaven, and smiles
upon us from above the clouds.

|

!

“What is the name of the saint, ma-

[m?n

The mother then, wateri the child’s
head with her tears, ans' i
“"Her nenye is Bivtey Pgerto!”

CUSTER’S INDIAN CAP'TI‘IVB 1

Conduct of the S8quaws--Demeanor of the
‘Wounded --Passion for Hard Tack.

(Field Correspondence of New York Herald.)

During the first few days of the captivity
of the squaws of Black Kettle’s band of
Cheyennes there was considerable anxiety
felt by them. They all expected they were
to be killed in retaliation of the atrocities
committed by their band. At first the
wounded ones refused to go to the hospi-
tal, fearing they were the first singled ont
for vengeance. The soldiers talking to each
other not in tones the most gentle and eu-
phonious, and in a language they did not
understand, they constrned it into a con-
troversy as to when and how they were to
be disposed.of. In constant dread of what
disposition was to be made of them, sever-
al of the squaws visited General Sheridan’s
interpreter, Mr. Curtis, and asked him
whether they were to be killed When as-
sured that the white man did not kill wo-
men and children for what the warriors
did, they felt materially felieved. Since
then the wounded squaws have appeared
more lively and exhibit an unnsual feeling
of gratitude for the kind treatment they
have been receiving. This feeling they
manifest by shaking hands with the sur-
geon whenever he visits them. The most
remarkable instances of fortitnde are ex-
hibited in the cases of the wounded Indian
children. The desperation of the fighting
at the battle of thé Washita on the part of
the savage may be judged from the fact that
no male prisomers were taken over eight
years old, the rest taking up arms and joiun-
ing in the fight. There are now in the L
gital several very your boys and girls bad-
ly wounde? hut from ne. 2 single of
them has come the siightest audible indiea-
tion of their suffering ; yet the expression
of their faces, the wild glance of their eyes,
betray that ey do mnot suffer. During
probing and

one

such painful operations as
cleaning out their wounds, placing the
thumb on one temple and stretching th

hand across the forehead, fixing the second
finger on the temple opposite, they close
their eyes and patiently submit to such
opérations as the teaching of surgery re-
quire. One, little girl about six years of
age, has a bullet hole throngh her body. on
the left side, and yet she sits up and makes
no complaints. All the wounded sqguaws

and children rode in on their.ponies, re-
fusing to have anything to do with ambu-
lances. Another singular feature in the
wounded is the peculiarly offensive odor of |
the slonghing wounds.

The well squaws are still emecamped with

the cavalry, and seem to be contented with
their lot. The male children amnuse them-
selves throwing reeds, asif they were spears,
at different objects, thus displaying the cul-
tivation of their expanding merit as future
warriors.
Among the trophies brought in was 2
handsome lodge, which belongs to General
Custar. To-day this was unloaded from
the wagon, and having sent for several
squaws, the general had the lodge put up
in true Indian style. This is part of the
duties of the squaws, andin a very few
minutes they displayed their proficiency to
an extent which surprised every one.  The
lodge is of skins, and perfectly white. Tt
is not at all surprising that the loss of their
lodges is looked upon by the savages as so
great a calamity. The number of skins,
the proper tanning of them, fitted and
stitching them together, constitute evident-
Iy a labor and exponsé of considerable mag-
nitude. In setting up a lodge the squaws
get around the lodge with poles in their
hands ; these they lock at the upper ex-
tremities and set them in position forming
the skeleton of the lodge. The lodge skin,
one end attached to a pole, is laid in an up-
right position against the poles already up :
the skin is then unrolied and wrapped
around the outside over the lodge poles.
The ends are then fastened with throngs,
leaving an aperture about three feet high
for an entrance; and at the- top for the
egress of smoke.

The eaptives, sick or well, have not lost
appetite or flesh since in our hands. Their
capacities for stowing away food are truly
amazing. Hard tack to them is a great
luxury, and old and young, sick and well,
devour it with all the relish of the choicest
and richest cake.

Ba5=A fellow who eame by the railroad,
being a stranger, strolled about for some
time on the outskirts of a town in search of
a barber. He finally discovered one and
requested the operator to take offa shil-
ling's worth of hair. The barber trimmed |
his locks very neatly, soaped up the re-
mainder very handsomely, and then comb-
ed and brushed him up till his head looked
as if it belonged to some other person than
himself. ‘“‘Are you dome ?” asked the
stranger, as the barber removed the nap-
kin from his neck. “Yes, sir,” said the
barber, with a low bow. “‘Are yon certain
that you took a shilling’s worth ?” “Yes,

How Gen. Irwin was Defeated.

It is currently rumored at Harrisburg
that the defeat of Gen. Erwin for State
Treasurer was aided by certain banks,
which had not heretofore been favored with
deposits of moneys belonging to the State.

b [t seems they were willing to pay liberally
for the purpose of effecting a change, and
the generally received opinion at the State
Capitol is that certain institutions combined
to raise the sum of seventy-five thousand
dollars to buy the votes of purchasable Rad
ical members for the festive Bob Mackey.

The law regulating the office of State
Tresurer is radically wrong. Heis paid a
moderate salary, but is allowed to deposit
the revenues of the Stafe in such banks as
he may seleet, the banks being willing to
pay a liberel rate of interest for the use of
the large sums thus placed at their com-
mand.  As things are now managed the av-
erage amount at the command of the State
Treasurer foots up to millions of dollars.
The result has been that Mr. Kemble and
other State Treasurers have amassed very
large fortunes.

The proper way to do, wounld be to re-
qnire the public moneys of the State to be
applicd to payment of the debt at short in-
tervals, instead of allowing vast sums to ac-
cumalate and be used for the purpose of
enriching the State Treasurer. The oust-
ing of Gen. Irwin by a combination of the
Cameron faction with certain banks, which
expeet to handle the State funds, is only
another instance of the wide spread corrup-
tion which l'X‘("‘(l!l‘. in this State under
Radical rule.— Loocaster Intelligencer.
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A Gaze or House THieves FERRETED
Orr.—Some time ago, Bully Lyon, of
I =, o detective, gained some impor-

nformation in reference to a gang of
horse theives, who were committing their
depredations in various parts of the State.
He went guictly to work, and at last suc-
.Jed in tracing them to their headquar-

led Hell's Gate, i Lu-

at a M.L-'w e
On proceeding there Mr.

zerne county.
Lyon found portion of a doubls team, be-

longing to Mr. Tobias Worman, (father-in-
law of Capt. P. C. Huber, formerly of this
ity,) of Ri ville, Bucks county, which
were st the month of September last.
On the first trip made by the Detective, he
succeeded in arresting three of the gang,
and on Monday of last week arrested one at
Bridgeport, N. J., aud another resident‘in
Jethlehem—Jacob Roth, a brother of Mr.

Roth, of TFriedensville. Roth's
premises were examined, but no stolen ar-
ticles conld be identified. He was however
taken to Doylestown, where he was given &
he ¢ before Justice Pugh, who held him
in 23000 bail to answer at February term of
Conrt, on strength of the Detective alleging
to have evidence which connects him with
a gang of Liorse theives and other maraud-
One of Mr Worman's Lorses aud the
conveyance were recovered at Hell Gate,
near Hazelton, Luzerne connty, and infor-
mation there obtained of the whereabouts
— Allentown Dem.

George

ors.

of the other herse.
R et cropaen

E=Col. Moore, a veferan politician of
the OId Dominion, enjoyed a personal pop-
ularity on account of his affability of man-
ner, and of course could always earry a big
vote whenever he was up for an office. He
generally spoke to everybody he met, and
nsually he succeeded in convincing them
that he knew them well He met his
match one morning, however, when on
meeting o countrvman he shook hande
heartily with him and commenced : e

“W§hy, how do you do, sir? Iam very
glad to see you : a fine day, sir; I.see you
still ride your fine gray mare, sir.”

“No, sir, this horse is one I-borrowed
this morning.” 3

“Oh ! ah ! well. sir, how is the old gentle-
man and lady ?”

“My parents have been dead about three

years, sir 2” .
“Bnt how is your wife, sir, and the chil-
dren ?”

“I am not married, sir.”

“Sure enonugh. Do vou still live on the
old farm ?” ;

“No, sir ; 1 have just arrived from Ohio,
where I was born.”

“3Well, sir. T guess T don’t know you af-
tor ull.  Good morning, sir:”
5 o
pes= A Tennessee Dutchman having

caught his son in wrong doing, determined
to ®dminister a dose of hickory. So he
trimmed a switeh and went to look for the
lad who incontinently took to- his heels.
After chasing the boy around for a while,
the old man. thonght to persuade him to
stop and take the licking. So he shouted :
“Shon, sthop ! Tamnotso madas vatI
vash !

—ee O ~

New Orneaxns, Jan. 9.—General Rosseau
died very ealmly last night at eleven o’clock,
having taken leave ofhis friends and staft
shortly before. Manifestations of regret
are universal. To-day being a holiday, the
anuniversary of the battle of New Orleans,

sir ; there’s a glass ; you can look for your-

self.” *‘Well,” said the stranger, *‘if you |
think you have taken a shilling’s worth off, |
I don’t know as I have got any change, so |
you may just take the hair for your trouble,” |
On hearing this, the barber made a jnmpi
gor the mun, whereupon the man made a,
jump for the doer, which Rot being bolted, |

" b botted bimeed?. k

all flags both of the foreign consulates and
Ameriean, are at half-mast and draped in

| mourning.

RS S .

B~ “Why do womer spend so much
time and money on dress ?” asked a gentle-
man of a Newport belle. *“To worry other
women,”’ was the sarcostie but ey
ply.
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