R

- For the dgitator.
THE VILLAGE 3TREAM.
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“But I sm ¢! sine last Xstood .1
wdemmmg-m"
Yes, I aa changed, T am not now -
ni’vh ln‘[{:h of 'yore, -
o e e -
gm{h’ym&l:&mgld‘mdnbn&
Mehad your aring pong .. .
Died out upon the shore. L.

changed—-ilfs wogrs nompra , -,
o Ry ranee which tha It Woree-
Thoss droams hive paméd awny;.
mbmdwﬁ;&:‘mﬁ
Long sinos have turned to clay. *
‘s com o’cr mind and s,

A chaage

Yolceless, yet all beyond 1 ,
And from my cheek and‘drow,

Thedew of childhood’s morn fled—

Time on its wings has swiftly
And loft me changed us dow.

But the dear friends who blossed my ot

In those old hanns, aro not forgot-—
In memory atill they dwell.

No changes can evor rosch my héart

o force mo with their names to pard,
0, still I l6vo them welll

And do I sigh for those dedr hours

8pont 'mid thy brightly blooming flowers ?
Ah, no, I would not be

Toated on the waves of  and fears

Which dim Fouth's brightent Hors wm:\alss
For all its joy and glee.

Although I'm changed, a holier apell
Than ever on my life had folt
In those pure, eless days :
Now cheers my heart where'er I rove,
8hedding the light of peace and love
Upon my silent way.

easant Valley, lowa.

—_Political,

ABSTRACT OF THE
GOVERNOR'S HESSAGE,

The report of the State Treasurer will ex-
hicit 10 you, in detail, the operalions of his
depapiment. The results are more satisfac.
tory and encouraging than were anticipated.

‘T'he receipts at the Treasury for the fiscal
year gnding November 30, 1855, including
the balance in the Treasury on the lst day ot
December, 1854, (81,240,928 72) amounted
t0 86,631,402 83. The total payments for
the same period were 85,885,705 52; leav-
g a balance in the Treasury on the 30th
November, 1855, of $1,245,607 3I. No
loans, temporary or otherwise, were negotia-
ted Yuring the past fiscal year, as they were
hot required by the wants of the Treasury.

‘The receipts during the past year, fromall
sources, (excluding the balance in the Trea-
sury on the first day of December, 1854,)
were 85,300,474 11. The ordinary expen-
ditures for the same periad, inclading the ia-
terest on the public debt, were $4,139,512
28, showing an excess of receipts over ordi-
nary expenditures of $1,250,961 83,

The extraordinary payments for the year
were 81,246,193 24, as follows, viz :—To
the completion of the new Poringe railroad
over the Allegheny mountains, $446,762 12 ;
to the North Branch canal, 87,562 67 ; to
the Columbia railroad, to re-lay south track,
8183,10000; 10 the payment of domestic
creditors, 8Y,62985; to the redemption of
loans, $316,550 60, and to relief.notes can-
celled, 8260,588 00,

The balance in the Treasury will be re-
quired for the payment of the interest on the
State debt falling due in February next, and

*for unpaid appropriations. The inlerest on
the fuuded debt of the Commonwealth, which
became due in February and August last,
was promptly paid; and it is gratifyiog to
state that the interest due in February next
will be pald with equal prompiness. The
credit of the State may be regarded as firmly
established, and with proper economy and a
careful and honest management of her finan-
ces, an annual reduction of her debt,to a
considerable extent, may be confidently ex.
pected.

There is due by the Treasury to the Sink-.
ing Fund the sum of $335,011 39, to be ap-
plied to the redemption of the relief notes now
in circulation, and to the funded debt of the
Commonwealth, ‘The greater part of the
funded debt bears interest at the rate of five
per cenl, per annum; the balance bears a
atill less rate of interest. DBut as the tempo.
rary loans, which by law are to be first paid
out of the available means of the Treasury,
bear 'interest at the rate of six per cent,, it
has been decmed advisable, as a maiter of
economy, to apply the surplus revenues (o the
payment of these loans. When these are
liquidated, the amount due and properly ap-
plicable to the Sinking Fund will be paid, and
its operation contioued as directed by law.

Notwithsitanding she revenues for 1he last
four or five years have largely exceeded the
ordinary expenditures of the gavernment, yet
w consequence of the large and insatiable de-
mands upon the Treasvry for 1he completton
of the North Branch canal, the Portage rail-
Foad and other kindred improvements, the
public debt, instead of being reduced, has
been ncreased. This increase, with the
amount and condition of the debt at different.
periods, will be seen in the following state.
ments ;

Statement of the funded and unfunded debt of the

Commonwealth on the 1st day of December, 1851,
a8 per report of the Auditor General.

Funded debt, vix:

bpercent. loans. ... .vvinniiaiies 82,314,023 51
A MM e 36.704,484 03
b % M e, . 198,200 00
Total fouded debt...... veoees £39,216,707 54
Unfunded debt, viz :
Relief notes in circolation.........  $6506,163 00
Interest certificates outstanding.... 150231 82
4 L4 pnclaimed..... 4.448 38
Interest on ontstanding and nnehim.
ed certificates, when funded..... 9.75291
Domestic creditors. .. veevssnssns 82,932 74

897528 82
Total debt December 1, 1851. , $40,114,236 39

Statement showing the indebledness of the Common-

wealth on the \at day of D, 1854
e "%o {‘ ' ecember, , a8 per

Funded debt, viz:
Gpercent. loans........un,, »oo $532,10493
T 39,064,609 97
L T T 388,200 00
4% u . ceversne 100,000 00
Total fundeddebt...,........ $40,084914 80
Unfunded debt, vizs
Relief notes in circulation......... 494,361 00
Interest cortificates ootstanding. ;. 2485721
“ “ - -unchimed,...,. 4,44838
Ioterest on outrtanding and unclaim. N
ed certificates, when funded. . ,,, -1,87097
Pomestic credilors® cerlificates. .. ., - 8,707°6]
Balance of temporary loan of April
L 1858, .0 i e 560,000 00
Balance of temporary loar of May o0 00
N Viiedeneisieenenran, 450,435 61
Total arifunded debt and tempo.
Ty loans..cococnciicneinaensss $1,538.680 84
Carrried forward........... 41,623,59574

Brooght forward. ... .. 941,693,595 74
To these should be added the fullow. .
ng relief notes, not included in -
crelief notes in tircolatinn,” viz:
Relief notes wade by the Lancaster

Y aad thonghtfel BSw . - -

L +Tett 4R BERRe bl

s

- Bank; not charged on State Trea:

aprer's books. s iessecironisnng

Relief notes put in circulution Sep.
tembor, 1854, &nd not redeemed .
“‘December 1,185

. §25,00000

4 - 50,000 00
75,00000
Tolel public debt December1, .
4... cesieeeniieensaeee.. 41,608,595 T4
“ 1851 40,114,236 39
Tncrease of debt in threo years, " 1,584,359 85
The funded and unfunded debt, including unpoid
temporary loans, on the first day of December,
1855, the close of the last fiscal year, as per report
of the Auditor General and Stale Tyeasurer, was
as follows, to wil : :

asses

L “

Funded debt, viz: oo
6 per cent. loan cversasesss @516,15493
s i S Cvveeerens « 389034455,
dE 8 fiiiiiiiiii i 888200
L B S . 100,000 60
Tatal funded debt....... ' oes . 833,907,800 47
Unfunded debt, viz:
Relief notes in circulation......... 258,773 00

Interest certificates outflanding.... 29,15725

Domentio creditors. e covavevennses 1,264 00
Balance of temporary loan of April ..
19,1853, i ivvinennnnneness 52500000
Balance of temporary loan of May .
9, 1854....... tevesasen Cesnnae 346,000 00
Total unfunded debt.......... 1,160,194 25
Total debt December 1,1855.. 41,067,994 72
Total debt, as above etated, De-
cember 1, 1854........ Ceereanses 41,698,595 74
Total debt, as above stated, De-
cember 1, 1855.....c0000ereeseq. 414067,994 72
Decrease during the fiscal year 630,601 02

This statement exhibita the gratifying fact
that during the fiscal year ending November
30, 1855, the indebtedness of the Common-
wealih has been reduced $630,601 02. Du.
ring the same period large appropriations and
paymenis were made for the compietion of
the new Porlage railroad, re-laying the track
of -the Columbia railroad, and for other pur-
poses. These demands upon ihe Treasury
were, without the aid of loans, promptly paid,

Refusing to undertake any new schemes
of interpal improvement, limiting all appro-
priations (o the actual demands of the oceca-
sion, practising strict economy in all depart.
menis of 1he government, and holding the re-
ceiving and disbursing agents of the Com-
monwealth to a rigid acgountability, will
greally reduce the expenditures, and under
ordinary circumstances, leave an annual sur.
plus of the revenues to be applied to the re-
demption of the public debt.

Although by the terms of the act authori.
zing these cerlificates of Siate siock, as also
by the condilions of the certificates issued in
pursuance thereof, the time of payment, after
the expiration of the minimum period, is op-
tional with the debtor—the Commonwealth
—yel a due regard to the credit of the State
requires that provision should be made for
their rencwal or rodemption, To redeem
these certificates a loan would become veces.
sary, and as a loan cannot be effected, in the
present finaacial condition of the country, on
terms more favorable to the State, than those
on which these certificates were issued, |
would recommend that autheriry be given to
issue the bonds of the Commonwealth in re-
newa! of snid certificates, bearing interest at
the rate of five per cent, per annum, payable
semi-annually, and redeemable on or alier the
expiration of twenly years; and that the
bonds be issued with .coupons or certificates
ol interest attached, in sums equal in amount
to the semi-annual interest thereon, payable
on the first days of February and August in
each and every year, at such place as.may
be designated. This chaage in the form and
character of the certificales, it is believed,
will be so advantageous lo the holdess, with.
out increasing the liabilivies of the Common.
wealth, as to induce a willing and prompt ex.
change, at a premium, for the bonds proposed
to be issued.

The éondition of the public. works, their
general operation, and the receipis and ex.
penditures for the past fiscal year, will be pre.
sented fo you in the report of the Canal Com-
missioners;

Thie aggregnte receipts at the Treasury
from the public works, for the year ending
November 30, 1855, were 81,942,376 71.
The aggregn'e expenditures, including ordi.
anry and extraordinary, for the same periund,
amounted to 81,838,791 18, showing an ex-
cess of receipts, over all expendilures, of
$103,585 53.

The extraordinary payments for the same
year, (excluding $133,100 00 paid for re-
laying the south track of the Columbia rail.
road, and $28,000 00 (or rebuilding the Free-
port aqueduct) were $690,42778, The or-
dinary expenditures were 81,148,303 40.
Aggregate reccipts as above stated., 81,942,376 51
Ordinary expenditures *  “..... 1,148,36340

e
Net revenues for the fiscal year. 794,013 31

The sum of 161,125 35, has been paid
into the T'reasury by ihe Pennsylvania rail-
road company and other companies, as the
tax on fonnage passitig over their ronds. This
amount largely exceeds the sum paid by the
same companies is 1854. -

I regret to inform you that the railroad to
avoid the inclined planes on the Allegheny
mountain, has not been completed as $as con-
fidently anticipated. The delay in the com.
pletion ‘of this’ work has-occasioned:much-in.’
convenicnce to the business of the mnin line
aod a loss to the revenucy of the-Common-
wealth, -The: expenditores have largely ex-
ceeded the original estimates for i3 construes.
tion; and although the sum of. $277,730 00
was appropriated at the-las{ session of thei
Legislature: -for the complation- of -this work
 ~+& sum covering the estimate of the engis
neer—ye! after 1he expenditure of the whale:
amount thus appropriated, the -toad is unfin«
ished ; and (o' complete it, and pay the:debts’
contrencted, the further sum of $177,573 66
as vow estimated by the engineer, will bere.”
quired, Either the estimates'have been very,
carlessly mnde, or'larua sums of maney uss.:

lessly and extravaganily- expended in the

SBOROUGH, TIOGA™
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;prosecution of bis.improvemey}., rAs aiding
Ahe business of the main line, reducing still
further “is-'expenditures and - relieving  the
Tréasury Tronm "these” confiarit_denands, (he
announcement of its early completion will;be
hoiled with-pléasure by every citizen, _;
-Although -the -completion ‘of the: Norlh
Branch’ catial; before thieclose 6f nayigation,
was_certaln)j expected, yet this ‘expectation
has not béenr realized, The efforts. of the
present Sugerintendent, My, Maffit, daring the
pust year, to'complete “ard put in*succdssful
operation this canul, deserve tlie highest com.
"mendalion, Everything. that skill, energy
and industry could accomplish has been-done;
The laber to, be performed was great,-and
tedtlered more difficult aind perplexitg by the
imperfect and fradulent construclion of.-ihe
old work nad some portion of the new. , The
large quantity of rocks, trees, stumps and
roots placed in the bottom of the canaf, and
the defectivé malerial used in the embank.
ments, suffered the water. to escape almost
as rapidly as admitted, and rendered a re.
construction of the work, in many places, in-
dispensably- necessary. lts successful com-
pletion, it is hoped, will soon be announced.
It will appear by the report of the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means mado to the House
of Representatives in 1849, that the entire
amount necessary to completeand putin ope-
ration the unfinished portions of this canal
was estimated at the sum of 81,106,037 00.
The amount actually expended on the work
since that period, as appears from the reports
of the Superintendent, Engincer and Canal
Commissioners, is $1,857,377 52, being an
excess of expenditures over the original esti-
mates of $752,34052; and the canal not
yel in operation. With such lacts before vs
—such evidence of mismanagement and reck-
less expenditure as the history of (his canal
shows, it is not matier of surprise thot the
Commonwealih and peaple are burdened with
debt and taxation, v
In pursuance of the nct of the 8th of May
last, providing for the sale of the main line
ol the public works, afier giving the notice
required by law, I caused the saine to be ex-
posed 1o public sale, at the Merchams® Ex-
change, in the city of Philadelphia. No of-
fers were made and consequenily the works
remain unsold, Sealed proposals for the
“gnle or lease of the muin line,” were subse-
quently invited, as directed by the seventeenth
section of the said nct, and the proposals re-
ceived are herewith submisted to the Leyisla-
ture fur their action and tinal disposition,
Having on a former occasion presented my
views of the propriety and policy of a sale of

this branch of our public improvements o]

repetition of the semiiments then expressed
becomes unnecessary. In relation to this
subject my opinion has not changed. On the
contrary the experience of the past, and a
careful examination of the question in its
economical and political relations, have con.
firmed and strengthened it. That the State
should, long since, have heen separaled from
the management and controi of these works,
:‘te history of their construction and manage-
ent clearly demonstrates. Public policy
and public sentiment demand this separation ;
and every consideration of present and future
interest requires their sale. The late finan-
cinl embarrassments of the country—the im-
perfect character of some of the provisions’
of the bill nuthdrizing thé sale, together with
the adverse influence of rival interesis, delegt-
ed the recent attempt to sell.  Thesc difficul-
ties have been, or can be, removed; and-a
sale yet effecied on terms amply protective
of the rights and imerests of the people, and
at the same time just and liberal to thé pur-
chasers. .

To reduce the Siate. debt and relieve the
peaple (rom taxation, are objecls worthy the
earnesl and anxious consideration of the Leg-
istature, To accomplish these dbjects speed-
ily and certainly, a sale of the whole or part
of our public improvements becomes import-
ant and pecessary, ‘The revenues of the
Stale, under the present sysiem of manage-
meat of the public works, are but little more
than sufficient to pay the interest of her debt,
and the erdinary expenses of the goverament.
A sgle of these works, (or a fuir consideration,
and upon lerms just and liberal, would. con-
slitute a beginning.in the process of liquida.
tion that-would free our Commonwealth from:
debt and her people from consequent taxation,
In every measure calculated to produce these
desirable resulte, 1 will cheerlully co-operate
With the Legislature. -

The currency of the Stale, in its relatjon
to bankiag inslitutians, and their increase, is
a subject that demands carcful and intelligem
considera’ion. From the notice given of nu-
merous intended applicatione 10 the Legisla,
ture for new baoks and an increase of bank-
ing capital, this suhject will doubtless be pre-|
sented lo, and atrongly urged upon your als
tentjon, Shall the number of banks apd the
amount of. banking espital be increased 1 and,
i 50, to what extent and. in what localities 7.
are questions of absorbing public interest.

Without desiring 10 .assume a genoral and.
uncompromising hostility to o}l banks, or.jo.
an increase ul{‘ banking capital; 1 cannot dis.-
cover . the necessily that requires, or, thg cirs
cumstances that would .Jusuly:the incorpora-.
tion of all-that may- be -demanded- from the
Legislatre. -The‘incorporation .of new, or
the recharter:of 6ld andisolventbanks, when'
indispensably necessary and-cleatly demand-
ed. by, (hé actual -business:wanis of the:com:’
munity in which theymdsbe localed, should-
not be-refused ;- undor’ no other:circamstances
should their incorporaiion.be permitted; .

- Thé. necessity.for. increasing the number |

of bankd’ should be determined-more- by the
actunl wants of ‘legitimato‘trade, thun. by |_b9r
riumber: ofzapplications.and .the wild fancies

of -stoékjobbers and specilators; The sizdden]

and- unriccessar'y -expansion -of ‘the currency’

should be avuided, and whatever (cgdsito
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produce such a result ayght.to, be discounte-
nanced and’ prevénied.’”, In. the “création. of
banka the,irue inierests of the State and peo-
ple shauld be consulied§ and & just an

est discrimination, as,10. number, locality and
the_ demands of trade, be_exercised by their
ropresenialives, .. Public sentiment does not
demand, nor do public or private interesis re.
quire, the creation of numerous banks,

In the present condition, of .the finances,
and.in aid.of the revenues of the State, (in
addition to the taxes now -imposed. by law) a
reasonable preminm should be required 10-be
paid by all banks or.saving institutions that
may-hereafter ba chartered or re.chartered by
the Legislature, . - e .

As appropriate o this -subject, and. inti~
mately -connecied ‘with i1,"1 connot forbear 1o
express my disapprobation of a pracfice, that
has heretofore obtained to some -extent, of
using: the names of members of the Legisia-
ture s, corporators- in bills pending before
theth for the incorporation of banks and other
compaiies, Such a practice is pernicious,
.and cannol be too strongly condemned. It
perils the independence of the Legislator—
exposes him to unjust suspicions, and stamps
with selfishness, at least, Lis legislative aciion
in the premises, Legislation should be free)
even from the appeatance of improper mo.
tive; and every undue and corrupling in-
fluence, insids or outside the Legislative Halls,
should be resisted and condemned.

Tiis a cause_of more than ordinary con.
gratulation, that agriculture, the first, as it is
the noblest pursuit, of man, has, in, ils pro-
gress of development, vindicared its own im-
portance, and assumed, in publi¢ esteem, thel
honorable position to which it is so justly en-
titled. . Cunstiinting, as it does, the sub.stra-
tum of our greal mechanical, manufaciuring
and commnercial interests, it should ever be
regarded as the chiel source of State and
Nutionul prosperity. First in necessity, it is
the highest in usefulness of ail the depart-
ments of labor, sustaining and promoling, in
their varied and multiplied relations, all 1he
ather industrial ‘nterestg of the country. -Our
financial and commercial prosperity is Iarge.
ly dependent upon the success of agricultural
industry, :

The report of the Superintendent of Com-
mon Schools will exhibil 1o you their condi.
tion and the general operations of the sysiem
throughout the Commonwealih, during. the
past year., To (he valuable and useful sug-
gestions of the report, | would earnesily sk
the attention of the Legislature.

The aperation and result of the system as

detailed are highly_interesting. Our educa.
tin tom ie_slgmliy, 1
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[ ihe Si ] peo~ | has come. for this prompt, full- and decisive
.and ajust and hon.

gotion, - Letthe integrity:of - tha -system; fin
its greal purposes and oljects, be-maintdined ;
‘and if changed,’ changed ‘only - to’ render it
more efficient, and to” in¢redse its power for
greater usefulness, ~Whatever else may, dis-

fitdJe fo' predict, that more honar and benefit
will result from the perfeetion of the common
school system of education, than from any
other exerciso of your legislative powers,
*In this connection T woutd:commend to
your attentidn the Pennsylvania Training
School ' for -Idiotic and 'Feeble-Minded Chil.
dien.. The 8id*of the ‘Chmmonwealth’ Kag
heretofore, been extended 1o This Thstilution, ==
Itig'a nablé eharity, and appeals to the beat
feelings of the heart, It deserves lo share
the bounty of the Siate, .

The “Blind” and .the *Deafl and Dumb
Asylams,” in Philadelphia, invite our sym.
pathy, and ask to shure the benefactions of
the- Commonwealth, They should not be:
disappointed. The blind, in their darkness-—
the 'dumb, in their silence—will cherish the
gift, and bless the generous donor,

Legislation, in relation to all questions of
moral and social reform, should be carefully
and wisely considered and matured. Oa no
subject, within the conslituiional authority of
the Legislature, are the people so sensitive ;
and no one more deeply interests every class
and condition of sociely. Sumptuary laws,
as a general rule, are of doubtful expediency ;
and us abridgmenis of the liberty and priv-
ileges of the cilizen, can only be justified on
the ground of necessity.  Whilst this is ad.
milted, it cannot be denied that the evils re.
sulting from intemperance, creale a necessity
for regulating and resteaining by legislative
aets, the traffic and sale of infoxicating li-
quors. To what extent this traffic should be
Jestrained by positive law, must depend on
the will of the people, determined Ly consid.
erations of their own moral, physical and
social wellura, Whatever may be my own
opinion, or that of the Legislature or the
people, in reference to the law of the last
session f'to.restraie the sale of -intoxicaling
lignors,” it must be admitted that a fu!l re-
turn to the license system, in operation prior
to the passage of the present law, is not de-
manded by enlightened public sentimeni, and
would not promote the good order or happi.
ness of the community. That the laws then
in existence were imperfect and fuiled 10
check or control the evils of intemperance,
is a proposition too.plain to be doubted~—1hat

ded +
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ing the prejudices and grining the confidence
of the people. Under the fostering care of
liberal and enlightened legislution its uliimate
trivmph is cetnin, When the system was
first iniroduced, it was supposed that it could
be perfected and forced into genernt and vig-
oroug operation by the more will.of the Leg.
islnture.  Experience has proven, that in
this, as in every other great social and mor-
al reform, time and that consent which arises
[rom a rodical change in'the popular mind,
were required. This slow process of the nc-
climation of the new system fo our social
and moral atmosphere, has been in aoperation
for nearly twenty years; and it is now evi-
dent that the period for another effective in-
terposition of legislative aid and authority in
favor ofour noble system of comman schonls,
has arrived. In whatever ffdm this‘obvious.
ly proper and necessary interposition may
present iisell} if calculated lo promote the
great ' purpose in view, it shall reccive my
cheerful support. .7

After a careful examinaliop of, the subject,
it is my clear conviction that the system is
now prepared for and requires increased effi.
ciency in its general supervision—~inereased
qualification in its teachers, and increased
means of support;

The experiment of the County Superin.
tendency wherever faithfully carried out, has
na} disappointed the: expectations of the ad-
vocales of that measure, The improved
condition of the schouls, and. the greater effic
ciency of the system, clearly established he
propriety aad uiility of such supervision,—
The official visit of an officer.of 1he school
department to some of the counties of the
State, in eonnection with-ihe County Super-
intendency, have demonstented that the voice
of public authority to sustain, and the prés.
ence of an official agent to encouragey have
largely contributed to excite and muintain
the deep interest now feht by the public in
our edicational progress and*improvement,

The most murked improvement” recently
effected in the system, lifd-been ‘in ita corps
of teachers, . With almost unparallgled‘dis-
inlerestedness and. devotion:te the noble cause
in which they are -engaged, the common
school teacherd of the State, have i alinost
every county beén ‘vsing’ all' the mbdns-and
appliances within ‘their power, for self im-
provement. These “efforts, so creditablé 1o
them, hitve been highly ° beneficial in- their
results; dnd clenily “frové iho hedessity;
and point «ith unefring ‘certainty to the es-
Aablishment “of “State” Nérmal * schools.—
“éachers’ meeifigs for & day 'hays given

place to institutes for "o week “and, These
again-to sumerous, Normal meeflngs contin,
uing [rom ong lo. {hrce manths, Al every,
si¢p.in this progreseion; it has begome more
wapparent that peymangyt. institutions, . with,
their. proper prolessors and.appliances, which,
{nothing hul the' power. of 1he, Siate..can, pro-,
‘vide, are demanded by, and would, meet the:
wants of the systesn and, the, occasipn... + -

If; in addirion 19  thess;r or-:similar.ness-.
ures, the Liegislature.shauid:feal.warranted—
gnd the. measure- hos.all the:sanciion thig ex::
cculive- document] can- gives it~-10.-make ,8;
large-addition;to the annual-Stata 'appropria-:
tion to commion schadls, T:believe that all wilk,

rruet alos bo consoded.

In cur large cities and towns, the evils of the
system were more severely felt. The facil.
ity and cheapness with which licenses were
ob'ained, operated as a premium to vica and
immorality, and myliplied tippling houses
and pinces where intemperance, under the
authority of law, was not only permitred, but
encouraged. My immediate predecessor, in
his last annual message 1o the Leaislature, in
veference 1o the then license laws, says :
“Sa far as relates to the city of Philadelphia,
they are peculiarly prejudicial to public mor-
als, and seem to rave been constructed to
promote the convenience ol drinking far
more than lo restrain its evil consequences.”
In this opinioa [ fully concur. That a rem-
edy was demanded, all will concede —
Whether the [aw of the last session, was the
proper remedy, it is not my province now to
determine, Euacted by the representatives
of the people, | gave that act my dfficial ap-
proval.  Recognizing the people as the source
of all political power, and tleir represcnta.
tives as the immediate exponents of their
will, upon you will devolve the responsibil-
ity of [urther legislaiion, if any, on this sub-
jeet.  In all its relations, economical, politi-
cnl, social and moral, the question is impor-
tant, and its proper defermination involves
fearful responsibilities, It deserves, and
should receive, your serious consideration,—
If action is had, may we not hope that it will
be such us will promote the virue, morality,
and {rue intecests of our people and Com-
manwealh,

- Legislulion, so far as practicable, should
be general and wniform. Lincal and special
legislation should not be encouraged, when
the desired objeet can be obtained by gener-
al lows, . Suoch legislation is not only local
apd special in its character, but frequently
temporary—ithe aclof one session being re-
pealed by the act of the next, and perhaps
replaced by one sull more objectionnble,
which, in turn, soon shares the fate of its
predecessor. It crowds the statite book
willr useless and unnecessary laws—violates
private rights—crentes confusion and uncer-
-Iaipty—destroyg uniformity of praatice ‘aud
decision—prolongs the sessions of the Legis-
lnture, and incres¥es the public expenses,—
Our genetat faws regulating ronds, highways
and briflzes, and providing for the sappon
and employment of the peor, constilute a
well digested system fur the accomplishment
of those dhjects ; and yet, under the system
of “local legisffiton heretofore 'f)‘;qii!iceg, we
frequently. find in, different townships of the
sameé counly, local laws regu'aiing these sub.
jecls, ‘not"dnly differing muterially from the
general Jaw, but'from one angther,, Reform
in_ihis_regard is required, and 10, this [ res-
pectfully, usk’ your pijegtion, . .,

“O'mnibiis legislatiop” having been.con-

I i

demngg and’abandoged, should not be per
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=By a resolution .of-

the Siate of: Now York: to divert-water from
the natural bed dnd channel-of* the Cheniting

be done which:the patridtisin of- the-people’s
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tinguish your preseni session, it js hazarding |

mited,gain o sully-he, records of legisha-|
tive: achon,. . It cannol receive my appio.,

ll.le‘2élh.ndlnyxof-v,Ai;ril,<
-1804,.1.was: -requestoduto - procure : fromi! the
Attorney General,: his.apinion -ofithe right. of:

-rivery 1 tho-projudice ofthio public:improve-
msylvania ;the said river be.
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longing to- b:lh Sldl['og and commupicate.
“to the"Eegislature; -~ “As, réquesied,
L??al?o‘i‘lfé? Gétie ?&ﬁ‘rg:
been obtaioédjatid® is"herdwilli ‘communica.
ted to- the: Legislatirgec =22 1o ool oG
- Huving, at the limgesf my lindirctiod’ .info-
office,-.declared sto *My- fallow.citizens - and:

.| their. represcqtatives, my. sentiments in-rela-

tion lo queslions.connacted: with our - natiofial

| politics, their reiteratioh. now: will:not b ex<

pected. . To.the-opinidnsatien expressod; and'
J nowerre-affirmed;: youraré->reapsotfully: res
ﬁrrefl,: N P R R e
--To maintain in: theie. iotegrity the Consti-
tution. o otir Republic, and the Ugjon of the
-States—protect the civil-and religious privi-
leges of.the people—gunard with jealous care
*lhg;vgqnergl,r.g_real-gndlessemigl pringiples of
' liberty. and free-government—of (reedom and
buman, -righte~and’ vindicate' by a true and
single ' devation :to: home and country, the
great doctrine of American Nationality, are
objects:that-awaken the patriotism and claim
the energies and the heart of every Ameris
" can cilizen,: : -

* In-obedience 1o-the requirements of thes
Constitution and laws -of the State, as the
representatives of the peaple, you - have as.
sembled to perform the high and responsible
duties that«devolve upon.you, Ag a co-ordi-
nate branch of the government, it will be
alike, my duty and pleasure, to unite wih
you in the. enactment of ‘all such laws aw
will protect-the rightsiof the people,-“and ad<
 vance the-honor-dud prosperity of the: Com
monwealih, .

With a sole desire for the public good=—
actuated by a spitit of enlarged and enlight.
ened patriotism, and guided by that wisdom
which hath its beginning in the fear of God,
‘may our effurs, in harmonious action, be di-
rected to the accomplishment of these ob-
jects, and to the promotion of that righteous-
ness which exalieth a nation, -and constitutes
the true glory of a free-and independent
people, JAMES POLLOCK,

Exrcurive CHamBeR,
" Harrisburg, Janvary 1, 1856, 2
Extravagance in Dress,

—_—

A fashionable dry-goods dealer advertises
a lace scarf worth $1,5300. Another has a
bridal dress, for which he asks §1,200. Bon-
nets al $200 are not ualrequently sold.
Cashmeres {rom $300 and upwards are seen
by duzens in -a walk along Begadway., A
“ndred dollars 13 quite a commpn price for
a silk gown. Ia a word, exirhvagance in
dress has reached a height which would have
frightened our prudent grandmothers und ap-
palted their husbands, A fushionable lady
spends anaually with her milliger, manta.,
maker, and luce-dealer, a sum that would
have supported an entire household, even in
her own rank in life, in the days of Mrs,
Washivgton. A thousand dollars a year is
considered, we are told, quite 'a narrow in.
come for such purposes among those pretend-
ing to be “in saciety” in same of our cities,
Add to this the expsoditure for opera tickets,
for a summer trip to the springs, and for a
score of little inevitoble et ceteras, and the
reader gels some idea of the comparalively
wantun waste of maney carried on year after
year, by thousands, i not tens of thousands,
of American women,

And for what end? Do these himan but.-
terflies improve their intellect, enlarge their
cul:ure, or elevate their characters by this
spendthrifi system?  Oa the contrary, they
deteriorate all, Do they bestow additional
happiness on their husbands and fathers 1—
‘The very reverse; for to sustain these ex-
travagances, the father or husband, as the
case may be, toils lute and early, consumes
his health, and often is driven into wild spec-
ulations that end in uter ruin, Do they
win the approval of the other sex 7 Never
was the esteem of any worthy man secured
by a costly, reckless stylo of dress. . All
that this perilous extravagance effects is to
gratify miserable personal vanity, The fos-
tering o one of the most peity of humaan
vices is th ouly result of their spendthrift
habits,  Miss Potiphar plumes herself on
having ouishone her rival in laces at soma
grand soiree, or in having worn more jowels ;
and that is the single, barren harvest which
she reaps by the expenditure of thousands,
Can the pampering of such vanity benefit
her or otners1 Alas! the women who live
for such triumphs as these, whose souls are
givea to diamonds and dress, are littla fitted
to be wives or mothers, to be companions
for men or educajurs of children 7 When
the Roman matrons sunk to a similar con-
dition, Rome began [rom that hour to de-
cline,

Fortunately for our country, however,
such paioted teiflers form but a small minor-
ity of the women of America. Unlfortu-
nately, however, their influence on society
is greater,_than their numbers, for to their
extravazance ond vanity is united a presump-
Jion which asscris for themselves, socially,
a superiority over the rest of their couaury-
women ; and this superiority, so undeserved,
is conceded (o them,” partly because of theie
claim to i, and parily because of their ap-
parent wealth.  They are dhus enabled,
practically, to give a tone to society at-large,
lo city circles less_ostentatious, -in country
villages and even in western farm hauses,
their extravagance and vanity is copied, till,
in hall the families in the land, females spend.
upen their dress more than they can afford,
With too miny—happily we need not sav
with all—adorning the person takes the place
of meotal culure. |T'o be showily dressed
is ofien cansiderad of more moment than to
be gragelul, amiable, and intelligeat. Where
will all thisend ! I{ 1his continues for anoth.
| er geueration, where will we be 7—Philadel.
phic Ledger, T

A distinguished physicinn says: T antic-
ipate a period when the fairest portion of the
creation witl siep forth’ unencumbered with
slubs of walnut and’ ticrs’ of whalebone.—
"The constitution of ‘odr females must be first-
rate 10 withsfand, in iy tolerable degree, the
terrible inflictions of the corset eight lohg
{ houts eyvery day,  No animal could survive
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‘Ix o' tavern in a small town, sat 8 farmer,
who ‘Wasplagded and "bantered” by over -a’
dozen’ gydstd who were preseat, '
el 'snid the, furmer at last, “Pvo-got!

the bast of all of you,” i S

s«How 507’ asked all, ' (, 3
-+fn me, you'versile -t ané fol, whil fn
you, I've gotover o dug n,? 0t TR
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