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Jr,tml against all men of wealth. They

| socinte themselves with those working
for a genulne reform ln governmental

PRESIOENT'S MESSAGE

i

President Roosevelt in his annoal
messnge agaln urges the enactment of
n law prohibiting corporntlons from
contributing to campaign funds, He
also urges the passage of the mensure
conferring upon the government the
right of appenl In eriminnl coses on
questions of law, Continulng, the
president says:

1 eannot too strongly urge the pas-
sago of the bill in question. A fallure
to pass it will result in serlously ham-
pering the government in Its effort to
oblaln  Justice, especlally agnlnst
wealthy Individuoals or corporations
who do wrong, and may also prevent
the government from obtalniong justice
for wageworkers who are not them-
gelves able effoctively to contest n cnse
where the judgment of an inferior
court has bgen agninst them, 1 have
gpecifically In view a recent declslon
by o district judge leaving rallway
employees without remedy for viola-
tion of a certaln go called labor statute,
The Importauce of euncting Into law
the particular bill in question is fur-
ther Inerensed by the fact that the gov-
ernment hns pow definitely begun a
polley of resorting to the eriminnl law
In those trugt and luterstate commerce
cnses where such o course offers a rea-
sonnble chapee of suecess,

Proper Use of Injunctions.

In my Inst messnge 1 suggested the
enfnctment of o law in connection with
the issunnce of Injunctions, attention
hnving been sharply drawn to the mat-
ter by the demand that the right of ap-
plylug  injunctions In  Inbor coses
should be wholly abollshed, It ls at
least doubtful whether a law abollsh-
Ing altogether the use of Injunctlons
In such cnses would stand the test of
the conurts, In which cnse, of course, the
leglslntion would be ineffective. More-
aver, I belleve it would beé wrong alto-
getlier to prohibit the use of Injune-
tlons, It Is eriminal to permit sym-
pathy for eriminals to weaken our
bands in upholding the law, and if
men seek to destroy life or property
by mob violence there should be no im-
palrment of the power of the courts to
deal with them In the most summary
and effective way possible, But so
far ns possible the abuse of the power
should be provided aguinst by some
such lnw as I adyocated Inst year,

 Agninst Lynching.

1 eall your attentlon and the atten-
tion of the nation to the prevulence of
erime among us snd, above all, to the
epidemic of lynching and mob violence
that springs up now ln one part of our
country, now In another. Each sec-

north, south, east or west, hus
own faults, No sectlon ecan with
o spend Its time jeering nt the
fanlts of nnother section. [t should be-
busy trying to nmend Its own short-
eomings. To denl with the crime of
corruption it Is necessary to have an
awnkened public cousclence and to
supplement this by whatever leglsla-
tion will add speed and certalnty in
the execution of the law. When we
deal with lynching even more |5 neces-
sary, A grent many white men are
Iynched, but the erlme Is pecullarly
frenuent in respect to black men, The
greatest existing enuse of lynching Is
the perpetration, especlally by black
men, of the hideous crime of rape, the
mo&t nbominable In all the category
of crimes, even worse than murder,

Lawlessness grows by what it feeds
upon, and when mobs begin to lynch
for rape they speedily extend the
sphere of thelr operations and lyneh
for many other kinds of crlmes, so that
two-thirds of the Iynchings nre not
for rape at all, while a considerable
proportion of the Indlviduals lynched
are lnnocent of all crime.

There Is but one safe rule in dealing
with black men as with white men
It is the same rule that must be ap-
plied In dealing with rich men and
poor men—that s, to treat each man,
whatever his color, hls creed or his so-
clal position, with even handed justice
on his real worth as & man. White
people owe It quite ns much to them-
selves as to the colored race to trent
well the enlored man who shows by
his life thut he deserves such treatment.
There {8 no question of socinl equality
or negro domination Involved.

In my judgwent, the crime of rape
should always be punfsbed with death,
ns 13 the case with murder, Assault
with intent te commit rape should be
mide a capital crime, at least In the
diseration of the ecourt, and provislon
should be made by which the punish-
ment may follow Immediately upon
the heels of the offense. J

No more shorftsighted policy can be
imngined than In the fancied Interest
of one class to prevent the eduocation
of another class, The white man, If
ke s wine, will decline to allow the

groes In o mnss to grow fo mny-

and womanhood without educa-
tlon.

“Prenchers of Mere Discontent.™

In denllng with both Iabor and cap-
Ital, with the questions affecting both
corporntions and trades unlons, there
18 one matter more important to re-
member than aught else, and that s
the infinite harm done by preachers of
mere discontent. These are the men
who seek to excite a violent class ha-

seek 1o turn wise Auldl proper move-
ments for the better control of carpora-
tlons and for doing away with the
adeuses connected with wealth loto #
amprign of hysterical excitement and
falsebood i which the alm Is to in-
flume “to madness the bratal passions
of mankind. The sinister demngogues
and Foolleh vislonarles who are always
eénger to undertake such a compilgn
of destrnetion sometimes scelk to as-

and soclal methods nnd sometimes mns-
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they are the worst enemles of the
cause they profess to advoeate, just as
the purveyors of sensationsl slander In
newspaper or magnzine are the worst
enemies of all men who ave engaged In
an houest effort to better what Is bad
In our soelal and governmental condl-
tlons,

Carruption s never so rife ns In com-
munities where the demngogue and the
ngitator bear full sway, because In
such communities nll moral bunds be-
come loosened, and hysterin and sensa-
tionallsm replace the spirit of sound
Judgment and fair dealing ns between
mitn nnd man, In sheer revolt against
the squalld anarchy thus produced men
are sure In the end to turn toward dny
leader who ean restore ordet, and then
thelr rellef at being free from the in-
tolepnble burdens of cluss batred, vio-

lence and demagogy Is such that thoy

cannot for some time be aroused to in-
dignation sgainst misdeeds by men of
wealth, sa that they permit a new
growth of the very nbuses which were
In part responsible for the original out-
break. The one hope for success for
our people lles In o resolute and fear-
less but sane and cool hended ndvance
along the path marked out last year
by this very congress. There must be
a stern refusul to be misled Into fol-
lowing either that base creature who
appenls ond pnnders to the lowest in
stincts and passions in order to arouse
one get of Amerleans against thelir fel-
lows or that other creature, equally
base, but no baser, who In 8 spirit of
greed or to neeumulate or add to no
already huge fortune seéeks to exploit
his fellow Americans with eallous dis-
regard to thelr welfare of soul nnd
body. The man who debauches others
in order to obtain a high office stands
on an evll equallty of corruption with
the man who debavches others for
financinl profit, and when hatred Iy
sown the crop which springs up can
only be evil

The plain people who think—the me-
chanies, farmers, merchants, workers
with head or hand, the men to whom
Amerlonn traditions are dear, who love
thelr country and try to act deco.utly
by thelr nelghbors—owe It to them-
selves to remember that the most dam-
aging blow that can be glven popular
government is to elect an unworthy
and slnlster ggltator on a platform of
violence and bhypocrisy.

Rallroad Employees' Hours,

1 cnll your attention to the need of
passing the bill Nmiting the number of
hours of employment of rallrond em-
ployees, The ménsure Is o very moder-
ate one, and 1 can coucelve of no seri-
ous objection to It. Indeed. so far as
It Is In pur power, it should be our alm
gteadily to reduce the number of hours
of lnbor, with ns a goal the general In-
troduction of an elght hour day, There
nre Industries in which It Is not pos-

, &ible that the hours of labor should

be reduced, Just ns there are communi-
ties not far enough ndvanced for such

. movement to be for thelr good. or, If
In the tropies, so sitnated that there Is

no analogy between thelr needs and
urs In this matter. On the Isthmus
f Panamn, for Instance, the condl-
flons are in every way so different
from what they are here that an eight

| hour day would be absurd, just as It

{8 nbsurd, so far as the lsthmus I8 con-
cerned, where white labor cannot be
employed, to bother n8 to whether the
necessary work s done by allen black
men or by allen yellow men, But the
wnmorlms of the Unlted States are
of so hlsh a grade that alike from the
merely Industrial standpoint and from
the civie ‘Mtandpoint It should be our
obifect to do what we ean In the direc-
tlon of securing the genernl observance
of nn eight hour day.

Let me ngnin urge that the congress
provide for a thorough Investigation
of the conditions of ehild Inbor nnd of
the labor of women in the United
Btates. The horrors incident to the
employment of young children In fae.
torles or at work anywhere are a blot
on our elvilization.

In spite of all precautions exercised
by employers there are unavoldable ne-
cidents and even deaths luvolved In
nearly every line of bosiness connect-
od with the mechanle arts. It Is a
great soeinl injustice to compel the em-
ployee, or, rather, the family of the
killed or disabled vietim, to bear the
entire burden of such an Inevitable
sacrifice. In other words, soclety shirks
Its duty by laying the whole cost on
the vietim, whersis the Injury comes
from what mre he oalled the legitl.
mate risks of the trade. Compensation
for aceldents or deaths due In any line
of industry to the actual conditions un-
der which that Industry lg carrled on
should be pald by that portlon of the
community for the benefit of which
the Industry ls carcled on—that s, by
those who profit by the Industry. If
the entire trade vigk Is pineed upon the
amployer, e will promptly and prop-
erly add it to the legitimute cost of pro-
duetion and nssess It proportionately
upon the consumers of his commodity.
It Is therefore clenr to my mind that
the law shounld place this entire “risk
of a trade" upon the employer.

Capital and Labor Disputens.

Records show that during the twen-
ty years from Jun, 1, 1881, to Dec. 31,
1000, there were strikes affecting 117,-
BOA establishments, and 6,105,604 em-
ployees were thrown out of employ-
ment. Durlng the same period there
were LO0G lockouts, Involving nearly
10,000 establishments, throwlng over
1000000 people out of employment.
These strikes and lockouts Involved an
estimated loss to employces of $807,-
000,000 und to smployers of $142,000,-
000, a total of $450,000,000. ‘The public
sullered directly and Indirectly proby
ably as groat ndditional loss.

Many of these strikes and lockonts
would not huve oceurted bad the par
ties to the dispute bDeen required 1o
appear before ap unprejudiced hody
representing the oatlon and, face to
face. state the ressous for thelr cou-

tentlon. ‘[he exerclse of a Judiclal
spirit by n disinterested body repre
senting the federal government, suck
as would be provided by a commission
on conelliation and arbitration, would
tend to create an atmosphere of friend
liness nnd conciliation between con-
tending pactles.
Control of Corporations,

It cannot too often be repeated that
experlonce has conclusively shown the
Impossibillty of securing by the actions
of nearly balf a hundred different state
legiglntures anything but ineffective
chanos In the way of deallng with the
great corporntions which do not oper
ate exclusively within the limits of
auy one state. In some method, wheth
er iy a nationnl lleense law or In other
fushion, we must exercise, and that af
an enrly dinte, n far more complete
eontrol than at present over these greal
corporations—a control that will, nmong
other things, prevent the evils of ex
cesslve overcapitalization and that wili
compel the disclosure by each big cor
porntion of Its stockholders and of Ite
properties and business, whether own
ed direetly or through subsidiary ot
affitlnted corporations. This will tend
to put a stop to the securing of Inor
dinate profits by favored Individuals o1
the expense whether of the general
public, the stockholders or the wage
workers, Ofr effost should be not sc
much to prevent consolidation as such
but so to supervise and control it as
to see that It results In no harm to the
people.

Combination of enpital, like combiun
tion of labor, Is 4 necessnry element of
our presant Industrinl system. It Is
not possibile completely to prevent it
and If It were possible such complete
prevention wonld do damage to the
body politle,. What we need s nol
viinly to try to prevent all combina
tion. but to secure such rigorous and
adeguate control and supervision of
the combinutions 88 to preveut their
Injuring the public or existing in such
form ns Inevitably to threaten injury,
for the miere fact that a combination
has secured proctically complete con
trol of n necessary of life would undex
any clrevmstances show that such
combination was to be presumed to be
udverse to the publie Interest. It Is
unfortunate that our present laws
should forbid all combinations fnstend
of sharply diserimloating between
those combinations which do good and
those combinations which do evil. Re
hates, for lustance, are us often duoe to
the pressume of big shippers (ns was
shown In the lovestigation of the
Standard Oll company and ns has been
shown elitce by the lnvestigation of
the tobaces and sugar trusts) as to the
Initiative of big rallroads. Often rall
roads would like to combine for the
purpose of preventing a blg shipper
from maintalning lmproper advantages
at the expense of small shippers and
of the general publle. Soeh a combing-
tion, Instead of belug forbidden by law,
should be favored. In other words, it
should Ve pefmitted to rallronds to
make agreements, provided these agree-
ments were sanctioned by the inter-
stute commerce commiasion and were
published. With these two conditions
complied with It Is impossible to see
what barm such a combluntion could
do to the public at large.

Inheritanee and Income Tnx,

The nntional government has long
derived its chief revenue from n tariff
on imports and from an Internal or ex-
cise tax, In addition to these, there ls
every reason why, when next our sys-
tem of taxation 18 revised, the national
government should lmpose a gradunted
Inheritance tax and, If possible, n grad-
vated Income tax.

1 am well aware that such a subject
as this needs long and careful study In
arder that the people may become fn-
miliar with what Is proposed to be
done, may clearly see the necessity of
proceeding with wisdom and self re
straint and may make up thelr minds
Just how far they are willing to go In
the matter, while only tralned legisla-
tors enn work out the project in neces-
sary detall. But I feel that In the near
future our nutionn] leglsintors should
entct o law providing for a graduated
inheritance tax by whieh a steadily in-
ereasing rate of duty should be put
upon all moneys or other valunbles
coming by gift, bequest or devise to
any Individual or corporation. There
ean be no question of the ethleal pro-
priety of the government thus deter-
mining the conditions upon which any
gift or Inheritance should be recefved.

As the lnw now stands it {8 undoubt.
edly difficnlt to devise n natlonal In-
come tnx which shnll be constitutional.
But whether it Is absolutely lmpossible
Is another question, nml if possible it
is most certalnly desirable. The first
purely fncome tax law was passed by
the congress [n 1801, but the most lm-
portant lew deallog with the subject
was that of 1804, This the court held
to he unconstitutional.

The question {8 undoubtedly very In-
fricate, delicate and teoublesome. The
degislon of the court wns only reached
by one mujority. It is the lnw of the
land and of conrse 18 necepted as such
und loynlly obeyed by all good eltlzens,
Nevertheless the besitation evidently
felt by the court ns a whole In coming
to a conelusion, when copsidered to-
gother with previous declslons on the
subject, may perhaps indicate the pos.
sibility of devising a constitutionsl in-
come tax law which shall substantially
accomplish the results almed at. The
difficulty of amending the constitution
Is 80 great that only veal necessity ean
Justify n resort thereto. BEvery effort
should be mude In dealing with this
subject, ns with the subject of the
proper control by the national govern-
ment over the use of corporite wealth
fn Interstate business, to devise legls
Intion which withput snch netion sbhall
tttaln the deglved end, but If this fulls
there will ultintely be no nlemntive
to a constitutlonal awendment.

Industrial Training,

Our Industrial development depends
largely wpon teck 'snl education, In-

‘second subject,

eluding In this term all Industrinl edo-
eation, from that which fits 0o man to
be n good mechnnle, a4 good enrpenter
or bincksmith to that which fits a1 man
to do the grentest engineering feat
The skilled mechanic, the skilled work-
man, con best become such by tech-
nleal Indastrelal edoeation. The far
reaching usefulness of jnstitutes of
technology and schools of mines or of
engineering I8 now universally ae-
knowledged, and nn less far reaching
i8 the effect of 4 good bullding or me-
chanleal trades school, a textile or
watchmaking or engraving school.

In every possilile way we should help
the wageworker who tolls with his
hands and who must (we hope In a
constantly inereasing measure) nlso
toll with his braln. Under the constitu.
tlon the uationnl legislature enn do but
little of direct importance for his wel
fare snve where he Is engnged In work
whieh permits It to aet under the In-
terstate commerce elause of the constl-
tutlon, and this 18 one renson why I
o enrnestly hope that both the logls-
Iative and judieinl branches of the gov.
ernment will construe this clause of
the constitution In the brondest possl-
ble manner,

The Farmer.

The ouly other persons whose wel-
fare Is as vitnl to the welfare of the
whole country as (s the welfare of the
wageworkers are the tillers of the soll,
the farmers.

Beveral factors must co-opernte In
the Improvement of the farmer's con-
dition. Tle muost have the chance to
be educated In the widest possible
sense, In the sengs which keeps ever in
view the intimate relationship between
the theory of educition and the facts
of life.

Orgianization hng become necessary
fn the business world, and it bhas ne-
complished much for good in the world
of labor. It ls no less necessary for
farmers. Such a movement as the
gringe movement {8 good In its=elf nnd
s eapable of a well nigh Infinite fur-
ther exteasion for good so long ns it is
kept to Its own legitimate Dbusiness,
The benefits to be derived by the as-
soclatlon of farmers for mutunl ad-
vantage are partly economle and part-
Iy sociological.

Irrigntion and Forest Preacrvation.

Much 18 now lelng done for the
states of the Rocky mountalns and
great plains through the development
of the pational policy of Irrigation and
forest preservation. No government
polley for the betterment of our Inter-
nnl conditions has been more fruitful
of good than this,

Divoree Leglslation,

I am well aware of how difficult it is
to pnss a constitutional amendment.
Nevertheless, o my judgment, the
whole question of marringe and dl-
vorce should be relegated to the au-
thority of the national congress. The
change would be good from every
standpolnt. In particular It would be
goodd because It would confer on the
congress the power at once to deal
radieally and efficiently with polygamy,
and this should be done whether ar
not marriage and divorce are dealt
with. It is nelther safe nor proper to
leave the question of polygamy to be
deult with by the several states,

Merohant Marine.

Let me once agnin enll the attention
of the congress to two subjects cone
cerning which [ have frequently be
fore communicated with them, One is
the question of developing American
shipping. 1 trust that a law embody-
ing In substance the views or a mnjor
part of the views expressed In the re-
port on this subject lald Lefore the
house at Its last sesslon will be passed.
It seems to me that the proposed mens-
ure Is as nearly unobjectionable as any
can be.

The Currency.

1 especially enll your attentlon to the
the condition of .our
currency lnws, The natlonal bank act
has ably served § greéat purpose In ald-
Ing the epormous business develop-
ment of the country, and within ten
years there hns been an Increase In
circulation per capitn from $21.41 to
$£33.08, For several years evidence hns
been accumulating that additional leg-
Islution Is needed. The recurrence of
ench crop season cemphasizes the de-
fects of the present luws. There must
goon be n revision of them, because
to leave them us they nre means to In-
cur linbllity of business disaster, Since
your body adjourned there has been a
fluctuation In the Interest on call
money from 2 per cent to 30 per cent,
and the fluctuntion was even greater
during the preceding six months. The
secretary of the trensury had to step
In and by wise setlon put o stop to the
most violent period of osclllation,

I Jdo not press any especinl plan, Va-
Hous plans have recently been pro-
posed by expert committees of bank-
ers. Among the plans which ure possi-
bly fensible and which cortainly should
recelve your considerntion Is that re
pentedly brought to your attention by
the prosent secretary of the treasury,
the easentinl features of which have
been approved by many prominent
bankers and business men. -According
to this plan, nutional banks should be
permitted to Insue n speclfied’ propor
tion of their eapital In notes of n given
kind, the lssue fo be taxed ot so high
i rate us to drive the notes back when
not wanted in legitimate trade. This
plan wonkl not permit the lssue of
currency o give banks ndditionnl prof-
Ita, but to meet the emergency presont-
ed by times of steingency,

1 do not say that thiz ls the right sys-
tem. 1 only advance it to emphasize
my bellef thut there o need for the
adoption of some system which shall
be automatle and open to all sound
banks so ns to avold all possibility of
diserimination and favoritism,

The lnw should be amended so gs
specifically to provide that the funds
derlved from customs duties may be
treated vy the soeretnry of the trows

ary as be treata funds obtalned under
ths Internnl revenve laws, There
shomtd bLe a considerable Incrense In
bllls of small denominntions, Permis-
slon should be given bunks, If necessa-
ry under settled restrictions, to retire
their elreulation to a larger amount
than three milllons a month.
Qur Outlylng Posscaslons,

I most earnestly hope that the bill to
provide a lower tarilf for or else abso-
lute free trade In Philipplue products
will become n law. No barm will come
to any American industry, and, while
there will be some sinall but real mate-
rinl benefit to the Fillpinos, the maln
benefit will come by the showlng made
ns to our purpose to do all In our power
for thelr welfare.

Porto Ricun Affalrs,

American cltizenship should be con-
ferred on the citizens of Porto Itico.
The harbor of San Juan, In Porto Rleo,
shonld be dredged and improved. The
expenses of the federal court of Porto
Rico should be met from the federal
trensury.

Huawnall,

The needs of Hawall are peculiar.
Every ald should be given the islands,
and our ¢fforts should be unceasing to
develop them along the lines of a com-
munity of small frecholders, not of
great planters with cooly tilled es-
tates,

Alnwka,

Aluskn's needs bnve been puartially
met, but there must be a complete re-
orgnnization of the governmental sys-
tem, ns I have before indicated to you.
I ask your especlal attention to this.
Our fellow citizens who dwell on the
shores of Puget sound with character-
Istic energy are nreanging to hold in
Seattle the Alaska-Yukon-Paclfic ex-
position,.  "Thls exposition In its pur-
poses find scope should appeal not only
to the people of the Pacifie slope, but
to the people of the United States at
large,

Rights of Allens.

Not only must we treat all natlons
fairly, but we must treat with Justice
and good will all immigrants who come
here under the law, Whetlier they are
Catholie or Protestant, Jew or gentile,
whether they come from England or
Germany, Ttussin, Japan or Italy, mat-
ters nothing,  All we have a right to
question is the man's comduct. 1f he
s honest and upright In his dealings
with his neighbor aud with the state,
then he Is entitled to respect und good
treatment. Especiully do we need to
remember our duty to the stranger
within our gates. It ix the sure mark
of u low civillzation, a low morality, to
abuse or discrimlunte ngulnst or ln any
wiy bumiliate such stranger who has
come here lawfully and who I8 con-
ducting himself properly. To remem-
ber this Is Incumbent on every Amer-
fean citizen, and It Is of course pecul-
larly Incumbent on every government
officlal, whether of the pation or of
the several states.

I am prompted to say this by the
attitude of hostllity here and there pe-
sumed toward the Japanese in this
country. This hostility Is sporndic and
Is limited to a very few places. Never-
theless It s most disereditable to us
ns a people, and It may be frought
wiih the gravest consequences to the
nation.

I nsk fair treatment for the Japanese
as I wounld nsk fair treatment for Ger-
mans or Englishmen, Frenchmen, Rus-
sians or Itallans, I ask It as due to
bumuanity and eivilization. 1 nsk It as
due to ourselves, becnuse we must act
uprightly toward all men. | recom-
mend to the congress that an act be
passed specifically providing for the
naturalization of Japanese who come
here Intending to become Amerlean elt-
lzens. One of the great embarrass-
ments attending the performance of
our internationnl obligntions s the
fact that the statutes of the United
Btates are entirely inadeguate, They
fall to glve to the natlonal government
sufliclently ample power, through Unit.
ed Stutes coupts and by the use of the
army and navy, to protect aliens In tha
rights secured to them under solemn
treaties which are the law of the lund,
I therefore enrnestly recommend that
the eriminnl and eivil statutes of the
United States be so amended and ndd-
ed to as to ennble the president, acting
for the United States government,
which ls respounsible In our Interna-
tlonnl relations, to enforce the rights
of nllens under trenties,

The Coban Matter,

Last August an Insurrection broke
out In Cubn which it speedily grew eyl
dent that the existing Cuban govern
ment -was powoerless to quell, Thunks
to the preparedness of our navy, |
wus able Immedintely to send enough
ships to Cul to prevent the situntion
from becoming hopeless, and 1 fur
thermore dispatchiod to Cuba the see-
retary of war and the assisiunt seere-
tary of state In order that they might
grapple with the situntion on the
grouml,

In accordance with the so called
Platt amendment, which wits embod.
fed (o the coustitution of Cuba, 1 there.
upon proclaimed n provisiounl govern
ment for the slamd, the secrptary of
wir neting as provisional governor un:
til he could be replpced by Me. Magoon,
the late minister to Panamn and gov-
ornor of the eanal sone on the Isthmus
Troops were sont to support them and
to relleve the navy, the expedition b
Ing bandled with most satisfactory
speed nnd efficlency. Petiee has come
i the Isiand, and the harvesting of the
sugnr cane crop, the great crop of the
Island, 18 about to procewd. When the
election bins been held and the new
government Insugurated In peaceful
and orderly foshion the provisional
government will come to un end.

The United Btates wishies nothing of
Caba except that 1t shall prosper (or-
ally ond materially apd wishios nothing
of the Cubans suve that they shnll be
able to preserve order among them
selves and therefore to preserve thelr
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Independence, If the elections become
a faree and If the insurrectlonary habit
becomes confirmed on the island it Is
absolutely ont of the question that the
Igland  shoull continue Independent,
und the United States, which has as
simed the sponsorship before the clv-
{llzed world for Cuba’s career as & na-
tlon, would again have to Intervene
and to see that the government was
munaged In such orderly fushion as to
secure the safoty of life and property.
The Rio Conference.

The second lnternational conference
of American republics, held I Mexl-
¢o In the years 1001-02, provided for
the holding of the third confgence
within five years and committed the
fixing of the time and pluce and the
arrangements for the conference to the
goyerniug board of the bureau of
Amerlean republies, composed of the
representatives of all the Amerlean
nations in Washipgton, That board
dlscharged the duty imposed upon
It with marked fidelity and pains-
tuking eare, nnd upen the courteons
Invitation of the United States of Bra-
zil the couference wns held at Rio de
Janelro, continuing. from the 23d of
July to the 20th of August last, Many
subjects of common Interest to all the
Amerlean untions were dizcussed by
the conference, and the econcluslons
reached, cmbodied In n series of reso-
lutfong and proposed conventions, will
be lald before you upon the coming of
the finnl report of the American dele
gates.

Panama Trip.

I have just returned from a trip to
Pannma and shall report to you at
length later on the whole subject of the
Panamn canal,

The Algeciras Conventlon.,

The Algeciras convention, which was
slgned by the United States ns well as
by most of the powers of Europe, su-
persedes the previous convention of
1880, which was also aigned both by
the United States und a majority of
the European powers., This treaty
confers upon us equil commerclnl
rights with all European countries and
does not entall a single obligation of
nny kind upon ns, and T earnestly hope
It may be speedily ratifled.

Senllng.

The destruction of the Pribllof ls-
Innd fur seals by pelagie sealing still
continues, The herd, which, according
to the surve 3 made In 1874 by diree.
tion of the congress, numbered 4,700,
000, nud which, according to the sur
vey of both American and Canadian
commissloners In 1801, amounted to
LO00000, hing now heen reduced to
about 180,000, This result has been
brought abiout by Canadian and some
other senling vessels killing the female
sedlls while In the wntor during thelr
anhual pllgrimage to and from the
south or in search of food.

The process of destruction has been
accelerated during recent years by the
appearance of n number of Japanese
vessels engnged in pelagie sealing.

Suitable  representations  regarding
the Incident have been made to the
government of Japan, nnd we are as-
sured that all practicnble measures will
be taken by that country to prevent
any recurrence of the outrage.

We have not relaxed our efforts to
secure an agreement with Great Brit-
ain for nillequate protection of the seal
herd, nnd oegotintions with Japan for
the same purpose are In progress,

The IaWws for the protection of the

seals within the Jjurisdietion of the
United  Stotes nesdl  revislon and
nmendment.

Second Mague Conferenoe,

In my last wessige [ advised you
that the emperor of Russia bad taken »
the Initiatlve in bringing about 4 sec-
ot peace conference at The Hague.
Under the guidance of Russia the ar-
rangement of the preliminarles for
sueli o conference has been proftessing
during the puast year. Progress lLos
necessarily been slow, owing to the
grent number of countries to be con-
sulted upon every question that has
arisen, It 1s a matter of satisfaction
that all of the Ameriean republics bave
now, for the fest time, been Invited to
Join In the proposed couferance.

Army and Navy,

It must ever be Kept in mind that
wir {5 not merely Justifiable, but m-
perative upon honorabile men, upon an
honorable nation, where peace can
only be obtained by the sacrifice of
conscientions convietion or of national
welfare,

The United States navy Is the surest
gutirantor of peace which this country
posses=es, | do not nsk that we con-
tinue to loeredse our navy. I ask
merely that It be malntnloed ot Its
presont strongth, and this enas be done
otily If we replace the obsolete and out-
worn ships by new and good ones, the
aquals of any afloat In any nayy. To
stop bullding ships for one year means
that for thot year the navy goes back
Instend of forward,

In both the army and the navy there
Is urgent peed that everything possinie
should be gone to maintalin the higheat
stondard for the personnel nlike as re-
gards the olficers and the enlisted men.
I do not believe thot in any servies
there 8 0 finer body of enlisted men
and of junior oflicers thun we Imye In
both the urmy and the navy, ncluding
the marine corps.

West Polnt anid Annapolls already
turn out excellent oflicers,  We do not
need to bave these schools made more
scholnstie, On the contrary, we shiould
never lose sight of the fact that the
alm of each school 8 to turn out &
muan who shall be above everything
else n fighting wan,

There shonld soon be an lncrease In
the numwber of men for our coust de-
fenses.  These men should be of the
right type nmd properly treaiped, und
there should therefore be an loctease
of pay for certain skilled grades, espe-
diully In the coast srtillery, 3MMoney
shothl e spproprintéd to perit troops
to be masssd o body nnd exercised 1n
maneuyers. particularly in marching.



