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ABE STRENGTH OF THE HILLS.

‘Bince they know that Joy is the mather of
Grief,
And ramembored a butterfly’s lifo s briof,
And the sun sets ooly to rissagain,

“They will brood, and dream, and be silent, as
now,

Whea the youngest children alive to-day

Have growit to bo women and men, grown

R I g
" Anziuﬂmuwwwlu Hkoa tale that is
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And even those echo forgets to-day,
—Lonisa Chandler Moulton, in Harper,

AN UNMASKED SHARPER.

¥

A STORY FROM THE FRENCH.

. They were discussing the latest scan.
i A young wan of good conneotions |
“bad been ignominiously cxpelled from a
elub,  Playing in collasion with a pro- |

fessionnl bler, he had cheated at
oards and in a fow months had won a

aausiderablo sum,
i 'And lins he Killed himself? nsked

s one,
Y1y L!" replied another. ‘Do men
1} ¢y, themscives for so little nowadays!
fing~ a8 dilferent in the good old times."
'd
‘In the good old times, as vou call
m, " said old General ltoy, “*those who
ted the card-shurper's profession

o Jkilled thenselves no more than do those

"

~in point, where

of the presont time. A fow oxceptions

~ there may have been among those who

ware detected at the outset, But if the
tirst attempt succeeded, thoy did as they
~do touduy, they quickly nceustom them-
“welves 1o their degradation. Ab, it isso
ensy! When respect for his own good
‘nome will not restrain a man at the (rst

- Btep, it is entirely dead within him, and

‘even # seandal will not revive it. By
‘the way, I can tell you of a eurious enss
the hero blew out his
dﬂ i, Lut ‘It wis nou:l suicide., No,
‘#irango a8 it may sound, it was not a
lnblg. Listen:
~ "It was some fifty years ngo.
press of that time was not the tervible
‘gossip that it is to-duy, nnd sensational
news pever passed certain bounds, Thero
were not fewer scandals, but the sean-
were less koown. In fact, T think
there were rather more, Not that we
are more virtuous, but the fesr of pub-
ligity §s certainiy a great check,

“Among the elegant young fellows,
the gilll_ufyouth

n the groster part of the seandnl-
ous gossip by their ecoentricities and
duels, was o young gentleman attached
to the klnfliﬂnﬂhuld. 1 shall eall him
the Vicomie Roland. The name was
not sn Dlustrious onc; in fact, the vi-
gomto was the frult of one of those

od martiages introduced by Napoloon
I, Genersl Comte Roland, whose heavy
cavalry charges are matters of history,
had married the daughtor of the Murquis
do Bransac, n mombir of one of the
wenlthiest snd most powerful families of
France, His son was then nbout twen-
ty-six yoars of mgo.
bust, plebeinn beauty of his father, who

had been one of the handsomest men in |

tho army. His was rather the dolieate
and distingulshed gruce of his mother,
whose idol he waos, Having lovoed her
husbund passiovately, the countess was
new wrapped up in her son,

‘“The extravagunt life led Ly the son
had cansed a quarrel between the parents.
The couniess Iivcd in the Bwnsne Hotal,
one of the fivest in the Faubourg Baint
Germain, while the geners!, secluding
himself in alittle chateau jin the forest of
Beoart, passed bos tume in the pleasures
of the chnse. They =ay he had il -trest-
ed bis wife, but |
I'he fuct is that t1®e had beon between

general and his wile two terrible

BOLNCE,

““Phe first was coused by an idea which
took lon of the countess.  She
found this name ‘Holund’ too plebian for
her son, and tormented her husband 1o
obtain the king's suthority to add to it
that of DoBransac, The geoeral ener-

[ ***Do you aceept?

of those days, who fur. |

He hud not the re- |

wad utterly untrue, |

““The second scone wu_hrungl;;_lbout

allowed him by his mother, It would
be little to.day; but at that time it en-
abled o man to make quite a figure in
tho fashionable world. Ho passed his
timo between love ndventures, the
theatres, and the green table. Then
little by little his elegange aud his
eccontricities began to by talked about,
Clubas were not us plentiful as they are
now, but the giided youth and the
| gamesters had a few of them where lovers
of the green cloth could amuse them.

Ves,

*“One evening when the Vicomte
| loland, after having won a considerable
| sum from one of his friends, offered him
| his revenge, his opponent rose, and,
ushing away the cards, looked st him
n n singular manner,

*“‘Well, no, Noland,’ said he; ‘what
with your luck with women and your
luck with cards, you have too much
luck for one man.'

**Roland, though somewhat choleric,
demanded no esplanation, and contented
himsell with laughing.

““Some dnys ufter, the prefect of
police snnounced himself to the general
ut his chateau. What passed between
them I do not konow. All that is known
of the affair is that they roturned together
to Paris,

YAt 11 o'clock of the evening foliowing
that interview, the vicomte was seated at
a'tablo plaging ecarte, e had just won
ten successive gamos from an English- |
man, who, pussing through Paris on his
way home, had been introduced at the
club by one of the members. [Roland
had a considerable sum before him. The
Inzer had just risen, and Lefore leaving
the table had bowed thrice, when an ei-
derly gentleman approached the table,

“Will the Vicomte Roland permit me
to take tho gentlomun’s revenge?’

"“The young mun paled, It was his
father,

io<As you are a bold player, I offer you
a bold gnme, It will be useless for you
to say that it iz too high, Read.,) And
the general hasded him a note folded
twice. :

“The vicomte glanced over it and
shuddered visibly.

through Postmaster Conger's hands, |
During the fiscal yesr whicli; ended June

40, 1855, the letters received were in ex-

coss of 25,000,000, or about 70,000 daily,

and of this total it is estimated about

seventy per cent, goes to the depart-

ments,

The refluent tide is even larger for the
outgoing delivery includes all the publi-
cations of the government. Statistics
in this field would be stuggering. They
would be on such a hugoe scale that the
figures would lose their mesning. On
some days, for instance, during the busy
days of Congress, 2,000 lurge sacks,
mostly of executive documents, will pass
through the office, and the average for
the summer montha is 20,000 sncks a
month, Much of this is registered, for
greater safety, so that the work thrown
on the eity force is pradigious.

Evidently, then, the Washington post-
office is a busy place.  The busiest time
of the day for the incoming mail isearly
in the morning, when the great night
mails arrive. From 7 till 9 o'clock the
office secthes with uctivity. Shortly be-
fore § o'clock the mail wagons for the
departments and the outlying bureaus
ure hauled up in the rear of the office,

and the mnil is handed out to
them for distribution, These vehicles
are of every deseription, from heavy,
red, cireus-like vans to neat covered carri-
ages, which haven strong suspicion of
wilight and Sunday excorsions about
hem. The heaviest mall generally goes
o the pus toflice department, due to the
outine correspondence between the de-
purtment aud the 50,000 postmnsters of
the country. FEach postmaster has oc-
casion to write nt least four lotters each
quaiter to the department, thusinvolving
a mass of 200,000 letters cvery ninety
days, or more than 2,000 a day from this
cause alone. Then there is an equal
volume of business in the dead letier
bureau, where all uncalled for, mis-
directed, or unintelligible letters are
gent, The other two departments that
recelve enormous muils nre the interior
and the treasury, The mail for the pen-
gion bureau of the Interior alone often
mounts into the thonsands,

All tho departments have a mail room

“'He bowed. The gencral seated him- |
self opposite his son, cut o king, and
dealt the eards. Mo won the ficst hand,
Whon it was the vicomie's deal, he
trembled slightly and o strange light |
shone in his cyes; nevertheless he played
on. The general won again.

“The vicomte rose, pule ns 2 ghost, |
and iu a smothered voice said:

'* ‘In un hour, sir, [ shall have sequit.
ted mysso!f,’

“*Flo left the
word.

**On the following morning the guar. |
dians of the Dois de Boulogue brought
in the body of the Vicomte Holand. His
hiend wns blown to pieces, his hand still
groaping the pistol,  In a portfolio was
found an unsigned serap of paper, on
which were the words:

room without another

*“The pretended Englishman was an
sccomplished card sharper, sent by the |
nefeet of police.  The three bows had |
seen the sign agreed upon between him
and the genorul to indiente that the vi- |
comite had chented,

“The gumo was one for 1ife and death
betweon father and son. Both were dis.
honored—the gon by his own act, the
father by the son's.  But this dishonor
| was asecret, which threatened to become
| an open shame. Death counld stifle it—
| tho son's desth or the father's, for the
stern old soldier would himse!ll bave dis
graced his son hud that son mot kept
their paet.  The price of the general's
secresy ‘was his son's Jife,"—Argonaut,

Dr. Howman says that from esperi
monts made in washing bright halred
woal in different temperatures he found
that wool which looked bright when
washed with topid water wusduller when
kept for some time In water at 100 de.

where the letters are roceived and sorted,

In the larger departments these rooms

have quite a postottice look of their own,

nnd exceed in the volume of business |
transacted the figures of many towns of

considerabile size. Here the sacks nre

opeved and the contents distributed into

trays or boxes which represcnt the office

of the secretary and the ditferent bureaus.

When thus sorted the lettms go to the

chiefl clerks, who go through the pile, |
whether “‘confidential” or wot., Heads

of depa*tments are not supposed to have

any guilty seereis, and they ceriainly have

not the time to read all the missives

which come to them us confidentinl mat-

ter. So the elerk rips open everything

aud many “conlidential” lotters drop

into his waste basket. Communications

on husiness matters the elerk tossea into

wicker trays, and these are borne by

muossengzers to the clilefs of division and |
the heads of rooms having special super-

vision of the matter, 1f, however, the

letter is seon to be important, it is sent

up instead of down, and eventunlly may

find its way to tho desk of the seoretary,

or even to the President. In the ordin-

ary routine, however, o letter goes first

to the city postoffice, then to the de- |
partment, aud then, step by step, to the

chief elerk of the bureau, the chicl clerk

of division, and the particulur elerk who

is sssigned to pitend to its subject mat-

er.

Then, in due progress, the reply goes |
back, oa thick white letter paper of offi- |
cidl size, elnborately hended, nnd gath.
ering endorsements as it proceeds —red |
marks and blue marks, numbers and
dates, circles, squures, and oroases—till

Lmutols go open, however, and these are
andled in connection with newspa-
pers, samples, hooks, shoes, horned
toads, nnd other bulky articles. The
size of these parcels does not admit a
pigeon-hole basis of distribution. The
clerks therefore stand in the arenn of a
mimic amphitheatre of labeled pouches
rising nbout them in over-lapping tiers,
and toss the bundies into the gaping
mouths of the sacks, It looks easy but
itis wapecial art.  One ecalm elderly
clerk, who has spent s life “shooting
pouches, has a porfect aim,—New York
Sun.

Some Weather Signs.

Cats—The cardinal point to which a
ent turns and washes her face after a
rnin shows the direction from which the
wind will blow. Cats with their tails up
and hair apparently electrified indicate
approaching wind. If sparks are seen
when stroking a cat's back, expect a

ge of weather soon. When a eat
s her face with her back to the
fire, gxpect athaw in winter,

Buzzards—A solitary turkey buzzard
ot a distance indicates rnin, Buzzards
flying high indicates fair weather,

Crows—0One crow flying nlone is a
sign of foul weather; but if crows fly in
pairs, expeot fine weathor,

Geese—If the breastbone of a goose
is red or has muny red spots, expect a
cold and stormy winter; but if only a
few spots are visible the winter will be
mild. If domestic geese walk east and
fly west expect cold weather, When
geese or ducks stand on one leg expect
cold weather.

Roosters— When the roosters go crow.
{ngdl;u bed they will rise with watery
1ead,

Spiders—When they are seen crawling
on the walls more than usual indicates
that rain will probably emsue. This
prognostic seldom fails, It has been ob-
served for many years, particularly in
winter, but more or less at all times of
the vear,

Snakes are out before rain, and are,
therefore, more easily killed.

Electricity — Increasing atmospheric
electricity oxidized ammonia in the air
and forms nitricacid, which affects milk,
thus sccounting for souring of milk by
thunder,

Lamp wicks:

The nightly virgin, while her whoel she plies,

Foressss the storim impending in the slides;

When sparkling-lamps their sputtering lights
navalce,

And fu their sockets olly bubbles dance.

Corns giving trouble indieate bad
weather. When corns ache rain follows,

Logs—An easy splitting log indicates
in,

Milk makes cream most freely with a |

porth wind,
Rhcumatic disenses :
Therelors the moon, the govervor of floods,
Palo ju her angor, washos all the air
That rbeumatic diseases do abound,

Coffes Drankavds,

“What a bright-eyed man,"” sald a re-
porter who leaned ogainst the cashier's
deskk of » resiaurant near the public
buildings one day lust week. The man
in guestion had just paid & ten-cent check
and slipped out of the door witha jerky
movement and aswinging of the cane he
varried which degidedly enduangered the
people’'s poace.

“hright-eyed? Yes," said the eashier;
“ha's n collee drunkard.”

“What's a coffee drunkard P

“A mun who comes in here four times
in two hours, ay that man has done this
morning and does every morning, snd
takes o hall pint of colfes every time, is
a coffee drupkard,  Bright eyes! Well
1 should say go. That man's condition
all tho time is the same as that of & man
who is geiting over n big ‘batter.’ 1

| ECIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL

American says: *‘An 8.5-foot wheel will
raise 8,000 guilons of water daily a dis-
tanco of twonty-five feet.  Tt= first cost,
including the pump and a plain tower,
is about $150. A 10-foot wheel will
raise about 9,000 gallons of water a day
a like distance, and cost $180, including
the appurtenances above mentioned, A
12-foot wheel will raise 10,000 gallons of
water o day the above distance, and eost,
with the ssme appurtenances, $210, So
nr, from 14 to 16, 18 to 20-feet dinmeter
of wheel, which costs abont $1,200 and
will raise about 100,000 gallona of water
daily the specified distance.”

Minnis Haden, a colored blacksmith of
Montgomery, Va., has | invented a
piece of very simple ma ry by which
thestriking bammer is casily nnd effec-
tively worked by his foot, while he has
both bands free to hold his iron and use
the small hammer. To a listener the
blows come as naturally and as rap-
idly as if there were two men handling
the hamuiers in the old-fashioned way,
but there is a difference. The machine,
by au ensy motion of the foot on the
treadle, strikes a harder blow than any
man can strike, and can be made,at will,
to strike ns light o blow as may be
needed. But the use of this simple and
; eheap device in the blacksmith shop is

not half, Tt can be just as easily wsod,
'and will find a large field of usefulness,
in driving a drill or blasting rock.

Terrible Seene at a Bull Fight,

A Madvid correspondent suys: Al the
| bull fight which took place in Vittoria a
few days ngo n scene ocenrred which is
seldom witnessed on these ocensions,
The first bull having been dispatched by
the primer espada Lagartijo, the oar-
casses of bull and horses dragged away,
and the blood marks coversd with fresh
sund, the sigoal was given for the second
bull, The beast appenred at the en-
trance, looking suspiciously aronnd him,
and as @ torero ran past him, he rushed
out, more like a tiger than a bull, and
~ with such impetus that clearing the bar-
rier by a flying leap he alighted in the
midst of the terrified crowd. Those
nearest to the barrier jumped or lell
headiong inuto the arenn, while others
were tossed into the wir, Ladies in the
Ealcou screamed and fainted. while the
ull kept driving furiously into confusod
crowds of men women and children,
killing some, and wounding others very
severely, A compuny of eivil guards,
which were drawn up in line to keep
order during the bull fght, van ofl.
I When the bull had cleared half the plazs
of its oceupants, he paused to ke
breath aud ook at the arens, which was
full of spectators, Findinge at last a gate
{ open, he trotted out te the promenade,
sending sovernl men, womon and ehil
[ dren fying in the v, At last hie was
brought down by three shots fived st
[ him by a civil guard. When calm had
| been rostored, the people very deservedly
hissed the oivil guands and toreros for
their cowardice.
e ———

A Strong Cigar.

“Dou't cary if 1 do, styanger, 'Than ks,
Btrong? Yes: to lable. Strongest cigar
I ever smoked! (Pl pull.y No, “tain't
(pull, puff.} Not by along shot. What
wos the strongest cigar 1 ever smoked?
Well, Il teli you, It was so strong
that it knocked some of my teeih out.
You don't beliove it? Walt till vou hear
the partieulars. It was wuy boack in
1865, 1 was with the Army of the Mo
tomwae, aud wo we wors elosin’ up on Lee
in Wichmond. T was on picket duty one
night when 1 got to Liunkorin' lora cigar.

It wWas aguiost orders 1o smoke on
the picket line, but I couldn't siund it,
und g0 1 dove into the treuch nnd Nt my
weed, Then [ returped to my beat,
buppy a8 could be. It was o very dark

it is flonlly signed, folded, and mailed | mean his norves are up in *G." his muss | night, an’ everything quiet, an' 1 waus

HERin.
trtpu, for unless a rigid system was fol-
lowed there would be faral confusion in |
aweek jn oall the Jarge departruents,
These m ous marks #H have o mean-
ing, as coreless or stapid elork finds

is sbnormally clesr.  Hois living at »
208 3-4 rate, ™

“Why does he do it1"

“IIas to. Most bave o brace.  Used
to drink rum.  Had to guit thet, snd

Necessirily there in some red | cles are ull aguiver, and his mental vision | just fatterin’ mysell that there was no

danger in & amoke, when whish! bang!
apd that eigar of mine woni 1o pleces an’
(1 felt a prickly psio s my mouth. |
felt, an' couply o testh  were gone.
Eh! Lownded?

R ———
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Bllen 4 such scandalous absurditics, the coun- [ vy correspondence, mach of which re- by the error will Ue pretty likely to com- | storms, wnd then dropped again many
: I:‘::If. tess unhinppily interjected : quires mot simply # formal reply;, but | Pltin.  Of course, the more important [ miles from the place where they were | Metutiful bands ars those that do
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Tho witids astir I the e tenant in & cavalry regiment. That i | ence. | Two or thees sacks only. oat of | North and West at 10 o'elock at night, etite to sleep, coming on suddenly at [ Over worn-out hands—oh, beantiful slesp!
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You cannot call a sailor a elugger ba-
cause Lie boxes the compass, —Derrick.

“Can any one lu;ggonl. a sure provent-
ive of pea-sicknesst” asks an exchange.
Certuinly; stay on shore,— Puel,

Only eight American poets have lived
beyond the age of sixty years, Thia
shows the nower of the press, — Merchant-
Traveler.

THE LATEAT CRAZE
Now the mulden sits in hor sasy chair

And drives away melaccholy
By plying her needles nnid knitting o pair

01 scarlat silk hoss for fier < Chally.™

—Boston Courier,

The planets have been weighed and
the moon blocked out into election pro-
cinets, but the hefr und eapucity of a
boy's pocket still remain unknown.—
Chicago Ledger.

When a cold wave comes
Then business hums,
—New York Morning Jowrnal,

’?‘ul wllmn it thaws
iore in 0 pause,

—Gomnm Mountainedr.

Can't you give ussome war reminis.
cences?” ssked o eitiren of an old fel-
low n s party of exsoldiers teiling
stories. “No, I believe not,” he an-
swered promptly, *‘you seo I've only been
marrled six months " —Merchant- Tras-
eler,

They wore walking ou the beach, and
as Cloude beld her little hand he mur-
mured: “1 love 10 be with you, Claribel,
it seems so bright and I fool so much
fresher.” Do you, dear? I should not
think that possible,” And then he
dropped her hand and turned sadly
away, his sighs kecping timo to the
surges a5 they lashed themaelves to foam
on the pebbly beach.—Baton Zran-
script.

Heo ot her fu the garden,
And she was all alone,

His nrm he folded roand har wals
Aned sald she was bis own,

He on Ler lips Imprinted
A kiss with trus love's zost,

And then, with pa: h o
Hor sott white hand he

Bhe sorenmed, and thon his andop™ S
Was in a momont deshed: )

For in that soft white hand shs hold
An ogg, that now was s

— Ligatoa

Is the Air Colorleas?

The Challenger hins dredged from the
bottom of the ocenn fishes which live
babitually in greav depths, and whoso
enormous eyes tell of the corresponding.
Iy faint light which most havo des
seemded to them through the mmiuﬂy
transpurent water, It will not be ns fu-
tila a speculation as it muy at frst seom,
to put ourselves in imugingtion in tha
condition of ereatures under tho ses, and
ok what the sun may appesr to be
to them, for, if the tish who hud never
risen above the ocenn-floor wers an in.
telligont being, might he ot plausibl
reason that the dim geeenish light of his
beaven—which is all e hus ever known
—was the full splendor of the sun shin-
ing through a modioo which all his ex-

perience shows is transparent,

We onrselves are in very inct, living
at the floor of n grent nerial sen. whose
billows roll hundreds of miles above our
honda, I8 it not ot duy rate conceivable
that we mny haye beea  lod into n like
fulluey from judging only from what we
soi at the bottom?  May we nat, that is,
have been led inte the fallacy of assim-
ing that the nterveaing medium above
us I colorless beenuso tho light which
comes through it 1s sol

| freoly admit thot all men, educated
or ignorant, uppear to have the evidence
of their senses that the air is coloriess,
and that pure sunlight 18 white, so that
if 1 venture to nsk you o lisien to con-
siderations which have lwely been
brought forward to show that it ls the
sun which is blue, and the air resily acts
like an orange veil or like a seive which
pioks out the bluo and leaves the white,
| do soin the confidence that I may ap-
penl to vou on other grounds than those
I conld submit to the primitive man who
Lins his sensaaalone to trist 1o for the
vduouted intglligence possosses those

Pretty strong vigar, that.
1 No; but the ritle of thal ‘ere Johuny lieh
sharpshooter wos, and righs here on my

getically refused.
+ My pume has sufficed for we." said
he, for me who have made it famous,

sopues vgunlly, sad in nddizion the dii“l.,
to lnterpret thein by the Hght of rdason,
and before this audicoce 1t s to that

out soon enough, for by t every stgp | now does worse,  He nover slesps, they

roes Fabrenheit,
s ' in rogistered and 4 blunder truced buck | tell me.” |

g BOUTOL. o d b meni” cheek {8 where the ball cum out.  1f the | -
It will de fur this fine gus 5, my | Cremation in Paris will soon be avail. | Lo its office -:Do you "“‘;? v, W P i« | nsh hadn't fell off that eiwar I would | Aterpretation that | addeess mvself.—
sou. 1f " does wot find it t [able for the general public, ut the small | The st hous or two of each office day | At luast bal adesen.—Philadefphia ar. L would | G SVritoter, indupuler Setghes
eaough, let bim try to add to it luster.' | cost of §3 for each operation. Jthhm 0 fintah- | Prese, have two more teothin my head to-day.



