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noted in the camp and was promptly®re-
fused, much to his own and the boys'
astonislnnent, 1 bolieve the juage was
the next, but as he had fortified his
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_ tquaws and homely senoritas
“who fonally passed X Min-
eral O . _Afer the ju a dozen or
more of the boys offered their hands ani
tortunes to s gal” and fared in
precisely the ssthe manner, while old
Buu? himself qnleﬂg dluekfod and “bot
on hl:nslww .7 as he aflerward

lie dind come into camp & week or
two previously to the surprise
her [uther.

Old Stacy & good ﬂmy ears hefore,
some eight or tem, had lost hils wife, and
BO t was his grief that he could not
be induced to remain longer in the place
she had made a little heaven for him
Bo he placed his ter—his onl

child—in the fashionable female semi-
nary of the State, provided her with
mmlng_ that was ary for her
com or happinues, an en struck

out for the San Juan silver mines to for- | 1

loss nmong the excitements and

get his
privations of the frontier. 8§
the fortunate few out of ::f
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B e foxt
: the der-
of the boys, she : mter:‘a

men

lains, took on the stages and
Hnally rode into Mineral City on horse-
back, the first' white woman in camp
ﬁ the ohject of the shy adoration of

It was some time before the boys
could stand their ground and face lLer,
instead of soam ng away at her ap-
g:mh.u had hitherto been the case;

athe Western miner is not long in
gefting sccusiomed te strange things, |
and it was not over ten days after Lher
arrival that ths colonsl immolated him-
self on g’ Llhr of his ﬁﬁaoﬁm. +En-
cournged by his exmmple and unterri-

by his nncaromonrum "de: the
£

“Is that the real reason? T asked,
her shyness and evident avoidance of
my eyes giving me hopes that set my
heart beating with anhﬂmr ulsations,

“ Lot us go down,” she said, quickly,
as she arose,

**No, not until you answer me," and
I caught again the litt'e hand.

Bhe drew it from my grasp, and, with
a saucy ‘' Come,” stamted down the
trail and T hastened to follow. 1 made
severn| attempts to ronew the conversa-
tion on the way, but Nellie always
turned it off from the suhject nearest
my heart; and yet when I left her at her
fathec's door she slnlvlz extended her
hand, and I thought 1 detected a soft
pressure as I took it in mine. A mo-
ment, and she had vanished, and T no-
Licad a rosy flush on her pmtﬁ cheeks
and nn unusual lizht in her tender eves.
| went back to my little cabin with »
strange admixture of certainty and
doubt in my feelings, and a quickening
of pulse that made me oblivious to my
rough surroundings.

Afler supper 1 lit my pipe and sat
upon my roughly-hewn door step. The
sun h gone down, but yet there
was light enough for me to see her cabin
nnd notice her father standing in the
doorway chnttln'gw;ilh Mineral Bob, the
best prospector in camp and the thivd
owner with Stacy and myself in the
Ajax. I turned my head and saw the
lights in the shaft house of the Big
Ginnt mine on Red mountain gleaming
awny in the distance; I heard tge ¢lang-
inmblowa of the blacksmith at his forge
as he sharpened the tools for the morn-
ing's work, and the decp boom of the
blast in the Little Emlly mine cume
floating still night air. Then
m‘v :geo‘wun ered back to the oubin
wlidch held Nellie. Bob was still there,
is tall figure and hroad shoulders con-
tly with the little old man
in the doorway, What was he doigg
there so lonf. thoufht.. and I pufl
my‘ﬁmic om‘lg as I saw Nellie & mo-
ment join the two. The night set-
tled down and the cabins faded from
view :bair&rmee only revealed ay
the lights shining through the little
square windows or the g s atreaming
out of the stone and mud chimneys, It
was getling cool, too, and [ knobked
the ashes out of my pipe and r-entered
my little home and stirred up the
smonldarlnq embexs on the hearth. An
our went
8 across my little tahble, with its
tin plates and cups; across my earthen
and rocky floor, touching lightly m
books on & shelf at the head of my bec
and mﬂt:ﬁ softly on the rolled-up cont
that served me for a pitlow. I turned
on my stool and glanced out of the
window. The tops of the surrounding

timber were sllvered by the mooglight,
dnd the cabins stood out t the
dark background of the tall spruces.

The sound of singing came up from the
suloon, and the wind gighed Hitfully now
and then. And so [ fell into a sombre
reverie, and Nellie was the center about
whichi all my thoughts revolved. Pres-
ently there was n knocking at my door,

and at my invitation Minersl Bob an-

oné after another tried their luck, | tered

thotgh, ns I have before mentioued,
with no better sucoess,

Stacy was u toer of mine in the
Ajax mine, in whioh there were three of
us interested, and as we were doing con-
sidergble development on the vein I
was of necessity much in his company
nnd consequentlydn that of his daughter.
Bhie was n veri pretty girl, with dainty,
delicate ways far more befitting a house
on Walput sireet than a rough mining

" '

d to relgn queen of Minera! City
all through the summer of 1876,

Ldon't know when it was that T was
unduly attracted toward Nellie. I think
it was when she asked me to eall her
thereafler by that nnme, She mado the

" requést 8o innocuntly, so sweetly, and
80 tenderly, alleging that as I was her
falher's parimer, & gentleman by birth
snd educagion, and such a kind friend to
her, it would be ever ao much nicer for
me Lo say Nellie, instesd of Miss Staoy,
which soundéd so formal, that I came
very nearly adding qther words to the
pmme that our short ncquaintance would
not justify. After that I spent most of
my evenings with Nellie, and sometimes

. of mn afternoon we took delicious %tla
rambles to er on the mountain o%es
and¥into the heavy timber lining the
valley or oanon of the Uncom 2,
Une evening, as wo were retuming

*“Hello! Philadelphis,” he said, “1I
kinder thought you wasn't in,”

" Why?” I asked, rather sorry of the
interruption, though Bob was good
company, and no one could look into
his merry. blue eyes and pleasant face,
covered all over with a luxuriant, rich
brown without fecling better and
less out of upiritd.

“Oh, I sort of caleulated you'd be
somewhere around the girl. How's
your chances, partner? (zood, ehP"

“Come in, and amf your non-
sense., Heve, your pipe and sit
down.” -

Bob laughed -humoredly and,
Eul]lng up a stool, sat down near the
re and, as he filled his pipe, said :

* I've dropped inon a little business—
about the Sunshine, you know,” allnd-
ing to a mine of his and one of the best
in the camp. *“You know I'm obliged
Lo sink—ain't got no chance Lo tunnel,
and the surface water is getting Lhe best
of me. Must have a pump, if I want to
do mytmlhh bailing water out by
the bue | when she's coming in near
ns f:‘l't is of no aceount. You know

I nodded nssent.

lighted his pipe and gave two or three
vigorous puffs, “1 wanl to see what
kind ot a dicker I can make with you
about running the mine. I ain't got the
{money 1o get ap engine and pump,

hy and the moon sent its |

i

*Well, them, Phiindelphia,” as lie| be

“Take you? A great sight sooner
than any other man in camp.”

orbgn“ S S and ifhis figur
m ge on the mine, an 8 es
arenot too high I'll indorse your note
&'nhd mrin ysl:n.u oﬁgr myIiutemtth beshtilel.

¢ mine is so gu
haven’t been to it a wcee::"-" o

*“That's the gal’s fault,” grinned Bob;
“but it she wasn't 1 wouldn't
want to_buy. I believe I'll go down
‘and see” the old man—it won't take
long,” and Bob buttoned up his coat
and started out. 2

Half an hour later Bob returned with
the necessary p:geu by which Stacy
conveyed his third interest in the Ajax
mine to him for eight thousand dollars,
R‘,able within thirty days. T indorsed

‘s note for the amount, he assuring

me that if the mine continued to pay, as
it had in the he could easily tuke
itup when due, besides which, I rea-
soned to myself, I would soon be
Stacy's son-in-law, and, in case of Bob's
failure to meet the note, the old man
would not be hard on me. . I also trans-
firred my third interest o Bob for a
like amount, and secured myself for
both sums by a mortgnﬁgn the prop-
ertg. and so I went to that night
and dreamed of the little wife I soon
expected to have.

I saw Nellie the next dn.lvl. and though
she smiled sweetly and blushed most
rrettily I wasn’L satisfied, as owing to
1er getting things in readiness for the
trip next mo ning there was no oppor-
tunity for n quiet little conversation, 1
told Stacy 1 was ﬁ?ing ont, and he
lm.:!;hed and said Nellie had n';uknn of it
and he ** dian't know but what it was
a good scheme for his gal, "canse it could
hiardly be expected that me and Bob
would be good wmpan%;" and so the
matter was settled and I collected my
traps together, and those I din't cave to
take with me, 1 distributed among the
boys. They all knew what 1 was

out for, and !ood'utnlﬁd wi

were freely indulged in nt my expense,
But I liked it, and rather enjoyed my
triumphs over the colonel and ihe
judge and the others who had tried 1o
win the little treasure that T had carried
off, but hnd miserably failed,

1 sat in wy cabin that evening—the
last 1 should ever spend in Minersl Cit
—and somehow I got terribly blue anivl
out of spirits, It lelt like ng wit
old friends. Every tree and every roc
seemed to have a hold on my affections,
and the rough logs of my little home
had s warm place in my heart. 1
couldn’t shake off my low spirits, and so
1 went down to seé my little one and
from her sweet face and “pretty eyes
draw the consolation I felt I needed, 1
found her looking tired from her ar-

ranging and ‘Jm ng efforts, but she
nee most gingd to see me, and we sat
on the doorstep and were soon chatting

in a warm, confidentinl way. As I was
about to go 1 took her little hand in my
big palm and said ;

** Are you really glad that I am going
out with you?”

“You know | am,” she said, earn-
estly, her eyes dropping and her soft
little fingers involuntarily presszin
mine, and somehow before T fully real-
ized what I was doing I had leansd for-
ward and pressed a hot, passionate kiss
on her pretty lips, and with a little ex-
clamation expressive of surprise and
not of anger she turmed and vanished.
I was n happy fellow that night.

Our trip was begun the next morning
and in due course of time we all of us
cameé to a halt in New York. What a
delicious time 1 had had of it, and how
considerals Stacy and Bob weppto me,
They never intruded their presenie, but
let me have Nellie to myself, as though
they had no connection whatever with
us. I felt grateful to them and medi-
tated often upon what I conld do to
show my appreciation of their thought-
fulness and good féeling. Nollie was o
little parndox, bowever—an enigma I
couldn' solve. 1 had proposed to her
half a dozen times on our way East,
but though she showed that her heart
was wine and permitied me Lo squeese

kiss her good-night whén she retired;
she woul ﬁlﬂa me no snswer to my
pleadings, but kept me off with n
ooquetry {n itself most attractive. And
80 the days spun around and I seemed to
no nearer than when we left the old
mining camp, and I got irritable and
out of sorts, and one day Nellie sug-
gested that T had Fetter ran ongand see
my family and get sweetened up r little,
and I savagely replied that I would, and

» | don't

4atave him come if

her hand, wh_i;fmr soft nothings and
E

don't want to. I went back to theold
the follow year. The boys
tease me now, but I thrashed two
of them and got thrashed by three be-
fore this silence on the subject was ob-

served.— Philadelphia Times.

Cabinet Recreations.

The members of the cabinet sometimes
have very nmus interviews with la-
dies, as following will illustrate:

Young Indy—** Mr. Secretary, I ljave
onlled to see if you can tell me when
Captain — is to be ordered awny, and
N et Y Posdly o+ ot Je

—tt y do no ow.
Do you wish him ordered away "

Y{mng l::lJ—“No. indead " (Lthis with
s very conscious look and a slight in-
orease in color); “only, if you were, |
would like to know, you know; for you
soe,” pulling out her hand kerchief and
putting her little gloved

finger in Iier
mouth, a ln Maggie Mitchiell, *“you
Enow Mr. —, now don't you

Becrem?—" How should I
Young lady—** l'hen I'll tell you "
(this with a look of determination).
“T'm ‘going to mirry and if you
are going to order him off why we want
to get married before. That is all.”
oretary—*' 1 have not thought of
ordering him away, and since he is go-
inﬁ to engage in such pleasant business
will not,”

Young lady—"Oh! Mr, —, ain’t you
good? I'm so glad. Now I'll have
plenty of time to getready.”

Another youn udr sends in her card
and iz admitted, when the following
colloguy takes place:

Young lady—"*1 have called to see if

ou will not give permission to Lieu-
ant — to come here from A——P"

Secretary—**Any of his near relatives
siek P seanning her closely.

Young lady—'' No, gir, His friends
want to see him so much, and you can

you want to,"

Seoer —“Oh! I see how itis, Ti
you will say you are his aweetheart, he
shail come. '

Young lady--" Yes, sir, he is!" say-
}:gethis with both hands hiding her

The secretary says that he gave per-
mission to that officer to come, tele-
graphing to him to that effect within
the hour. All secretaries are not like
the one we are sp of, 80 young
Indies must not presume upon the above
incidents; for they might not be as suc-

1 a8 our two fair friends were.—
Washington Letter.

A Man Survives a Braining,

John Harris, who had his head afht
opén by a falling axe at thenew Yellow

acket shaft, some two years ago, is
agnin on the Comstock. Ithough that
axe fell about 160 feet upon his head,
and he lost in consequence a strip of
skull-bone four inches long and two
and a half inches wide, he hnas taken
that head to England with him and
brought it back, and thinks a good deal
of it and with it yet, His is one of those
exceptional cases in surgery of which
there are not half a dozen in the books,
and which ranks with that where a
umglng iron, blown by a prematurely
discharged blast, passed through a man's
herd from chin to crown, and yet failed
to kill him,

The gash made by this axe in Harris
head wus ls{ge enough to kill half a
dozen men. W hen the hones were taken
by the surgeons from the wound thoe
large vein between the lobes of the brain
sent a torrent of blood gushing forth.
It was stanched with lint and the man
rallied. The surgeon feared to remove
the lint lest he should bleed to death,
and it remained some two weeks till it
became 8o far decayed ns to force its
removal. Contrary to expectation no
blood followed, nor was there any sec-
ondesry hemorrhage from the wound.
Harris has pretty much recovered from
the effects of the scoident, He says-he
experiences no head trouble whatever,
but he has & hiteh in his walk, a sort of
jork, a let-go-and 1 movement,
which is the result of the hurt. Hu is
s wonderfully good man for one upon
whom the experiment of dropping an
axe 160 feet upon Lis head was success-
fully tried.— Gold Hill (Nep.) News.

Hleak, chilly Maroh anid November &re the
two wogst months of the 3 our for those suffer

bmve the rough westher withous

ing wi disesson, Kevp Dr. Bull's
(.'ulm ponr by, and such mufferers will
be

danger.  Price %5 oants,

few rods away. changed its course, and

resolved itself at once into a colony of

ottér swimming in single file. His in-

ference is that sea animals may some-

times travel in the same manner, and

Elva gailors the opportunity of drawing
e long bow.

The suit of Budd Doble vs. the South-
ern Ohio Fair amoimo:a of Dayton,
Ohio, has just been tried before the
United States district court for that dis-
trict. The suit was b ht to recover
$2,250 from the association on a con-
tract, in compliance with which that
amount was to have paid for an
exhibition of speed by Goldsmith Maid
on the track of the on, Bep-
tember 30, 1875, The association
¢laimed that it was not an exhibition
of apeed, the time being 2:994, 2:24,
2:4v4. The plaintiff made a ples for a
i_udgment for a guaatum meruts, that is,
or 80 large a proportion of the con-
trnct price as the per 0é  Was
worth, if not the whole amount. The
Jlldﬁﬂ decided, as a point of law, that no
such parti could be made in aspecia)
contract, and thiat the claim must stand
or fall in its entirety. A great deal of
expert testimony was taken as to the
merit of the performance, but the jury
failed to agree,

The snnual reports of the Euglish and
Seoteli co-operative stores are now being
pubflished.  The profits divided among
the members of the societies range from
one shilling three pence to twe shillings
eight pence on the ponnd sterling of pur-
chases made doring the year, and seem
to average about two shillings, or ten
[wr cent.  Stating the amount in dol-

ars, a member of one of these co-opera-
tive stores, about which Mr. Holyoake
suve so much interesting information
uring his late visit to this country, re-
ceives at the end of the year $1 inthe
way of profit for every $10 worth of
goods he has bought. Thixis clear gnin
to him, for he gets his goods at the reg-
ular market prices, and is besides as-
sured that what he buys is of good
uality and free from adulteration. The
nchester Co-operative Wholes: le so=-
ciety, from which the co-operative
stores buy their goods, is a federative
institution com ol 584 societies
comprising 305,161 members, It has a
capital of 000 on which it pays five
per cent. interest, and its profits are di-
vided nmong the branch societies in pro-
portion to their purchnases, just as the
societies divide their profits among the
individual members.

Leap-Year Dificuliies,

He was a niee young man, with cane,
high hat and patert leather boots, He
sirolled leisurely down Fourth avenus,
pufling daintily upon a cigarette, and
oceasionaily twirling the waxed ends of
his moustache. He was nccosted hy a
stout woman with a forid com-
plexion.

“Top of the mornin' to ye, Mister
Charley," said she, :

* Good morning, Mrs. McGuinness,”
said the nice young man.

*“* Me darlint boy, would ye—" and
she bestowed a bewitching smile upon
him. He dodged out of her reach. The
recollection that it was leap-vear rushed
upon him. He answered :

“Madame—realiy—1I can't—I am very
sorry it I cause you pain—but my affec-
tions have already been bestowed upon
another—and, madame—I can't—1 can't
marry you,"

She gazed at him in astonishmen
and then said, indignantly: *Who sxe
ye to marry me! The idea of the likes
of me, s poor lone widdy, with four
ohildren o support by wuhln“ axin' ye
to marry me. I was onliy.goin to nx ye
for that dollar for washin'.”

He sighed and gave her a dotlar, and
walked sadly awny.—New York Sun.

What it Costs to Run a Loecometive,

The New Jorsey Central Railroad
Company keeps a record of the cost of
running locomotives, It shows that an
uvernge day's distance traveled by a
locomotive is 100 miles. The work for
a month is 2,800 miles; but some loco-
motives exeeod this, as in the case of

No. 121, which in December last mndes

6,080 miles. In doing this 183 tons of
coal were used and thirty-seven gallons
of oil to ke p the machinery in orcer.
The mmp:mf gays that ®i2.88 is the
uverage cost for 100 miles for men, fusl
and repairs. In the case of No. 121 the
oost for yepuirs for the month was
§24.58.
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A young man recently had a nose
fted in a New York ital. We
ave seen noses bud and blossom, but
never heard of grafting them before.

Over two-thirds of the baseballs
manufactured come from a Boston firm,
who are now making 10,000 dozen nn-
nually., The leather for covering is
tanned by their own workmen.

Said one of society's smart ornaments
to a lady rriend : ** This isleap-year, and
[ suppose you'll be aaklnF gomehody to
mmylnour” * Oh, no," was the reply,
“my finances won't permit me to sup-
port a husband.”—Derrick.

J. R. Holloway, of Marion county,
Tenn., grew 1,500 bushels of peanuts
last year, and considered it a very
profitable c:op. Everything about the
peanut can be utilized. The vines and
leaves make a most excellent fodder.

To ascertain the length of a day and
night multiply the hour at which the
sun rises by two; the resuit will be the
length of t{o nig'ht. Multiply the Lhour
at which the sun sets by two, and the
result will be the length of the day.

Itis said in Arizona that a miner,
doubting the capabilities of & certain
nasayer, an old potato, dried it
thoroughly, pounded it up line nnd then
submitted the powder for assay, and the
result of the'assny gave s yield of $£40
to the ton.

There are 150 varvieties of grass in Ne-
braska, luxurjant in growth, execllent
in quality, and they ave among the
grandest resources of the State, They
nre the herdman's stock in teade, and
fet steers, mutton, wool and dairy pro-
ducts are the net resnlts.

Wheelburrows are in very little de-
mand in Brazll, “owing to the almost
universal practice of carrying burdens
on the head.” Not long ago the Ameri-
can consul gaw a sturdy negro careying
a wheelbarrow on his head phréugh the
streets of Rio de Janeird.

One hundred years ago, during the
winter of 1780, the weather was so cold
that some of the harbors along the coast
were frozen over for nearly six weeks,
In Marblehead harhor several vessels
were frogen in from the last of Decem -
ber to the middle of February.

A Farmer Poet.

A fwrmer poet has blossomed into
song in Englind and publishes under
the title of * Wet Days"™ n series of
poems, which give effective wad graphic
pictures of nature in langlage at once
simple and eloquent. In *'The Camp
on the Hill™ he writes:

There's sowneghing better than keep there; for
onenon that mossy sod

You leave the world behind you and are luee
to fwoe with God,

There's s pool by the cairn on the top, where
the wild duoks used to be,

And 8 lak from the Roman comp used to
sing and sonx ovar me;

I thosght him the kill's own spirit it woulil
havé been shame to kill;

Parbaps you may here his soug ere you rench
the top of the hill,
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I know God's everywhers; in the city and in
the Exchange,

As woll us the hill and the moor, wheraver
mortil can rango;

But ab! the pure aky youder, no smoke ob-
souring the blue!

Man’s not the same in the oity, and God may
be different, too.

-

This is from another poem, called
* Birds' Bongs:"
Birds are the only happy things;
They sing through rain br san conteal,
Our songs are pauyers, not thanksgivings,
Fear, hope or envy's otlul vout,
Impertineat ragrets lor wings
We oould not use, for viches spont,
For chances given and thrown away,
Of sowething wanting night und day.

The London Standard says of Lhese

t There is in them something

more thun rhyme and rhytlon ; they wre

instifot with humenity, Thoy bhave in

thelr way a charm which will tell more

with the muititude of resdeys than rig-

orous conformity to the artistio canons
of any partioulpr sehool



