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rt Beuny bad plaved in
g process.

Twelve months prior to the matters
related, Fanuy Howard had come to
the village of Curlion, in answer toan
advertisement for a school teacher,
bringing letters of recommendation
whict %ud secured her the place
sought. For a year Faonny bad
taought the school with much satisfac-
tion ; her sweet fuce and E:ulle Wy
had won the hearts of the children,
while ber zeal and conscientions dis-
charge of duties had wou the approba-
tivn of the parents. As the last quar-
ter was drawiog to a closa, a sir r,
staying for & night at the inn, hsd
seen the school mistress on the street,
and upon being informed who she was,
remarked: *I thonghi I was not mis-
taken; I have seen her befoure; her
father is in the Btate prison at N——."

Upon all the invisible wires of social
intercourso the news flow; the very
birds of the sir seemed to whisper ti;
that concentrated battery of pent up
country life expended its force in cir-
culating the news, As Fanny passed,
inquisitive groups gathered at ihe
street corners; the women watched
her from the windows; the children,
;ven. gilent and shy, seemed to avoid

er.

“What ean all this mean?" thought
Faony, her eyes filling with unshed
tears, und the spectre of pain haunt.
ing her face. “Ob, that Mrs. Carlton
were here ; she would pot desert me.”

Mrs. @sriton was the widow of the
Iate Col, Heory Carlton, after whom
the town had been named, The Carl-
ton estate extended for ten miles in
every direction ; its broad acres stretch-
ed from m in to mouutain, em-
bracing the catire valley; its flocks
and herds fed upon a bundred hilla
The family maosion was sitoated Lwo
miles from the town, in the midst of
sharming grounds, beautifully planted
aud luid out, It was a plain, substan-
tinl, comfortable house, with broad
porches, wide hal's and ample rooms,
wonderfully soggestive of hospitality.

From the first M. Carlton had
liked Ennpy; frequent invitations had
been extended fur hor to pass tha week-

e soften-

53 | ly bolidays at “The Gmuge"—as the

place was called—while Harry, the
unly son und heir, a stout, manl
voung fellow of twenty-five, helped
'amuh to make (he hours pass
pleasantly; there were walkd, aud
drives, and dinoers, nnd croguet par-
ties unider the trees, and music and
dancing in the moon-light. Now,
alus! Mrs, Carlton and Harry were
absent, and our heroine, depréssed by
the weight of an intangible something,
wearily bore the burden,

It was the last day of tbe term; on
the following Mouoday, the first day of
Muy, was to be held the picnie, ao old
country fete revived by Col. Carlion
for his peuple, ns ho was wont to call
them, Dn'l,ighlfui grounds in the hills,
two miles nway, bud been set apart
for this purpose ; there were groves of
troes, plats of grevn sward and charm-
ing bits of scenery ; & nountain stream

| ecnme tnmbling Jdowa from the hill in |

a succession of waterfalls, forulni st
their base & tiny lake, where the flow
ers and the ferns seemed most to loux-
urate.

The May day sun broke hright aod
clear, ns it always did in this Areadis,
tinging t' & mountain Tuhs with crim-
son and filling the valley with amber.
There was an enrly and unwonted sir
in the village and farm houses ; troops
of merry children were congregated
in the streets and lanws, happy as the
birds which gave them greating. Ve-
hicles of nll descriptions wers to be
seen wending their way to the grounds.
Tables had been ;R‘eld, boothe cou-
structed, and a lgﬁlle garlanded
with flowers ercoted. ere was to be
a dioner, a poem, songs and dancing,
and some one was to be crowsed
“Queen of the May.”

farmers fur miles around the
had come with their wives and
little ones; the parson and the
lawyer and the doctor,
re was Steve, the black.
ashed clean for the
, the landlord of the
with the proverbial
ny, the shoemaker, with
children, out at the toes,
ue usual; Unele Rogers, who bad
erossed the plains with Col. Carlton in
*'46, and, sa he said, “was raised in the
same town and knew 81l the Colonel’s
kiosfulke. Uncle Billy's talk always
opened or closed with some sallusion
to his dﬂnﬂed friend,

Tom Brawn, the stage driver, had
tuken n day off to be present. With
just the proper amount of dash he
drove six gnm on the ground, dressed
in characteristic garb—Mexican som-
brero, immaculate shirt, red sash, high
heeled, elose fitting bouts, drawn over
his pantaloons. ﬁﬂ.er o slight excess
of auxiety in the proper digposition of
his team, with the indescribable, in-
soueiant air of bis ealling, he loun
over to where mine host of the Golden
Swan wus standiog, gave a scarcely
perceptible nod of recogoition to Un-
¢le Billy and Tony, and remarked,
i pntrani:ingl y!

“I uny, Briggs, what's all this _
talk 'bout the scholmarm? I don't
see that she's Lo blame, she seems to
be a kind di:ruin‘nnad critter, and
has allus done her work well. As for
me, I'm blamed if I doo’t think she's
got good blood in her—thin in the
nostril, wide between the eyes, and
clean-limbed ; you bet your life there's
no mustang in ber.”

“Yes, Tom,"” aaid Briggs, “but you
know wumen are women, and ustural-
Iy hate each other, If they eatch one
of their own sex out alone, without a
protector, they all for ber; and
this ﬁirl seems o by in that fix just
now

“Oh, Tom,” with a balf-defined side
nl.lnin of the h;sul.lit ‘hh.i“m.k time
inting mysteriously to his pocket.
poA. T%m Jvrart:n.'lld have uid,q?A wink
to a blind man is sufficient,” avd threo
that is, Briggs, Tom, and the flask—
went quielly into the shadow of the

coun

their
dea

sndly to Tonyg
'a done that.

The servants had erected the Carl-
ton teng, but dil not koow if their
mistress would return in time to be
present at the festivities,

During the carlier part of the day
Fanoy sat alone, or wandered abont
the groundg, meeting ocld looks and
averted faces from some; from others
thut peculiar recoguition..s» fraught
with meaning, Agsin wod sgain
wished berself far away, nod unly re-
mained hoping by chanee to meet Mra.
Carlton.

Afier the ceremonies hud concloded,
and just as she had determined to
leave the ground « . cross the Balds
ta her own howme, apparently by scol-
dent sbe bappened upon Tom Brows,

The stage-driver, who had pever
spoken to Fauny, touched his hat—a
remarkable exhibition of politeoess.
for him—and said :

o | pardon, miss; I'm & plain
man and can't say what I want to, but
if you shou.d veed anybody to speak
a word for you, or to take your part,
Tom Brown knows how 1o do it."”

Fauu; comprehenced the blunt sin-
cerity of the mun, aud as sbe thanked
him the tears that had beeo all day in
her eyes dropped upon her choeks,

From that moment Tom was ber
slave; He followed her at & respect-
ful nod unobserved distange; for her
sake be would have charged and rout-
ed the whole camp. Many a high
boru ludy has had » less faithful and
pulssant knight.

This lncideut served to Jife the load
from Fanuy's heirt. She wandered
dowu by the tiny luke, and for the ma-
went was happy. Near at hand sey-
erul children wure ut play, their par-
puts and elder ones i}(‘iﬂ“ elsewhere
amcupiml. Bhe heard o ﬂnllllt.n Loreuwm
pnd saw litthe Meuny struggliog in the
waler. Sprisgiog forward, with rare

presence of mind she leaped upon »
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